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PuUrmped for pLUmpiins

THAT IS A GREAT PUMPKIN, CHARLIE BROWN - Joel Holland won second place for his 1,351 pound beauty at the 14th
Annual Skagit Valley Pumpkin Festival at Christianson’s Nursery Saturday. What great weather for the last day of summer.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Christianson festival kicks off fall

By Bill Reynolds

Enthusiasm wasn’t squashed at
Christianson’s Nursery northeast of La
Conner Saturday.

The opposite was the case.

Squash, in the form of giant pump-
kins, enthused throngs of people who
descended upon Christianson’s on a
beautiful warm and sun-splashed after-
noon the last day of summer.

Christianson’s Nursery held its
annual Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin
Festival, drawing growers and fans
alike from throughout the Pacific
Northwest. Hundreds of parked cars
made for a jam-packed Saturday
afternoon, with folks who basked in
the amazing weather and partook of a
wide range of attractions — from trac-
tor rides and a hay bale maze to food
and snack vendors and face painting.

“We’re about at full capacity,”
co-owner John Christianson said,
“which is great for our vendors. We
want them to do well.”

The weighing of pumpkins was the
main focus.

The heaviest three pumpkins com-
bined weighed just shy of two tons.
The heavyweight winner was Lee
Roof of Whidbey Island with a pump-
kin weighing 1,548.5 pounds, followed
by Joel Holland of Sumner, WA at
1,351 pounds and Harvey Cardwell of
Oregon City, OR. at 1,096.5 pounds.

Bellingham science teacher Sam
Stoner proudly wore his ribbon
for having won the Howard Dill
Award, acknowledging his entry of
the event’s “prettiest pumpkin,” the
fourth-largest overall, weighing in at
986.5 pounds.

“Being a teacher,” Stoner said, “I
can take summers off to mess around
with pumpkins.”

It typically takes four to five months
to grow giant pumpkins from seed,
with some able to put on 30 pounds
daily during the season.

“It kind of gets in your blood,”
another grower explained to onlook-

ers, noting that loading the pumpkins
on pallets for transport can sometimes
cause the enlarged gourds to split.

Sean and Shelly Forster drove to
Christianson’s from Wenatchee for the
day.

“We’re big pumpkin enthusiasts,”
Sean Forster told the Weekly News.

Afterward, the couple planned to
check out La Conner and have dinner
on the waterfront.

lan and Elise Travitzky of
Bellingham brought their children,
Waylon and Layla, to see the pump-
kins and enjoy the array of kids’
activities.

“We love La Conner,” they said.

Christianson said he easily sur-
passed his daily 10,000 steps making
the rounds between various highlights.

“The No. 1 thing we do,” he said
during a brief stop, “is the tractor
rides. Everybody loves them.”

Tractor driver Bryan McCormick

(continued on page 6)

State board

By Bill Reynolds

Members of the Washington state
Community Economic Revitalization
Board launched their whirlwind two-
day tour of Skagit County businesses
last Wednesday at Mavrik Marine in
La Conner.

CERB, whose membership includes
Island County Commissioner and 10th
District State Senate candidate Janet

St. Clair, spent an hour visiting Mavrik

facilities at the Port of Skagit’s La
Conner Marina, where the aluminum
boat manufacturer is building the third
in a series of 137-foot, 325-passenger
ferries serving the San Francisco Bay
Area.

Mavrik is building the high-
speed passenger ferries for the San
Francisco Bay Area Water Emergency
Transportation Authority to meet
growing demand in the daily commut-
er market there.

CERB provides funding to local
governmental entities and tribal com-
munities to support private business
growth, expansion and job creation in
the state’s rural areas.

The Port of Skagit was funded by
the board for the building expanding
Mavrik Marine’s footprint.

“We provided funding for the
infrastructure and Mavrik built the
building,” CERB Executive Director
and Tribal Liaison Janae Stark told

sees Mavrik Marine’s work

THAT SHINY OBJECT IS NOT HALF DONE — Mavrik Marine Production Manager
Jeff Scott explained that the superstructure of the San Franscico-bound ferry in
front of them would be shuttled over to the building next store for completion.
The state’s Community Economic Revitalization Board provided funds assisting

Mavrik’s 2022 expansion.

the Weekly News while touring the
company’s two-and-a-half-year-old
assembly facility, which stands 60 feet
tall and covers 17,000 square feet.

Port of Skagit Executive Director
Sara Young echoed the cooperative
spirit that made possible Mavrik
Marine’s expansion, saying, “CERB
has been an awesome partner every
step of the way.”

— Photo by Ken Stern

Mavrik President and CEO Bailey
Shewchuk joined the chorus.

“We’re proud, excited and blessed,”
Shewchuk said, “to have the Port of
Skagit as a partner of ours.”

Mavrik Marine, founded in 2010 by
Rob Smith and the late Zach Battle,
employs more than 70 skilled workers,

(continued on page 6)

Forum set
Sept. 30 for
south-end
area plans

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner’s once bustling but long dormant
south end industrial hub is again a center of
attention.

The Beckwith Consulting Group walked through
the area, including the former Moore-Clark prop-
erty and engaged with the Town of La Conner’s
advisory commissions in developing a revitaliza-
tion plan.

Residents will also be enlisted to review the
scope and objectives of the grant-funded planning
project, which runs through December at a Sept. 30
public meeting and through a survey that is on the
town’s website.

Assistant Planner Ajah Eills told La Conner’s
planning commissioners at their one-hour Sept.

17 session at Maple Hall that the Moore-Clark
property ownership has expressed interest in rede-
velopment but was unable to attend the recent site
walk-through.

“We need to have their buy-in,” Planning
Director Michael Davolio said. “We would like to

(continued on page 6)

State public lands
commissioner
candidates debate

By Laurel Demkovich
Washington State Standard

Republican Jaime Herrera Beutler and Democrat
Dave Upthegrove faced off Sept. 18 in Spokane in
a debate that highlighted the public lands commis-
sioner candidates’ different views on land manage-
ment, forest health and the future of timber harvests
in Washington.

The debate, hosted by the Association of
Washington Business, was the first between
Upthegrove, a King County Council member and
former state lawmaker, and Herrera Beutler, a for-
mer state lawmaker and congresswoman. It comes
after Upthegrove advanced following a dramatic
primary election recount in the race for commis-
sioner of public lands.

The winner of the Nov. 5 general election will
take the helm of Washington’s Department of
Natural Resources and oversee nearly 6 million
acres of public land, including about 3 million
acres of state “trust lands” that produce revenue
— mostly from logging — for schools, counties and
other parts of government.

While both candidates agree that Washington’s
forests should remain healthy and protected for
generations, they don’t seem to agree on how to get
there. Here are four takeaways.

Land management views differ

Perhaps the biggest difference is their vision for
managing Washington’s lands.

Upthegrove believes the state should be preserv-
ing more land while Herrera Beutler thinks the
state should put a stronger emphasis on managing
lands for timber.

Specifically, the two clash on what to do with
Washington’s “legacy forests,” or lands with older
trees that are not necessarily old-growth — which
both agree should remain protected.

Upthegrove said he wants to update the state’s
forest policy to protect these legacy forests from
logging, a move that environmental activists sup-
port. He said the state can do so while still generat-
ing revenue and managing lands for forest health.

“Deferring the harvest of those small groups of
forest lands does not preclude us from managing
them for forest health or wildfire prevention,” he
said.

Herrera Beutler, however, is skeptical of setting
aside these legacy lands, which she said could
make forests more susceptible to disease, raise
wildfire risks, and reduce the stream of revenue on
which schools and other public services rely.

She said that the state needs a new approach.

“What we’re told right now is that we have to set

(continued on page 6)
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377 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 12 weeks till the paper closes

From the editor —

The weekly news in La Conner

At 7 p.m. tonight, people wanting the La Conner Weekly News to
exist in 2025 are meeting in the La Conner Civic Garden Club on

South Second Street.

The possible audience extends to anyone reading these words.

Perhaps that includes you.

The newspaper you are holding, whether reading a paper copy or
reading on your phone or computer, what is your weekly news? Is it
highlighting last week’s events in our community, from the winners
of the giant pumpkin contest at Christianson’s to a state economic
development board touring Mavrik Marine at the Port of Skagit’s
La Conner Marina to reading a state of the La Conner Schools from

Superintendent David Cram?

Or is the Weekly News the newspaper itself, or the company behind
the newspaper or the publisher overseeing each week’s publication?

Or is the weekly news all these things and more and not an event
or a story or a column or the physical newspaper or even the publish-
er, not a person or a product but a process, the process of viewing,
reviewing, reflecting, choosing and making decisions for covering
the activities, institutions and people making up the heartbeat and the
reality of the greater La Conner community?

While the Weekly News is these eight pages you hold in your hands
—and sometimes 10 and even 12 pages — the Weekly News comes to
you as a conscious effort curated by the editor and staff and shaped to
provide the facts and reflect the truth of this place we all call home.

Curated. That is careful study, planning, choices and execution, just
as the library does with books and programming and our museums do

with art, history and exhibits.

Folks discussing a Weekly News story or editorial at Stompin’
Grounds or over a backyard fence know professional journalists
developed, edited, printed and stand by the story. Anyone with com-
plaints or criticism can call the editor to get their views into print.

This newspaper’s reporters words are the threads weaving the
common fabric of our community together. If this newspaper closes,
in the short run that common cloth will weaken, tatter and tear. A
local touchstone will be lost and people will not have the same facts
and stories to discuss and agree or disagree over. The strong editorial
voice will go silent, whether that provided analysis for agreement or

disagreement.

In the long run history will be lost.

No other business has the mission to be the watchdog for
democracy or has its protection enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.
The owners and managers of Calico Cupboard, Stompin’ Grounds
and WaFd Bank may encourage their customers to support the library,
vote for school levies and push for workforce housing. But the only
business owner in town with the title of publisher runs the newspaper.
He listens, watches, reads, asks questions and every week seeks to
hold a mirror up to the community so folks can examine their choices
and consider their actions, reflecting if they are moving individually
and collectively toward a more sustainable and just community.

My second editorial, on July 12, 2017, ended:

“Owning a newspaper is a cross between real estate agent boost-
erism and hardboiled detective cynicism: You love the community
and want it to succeed, but for the common good you have to find out
where the bodies are buried. In other words, the best is lifted up and
encouraged, and you speak truth to power against the bad, shining a
light on wrong. Communities have a wide mixture of people making

good and poor choices.

“We need to communicate, be in relationship, share and help one
another. Or, we are smaller for isolating ourselves. I want the paper
to be a forum for communicating, relationship building and sharing. |
will be taking this message out to you.

“I am looking forward to meeting and hearing from you your
visions of community and moving together into an ever more
complex and uncertain future. Changes, big and small are coming to
our coast and our planet. How will we deal with change in our corner

of the world?

“I am betting my future on the La Conner Weekly News being a
part of helping us all figure out our sustainable future.”

As 2024 ends, I am still betting on the community helping us all get
to a future that includes reading your community newspaper.

— Ken Stern

A citizen’s view —

Everything old is new again

By John Leaver

Last week | reread an article
in the Weekly News from Sept. 4
regarding various news in town
including First Street going one-
way (about time) and the town
working with the fire department
to obtain a new fire boat and a
new ladder truck. The one that
really got my attention was news
of burglaries in the north end of
town and LATE arrival by the
sheriff’s office. My view:

Fire boat and ladder truck: Ab-
solutely agree the fire department
should have the right equipment
to fight fires in or near our town.
However, as | stated at a council
meeting on the subject a year
or more ago, the town should
not solely bear the costs! The
potential beneficiaries of this

equipment could be the Tribe,
and the Port of Skagit as well as
the town and these three organi-
zations should bear the cost. The
Port has hundreds of boats and
facilities on its marina property
as well as at least one tall build-
ing that might require a ladder
truck. I would hope that the town
is reaching out to these entities in
this regard, but are they?
Burglaries in the north end
of town: Prior to my departure
from town council, one of my
most important issues was that
the sheriff’s contract costs us
too much money for the amount
of service we receive. As some
might recall, my ill-fated re-elec-
tion campaign was centered on
that very issue; poor service,

(continued on page 8)

State of the Schools —

La Conner Schools start new year strong

By David Cram
Interim Superintendent

I have always loved the fall.
Even though it meant the end
of carefree summer days and
working for Hedlin Farms, |
enjoyed the way the light and air
temperature changed, and I en-
joyed the anticipation of starting
a new school year and establish-
ing a new routine in La Conner
Schools.

I am pleased that the start to
our 2024-25 school year has
been very positive and successful
overall. The roll-out of the
Yonder cell phone pouches has
gone very well, and I have my
staff to thank for their work in
making this a smooth process.
Teachers have reported positive
changes in student engagement,
and students have overall
accepted and transitioned into the
new routine quite well. I want
to again thank the staff for being
willing to trust and be fluid as
we adopted this new procedure.
| am certain that we will see the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Protect kids from
transphobic hatred

They are just kids. For most
kids, their anatomy matches how
they feel, but for some it is not
that way. The adherence to a
binary male/female dichotomy
is not accurate. Chromosomes
differ, genes go their own way,
hormones have different results
in different kids. A child is born.
Unpredictability is a predictable
outcome. No two of us is the
same. Some of us are transgender.

So, at age 3, 4 and 5, personal-
ity emerges. This is the child you
have. To understand this person,
you need to observe and listen.
If this child has a gender identity
that surprises you, think twice
before you act. Take some time.
If this identity continues to be
persistent, insistent and consis-
tent, this child may be transgen-
der. Maybe the child will ask to
use a name that more closely fits
who they are. They may want to
wear clothes that express who
they are. Have no fear, no one
will propose any surgical alter-
ations. Schools will not kidnap
your child and alter their genitals.
What a ridiculous lie! This child
will feel supported if they have
support for who they are-not who
you need them to be. There will
be no hormones prescribed, no
medications. Those decisions are
for later. This child will grow and
help others understand who they
are.

No tragedy has occurred. You
can grow and learn with this child
or you can choose to make things
harder for your child. Educate
yourself. They are just kids.
Protect them from all the angry
people who aren’t willing to
educate themselves. Be a warrior
for this child. They are so young
to be the focus of so much unde-
served attention and rage. They
are just kids.

Linden Jordan

Marblemount

Seniors hammered
on property taxes

My name is Jeannette DeGoede
and have had the privilege of
living in Skagit County for 64
years. In 1959 | married Anthony
DeGoede who was a bulb grower.
The farm was called Tulip Town.

positive impacts of this change in
many ways in the years to come.
I am also very proud of the
work we have done to roll
out our La Conner Learning
Community, and thus far, both
students and faculty have very
positive things to report. Stu-
dents and families have been ex-
cited about new pathways toward
graduation and are appreciative
of the ways this opportunity has
inspired and motivated students.
This program will offer
work-related experiences in our
community, and in the process,
students will gain valuable job
skills and access to exceptional
mentors. If you or your business
would ever be interested in this
program, please reach out to me.
If you want to really enjoy
some community time during
the weeknights, please come
out and support our volleyball,
soccer and football teams as they
work hard on and off the field to
represent our community. You
can access the schedules on our
website, www.lcsd.wednet.edu/.

Our lives consisted of hard work
and wonderful opportunities for
our children,

Anthony passed away five
years ago. I sold the farm, and
now, living on the channel in La
Conner, most of my neighbors are
seniors. The Senior Center is a
part of my life that | truly enjoy.

In conversations with my senior
friends, most of us are 80 and
older. We all have our homes paid
for.

The property taxes have been
raised so that it makes it very
difficult to try and balance our
prescription bills plus increased
food prices. Many are struggling
to stay in their homes with all the
rising costs.

I’m referring to us middle class
seniors.

Many seniors would not qualify
for the exemptions that the Skagit
County has allotted for them,
because we, that middle class that
has paid our expenses for our life-
time, do not fit these parameters
of your program.

We have thought of this idea.

What if when we turn 80, or
at the time of retirement, the
county could freeze our property
taxes. We then could count on
the amount we are paying at this
time. That would be a solution
for us, the middle class that have
been accountable a lifetime to
contribute as best we can in our
circumstances.

At 80, we would love the priv-
ilege to stay in our homes, for the
remainder of our lives. Thank you
for your attention to the senior
needs in our Skagit County.

Jeannette DeGoede

Greater La Conner

Cold, hard facts
about Trump

Here are some facts about Don-
ald trump. Not emotions, opinions
or internet conspiracies, but hard,
cold incontrovertible facts.

Trump is a sexual predator. At
least 26 women have accused
him of sexual misconduct from
unwanted kissing to rape. Their
stories bear a chilling resem-
blance to his “grab them by the
...” Access Hollywood tape. With
men like Trump, if 26 women
came forward, there are many
more too frightened to do so.

Trump is a criminal convicted
last May of 34 felonies. His com-

Finally, as a district, we
recognize the importance of
your trust in us to be financially
responsible. We have closed out
this fiscal year, we can happily
report that the district is finan-
cially solvent. I am proud of the
staff members who have accept-
ed additional responsibilities to
make this happen. It’s never easy
to “tighten belts” and drill down
on the budget, but we did it and
the district is doing very well
financially.

In a recent conversation with
a community member, we spoke
about important pillars in this
small community and these
pillars are town governments,
our Swinomish Tribe, the school,
the fire department and a town
newspaper. All of these pillars
work together to support the
overall health and wellbeing of
this community.

If you are interested in any
volunteer opportunity in the
school, please contact me at
dcram@Ic.k12.wa.us. We would
love to see you here.

pany was convicted of 17 felonies
in 2023. His accountant went to
prison but refused to implicate
his boss. Trump has declared
bankruptcy no less than six times.
His reputation for defrauding his
building contractors and attorneys
is legendary.

Trump University was another
con. He was fined $25 million
for defrauding students. The
Trump Foundation was also a
grift. Courts found “an egregious
pattern of illegality.” Part of the
money raised by the foundation
to help veterans was used for
campaign contributions. Trump is
a tax cheat and con man. This has
been demonstrated in open court.

Trump is a prolific liar. From
the “stolen” 2020 election to Hai-
tians eating pets, almost nothing
that comes out of his mouth is
true. The Washington Post found
that 97% of Trump’s statements
in the 2016 election were false or
deliberately misleading. The Post
also identified more than 30,000
lies while he was president.

In the debate with Kamala
Harris, he lied so often and so
blatantly that the hosts couldn’t
correct him in real time. Yeah,
and he won that debate, right?

Remember the violent attack on
our Capitol and Trump’s central
role. Trump maintains close,
personal relations with vicious,
anti-American dictators like
Vladimir Putin. He exchanged
what he calls “love letters” with
Kim Jung Un, a brutal tyrant who
publicly executes his enemies
with anti-aircraft guns. The North
Korean dictator assassinated
his own brother with nerve gas.
Some might call Trump’s actions
treasonous.

Avote for Donald Trump is a
vote against all that we hold dear.
If he wins, we may never be able
to vote for another President.

James Winchester

Greater La Conner
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Town seeks public input on Moore-Clark plan

By Bill Reynolds

Much has been said the past
three decades about the former
Moore-Clark property on La
Conner’s south waterfront.

Additional input is still being
sought.

And this time it promises to
carry more weight than ever.

Comments on and ideas for the
former south end industrial area
will be welcomed at a 6-9 p.m.
Sept. 30 public workshop at Ma-
ple Hall facilitated by consultant

Tom Beckwith.

“It’s designed to get communi-
ty input on the best possible use
of the area,” Assistant Planner
Ajah Eills said.

Eills said staff will participate
and that everyone is invited to
attend.

Greater La Conner residents
can also respond to a detailed
online survey generated by the
town’s planning staff.

Beckwith’s consulting firm
has been hired to develop a
revitalization plan for the former

industrial south end, now zoned
transitional commercial and
located between First and Third
streets and Maple Hall and Cale-
donia Street.

The plan is funded by a state
grant and will define allowable
land use activities, parking
requirements, building design
concepts and amenities.

The area includes the former
Moore-Clark plant, a hatchery
fish food processing venture until
its 1992 closure. Since then, the
historic site has become dilap-

idated and is a public hazard,
surrounded by safety fencing
installed by the town.

A portion of the warehouse
encroaches several feet onto the
South First Street public right-of-
way, forming a barrier to exten-
sion of traffic from Commercial
to Caledonia streets.

The property’s owners are
favorable toward site redevelop-
ment, staff indicate.

The survey, which offers a
chance to win a $250 gift cer-
tificate, seeks citizen priorities

for possible indoor and outdoor
activities for the area

Support for market-rate, af-
fordable and workforce housing
plus festival and public gathering
spaces is featured. Other indoor
activity survey options include
galleries, studios, classrooms, ca-
fes, restaurants, ice cream shops,
breweries, wine-tasting venues,
clothing, gift and retail stores,
among many others.

The survey can be accessed on
the Town of La Conner website,
www.townoflaconner.org.

Hear county commission
candidates at forum Oct. 7

The League of Women Voters
of Skagit County will host a
Skagit County Commissioner
candidates forum from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 7.

All interested community
members are invited to attend
the forum at Skagit PUD, 1415
Freeway Drive, Mount \ernon.
The audience will hear from:

Commission District 1 can-
didates Rylee Fleury and Ron
Wesen

Commission District 2 candi-
dates Richard Brocksmith and
Peter Browning

The County Commissioners
play a crucial role in shaping the
future of Skagit County. County
government is responsible for
decisions that impact public
safety, economic development,
environmental conservation,
public health, elections and other

community services. With so
much responsibility in these ar-
eas, the League of Women \oters
believes it’s important that voters
are all are informed and involved
in the electoral process.

This forum offers an oppor-
tunity to hear directly from the
candidates themselves. Learn
about their platforms, policy
positions and how they plan to
address key issues facing Skagit
County.

By attending the forum, voters
will gain insight about the candi-
dates, which helps them cast an
informed vote.

For those unable to attend in
person, KSVR radio will record
the event. The audio record-
ing will be available at www.
skagitlwv.org/.

Source: Skagit League of
Women Voters

Skagit County sets open house on
2025 Comp Plan climate element

Skagit County Planning and
Development Services invites the
community to an open house to
discuss the Climate Element of the
2025 Comprehensive Plan update
from 5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 1, at
Jefferson Elementary School 1801
E. Blackburn Road, Mount Vernon.

The comprehensive plan is a
vital roadmap for county growth
and development over the next 20
years. It is a framework guiding the
day-to-day land use decisions of
elected officials and local govern-
ment staff.

Washington House Bill 1181,
passed in 2023, amended the
Growth Management Act to require
cities and counties to incorporate
policies for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and enhancing cli-
mate resilience into their compre-
hensive plans. The climate element
includes those policies.

The open house will feature en-
gagement activities and educational
displays. County staff and experts
will be present to answer questions
about the comprehensive plan up-
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date and discuss how residents can
contribute to shaping climate action
and resilience strategies.

Stay informed and participate
in the 2025 Comprehensive Plan
Periodic Update: skagitcounty.
net/2025CPA,; pdscomments@
co.skagit.wa.us.

New COVID tests due, vaccine ready

Starting this month, Ameri-
cans will be able to order free
COVID-19 test kits that will be
mailed to their homes.

U.S. households will be able to
order as many as four nasal swab
tests at COVIDTests.gov when
the federal program reopens. The
U.S. Health and Human Services
agency overseeing the program
has not yet given an exact date
when ordering can begin.

An agency spokesperson has
said the tests will detect current
virus strains and can be ordered
ahead of the holiday season,
when families and friends gather
for celebrations.

U.S. regulators last month
approved an updated COVID-19
vaccine that is designed to com-
bat the recent virus strains and,
hopefully, forthcoming winter
ones, as well. The Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention
already has recommended this
fall’s shot for everyone age 6
months and older.

While most Americans have
some degree of immunity from
prior infections or vaccinations
or both, that protection wanes.
Last fall’s shots targeted a differ-
ent coronavirus variant, a strain
that’s no longer circulating.

The newest vaccine targets the
latest coronavirus variant. Shots
are available now.

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention offers the
following tips:

Call your doctor, pharmacist
or community health center, or
visit their website to schedule an
appointment.

Check your local pharmacy’s
website to see if vaccination ap-
pointments are available. Some

pharmacies may offer vaccines to
walk-in patients.

Get an updated COVID-19
vaccine even if you already had
COVID-19.

Getting a COVID-19 vac-
cine after you recover from
COVID-19 infection provides
added protection against the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19. Peo-
ple who already had COVID-19
and do not get vaccinated after
their recovery are more likely to
get COVID-19 again.

If you recently had COVID-19,
you still need to stay up to date
with your vaccines, but you may
consider delaying your vaccine
dose by 3 months.

Talk to your doctor if you
have questions about getting a
COVID-19 vaccine.

Source: Centers for Disease
Control

County ends glass recycling Oct. 1

Glass will no longer be accept-
ed for recycling at Skagit County
transfer stations starting Oct. 1.
No regional market exists since a
Seattle glass manufacturer unex-
pectedly closed this summer.

Skagit County public works
staff advise residents to dispose
of glass containers with house-
hold garbage. Glass brought
to the transfer stations will be
disposed of in the landfill.

Scott A Price

360-466-2933

MKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Edward Jones

Worried about
market volatility?

Financial Advisor

708 E. Morris St, PO Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

Call the Town Hall at
360-466-3125 for
a hard copy.

TOWN OF
LA CONNER

[=1%
Scan the QR code
or follow the link
for a chance

to win $250!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MooreClarkObjectivesSurvey

Skagit Valley
Farmers Market
Sundays 10-2

through October

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

(hristiansonsNursery.com

This is a regional issue affect-
ing many Western Washington
counties.

Curbside recycling customers
within Skagit County are not
affected yet.

Fall is now here

Autumn arrived Sunday at
5:43 a.m. with the fall equinox.
Daylight will shorten until the
winter solstice on Dec. 21, the
first day of astronomical winter.

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Candidates For District 1

Ron Wesen

Candidates For District 2

Skagit County Commissioners
Candidates Forum

Learn about the candidates running for
Skagit County Commissioner Positions
Districts 1 and 2

Monday October 7, 2024
Informal Candidate Meet and Greet at 5:00

Forum 5:30—6:30 pm

Skagit PUD Meeting Room
1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon

and Recorded for later listening at skagitlwv.org

Rylee Fleury

Richard Brocksmith
Peter Browning
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Braves girls score early
in first league soccer win

By Bill Reynolds

Lydia Grossglass and Bailey
Smith combined for three first-
half goals and the La Conner
High School girls’ soccer team
withstood a late Providence Clas-
sical Christian rally to post a 3-2
NW2B/1B triumph at Whittaker
Field Friday afternoon.

Smith delivered a goal 14
minutes into the contest to give
La Conner an early lead. Gross-
glass then extended the hosts’
advantage with two scores before
intermission.

A senior, Grossglass scored
with 7:45 left in the opening half
off a free kick by Angie Pena,
then found the net off a feed by
Faith Jenkins in the final minute
of the first stanza.

La Conner (2-1 overall; 1-0 in
league) used its speed and depth
- Braves head coach Maddie
Huscher employed her entire
roster — to control field position
prior to the break.

La Conner continued pressing
its advantage at the outset of the
second half, forcing the PCC
goalkeeper to make five saves in
as many minutes.

“That goalie was really good,”
Smith acknowledged afterward.

PCC also caught a break
late in the second half when a
shot on goal by La Conner’s
Lily Dougliss off a pass from
Grossglass veered wide right.
Moments later, Dougliss, who
displayed splendid dribbling and

BALL CONTROL — La Conner’s Lily Dougliss (in blue) squares off with
a Providence Classical Christian player during the first half of the Lady

Braves’ 3-2 conference win at Whittaker Field Sept. 20.

passing throughout, was upended
by the Lady Highlanders keeper
on a potential breakaway, one

of numerous spills in an often
physical, hard-fought match.

Pena nearly provided La Con-
ner with an insurance score at the
7:20 mark but her free kick into a
north wind sailed over the net.

The visitors averted a shutout
when Sophie Hill scored with an
elevated wind-aided perimeter
shot.

PCC narrowed the margin to
Iwith a free kick goal mere sec-
onds before the final whistle.

La Conner’s stamina and
ability to maintain a fast pace,

Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW

Rockery Rock * Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258

Tickets & more Info: SkagitRiverPoetry.org

Featuring,

Ellen Bass, Elizabeth
Bradfield, Claudia Castro
Luna, Chen Chen, Lorna
Crozier, Tony Curtis,
Samuel Green, llya
Kaminsky, M.L. Smoker,
Robert Wrigley and 25
other remarkable poets!

— photo by Bill Reynolds

mounting attacks for the entire
80-minute contest, was cited as a
pivotal factor.

“Our conditioning is paying
off,” Huscher said in her post-
match remarks. “We were able to
finish plays. I thought we did a
great job of positioning, keeping
the ball on their side of the field.
That was incredible.”

La Conner assistant coach
Tawsha Carlson praised the
team’s passing, which was crisp
and timely most of the afternoon.

The Braves resume action at
4 p.m. Friday with a non-league
home match opposite 1A Nook-
sack Valley.

Volleyball keeps it close
against 3A Mount Vernon

By Bill Reynolds

The difference in enroll-
ment between La Conner and
Mount Vernon high schools is
enormous.

The difference between the
two on the volleyball court — not
so much.

La Conner, a perennial state
2B power, played two close sets
at 3A Mount Vernon Sept. 19
before falling in a hard-fought
3-0 non-conference pairing.

The Braves (4-3), who were
coming off straight-sets neutral
site triumphs in Yakima over
West Valley and DeSales, fought
host Mount Vernon on near
equal terms in the early going of
their match.

The Bulldogs edged La Con-
ner 27-25 and 25-22 in the first
two sets, then clinched matters

with a 25-15 verdict in the final
frame.

Maeve McCormick (7), Reese
Bird (7) and Abi Poulton (6) led
the La Conner attack, combining
for 20 kills.

Nora McCormick fueled the
Braves offense with 11 assists.

Defensively, Addie Keller
paced La Conner with 36 digs.
Nora McCormick (22) and Bird
(20) likewise finished with dou-
ble-digit digs.

Addison Wigal contributed
one kill and six digs, Aaliyah
Gonzalez recorded three service
aces and 11 digs, and Mia
Delage chipped in four digs to
round out the La Conner effort.

La Conner, which entertained
NW2B/1B rival Coupeville
Sept. 24, visits league foe Friday
Harbor at 4:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 26.

State school directors laud
La Conner’s math turnaround

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner School District
is making headlines this fall — in
a good way.

The strides its students have
made improving math scores
the last two years is the cover
story in the current edition of
the Washington State School
Directors Association quarterly

Bark ¢ Topsoil

STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES!

FREE DELIVERY = ON FULL LOADS = TO MOST AREAS

Colebnating Oun 50th Year in 2024

Compost » Mulch ¢ Sawdust « Shavings ¢
Cedar Chips ¢ Hogged Fuel « Sand « Gravel ¢
Delivery Large & Small

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm
360-293-7188

12469 RESERVATION ROAD,ANACORTES
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Rock ¢ Recycle Services

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

& EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

soundcedar.com

“AGIT VALLE

Foon(C @op [reshtealfy

_/Am

2600 Cedardale Rd,
Mount Vernon

360-424-4548

LUNCH OR-THE-GO

Open Daily to Everyone - Downtown Mt. Vernon - skagitfoodcoop.com

newsmagazine.

President Susie Deyo an-
nounced at the close of the Sept.
23 board meeting that the dis-
trict’s success implementing its
new K-12 math curricula — along
with several other supportive
initiatives — is featured in the
fall issue of Direct, the WSSDA
publication.

La Conner elementary students
are pictured on the magazine’s
cover, a photo taken during last
spring’s Math Night event.

Several other photos of La
Conner students and a lengthy
article addressing how the
district “solved its math problem
from multiple angles” grace the
magazine’s pages.

The account cites statistics
showing growth in math demon-
strated by La Conner students
and credits that improvement not
only to the math curricula but
also the commitment by teachers
to collaborative planning, the
district’s embrace of new assess-
ment platforms and a focus on
mastery-based learning.

In the article, Deyo praises
teachers for their buy-in.

“They’re doing the hard
work,” she is quoted. “They’re
with the kids every day, ensuring
every student is successful.”

Board vice-chair J.J. Wilbur
agreed. He told Direct that the
new curricula and related pro-
grams have helped spur greater
student interest in math.

“Kids have expressed how
much fun math is,” the magazine
quotes Wilbur. “That’s something

(continued on page 8)

Excellent Autumn
Reading Choices

Open 7 days a week!
10-6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com

106 S. First St.
La Conner

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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Library Happenings

By Jean Markert

Fall is definitely in the air!
The kids are back in school, the
weather is getting cooler and
the leaves are starting to change
color; all signs that the season
is turning and it’s time to curl
up with a good book from the
library. Fall is also a season of
change for the library, with Ka-
tryna retiring. We will miss her a
great deal, as she has truly been
the heart of our library and has
touched the lives of so many in
our community. We wish her the
best and hope she comes back to
visit often.

We say hello to our newest
employee, Jinda, who some of
you may know from Seaport
Books or Two Moons Gallery.
We hope you stop by to welcome
her to the library!

We are also saying goodbye
to board members who are both
stepping down to pursue other
interests. If you are interested
in serving on the library board,
please stop by to pick up an
application packet.

Many of you know that La
Conner Swinomish Library has
teamed up with other libraries
to allow our patrons to check
out books from the other Skagit
County libraries. What many
people do not realize is that
this also means that if we don’t
have a book or resource you
want in our library, we can get it
delivered here for you from the
Burlington, Sedro-Woolley or
Concrete libraries and when you
finish the book, you can simply
return it to La Conner. Mount

Hear poetry Sept. 28

The monthly Madrona Poetry
readings at Pelican Bay Books
resumes 7 p.m. Saturday at 520
Commercial Avenue, Anacortes.
Reading are Bill Ransom and
Jory Mickelson.

Ransom is the author of the
short stories, poetry collections
and science fiction novels and
wrote “The Pandora Sequence”
with Frank Herbert.

Mickelson has published three
collections of poetry and re-
ceived an Academy of American
Poets Prize.

Source:

Madrona Poetry Series

THEATRE

360.336.8955
lincolntheatre.org

It's All Herel!

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11AM-5PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
A ¢————m—o-am—y [

Vernon and Anacortes are not yet
part of the book transit system
but will be on board within
the next year or so. Books and
materials can still be checked out
from these libraries with a La
Conner Swinomish card, you just
have to travel to those libraries to
get the books.

Ready for a spooky fall read?
Check out these new reads:

“The Cemetery of Forgot-
ten Books” by Julia Alvarez.
Author Alma Cruz does not
want to end up like her friend
and fellow writer who worked
so long and hard to finish a book
that it threatened her sanity, so
Alma creates a place to bury
her unfinished manuscripts in
the hopes that it puts the char-
acters to rest. Unfortunately, the
characters defy her attempts and
begin talking back to her and to
each other, rewriting and revising
their stories. Whose stories will
get to be told and whose will be
buried?

“The Taking of Jake Liv-
ingston” by Ryan Douglass
is a young adult thriller about
16-year-old Jake Livingston, a
medium who is forced to watch
the dead play their last moments
on a loop and who faces racist
teachers at his school. Finally,
another black student, Allister,
arrives at Jake’s school and
things begin to look up for Jake.
Unfortunately, a vengeful ghost,
Sawyer Doon, a troubled boy
who killed six kids at a local high
school before taking his own life
begins to haunt Jake, putting him
in a survival game he is not sure
he will survive.

The Steller’s Jay

These jays are often liked for
their bright blue color, which is
created by iridescent feathers.

They also can be disliked for
their noisiness in backyards.
Sometimes there might be a rea-
son for their loud screeches, be-
cause they warn others if there is
a predator around, for instance,
a hawk trying to get a small bird
or mammal. They themselves
are omnivores. While liking
nuts and berries, they also eat
nestlings and eggs.

When feeding on bird feeders

in yards, Steller’s jays use their
intelligence to eat first by mim-
icking the screech of a hawk,
because all birds leave when the
hawk comes close. They also
have been known to imitate dog
barking and machine operations.

Their favorite environment is
coniferous forests, where they
like to nest. During this time,
they are very secretive.

Enjoy them for who they are
once you get to know them.

Rosi Jansen, Fine Feathered
Friends

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ opens Friday

Theater Arts Guild offers
“Avrsenic and Old Lace” for three
weekends starting Sept. 27. A 1944
film, famously directed by Frank
Capra and starring Cary Grant, the
play opened on Broadway in 1941.

The show is cast as “a spooky
(and hilarious) tale” for the Hal-
loween season.

What is drama critic Mortimer
Brewster to make of the corpse in
his elderly aunts’ window seat?
Then he learns — spoiler alert —
they killed him!

There is the brother who thinks
he’s Teddy Roosevelt and the

OPEN 10 to 5 Daily

101 N 1st St #5, La Conner
360.399.1610 3

finefeatheredfriends@wavecable.com
www.fine-featheredfriends.com

brother using plastic surgery to
hide from the police. Meanwhile
Mortimer is not sure about getting
married. Forget about toasts: the
wine is poisoned.

This classic dark comedy under-
scores the only thing more deadly
than poison is family.

The 1939 play by Joseph Kes-
selring was his most successful.

Directed by Mike Jenkins. Pro-
duced by Ria Peth, Dan Toomey
and Brett Madden.

Times and tickets:
lincolntheatre.org.

Source: Lincoln Theatre

RQ&QMNHM”

CANDLE COMPANY

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery

We have Scone Lady scones!

If The Scone Lady is closed, or

if you want a delicious coffee or
tea with your scone, visit us.

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

A&E BRIEFLY

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming arts and entertainment
activities.

Get out your bibs, it's the
Skagit Tidewater Boil!
Celebrate the food, farming and
fishing communities of Skagit
Valley with fine food, 5:30-6:30
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26, at the
La Conner Marina. Tickets on
sale at genuineskagitvalley.com.

Joseph Gregory Rossano
Artist Talk: “Portraits of the
Divine” at MoNA, a 30-minute
guided walkthrough of the
exhibition followed by 15 minutes
of Q&A with the artist. 12-12:45
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28, 121 S.
First St. La Conner.

Skagit Farm to Pint Fest
celebrates local craft beer,
cider, growers and producers.
Featuring all 13 Skagit Valley
breweries plus Alma Cider, Glory
Bucha, Junebug Ferments and
local chefs. Presented by the
Port of Skagit at the La Conner
Marina, 2-5 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 28. Tickets on sale at
genuineskagitvalley.com.

Teen Art Club at Museum of
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St.,

is a free program for youth in
grades 6-12, where you can bring
your friends and your creativity

to make art together and inspire
your art. Pizza, snacks, and art
supplies will be provided. 3-5
p.m. Fridays.

39th annual Lynden Lions Club
Model Train and Toy Show, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 5 and 6, North-
west Washington Fairgrounds,
1775 Front St., Lynden. Show
features over 50,000 square feet
of running model train layouts,
exhibits and vendors. Tickets at
the door: adults $8, seniors $6,
children 6-12 $5, children under
age 6 free.

Don't curse the darkness - light
acandle! Stop in and check out
our wide variety of decorative and
scented candles and wax melts!

106 S. 1st St. —open 7 am daily

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com
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Pumpkin fest
= = = (from page 1)

made repeated loops,
pulling a trailer filled with
multiple generations of
riders.

Christianson credited his
daughter, Emma, with how
well she placed vendor
booths and located activity
areas.

“She did a really great

job,” he said.

For her part, Emma
Christianson said her fam-
ily eagerly anticipates the
pumpkin festival.

“It’s one of our biggest
events of the year,” she
said. “We love it so much,
not just the pumpkins but
also everything else that
goes along with it.”

The Christiansons were
thankful for the weather.

“It changes everything,”

Emma Christianson said,
recalling when rain was
an unwelcome presence.
“We’ve been really lucky
with the weather the last
five years.”

The summerlike condi-
tions helped make forever
memories, with attendees
taking selfies and posing
their children in front of
the long line of pumpkins.

It was, after all, a pic-
ture-perfect day.

Forum
= = » (from page 1)

have their input if it’s
consistent with the Growth
Management Act.”

Even so, Davolio said
the planning work will
continue, saying, “We’re
going to move forward
with or without their par-
ticipation.”

Eills said that proper-
ty owners must comply
with zoning codes and the
municipal comprehensive
plan. The area covered in
the study is zoned transi-
tional commercial.

Davolio and Eills said
the planning study is
scheduled for completion
by Dec. 31. Town officials
will then spend the first
half of next year address-
ing zoning.

Administrator Scott
Thomas has said planning
intends to identify poten-
tial future uses, focusing
on shoreline, economic,
housing and transportation
issues.

The project takes into
consideration the need for
affordable housing and the
town’s long-term designs
on extending South First
Street to Caledonia Street,
which require removal of
the Moore-Clark ware-

house. Staff noted that the
building, deemed a public
safety hazard, occupies
several feet of public right-
of-way.

Eills said the planning
project will be carried out
in phases, including zoning
options, the feasibility
of implementing desired
south-end goals and
concepts, and maintaining
community outreach.

The First Street discus-
sion transitioned to the
conversion of the street to
one-way southbound traffic
on Oct. 9.

Eills noted the public
information campaign, say-
ing, “We’re really hoping
that nobody is surprised by
this.”

The First Street plan
includes converting Com-
mercial Street in front of
Maple Hall to one-way
eastbound traffic.

Commissioners fin-
ished their meeting with
a lengthy discussion of
appointing a non-voting
student representative.

“What I’d like to see,
ideally, is for the school
to find some way to give
them (academic) credit (for
serving),” Davolio said.
“And if the student does
well and elects to go to
college, I’d like for us to
provide him or her a letter

of recommendation.”

Commissioner Cynthia
Elliott suggested that the
application process reflect
as closely as possible the
one employed for planning
commission membership.

“I"d like for it to be as
consistent as it possibly
can be,” she said.

Commissioner Sommer
Holt said she had sought
input from Middle and
High School Principal
Christine Tripp.

Holt drafted mission
and purpose statements
for student representative
participation on the com-
mission based on Tripp’s
feedback.

Commissioners agreed
that student representatives
could earn a school letter
for their service.

“Christine said that it
would also enhance their
scholarship opportunities,”
Holt said. “They (scholar-
ship committees) look at
that (public service) quite
heavily.”

Eills announced at the
meeting’s start that Town
Hearing Examiner David
Lowell has approved a
conditional-use permit for
a martial arts studio and
fitness club at the former
COA restaurant building at
Maple Avenue and Wash-
ington Street.

Public lands

= = = (from page 1)

it aside to protect it,” she
said. “That’s old science,
folks.”

Instead, she said, keep-
ing forests healthy and
generating revenue through
logging will keep them
sustainable for decades to
come.

Future of timber

Upthegrove said he
wants to maintain existing
levels of timber harvesting
on state lands, but he wants
to find different places to
do it.

He said he would look
for other suitable logging
lands across the state to
make up for any loss from
preserving legacy forests.
Longer term, Upthegrove
said he wants to acquire
more private timber lands
that might otherwise be
converted and keep them
generating revenue.

“We can do this and still
maintain full funding for
our public services,” he
said.

Herrera Beutler pushed
back on his plan and said
it could cost the state hun-
dreds of jobs in the timber,
paper and pulp industries.

“Once this workforce is
gone, you can’t just flip a
switch and get it back,” she
said.

Herrera Beutler added
that she would keep those
forests generating revenue
and would work to better
support mill workers by
increasing the use of Wash-
ington-made wood prod-
ucts instead of importing
them from other countries.

Carbon sequestration

The Department of
Natural Resources has
proposed using about
10,000 acres of its land
for a carbon sequestration
project, which would leave
trees unlogged and sell the
carbon it generates as cred-
its on carbon markets.

Both seemed open to the
idea of using lands for car-
bon sequestration, though
Herrera Beutler would not
comment on the specific
proposal as the project
is currently caught up in
litigation.

“I’m very open to new
and innovative strate-
gies that help us fight the
carbon emissions that we
have in smart, responsible
ways,” she said.

Upthegrove said the
state has a responsibility
to be innovative, and the
proposed carbon seques-
tration project is a good
example of finding ways to
generate more revenue in
the long-term.

Wildfire prevention

Both candidates acknow-

ledge one of the most
challenging parts of the job
is combating wildfires, and
both believe that preven-
tion is the best way to do
that.

The Department of
Natural Resources has a
20-year forest health stra-
tegic plan that treats forests
across the state to improve
their health and reduce
their risks for wildfires,
and both candidates said
they would continue this
work.

Upthegrove said he
wants to add effectiveness
monitoring on treated for-
ests to make sure that what
the department is doing is
working. “Prevention is
the most cost effective and
smartest strategy,” he said.

Herrera Beutler again
emphasized the importance
of not simply setting aside
lands without managing
them.

“If you really want to
combat these fires, our
forests have to be healthy,”
she said. “Healthier forests
can last through these fires,
but if they’re unhealthy,
like many of our forests,
especially on the west side,
they’re going to burn.”

First published Sept.
18, 2024. Copyright 2024
Washington State Stan-
dard. Reprinted with per-
mission. More at: washing-
tonstatestandard.com.

Mavrik tour
= » = (from page 1)

two-thirds of whom are
engaged in some aspect
of the San Francisco ferry
project. The company has
also produced fishing ves-
sels, workboats and whale
watching and sightseeing
craft over the past 14
years.

The CERB group was
able to see up-close how
Mavrik’s labor force uses
precision tools to shape
and assemble the parts
that comprise their lines of
seagoing vessels.

“We build the boats in
sections,” said produc-
tion manager Jeff Scott,
who led the CERB tour.
“It’s like building a house

where you put trusses and
walls on a pallet and take
them to a building site.

“Every piece fits togeth-
er integrally,” he said.

Scott said the process for
building the San Francisco
ferries from bid to final
construction typically runs
12 to 14 months.

St. Clair said CERB
participation has been a
highlight of her time in
public service.

“I’ve enjoyed working
with board members from
across the mountains,” she
said. “We take on common
causes, pushing policies
and creating jobs. We build
collaborative partnerships
to move the needle on job
creation.”

St. Clair said that CERB
strives “to work with

applicants to get them to
success.”

An arm of the state
Department of Commerce,
CERB was established
in 1982 to respond to
economic development in
Washington communities.
It has invested almost $250
million across the state,
creating nearly 40,000
permanent jobs, according
to Commerce officials in
Olympia.

Most recently, CERB
approved $6,175,000 in
low-interest loans and
grants for economic
development and public
infrastructure improve-
ments intended to spur
business growth and job
creation in Clark, Mason,
Whatcom and Yakima
counties.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
IN RE THE ESTATE
OF:

JUDITH ANN COOK,
DECEASED.
CASE NO. 24-4-06346-1
SEA
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.010 ET SEQ.
Suzanne Allene Burrell
has been appointed and has
qualified as Personal Repre-
sentative of the above-cap-
tioned estate. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must, before the
time the claim would be
barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or the
Personal Representative’s
attorney at the address
stated below, a copy of the
claim and filing the orig-
inal of the claim with the
court. The claim must be
presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
Personal ~ Representative
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(3);
or (2) four months after the
date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is
not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and

nonprobate assets.
DATED: September 13,
2024

FIRST PUBLICATION:
September 18, 2024

/sl

Donna M. Calf Robe,
WSBA No. 18852
Attorney for the Personal
Representative

Address for Mailing or
Service:

BROTHERS & HEN-
DERSON, P.S.

936 N. 34TH STREET,
SUITE 200

SEATTLE, WASHING-
TON 98103

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Sept. 18,
Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00485-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
SHARON M.
PHILLIPS,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:

September 25, 2024

Richard J. Smith

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

ANDREW C. SCHUH,
WSBA #47724

Attorneys for
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Sept. 25,
Oct. 2, and Oct. 9, 2024.

Personal

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE
OF:

JOHN M. HAYES,
DECEASED.
CAUSE
NO.24-4-00506-29
NOTICETO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The Administrator named
below has been appointed
and has qualified as Ad-
ministrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the co-administrators or the
-Administrator’s  attorney
at the address stated below

the date of first publication
of the notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 AND 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
September 25, 2024

Name of Administrator:
KATHI A. HICKS and
KRISTI M. LINDQUIST

Attorneys for
Administrator:;

David M.  Neubeck,
WSBA #31321

Sara LC Hulford, WSBA
#52098

Todd L. Sliva, WSBA
#54298

Address for Mailing or
Service:

Elder Law Offices of
Meyers, Neubeck & Hul-
ford, P.S.

2828 Northwest Avenue

Bellingham WA
98225-2335

Telephone: (360)
647-8846

Facsimile: (360) 647-8854

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Sept. 25,
Oct. 2, and Oct. 9, 2024.

Instagram
@Ilaconnerweeklynews
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AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

Place an
At Your Service Ad
Plus appear in our

Online Business Directory
$225 FOR 12 WEEKS
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By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor
Roast Chicken

| wanted a whole roasted chicken that | could
use in a few recipes. Usually, | do a slow roast.
Depending on the size of the chicken, roasting
time is 70 to 90 minutes. The chicken | roasted
was around 4 pounds. | checked it for color and
used a meat thermometer to see that it reached
an internal temperature of 165 degrees F. It was

done in 60 minutes.

Ingredients

* Whole chicken

e Olive oil, 1 table-

spoon

 Salt and pepper, to

taste

Preparation

Place rack in lower
third of oven. Preheat
oven to 425 degrees
F. Rinse chicken and

pat dry. Place chicken
in cast iron frying pan,
breast side up. Tie
legs together. Rub oil
over entire chicken.
Season with salt and
pepper. Roast 60 to 90
minutes, to an internal
temperature of 165 de-
grees F. The skin will
be crisp and brown.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

Have coffee, learn what police
do. Join your neighbors and talk
with deputies and area police
officers at Coffee with a Cop, 10
a.m. to noon Monday, Sept. 30,
at Stompin’ Grounds Coffee, 306
Morris St., La Conner. Coffee
with a Cop breaks down the bar-
riers between law enforcement
and citizens with conversation.

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

The Town of La Conner will
hold a public workshop on the
Commercial Transition (Moore-
Clark) sub-area plan at 6 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 30, in Maple Cen-
ter. Come share your thoughts
with town staff and planning
consultants.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish
Library. 520 Morris St., La
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday.

+ Storytime for Children, 11 a.m.

Fridays.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount
Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov.

+ Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m.

Tuesdays. For shy ones.

Submit an event

Get eyes on your event
before the next Weekly
News hits the street. Go
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and
submit your event!

 Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

¢ Family Storytime, 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to
5, siblings welcome.

+ LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

* Bilingual Storytime and Songs,
1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6
and under with caregivers.

+ Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays,
school-aged teens.

+ Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. second Saturdays except
Jan., June, July, Dec.

MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 121
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5

Super Crossword

PLAYING A ROUND

66

78

-

ACROSS 58 Young 90 Golfer's 3 Doolittle of 39 Tot’s 79 Cap

1 Willing to go woman who’s cry when a “Pygmalion” “terrible” time 80 Testing site

along with it very skilled would-be 4 Places for 42 With 2-Down, 81 Often-

9 Lyric work with metal one-under- warships stand-up restricted
12 It follows pi golf clubs? par shot 5 Is plural? comic who flying zones
15 Swindle 60 CBS series almost goes 6 Life story, co-starred 84 Banks of
19 Receiving set in Vegas in the hole? in brief on Netflix's fashion

steady pay 61 “l never 92 Sheep group 7 Jeans maker “GLOW” 85 Telly network,

20 Extreme — purple 93 Foal's Strauss 43 Heron with “the”
agitation cow ... mother 8 ldyllic places cousin 86 By — of

22 Woman 62 Actress 94 Tears on foot 9 Slugger Mel 44 Rounded roof (due to)

23 Golf tee Dunham 95 Lettuce or 10 “Obviously!” halves 89 Hip-hop
shot that 64 Tennis star spinach 11 In advance of 45 — egg (flop) mogul Gotti
goes down Andre cultivated in 12 Broncriding 46 Native suffix 90 Belfry flier
a mountain 65 Precious a golf putting event 47 In addition 91 Urban
cliff? gem hidden area? 13 Pompous 48 Having an vehicle

25 Sheriff among a golf 101 One of the 14 Corrida yell irregular form 92 Followed
Taylor’s boy course’s long Twin Cities 152017 U.S. 49 Road 180s closely,

26 Leaking goop grass? 105 Bolt variety Open winner 50 ltalian painter as a dog

27 Suffix with 70 Immediately 106 Cattle call Stephens Guido — 93 Cat calls
hero 72 — buco 107 Jackie’s “O” 16 — pants 53 Male bud 95 Gets bigger

28 “Ho-hum” 73 In addition 109 Height: Prefix 17 Kin of “Ciao!” 55 From corner 96 Opponent

29 Harder 74 Sigh of relief 110 Elliptical 18 Clinton aide to corner: 97 Sidestep
to find 77 Amazingly 111 No matter Dee Dee Abbr, 98 Works by

30 Pretty soon executed how an errant 21 Viral videos, 57 Lacking in painter

33 Brilliant approach golf shot is e.g. variety, Francisco
golf shot? shot that a made? 24 On Social informally 99 Thai tongue

38 Big continent golfer recalls 117 Walk in Sec., say 58 Grooving on 100 Explode

40 Oultfielder often? shallow water 29 Group of 59 Native Kiwi 102 Amtrak train
Slaughter 80 “l Shot Andy 118 — Boys amateur 61 Christian rite 103 An archangel

41 Intertwine Warhol” (rap trio) sports teams 62 Speech flaw 104 Singer

42 Yearning actress 119 Thrombocyte playing for 63 USNA grad Lenya
to play golf Taylor 120 Winter glider fun 66 A part of 108 Atoll unit
again? 81 Lhasa — 121 Mag workers 31 “— really 67 “Get going!” 111 1860s prez

47 Bell’s ring 82 Circus venue 122 Likely (to) true?” 68 Actress Blunt 112 — glance

48 Your and my 83 Muffin grain 123 Special 32 Stannite yield 69 Hair curler 113 Quick bark

51 Red as — 84 Tots’ batting outdoor 34 Brand of lens 70 In — rush 114 Despite that

52 Scarf down game mall event solution 71 Actress Garr 115 Multiple-PC

53 Gift topper 86 Food intakes 35 Like spud- 75 — Spumante system

54 Singer Fisher 87 Belittle, in DOWN peeling Gls 76 Stockings 116 “Addams

56 Crater parts hip-hop 1 “Likewise” 36 Boxing stats 78 Sentenced to Family”

57 Eye sore 88 Cafe freebie 2 See 42-Down 37 Damsel punishment cousin
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p.m. Sunday and Monday.
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Through Sept. 29:

+ Joseph Gregory Rossano:
Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection
of large-scale works.

+ William Morris: Early Rituals.
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber

Arts Museum. 703 S. Second

St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday-Sunday. gfamuse-

um.org, 360-466-4288. Through

Oct. 13:

¢ Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt
Nihon. Various artists

+ Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Through
Sept. 29:

+ Signs, Signs, Everywhere
Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the work of local
signmaker Bob Mortenson.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer
and donation opportunities at
skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee

Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MUSIC

Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions.
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Al
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery,
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon.
SMGC promotes interest in
recreational gardening.

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that
focuses on tourism. Meets at
8:15 a.m. Mondays, 503 Morris
St., La Conner. Info: Gina Torpey,
360-228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m.
Mondays at Shawn O'Donnell’s
Restaurant.

Little Mountain Gamblers
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple
Center. For current agenda go to
www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME
FOR PLANTS — Check out
LaFountain’s, 125 Washington
St., La Conner. Questions? 360-
708-2022.

QUIET PRIVATE OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT overlooking
Skagit Bay. Second floor office
with southern exposure and great
natural light. Office is 8 by 22’
(176sf), wired for phone/internet.
Restrooms on main floor. Utilities
included. $350 per month. Con-
tact John at 425-218-8820.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

7 3 5
3 9 6
4 3
2 711
511 8
4 7
2 4 3
6 2
1 5 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 44 Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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The 84th annual National Newspaper Week is Oct. 6-12. Itis sponsored by Newspaper Association Managers,
Inc., the consortium of North American trade associations. But it is always the right time for a good political

cartoon.

POLICE BLOTTER

Sunday, Sept. 15

4:34 p.m.: Hit and got away — Hit and
Run MVA with the suspect backing into
the caller’s car while parked at Snow
Goose Produce. No plate was obtained,
and no cameras captured the incident.
Fir Island Rd., Conway.

Wednesday, Sept. 18

9:04 p.m.: Inside job? — Caller advised
that his trailer had been broken into and
ransacked. A deputy responded and took

a list of stolen items but did not find any
evidence on who the suspect may be.
Caller is going through a break-up and
believes this may have something to do
with what happened. Beaver Marsh Rd.,
greater La Conner.

Saturday, Sept. 21

10:46 a.m.: Up to the State Patrol

to make the chase - Report of a car
tailgating and driving recklessly. The

car turned onto SR20 and the call was
transferred to WSP. La Conner Whitney /

McClean Rds., greater La Conner.

7:57 p.m.: Not saying anything -
Subject driving a full-size truck was
backing out of the marina parking spot
when he hit the car next to him. The
suspect left the scene and refused to
share information. The suspect’s wife
was still on scene but refused to talk or
give any information. A deputy is waiting
for video to be downloaded and will then
follow through with hit and run charges.
N. Second St., La Conner.

School

= = = (from page 4)

we had not heard in this district for
a very long time.”

The board, with its monthly
standing meeting agenda item
entitled “What About Math,” was
saluted by WSSDA in 2023 as the
Board of the Year for Small Dis-
tricts. The statewide honor, Direct
notes, was in great measure an
acknowledgement of the district’s
willingness to take new approach-
es to address academic challenges.

“We couldn’t keep doing things
the way we were doing them,”

* Accepted a $500 donation
by the La Conner chapter of
Soroptimists to help families
eligible for assistance under the
McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act purchase fuel for
student transportation.

» Approved a new four-year plan
for its Career and Technology
Education programs.

 Approved overnight trips for
district students and teams
that qualify for state-level
competitions.

 Approved a new two-year,
82-page contract with the La
Conner Education Association

among other topics. Under the
agreement, beginning teachers
will start at $61,108 annually.
Salaries increase incrementally
based on years of service and
levels of continuing education.
* Student representatives Kellie
Cayou-Lockrem and Emmalin
Goodman provided feedback
on the district’s new cell phone
free zone policy. “Students are
more sociable,” Cayou-Lockrem
said. “And it’s a nice environ-
ment without phones. Students
are more engaged with asking
questions. More questions are
being asked in class.” Goodman

Deyo said, “if we wanted to close covering base and supplemental agreed. “When teachers ask for
the achievement gap.” salary schedules and observa- them, there’s always questions
Monday the board also: tion and evaluation procedures, now,” she said.
n n ’ ] - - - .
cltl Zen’'s Vl ew ly has the tribal police respondina  After | departed town council,

= » = (from page 2)

particularly response time by the
sheriff versus the high cost. Ironi-
cally, my successor on the council,
Mr. Carlson, was negative to my
frequent calls to negotiate with the
tribal police for a potential contract
yet now he is quoted referring to
the mutual agreement that typical-
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more timely manner.

I recall one incident cited was a
call made by a resident in the north
end to a robbery (I believe) where
the sheriff’s deputy responded
approximately one hour later and
then complained about having
to drive all the way from Sedro-
Woolley to respond, despite our
“La Conner detachment” status.

-
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the sheriff was rewarded with a
five-year contract rather than the
traditional four-year contract at a
comparably higher contract cost.
Way to go town!

Between the two organizations,
get ready for higher taxes folks.
Everything OLD is NEW AGAIN!

John Leaver is a former La
Conner Town Council member.
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STARTING THEIR LA CONNER CAREERS - New hires Jennifer
Herring (left) and Anji Viola compared notes from their Town Hall work

stations last Thursday.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

New Town Hall staffers
like their shared duties

By Bill Reynolds

They have adjoining desks
and confer regularly each day,
but Jennifer Herring and Anji
Viola, who were hired within
three months of each other this
year, took far different paths to La
Conner’s Town Hall.

Herring is a native Virginian
who earned a bachelor’s degree
in government and international
politics from George Mason
University near Washington,
D.C., served with the Peace Corps
in West Africa, and previously
worked as a children’s librarian
in the San Diego suburb of
Coronado, Calif.

Viola, a cousin of former Major
League Baseball All-Star pitcher
Frank Viola, is a self-described
“Valley Girl” who grew up in
Mount Vernon, earned degrees
from Skagit Valley College and
Western Washington University,
and taught English in Taiwan to
school-age and adult students.

Both are enjoying their new
work as town office assistants.

“We switch back and forth,”
Herring said of their shared
duties, which run the gamut of
municipal office tasks, from the
handling of correspondence and
facilities’ rental requests to sales
of yard waste punch cards.

Thus far, no two days have
been the same. Neither Herring
nor Viola expects that to change
anytime soon.

Viola, who previously served a
long tenure as SVC’s International
Program Coordinator, told the
Weekly News she was looking
“to try something new” when an
opening at Town Hall was posted
a few weeks back.

Career changes aren’t foreign
to her. Viola aspired, much like
Herring, to join the Peace Corps
after college. She also hoped for
an assignment in Africa, having
met famed British anthropologist
Jane Goodall, acclaimed globally
for her research work in Tanzania.

“She asked me to come work at
her sanctuary,” Viola said.

But a medical issue arose that
steered Viola to the Far East.

With a collegiate background
in human services and psychol-
ogy, Viola entered Taiwanese
classrooms well-suited to bridge
language and cultural barriers.

“Taiwan is my second home,”
she said, adding that “as an Amer-
ican, | was much sought after.”

The other English instructors
in the school system where Viola

taught were Canadian, South
African and British.

Herring grew up near the U.S.
capital and was well tutored in
American history at George
Mason.

“It was an amazing school to
attend,” Herring said the campus
with 27,000 undergraduates in
Fairfax, Virginia. “It was just
outside Washington, D.C., and
wasn’t too big.”

Her George Mason professors
were, for the most part, classroom
instructors as opposed to those
whose primary roles elsewhere
trend to research and publications.

“I had a political parties class,”
Herring recalled, “that was taught
by one professor who was a Dem-
ocrat and one who was a Repub-
lican. That was interesting. I also
had a professor who had been a
ClAagent.”

After earning her degree,
Herring said she “wanted to do
something for my country and
which challenged me out of
college.”

The Peace Corps, whose vol-
unteers serve abroad in support of
food security, education, agricul-
ture and climate accommodation,
checked those boxes.

Herring went to Togo, on the
Gulf of Guinea, noted for its
palm-lined beaches and hilltop
villages as well fortress-like clay
huts and open-air markets where
voodoo religious remedies are
sometimes sold.

Herring came to the area when
her husband, Scott, a U.S. Navy
sonar technician, was transferred
to NAS Whidbey Island.

“We had moved, and | was
looking for work,” Herring said.

She is quickly learning not only
the office routine, but to match
names with faces of town resi-
dents and business owners.

Viola was well acquainted
with numerous La Connerites
before hiring on here. Her mother,
Margo Grothe, formerly worked
as a graphic artist at the old Puget
Sound Mail newspaper in La
Conner prior to becoming SVC’s
longtime Life Transition Program
coordinator.

“A lot of people in La Conner
I’ve known for most of my life,”
Viola said.

Viola and Herring are fast be-
coming well known to locals and
others who visit Town Hall.

“I’m enjoying this so much,”
said Viola. “I love being able
to communicate with the
community.”
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CONNER WEEKLY NEWS!

Save the Date
Wed., Sept. 25, 7:00 p.m.
Civic Garden Club, 622 Second St.

Initial Meeting — Learn More!

Let’s maintain our hometown newspaper,
independent since 1879 — Continuing the
tradition of weekly publishing in La Conner.
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