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SUNDAY WAS A GREAT DAY TO CAST FOR SALMON – True: the worst day on the river is better than the best day at work. 
These folks followed the tide, knowing salmon would, too. Samish River, Aug. 25, 2024.� – Photo by Ken Stern

ROTARY RECOGNIZES ONE OF THEIR OWN – Leo 
Roozen was presented the Rotary International Paul 
Harris Fellow Award at the La Conner chapter’s annual 
auction and dinner at Maple Hall Saturday night. He is 
the retired president of the Washington Bulb Co.

– Photo by Ken Stern

Go fishing!

By Judy Booth

Samish River fishing is classified 
as “combat fishing” – it’s so crowd-
ed fisher people jockey for a place 
to plunk their poles in the water. A 
mini-boatless Bristol Bay. 

Over 50 hopeful fisher people attired 
in hip waders, camouflage jackets, ball 
caps and sunglasses, holding nets and 
casting poles, crowded the Samish 
River Sunday morning at the Samish 
River bridge on Bayview-Edison 
Road west of Farm to Market Road. 
The bridge is across from those cool 
live-aboard boat moorings. At 9:30 
a.m. fishers were still climbing over 
the road’s guardrail and wading into 
the river.

Billowing stark-white cumulous 
clouds dotted the skyline.

The recent rain made for a muddy 
shore and had more than one fisher-
man flailing in a soupy mix well past 
his ankles as they struggled to get to 
the river. A fellow went down on his 
butt, passed his long-handled net to 
his buddy and still had no leverage or 
solid ground for raising himself up.

King salmon – also known as 
Chinook – is the main species caught 
in the Samish river along with silvers 
– also called Coho. Later in the season 

– November into December – steel-
head show up. 

Kings are anadromous. They are 
born in freshwater, migrate to the 
ocean and return to their rivers as 
adults to spawn. 

Kings are the largest and most valu-
able. White Kings lack the red pigment 

found in regular King salmon and are 
sometimes marketed as “ivory king” 
and are considered more flavorful than 
their common cousin. 

Kings arrive in August and peak in 
September – their numbers swelling 
well into the thousands. Kings as large 
as 30-plus pounds have been caught 
here. 

It’s illegal to park on the bridge; ve-
hicles instead pull off Bayview-Edison 
Road and their passengers walk on the 
shoulder and down the embankment, 
then head a bit upstream. The river 
flows through private farmland, so 
be respectful and don’t trespass. Get 
there early if you want to get a spot 
not clogged with fisher people – before 
the sun’s up. No boat required. Further 
south are other sites, though not as 
accessible, just look for cars. The river 
is not visible from the road.

But whatever spot was their favorite, 
the river was empty of humans at 1 
p.m. The tide changed, of course.

The freshwater salmon season runs 
through Sept. 30 on the Samish River 
The daily limit is two at 12-inch min-
imum with release of wild coho and 
chum.

Anadromous fish rules change 
frequently:wdfw.wa.gov. 

Written for Barbara Carson.

Taking a chance on salmon in the Samish

Holiday Closures
Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 2
Bank: Closed 

Bus: Regular service
Library: Closed
Post office: Closed 
Schools: Closed

Town Hall: Closed
County governmentt offices: Closed
Trash pickup: Normal collection
In union we are strong!

By Bill Reynolds

It’s rare to be the recipient of a 
Rotary International Paul Harris 
Fellow Award, presented to those who 
have made significant contributions to 
the organization’s wide range of public 
service programs. 

That being the case, local tulip 
grower Leo Roozen is doubly es-
teemed by area Rotarians. 

Roozen received his second Paul 
Harris honor during the La Conner 
Rotary Club’s annual dinner and 
auction at Maple Hall Saturday night. 
The chapter will contribute $1,000 
in his name to their international 
organization.

“We’re honoring Leo for his com-
mitment to assisting our club with our 
annual tulip sale fundraiser,” said Club 
President Audrey Gravley, who noted 
that Roozen had previously been feted 

with a Harris award – named for the 
original founder of Rotary – by Mount 
Vernon Rotarians. 

“Our partnership with Washington 
Bulb Company, through Leo, has 
made ‘all hands-on deck for the month 
of April’ a workable and profitable 
enterprise for the Rotary Club of La 
Conner,” Gravley said. “Without an 
affordable and plentiful supply of 
flowers, none of this could happen.” 

The local chapter funds and supports 
numerous literacy, education, commu-
nity service and public health projects 
locally and internationally, including 
scholarship aid for La Conner High 
School seniors. 

Washington Bulb, located five miles 
northeast of La Conner, is the largest 
domestic grower of cut tulips, daffo-
dils and lilies and their bulbs and has 
been a Roozen family enterprise for 
two generations. 

La Conner Rotary and Washington 
Bulb has proved an ideal match 
through the years, Gravley said. 

Roozen concurred. 
“This means a lot to me,” he told 

the large turnout at Maple Hall upon 
receiving Harris award recognition 
from La Conner Rotary members. 
“My other Paul Harris award is in my 
office. This one will be in my home. 

“This reminds me of what Rotary 
means,” stressed Roozen. “Rotarians 
come together in common cause to 
achieve common goals. Rotarians have 
figured out that one profits most by 
serving best.” 

In addition to the award ceremony, 
the “Magic of Rotary” event featured 
silent and live auctions and a salmon 
and steak dinner catered by La Conner 
Seafood and Prime Rib. 

Roozen honored at La Conner ‘Magic of Rotary’ dinner auction

By Bill Reynolds

The challenges of balancing preservation of 
farmland, forest areas and wetlands with develop-
ment of affordable workforce housing in Skagit 
Valley are many and abundantly clear. 

Solutions, though, are less apparent and more 
elusive – but sorely needed, and now. 

The Skagit County League of Women Voters 
brought attention to the issue, organizing a 
90-minute public forum in Sedro-Woolley Aug. 21, 
emphasizing the challenge that has priced working 
families out of the valley and shrunk the labor 
pool. Some 100 people attended and more watched 
on YouTube.

“We focus on solutions,” moderator Elizabeth 
Jennings of Skagit County Community Action 
stressed at the start. “This isn’t an official govern-
ment meeting. We don’t endorse candidates We just 
bring people here who are knowledgeable.” 

The panel featured Sedro-Woolley Mayor Julia 
Johnson, Paul Woodmansee of BYK Construction, 
Tina Tate of Skagit Habitat of Humanity, John 
Janicki of Janicki Industries and state Rep. Sam 
Low of the 39th Legislative District. 

Johnson noted that home construction pric-
es have risen post-pandemic in part because of 

By Bill Reynolds

The couple planning to open a martial arts studio 
and fitness club on Maple Avenue at Washington 
Street didn’t face much of a fight when the project 
went before Town Hearing Examiner David Lowell 
last week. 

Tracy and April Emmanuelson-Barnett received 
overwhelming support during a well-attended 
one-hour public hearing on their application for 
a permit to revamp the former COA building on 
Maple Avenue. It has been vacant for two years after 
having been operated as restaurants since the 1970s, 
a non-conforming use in a residential zone. 

Lowell said afterward that he expects to rule 
within a few weeks on the Barnetts’ conditional use 
permit. 

Town planning staff has recommended that the 
permit be approved subject to the applicants meeting 
10 mandated conditions. 

The permit process was made necessary because 
the building – known to locals of a certain age as 
the old Joe’s Drive-In – had not been used as a 
restaurant for more than six months. Had the appli-
cants applied to open another restaurant there they 
would’ve been required to obtain a variance rather 
than a conditional use permit. 

Lowell has plenty of favorable public input to 
weigh prior to rendering his decision. Concerns 
voiced earlier, including letters in the Weekly 
News, over the loss of a residential property rarely 

Fitness club 
gets support 
at hearing

Forum tackles Skagit 
housing shortage 

THIS ONE’S A KEEPER – Caught by 
Scott Steel, stepson of local realtor Tim 
Good. Steel is bringing his 13-lb. King 
home to Sedro-Woolley. 	  

– Photo by Judy Booth
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Opinion
LETTERS TO THE EDITORFrom the editor — 

Labor Day = Memorial Day

– Ken Stern

Town’s housing 
commitment?

The Hearing Examiner’s 
decisions shouldn’t be a pop-
ularity contest. The code, the 
council, and administration 
shouldn’t leave it up to a hearing 
examiner’s decision to ensure a 
future with adequate housing! If 
the Municipal Code isn’t strong 
enough to preference housing 
over commercial use...especially 
in already residentially- zoned 
areas!... what has to change? This 
is not a new problem. Is it the 
municipal code? Or the council’s 
or administration’s or planning 
department’s commitments to 
housing? (Especially affordable 
housing... whether multi-family or 
publicly supported housing.) 

Bob Raymond
La Conner 

Investigate Rylee 
Fleury’s campaign

There are two candidates for 
Skagit County Commissioner, 
District 1, Ron Wesen and Rylee 
Fleury. I support neither, but I 
wish to know who will be repre-
senting the affairs of this county 
for the next term. Unfortunately 
Fleury is vague on profession-
al experience, education and 
community service in the voters’ 
pamphlet and his personal state-
ment sounds like it was written by 
someone else for him. 

He has a billboard on Hwy 
20 as well as many yard signs 
and a large box truck plastered 
with large campaign signage 
on its sides. These cost a lot of 
money. This piqued my interest 
enough to go to the Washington 
State Public Disclosure Com-
mission website to see who is 
supporting Fleury and how he 
makes a living now. 

Mr. Fleury has personally 
contributed over $1,000. His cam-
paign treasurer is Larry Jensen 
of Valley Pride in Skagit County. 
His name may be familiar for 
his involvement with the Tulip 
Valley/Tulip Town debacle and 
resulting lawsuits and alleged 
land use violations that occurred 
on Jensen’s property. 

Three major contributors to 
Fleury’s campaign are Valley 
Investments ($1,200), Rainbow 
Ranch ($1,200) and Country 
Cousins ($1,200). All three list 
their address as 15356 Produce 
Lane which happens to be the 
address of Larry Jensen’s Valley 
Pride business. Fleury listed a 
home address on Maple Lane, 

La Conner, a double-wide trailer 
which is listed as owned by 
Whale of a Good Time, also 
at 15356 Produce Lane (Larry 
Jensen). 

All this may be perfectly legal, 
but it has an appearance that 
merits some further explanation. 
If Rylee Fleury gets elected, will 
he be representing the citizens of 
Skagit County or Larry Jensen? 
If its Larry Jensen, Jensen owes 
Skagit County residents an expla-
nation of what his agenda is. 

I urge Rylee Fleury to sit down 
soon with Ken Stern and Bill 
Reynolds of the La Conner Week-
ly News and answer all questions 
fully and honestly.

Rick Shorten
Pleasant Ridge

Trump proves  
he is imperfect

Those who support the reelec-
tion of Mr. Donald Trump remind 
us that none of us are perfect, that 
to lash out at one over another 
is unfair, that we all have our 
faults. It must be said, however, 
that some individuals appear to 
be more imperfect than others, 
especially those in high places. 

“The US could have averted 
40% of the deaths from 
COVID-19,” according to a 
Lancet commission (England) 
tasked with assessing Donald 
Trump’s health policy record. 
In seeking to respond to the 
pandemic, Trump has been widely 
condemned for “not taking the 
pandemic seriously enough soon 
enough, spreading conspiracy 
theories, not encouraging mask 
wearing and undermining 
scientists and others seeking to 
combat the virus’s spread.” (The 
Guardian) 

After the attempted assassina-
tion of Mr. Trump in July, The 
Los Angeles Times interviewed 
two fellow high school students 
of the accused shooter, Thomas 
Matthew Crooks. One noted that 
Crooks was always alone during 
lunch; another that he was bullied 
every day he was in school. The 
media, post shooting, sought to 
answer the shooter’s possible 
motive? 

Yet who, we might ask, is our 
National Bully-in Chief? It is 
Mr. Trump who frequently and 
flagrantly demeans others. Not 
only his political rivals, “Kamala 
Harris is stupid,” “Lazy Joe,” 
(The Independent) but he has 
mocked handicapped individuals, 
as he did on national television 
during his 2016 campaign, and 
called prisoners of war (like John 

McCain) losers. 
Might not an unstable, bullied 

young man, perhaps take his 
anger out on a national figure 
who is a practicing bully? “In 
a wide-ranging assessment the 
(Lancet) commission said Trump 
“brought misfortune to the USA 
and the planet during his four 
years in office.” 

Do we really want four more 
years of such a less-than-perfect 
human being leading our country? 
I hope not. Vote for civility come 
November, vote for decency and 
reclaiming our democracy, vote 
for Kamala Harris.

Christine Wardenburg-Skinner
Edison

Anacortes water 
overcharges

I met with the mayor and the 
administrator of La Conner on 
Aug. 21. The purpose of the 
meeting was to see if the Town 
was going to contest the amount 
of money the Town of La Conner 
paid to the City of Anacortes for 
water for 2021 and 2022. The 
answer was “no.”

The agreement between the 
town and the city calls for arbitra-
tion if there is a disagreement, but 
the mayor and the administrator 
found no problem, no need to sit 
down with the mayor of Ana-
cortes. This, in spite of the fact 
that Anacortes, by my calculation, 
owes us $46,858 for 2021 and 
2022.

They did agree that the admin-
istrator would write a letter to 
Anacortes, in advance of the 2023 
reconciliation, citing the need 
to recognize three flaws in the 
accounting: 1) Expenses for cus-
tomer records should be allocated 
based on the number of accounts, 
not volume of water consumed. 2) 
Expenses for labor in the distribu-
tion of water should be allocated 
to retail. 3) Revenue from irriga-
tion should be subtracted from the 
costs allocated to regional, which 
includes La Conner. 

If Anacortes honors the changes 
in accounting, the Town of La 
Conner should receive a refund of 
$4,351 for 2023.

Dan O’Donnell
La Conner

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor of up to 

350 words are welcome. Include 
your name, address and phone 
number for verification. Letters 
are edited for civility and style. 
Send to editor@laconnernews.
com by 5 p.m. Sunday.

By Greg Whiting

From 1999 – 2001, I worked 
for Florida Power & Light. Part 
of my job was to figure out how 
that company should make use 
of energy technologies that were 
just emerging from the laborato-
ry into commercial use.

Twenty-five years later, to 
borrow a line from Raul Julia 
in “Street Fighter,” some of the 
technologies I was studying “are 
Tuesday.” In other words, they’re 
no longer exotic. They no longer 
attract attention. They’re just 
what exists, barely worthy of 
comment. Compact fluorescent 
lights, just being introduced then, 
are obsolete already; lighting ex-
perts think they’ll be completely 
gone by 2030. LED lights, in 
pre-commercial development 
then, are Tuesday.

Technology introduction 
takes time, often about 30 years 
from laboratory to commercial 
success. We aren’t at routine 
“Tuesday” status for a lot of the 
things I was working on, but 
we’re getting close.

One of those “close” technol-
ogies is plug-in electric vehicles 
(EVs), with regenerative braking 
and lightweight batteries that 
can be recharged by plugging in 
the car. Hybrid vehicles, which 
combine internal combustion en-
gines with traction batteries, are 
moving towards plug-in hybrids, 

like the Chevy Volt I drive. Plug-
in hybrids improve fuel economy 
and lower fuel costs by enabling 
the user to “top up” the car with 
electricity. Non-hybrid battery 
EVs, which use no gas, are 
offering longer ranges and lower 
prices every year.

In the U.S., with our low gaso-
line prices (by global standards), 
and our perception that we might 
have to drive long distances, EV 
adoption has been slower than it 
has elsewhere. In Norway, with 
$8/gallon gas and most of the 
population within a 300-mile 
driving radius, EVs accounted 
for around 80% of the cars sold 
last year.

EVs are moving from being 
exotic toys, to mainstream use. 
Police forces are starting to adopt 
EVs for their lower fuel and 
maintenance costs, and better 

acceleration. We’re only a few 
years away, even in the U.S., 
from a combination of plug-in 
hybrids and pure battery electrics 
becoming “Tuesday.”

The pace of EV adoption will 
go up and down based on gas 
prices, long-range battery intro-
duction speed and politics. Some 
politicians are trying to speed 
this up or slow it down, but that 
will only make a difference of a 
couple of years in either direc-
tion.

When (not if) battery range 
gets just a little higher, and costs 
get just a little lower, a major 
shift to EVs, like we’re seeing in 
other countries, is inevitable. The 
range-extending, cost-lowering 
battery technologies I described 
last week are no longer just 
lab curiosities; they’re close to 
commercial availability. And, EV 

costs are still falling.
I spend a lot of La Conner 

Weekly News ink on EVs 
because it’s important for La 
Conner to be aware of the inev-
itability and magnitude of the 
upcoming EV transition. Over 
the next few years, the propor-
tion of new plug-in vehicles will 
increase, and will then increase 
even more, suddenly. That’s how 
technology adoption always 
works. If you’re interested in 
learning more, search the internet 
for the term “S-curve.”

To be ready, La Conner needs 
more public charging stations, 
and at least one “fast” charging 
station. People who are visiting 
need to be able to charge their 
cars while shopping. Without 
fast charging, we run the risk of 
being bypassed, like Radiator 
Springs in the movie “Cars.”

Once exotic, it’s almost ‘Tuesday’ for electric vehicles

373 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 16 weeks to paper’s final issue

Monday is Labor Day, the last of the summer season holidays and 
the unofficial start of fall. It is the picnic and barbeque holiday, the 
gather friends and family together occasion, the toast the kids before 
they head off or back to college or return to the classroom holiday. 

It is a holiday that is uniquely American, as if our laborers are 
special, and separate from the riff raff of all the other workers 
around the world. The U.S. Congress created Labor Day in 1894 to 
distance American workers as far as possible – four months – from 
May Day, the almost universally recognized and celebrated Interna-
tional Workers Day. In just about every country in the world, May 1 
is when people take to the streets in parades, marching shoulder to 
shoulder across vocations, work classifications and wage gaps.

Labor Day used to have real meaning, though in that typical suck-
the-complexity-and-depth-out-of-it twist American culture imposes 
on so much of our common history, it has fallen to the remnants of 
labor unions to fly the tattered flags that they still carry.

The bumper sticker cliché “Unions: The folks who brought you 
the weekend” is too glib, its necessarily short and upbeat phrasing 
unable to make the critical point that thousands, perhaps more, were 
killed as they fought for decent working conditions as simple as 
bathroom breaks and as necessary as fire exits and health and safety 
standards.

How did the weekend come about? American workers first 
agitated – took to the streets – for a 12-hour day. Then the struggle 
became winning a 10-hour day. Alongside there was insisting on 
and the push for a six-day work week.

Yes, what we take for granted, normal, the eight-hour day and 
five-day work week, were once fantasies for America’s working 
classes. 

The struggle has been more than a fight and more than one battle 
and went on decade after decade throughout the 19th and 20th centu-
ries. People died. Lots of people, in one strike, one battle, one massa-
cre after another. Google labor massacre. You will find, as a sample:

Morewood Massacre, Pennsylvania, 1891, seven workers killed. 
The Lattimer Massacre, Pennsylvania, 1897, 19 workers dead. The 
Ludlow Massacre, Colorado, 1914, 21 workers killed. And Chica-
go’s Memorial Day Massacre, 1937, 10 workers killed. There is the 
Battle of Blair Mountain in West Virginia, 1920, the largest inter-
nal American conflict outside the Civil War, with over 100 people 
dying.

Unarmed, nameless to us, workers died, shot in the back, shot in 
their homes, shot in the street, shot with their wives and children 
huddled in tents on a Colorado plateau. That is probably true in 
just about every state in the nation, whenever people stiffened their 
backbones, organized together, stood up and said “No,” or really, 
“Yes.” Yes to dignity. Yes to jobs and freedom, Yes, “I am a man.” 
Striking Memphis garbage workers were carrying that sign in April 
1968 when Martin Luther King Jr. came to support them.

It is hard to find the American working class today. Politicians 
extoll the middle class. Our rich get lavish tax cuts. The poor cannot 
get their minimum wage increased, not since 2009 nationally, when 
it was upped to $7.25. Try living on that 40 hour-a-week paycheck.

All those migrants dying in our desert borderlands, they are un-
documented workers, the very real descendants of the Irish, Italians, 
Poles, Slavs, Greeks, Germans, Scandinavians, Lithuanians and, of 
course Jews, all who came, worked, got sick and died as America’s 
underclass. Oh, and Africans, of course. And Asians, from China, 
India, Japan, probably every country of that huge continent.

For decades, indeed generations, from the 1830s into the 1960s, 
many stuck together to end the dying in factories and deaths in the 
fields and so died in the streets fighting together for a better life for 
all of us, at least all their fellow workers. That is why they sang 
“Solidarity Forever” and “The Union Makes us Strong.”

Because it did and it does. But Americans forgot and hardly 
march shoulder to shoulder anymore. The parades have petered out. 
We eat hot dogs without caring, much less knowing, that workers 
reach across borders, intentionally celebrating International Workers 
Day every May 1. In reality Americans are not better or special or 
separate from the rest of the world’s masses. We just let corporate 
America and their many political lackeys insist that we are. 
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Skagit Valley
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15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA 
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A celebration of life will be 
held for Mike Chevalier from 2 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 14, at 
the Shelter Bay clubhouse. 

Soft liquor will be served and 
Santo Coyote will cater a taco 
bar. Please come and share a 
favorite story about Mike.

CELEBRATION  
OF LIFE

•	 July 5, 2017, was the first 
issue of the La Conner Weekly 
News published under Ken 
Stern’s ownership. The editor 
apologizes to the publisher 
for this typo appearing in last 
week’s edition, the 372nd 
he has edited, of the Weekly 
News.

•	 The Aug. 21 editorial on 
housing incorrectly stated that 
COA, the previous user at 214 
Maple Ave., operated under 
a conditional-use permit. It 
operated as a pre-existing, 
non-conforming use. The abili-
ty to use the site as a restaurant 
again became invalid after six 
months. The property’s zoning 
has been residential.

CORRECTIONS

By Ken Stern

How much would you spend 
to win a seat in the Washing-
ton state Senate? To continue 
representing Legislative District 
10, incumbent Sen. Ron Muzzall 
(R-Oak Harbor) spent $462,878 
ahead of the Aug. 6 primary. 
That is $18.72 for each of the 
24,724 votes he received. That 
won him 48.2% of the vote. He 
may spend that much or trying to 
win reelection in November.

His opponent, Janet St. Clair, 
an Island County commissioner, 
came in second, both in votes 
and campaign spending. In 
gaining 23,391 votes, 45.6%, she 
spent $164,123, $7.02 for each 
vote.

Coming in a distant third 
in votes, but first by a mile 
in his cost expenditures, was 
Denny Sandberg. In spending 
$142 to win 3,072 votes, 6%, 
he invested a nickel for each 
vote he received. The Camano 
Island resident is a former small 
business owner and U.S. Navy 
veteran.

Republican Carrie Kennedy 
fared much better than Sandberg, 
coming in second in the LD 10 
Pos. 1 primary. Her $1,338 in 
campaign expenses helped her 

get 13,374 votes, 26.4%. The Is-
land County Navy veteran spent 
ten cents per vote to handily 
outpace Arlington City Coun-
cilmember Yvonne Gallardo-Van 
Ornam, who finished a distant 
third with 10,700 votes, 21.1%. 
She invested $42,778, or $4 per 
vote.

Rep. Clyde Shavers (D-Oak 
Harbor) won an absolute major-
ity of the vote, 52.3% in seeking 
reelection. He spent $86,829, 
$3.28 per vote to win 26,484 
votes.

Rep. Dave Paul (D-Oak 
Harbor) won handily in his 
reelection bid. The two term Pos. 
2 representative spent $81,500, 
$2.89 per vote, to gain 28,186 
votes, 55.5%. Republican Gary 
Wray, of Island County, spent 
$4,922, or $0.22 per vote, to earn 
22,542 votes, 44.4%. They are on 
the November ballot.

The candidates raised, lent 
themselves funds and went into 
debt. See table with story.

All funding data are from 
the state Public Disclosure 
Commission.

Contributions and expendi-
tures are to each candidate’s 
campaign. This analysis does not 
include funds raised or spent in-
dependently by outside sources. 

For Muzzall, $331,494 more was 
spent by organizations support-
ing him, while supporters of St. 
Clair spent $114,606 to defeat 
Muzzall. Outside groups spent 
another $48,160 to promote St. 

Clair. No independent money 
against her has been reported to 
the PDC.

State news sources report 
that Muzzall’s campaign has 
the highest funding of any state 

legislative candidate.
Washington state Senators 

have an annual salary of $60,191.
Washington state Represen-

tatives have an annual salary of 
$61,997.

LD 10 candidates spent heavily to win votes

By Anne Basye

Dredging in the Swinomish 
Channel will begin Sept. 9 and 
continue until mid-February, 
says the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

Last dredged in 2018, the 
11-mile long, 100-feet wide, 
12-feet deep federal navigation 
channel is dredged every four 
to six years because “navigation 
through the channel is essential 
for commerce in the area,” said 
Sara Young, executive director of 
the Port of Skagit. 

Most of the work during the 
round-the-clock, six-days-a-
week project will take place at 
the entrances of the channel. At 
the south end, the Skagit River 

constantly deposits silt as it hits 
Goat Island near the jetty. At the 
north entrance, silt builds up in 
slow-moving water where Fidal-
go Bay and the channel meet. 

The channel between La 
Conner and the Swinomish res-
ervation also silts up. “When my 
father was a teenager, they were 
able to walk across the channel 
to La Conner,” said J. J. Wilbur, 
chai of the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community Port Com-
mission. “That’s how shallow it 
was.” 

To prepare for dredging around 
the Swinomish docks, the tribe 
has been removing derelict 
vessels and cleaning up. They 
will move vessels as needed to 
accommodate the contractor. 

American Construction Co. 
Inc. will dredge approximately 
150,000 cubic yards from the 
south entrance, Hole-in-the-Wall 
and Rainbow Bridge areas and 
the north entrance. Scows will 
carry the material to an open-
water disposal site in the Rosario 
Strait, which runs northwest of 
Cypress Island. 

The channel will remain open 
during dredging operations, but 
the USACE advises waterway 
users to slow down, reduce 
wakes, pay attention to rig mark-
ing, be cautious and maintain a 
safe distance from all dredging 
equipment. 

According to Young, the US-
ACE does a good job coordinat-
ing its work with stakeholders. 

The Port of Skagit, the Port of 
Anacortes, the Swinomish and 
Upper Skagit tribes, the Town 
of La Conner, the Shelter Bay 
community and Skagit County 
meet with the USACE two or 
three times every year to give the 
USACE the users’ perspective on 
the channel and stay up to date 
on the USACE’s dredging cycle. 

“Our primary goal is to 
advocate for funding through 
the federal Water Resources 
Development Act,” said Young. 
“We work with our legislative 
delegation to make sure that 
when dredging is needed, the 
funding is programmed in the 
corps budget.” 

During the project, USACE 

will stay in touch with users 
like Mavrik Marine CEO Bailey 
Shewchuck, who needs channel 
access in October and November 
when Mavrik will conduct sea 
trials on a new ferry. 

All in-water work is sched-
uled during a “fish window,” 
when dredging work poses the 
lowest risk to fish species and 
habitat. 

“We’re happy to be involved 
with the dredging program and 
with the Port of Skagit, the Town 
of La Conner and the USACE,” 
said Wilbur. 

“The work won’t hurt the fish 
and we will get a good deeper 
mooring and utilize more of our 
docks.”

Corps of Engineers to start Swinomish Channel dredging Sept. 9

LD 10 candidate fundraising and expenditures for Aug. 6, 2024 primary election.

Candidate               Votes    % of Vote*    Contributions    Expenditures    Cost per Vote	
	
Legislative District 10 State Senator	 							     
Denny Sandberg, Independent   3,072       6.0%	                                 $0	        $142	                  $0.05 
Janet St Clair, Democrat	        23,391      45.6%	      $216,876	 $164,123	                  $7.02 	 	
Ron Muzzall, Republican	      24,724      48.2%	      $577,372	 $462,878	                $18.72 	
	
                          Totals 51,250     99.9%	      $794,248            $627,144                $25.78 

Legislative District 10 State Representative Pos. 1					   
Carrie R. Kennedy, Republican   13,374      26.4%          $7,115	     $1,338	                  $0.10  	
Yvonne Gallardo-Van Ornam, Rep.   10,700      21.1%	        $84,979	   $42,778	                  $4.00 	  
Clyde Shavers, Democrat	      26,484      52.3%	      $140,551	   $86,829	                  $3.28 	  

                           Totals 50,616    99.9%	      $232,645            $130,946                   $7.38 

Legislative District 10 State Representative Pos. 2						    
Dave Paul, Democrat	      28,186      55.5%	      $153,771	  $81,500	                   $2.89 		
Gary Wray, Republican	       22,542      44.4%	          $5,954	           $4,922	                   $0.22 	

Total Votes	                   50,781      99.9%	      $159,724 	  $86,422 	                  $3.11 
* Rounding error: write in votes not included.								      
Vote totals: Washington Secretary of State.								      
Contribution and expenditure totals: Washinton Public Disclosure Commission.			   		
		

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com



By Bill Reynolds

Classes haven’t started yet but 
two La Conner High School stu-
dents already have homework. 

Emmalin Goodman and 
Kellie Cayou-Lockrem will be 
providing feedback to school 
board members on the district’s 
new cell phone policy, their first 
task as the board’s new student 
representatives. 

“We value your input,” board 
member John Agen told the 
panel’s student reps. “We’d like 
to have you be the most engaged 
student representatives we’ve 
ever had.” 

Board President Susie Deyo 
said that rather than assigning 
Goodman and Cayou-Lockrem 
an annual project, as previously, 
they will be assigned shorter, 
more timely monthly topics. 

Student feedback on new cell 
phone restrictions is expected to 

be topical. 
In an initial district survey, 

families indicated they like 
the idea of restricted student 
cell phone use believing it will 
reduce distracted learning and 
unnecessary social interaction 
between students. Their chief 
concern was fewer opportuni-
ties for emergency and family 
communications. 

“But 40% said they had no sig-
nificant concerns (with students) 
not having cell phones,” Director 
of Teaching and Learning Beth 
Clothier told board members. 

Clothier and Middle-High 
School Principal Christine Tripp 
outlined the plan for restricting 
cell phone use. Middle school 
students will place their cell 
phones in a locked case at the 
start of each school day. High 
school students will keep their 
phones secured in a magnetic 
Yondr pouch that can be un-

locked once the school day ends. 
“Using the Yondr pouches is a 

pretty common practice now at 
concerts,” said Clothier. 

Board members said Cherri 
Kahns, executive assistant to 
Superintendent David Cram, had 
gleaned the framework for the 
student cell phone procedures 
from the Mercer Island School 
District. 

“Cherri pulled a lot of material 
together,” Clothier said. “We 
made tweaks to fit our situation.” 

Tripp said that the Yondr 
pouches are designed to help 
students learn when cell phone 
use is appropriate – a skill that 
transfers to future college and 
career settings. 

“When we’re at work,” Tripp 
said, “we don’t have our cell 
phones out because that’s not an 
appropriate place.” 

Pouches have been ordered 
and were shipped Aug. 23, staff 
said. 

Clothier said that during the 
first three days of school, staff 
will help students acclimate 
to the new procedures. Initial 
violations will draw warnings. 
Repeated infractions will result 
in phones being taken for the rest 
of the school day. 

What happens if students for-
get to unlock their phones before 
going home?

School & Sports
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www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

Are you or your loved one 
considering help with 

navigating every day life? 
I can help! 

In Home Caregiver

• Personal care
• Transportation
• Grocery shopping
• Light housekeeping
• Meal prep
• Med management

You can reach me at 
360-421-3919

Experience with compassion. 

2600 Cedardale Rd,
 Mount Vernon 360-424-4548soundcedar.com

Big Foot is Coming to 
La Conner

September 14! 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

It was a back-to-work Monday 
morning this week for La Conner 
High School volleyball team 
players and coaches.

After a busy summer of team 
camps and open gyms, head 
coach Pam Keller, assistant 
Kamea Luna and a roster led by 
lone senior Addie Wigal were 
eager to hit the Landy James Ac-
tivity Court hardwood by 9 a.m.

“We’re very young this year,” 
Keller said.

She guided the Braves to a 
state tourney berth last year in 
her first season as head coach.

“But this is a very coachable 
group,” Keller said. “They’ve put 
a lot of time in this summer and 
they truly like being together on 
the volleyball court.”

With the team chemistry box 
checked, the next column to ad-
dress is big-match experience. 

The 2B Braves will see larger 
school at the annual Burlington-
Edison High School pre-season 
jamboree before opening at home 
at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 10 opposite 1A 
Blaine.  

La Conner launches the 2024 
campaign minus recent gradu-
ates Morgan Huizenga, Abigail 
Udlock, and Natalie Koch.

Huizenga, a 5-foot-9 hitter, 
joined the Skagit Valley College 
net program this fall. Udlock 
will compete for the University 
of Puget Sound golf team in the 

spring.
Wigal, a 5-foot-6 defensive 

specialist, will be called upon 
this year for leadership skills 
and crisp passing. Keller has no 
doubt that Wigal is up to the task.

“She’s a really good team 
leader,” Keller said.

Wigal will be joined by juniors 
Maeve McCormick and Addison 
Keller plus a host of talented 
freshmen who made key contri-
butions as eighth graders to La 
Conner’s 2023 post-season run.

Maeve McCormick switched 
between middle blocking and 
outside hitting duties last season. 
Addison Keller, like Wigal, fo-
cused on defense and passing.

Nora McCormick, Reese Bird 
and Abigail Poulton logged var-
sity time as eighth graders for the 
Braves, who won seven of eight 
conference matches and finished 
13-9 overall, including the state 
tournament trip to Yakima.

Nora McCormick floated 
between middle blocking and 
outside hitting. Poulton was pri-
marily a middle hitter and Bird 
was a right-side hitter.

Coach Keller anticipates the 
2024 La Conner team’s strong 
suits being defense, passing and 
smart decision-making.

The Braves will once again 
play a strong non-league 
schedule along with traditional 
rivals Coupeville, Orcas Island, 
Friday Harbor and Mount Vernon 
Christian.

Braves will rely on youth  
for volleyball this season

ALL TOGETHER NOW — The La Conner High School volleyball team 
gathers around the net before a pre-season practice session.

— Bill Reynolds photo

By Bill Reynolds

Remember “Eight Is Enough,” 
the popular 1970s TV drama? 

It’s now the new mantra for La 
Conner High School football, at 
least for the next two seasons.

Faced with declining enroll-
ment as the smallest Class 2B 
school system in Washington, 
La Conner school officials opted 
following the 2023 season and 
a series of community meetings 
to downsize the team to eight 
players.

The Braves will play an inde-
pendent eight-man schedule this 
season and next. They will not be 
eligible for post-season action. 
Playoff spots are reserved for 1B 
schools.

During the next two school 
years, efforts will be made to 
grow the La Conner football 
program. The goal is to attract 
enough athletes to return to 
an 11-player team, even as the 
school fields competitive boys’ 
soccer teams.

Braves head coach Charlie 
Edwards greeted 14 players to 
the team’s first 2024 practice 
session on Aug. 21. That’s more 
turnout than he saw at first 
practices in 2022 and 2023.

“This is a great start,” Edwards 

told players before handing out 
equipment. “We’re looking for-
ward to having a great season.”

The Braves will build around 
three seniors: all-purpose back-
field standout C.J. Edwards and 
offensive linemen/outside line-
backers Jaydin Clark and Marlon 
Edwards.

Junior lettermen Brent Bobb 
(WR/DB) and Chas James (OL/
DL) will also play key roles.

In addition, two sophomores 
and seven freshmen reported to 
the season’s first practice.

“We’re lucky to have a good, 
athletic group of underclass-
men,” Edwards said. 

Edwards said additional 
players are expected to join the 
team’s ranks prior to La Conner’s 
season debut at 3 p.m. Sept. 6 
opposite Pomeroy at neutral site 
Sunnyside High School in the 
Yakima Valley.

Edwards and his staff noted the 
wide-open nature of eight-man 
football, which is played on a 
regular 100-by-52-yard field. All 
players, linemen included, will 
learn ball-carrying techniques.

“You never know when some-
one might have to pick up the 
ball and run with it,” Edwards 
said.

In fact, Edwards recalled, 

several Braves linemen took 
handoffs in the backfield during 
La Conner’s 26-13 home triumph 
over Annie Wright Academy of 
Tacoma last year.

“We want these guys to be 
ready and prepared,” he said.

Edwards and assistant coaches 
Eddie Almaraz, Ricky Richards 
and John Agen (who quarter-
backed the 1973 La Conner team 
to a 9-0 regular season mark and 
state playoff berth) have them-
selves done much preparation 
ahead of this season.

“I’ve attended a half-dozen 
clinics online and as a staff 
we’ve been meeting the last two 
or three weeks to talk strategy,” 
Edwards said. “We’ve been 
planning. The advice we’ve been 
getting from eight-man coaches 
around the state is to ‘get fast.’”

What Edwards is telling his 
players is to take advantage of 
the opportunity they have this 
year, despite having no pathway 
to postseason.

“Every (regular season) game 
is our playoffs,” he said. “We 
came this close to losing the pro-
gram. You don’t get to put these 
pads and helmets on again (after 
high school). You don’t want to 
take anything for granted. You 
don’t want to have any regrets.”

Braves start 8-man grid season

School district’s cell phone policy launching

(continued on page 8)
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Arts & Entertainment

A&E BRIEFLY

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming arts and entertainment 
activities.

BrewFest on the Skagit. Annual 
fundraiser for the Lincoln Theatre 
Foundation, now sponsored by 
the Mount Vernon Chamber of 
Commerce. Saturday, Sept. 7, 
2-7 p.m. Music by The Chris 
Eger Band, Eden and Friends 

for the Ghost. Cold beer, cider, 
wine and delicious food. South 
First Street and West Broadway, 

Mount Vernon. $37 ticket 
includes six samples. Tickets at 
mountvernonchamber.com/.
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations WILL NOT 
be accepted on  

Labor Day, Monday, Sept 2
Regular schedule resumes the 

following Monday 1-3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

2
0

2
4

OakHarborFestival.com
NON PROFIT 501(c)(3) • EIN#46-1637770

LABOR DAY WEEKEND  
FREE 3 DAY  

MUSIC FESTIVAL

Sponsored in part by

August 30 ThroughAugust 30 Through
September 1, 2024September 1, 2024

Oak Harbor Oak Harbor 
Music FestiMusic Festivalval

Oak Harbor 
Music Festival

finefeatheredfriends@wavecable.com 
www.fine-featheredfriends.com

101 N 1st St #5
La Conner

360.399.1610 

OPEN
10 to 5 Daily 

By Stephanie Banaszak

La Conner businesses shared 
a common thread of creativity 
last weekend with the first annual 
Junior Art Walk Friday. Area 
tweens and teens’ – our next 
generation of artists – artwork 
was displayed in merchants’ 
windows throughout Morris and 
First streets. 

The La Conner Swinomish 
Library hosted weekly art-making 
sessions on Wednesday mornings 
leading up to the event. Art sup-
plies were purchased from Mystic 
Art Supply based on adult mentor 
artists’ subjects. Instruction varied 
from self-portraits, photography, 
watercolor, illustration and print-
making to songwriting and poetry. 
Junior artists were encouraged to 
make every style of art imagin-
able and to create art at home. 

Because the idea was formed 
in late June after school was out, 
it proved challenging to network 
with youth ages 10-18. Through 
deliberate efforts of personal net-
working and social media posts, 
the library connected with a hand-
ful of committed junior artists. 

Thirty-two finished pieces of 
artwork were assigned to busi-
nesses. The art went up Aug. 22. 
Each original was backed by an 
orange piece of kraft paper to 
unify the event and match the 
brightly colored poster created by 
junior artist Finley Hancock, fea-
turing an original illustration by 
junior artist Jonathan Gonzales. 

The day started with a 3 
p.m. kickoff at the library. A 
small crowd of junior artists, 
their families, library board 
members and staff gathered 
in the meeting room as heavy 

summer rain lacquered the streets. 
Refreshments from O’Neill’s, La 
Conner’s new confectionery store, 
were neatly arranged. Library 
Director Jean Markert welcomed 
everyone and specifically thanked 
Tom and Alexa Robbins for 
generously funding the event 
through contributions from 
the 2023 Tom Robbins Day 
community fundraiser. 

Markert emphasized that the 
Junior Art Walk filled a much-
needed gap for youth to make art 
during summer. Two performance 
artists demonstrating their talent 
finished the kickoff. Rachel Haley 
read an insightful poem from her 
self-published book and singer/
songwriter Analiese Trussell sang 
an original song about bananas in 
a pure and lilted tone. 

At 3:30 p.m., artists and 
attendees were given a map to 

locate their art at participating 
businesses while the performance 
artists took to the stage at Gilkey 
Square until 5 p.m. The art stayed 
up for the entire weekend as a 
self-guided tour for extended 
family and weekend tourists to 
enjoy. Some pieces are still in 
merchant windows. 

The event unfolded into more 
than youth creating art. It became 
a community-supported event 
where local adult artists ensured 
the next art-making generation 
and businesses celebrated La 
Conner’s future artistic heritage. 

The Jr. Art Walk was sponsored 
by the La Conner Swinomish 
Library, MoNA Link and 
the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community.

Stephanie Banaszak is a La 
Conner Swinomish Library 
board member.

Junior Art 
Walk helps 
kids express 
themselves

INSPIRATION IN ACTION — Showcasing her vocal and songwriting 
talent, Analiese Trussell captivates the audience during the Junior Art 
Walk kickoff at the La Conner Swinomish Library Aug. 23. Performing 
her original song “Bananas” on her ukulele, she soon had the room 
tapping to her beat.� — Photo courtesy of Stephanie Banaszak

Summer is coming to 
an end and pretty soon the 
Rufous hummingbirds will 
follow their instinct and 
migrate south to Mexico and 
further. 

Right now they’re constant-
ly feeding and fighting with 
the Anna’s hummingbirds in 
order to put on extra weight 
for their long way south. They 
make this trip individually, 
not in the security of a flock, 
but may be stopping in some 
places along the way.

Most of the males have 
already left, but at our house 
we still see a lot of smaller 
females who may have been 
born later this summer. Once 
they’re gone, we can think 
about taking our clippers out 
and trimming the blackberry 

bushes, although not before 
the robins have had their share 
of berries!

It is important not to do 
too much yard work during 
nesting time. Hummingbird 
nests are very small, easily 
overlooked and snipped off. 
The nests are made expand-
able, woven with spider webs, 
mosses and lichens, large 
enough for a few jelly-bean-
sized eggs. When the birds 
grow the nest expands, but 
it’s still small enough to be 
overlooked.

After tending to Anna’s 
hummingbirds all winter long, 
we’re also happy to see the 
Rufous again in the beginning 
of March, as this one, above. 

Text and photo by Rosi 
Jansen

Rufous hummingbird will fly

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

If The Scone Lady is 
closed, or if you want 
a latte or tea with your 

scone, visit us.
Open at 7 am daily

106 S. 1st St., La Conner

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

We have Scone Lady scones!
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

LEGAL NOTICES

Find 
us on
Social 
Media

Facebook

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

@laconnerweeklynews

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

KEITH DEWEY, as his 
separate property

Plaintiff
vs.

THE HEIRS & DEVISEES 
OF ROY E. HAGIN, 

Deceased; THE HEIRS & 
DEVISEES OF NELLIE E. 
HAGIN, Deceased;  THE 
HEIRS & DEVISEES OF 
LEONARD E. HAGIN, 

Deceased; THE HEIRS & 
DEVISEES OF DOROTHY 

HAGIN, Deceased; AND 
ALL OTHER PERSONS 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY INTEREST IN OR 

TO THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY
Defendants

№    24-2-00745-29
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON TO: ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN 

CLAIMING ANY 
INTEREST IN OR TO 
THE SUBJECT REAL 

PROPERTY, Defendants:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the first publica-
tion of this summons, to wit, 
within sixty days after the 24th 
day of July, 2022, and defend 
the above entitled action in 
the above entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the 
plaintiff, and serve a copy of 
your answer upon the under-
signed attorney for plaintiff at 
his office below stated; and in 
case of your failure so to do, 
judgment will be rendered 
against you according to the 
demand of the complaint, 
which has been filed with the 
clerk of said court.
The object of this action is to 

quiet title to certain real prop-
erty, located in Skagit County, 
Washington, and described as 
follows:
That portion of the West 20 

feet of the East 600 feet of 
Government Lot 1, Section 13, 
Township 35 North, Range 10 
East, W.M. lying North of the 
Skagit River.
DATED:  July 22, 2024.
/s/________________
CRAIG SJOSTROM #21149
Attorney for Plaintiff
1204 Cleveland Ave.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 848-0339
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, July 24, 31, 
Aug. 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATES OF:
LELAND KENNETH 

NELSON,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-01618-31
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030 

THE PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE NAMED 
BELOW has been appointed 
as personal representative of 
this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 

notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060. This bar is effective 
as to claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and non-
probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: August 14, 2024.
Franklin L. Nelson
Personal Representative 
Attorney for Personal 
Representative: 
Bradley E. Neunzig, 
WSBA #22365
Address for Mailing or 
Service:
P.O. Box 188
103 North Street 
Arlington, WA 98223
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number: Snohomish 
County Superior Court, Cause 
No. 24-4-01618-31.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Aug. 14, 21, 28, 
2024.

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 
SWINOMISH TRIBAL 

COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN 

RESERVATION
In the Petition for 

Dissolution of Marriage:
Talia Robinson v. Darrell 

Robinson
Case No. CVPO-2024-0013
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ON PETITION FOR 
DISSOLUTION

TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a 

Hearing on a Petition for Dis-
solution filed with this Court 
will take place, Thursday, Sep-
tember 19, 2024 at 11:00am in 
the Swinomish Tribal Court 
located at 17337 Reservation 
Rd. This notice is published 
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hearing is 

for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Petition 
for Dissolution of Marriage, 
and whether to grant a Perma-
nent Protection Order. 
If you have any questions 

regarding the nature of this 
hearing or the location of 
the Swinomish Tribal Court, 
please contact the Court Clerk 
at (360)-466-2097.
DATED this the 12th day of 

August, 2023. Auston Jimmic-
um, Tribal Law Clerk. 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News August 14, 21, 
28, and September 4, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

CLARK COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT

In the matter of the Estate 
of: CARL P. WIGEN,

Deceased.
NO: 24-4-00957-06

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Estate Administrator 

named below has been ap-
pointed as Estate Administra-
tor of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the Estate 
Administrator or the Estate 
Administrator’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the Estate Administrator 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 

against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication:
August 14, 2024
Estate Administrator:
DEBORAH A. WIGEN
Attorney for Estate
Administrator:
NICHOLAS ALEXANDER
Address for mailing or ser-

vice: c/o Vancouver Wills
and Trusts
405 W 13th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
CLARK COUNTY SUPERI-

OR COURT
CAUSE NO. 24-4-00957-06
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Aug. 14, 21, 28, 
2024

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 
SWINOMISH TRIBAL 

COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN 

RESERVATION
In the Petition for Order of 

Protection
Autumn Williams v. 

Nicholas Perry
Case No. CVPO-2024-0020
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ON PETITION FOR 
PROTECTION

TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a 

Hearing on a Petition for Or-
der of Protection filed with 
this Court will take place, 
Thursday, September 19, 2024 
in the Swinomish Tribal Court 
located at 17337 Reservation 
Rd. This notice is published 
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hearing is 

for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Petition 
for Order of Protection, and 
whether to grant a Permanent 
Protection Order. 
If you have any questions 

regarding the nature of this 
hearing or the location of 
the Swinomish Tribal Court, 
please contact the Court Clerk 
at (360)-466-2097.
DATED this the 15th day of 

August, 2023. Auston Jimmic-
um, Tribal Law Clerk. 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 21, 28, 
Sept. 4, and 11, 2024. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SPOKANE COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF 

JAMIE DOUGLAS 
BRIGGS 

Deceased. Case No. 24-4-
01768-32

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

(RCW 11.40.030) 
Spurgetis Law, P.S., has been 

appointed as Administrator of 
this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on 
or mailing to the Administrator 
or the Administrator’s attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with the 
court in which the probate pro-
ceedings were commenced. 
The claim must be presented 
within the later of: (1) Thirty 
days after the Administrator 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 

first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of First Publication: Au-

gust 28, 2024
Administrator: Spurgetis 

Law, P.S.
President of Administrator: 

James P. Spurgetis
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
422 W. Riverside Ave., Ste. 

620
Spokane, WA 99201
Dated this 23rd day of AU-

GUST, 2024
/s/: _____________
JAMES P. SPURGETIS, 

WSB #7949
President, Administrator 

(Spurgetis Law, P.S.)
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 28, Sept. 
4, Sept. 11, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF KING
In the Matter of the Estate 

of 
LISA JOANNE 
EDDLEMAN,

Deceased.
NO.: 24-4-05684-7 SEA

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed the undersigned as 
Administrator (i.e., Personal 
Representative or Executor) 
of Decedent’s estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the Decedent must present the 
claim: (a) Before the time when 
the claim would be barred by 
any applicable statute of lim-
itations, and (b) In the manner 
provided in RCW 11.40.070: 
(i) By filing the original of 
the claim with the foregoing 
Court, and (ii) By serving on 
or mailing to the attorney for 
Personal Representative at the 
address below with a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after the Per-
sonal Representative served or 
mailed this Notice as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.020(1)(c), 
or (b) Four (4) months after 
the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: August 28, 2024.
Decedent’s SSN for DSHS 

only:  _________________
Signed: /s/ LORI E. 

HEIMBUCH
LORI E. HEIMBUCH, 

Administrator
Attorney for Personal Rep-

resentative and Address for 
Service/Mailing: 
Law Offices of Setareh Mah-

moodi, PS
Attention: Setareh Mahmoodi 
18222 104th Ave NE, Suite 

103
Bothell, WA 98011 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 28, Sept. 
4, and 11,  2024.

Fitness club
. . . (from page 1)

surfaced. 
Several supporters, 

including residents living 
near the proposed gym 
site, stressed the merits of 
martial arts training and its 
positive effect on physical 
and emotional well-being. 

“Housing is important,” 
said resident Kara Stam-
back, alluding to the local 
housing crisis, but noted 
that “we also have a crisis 
of health.” 

She said the gym would 
be a healthy addition to La 
Conner on many levels. 

“I’m excited for our 
family to be able to do 
something together,” Stam-
back said. 

“Everything April does,” 
she insisted, “breathes 
community.” 

Neighbor Daniel Cas-
tillo, a former La Conner 
High School industrial 
arts teacher, said that he 
benefitted from martial arts 
instruction. 

“It builds a great deal of 
self-confidence,” Castillo 
recalled, “and it can teach 
a lot of self-discipline for 
young people who might 
not have the greatest men-
tors. And it also gets kids 
away from (cell phone and 
computer) screens. 

“If it can help me,” 
grinned Castillo, “man, it 
can help anybody. I sup-
port it and plan to be the 
first person to sign up.” 

Rick Holt, who previ-
ously studied 11 years un-
der revered late La Conner 
martial arts instructor Curt 
McCauley, echoed Castil-
lo’s sentiments. 

“When I heard about 
this,” he said, “I was very 
excited. Martial arts can 
calm down unruly kids and 
help shy kids come out of 
their shells. I’m glad to 
hear the positive remarks 
here tonight. I give it my 
enthusiastic two-thumbs 
up.” 

Tracy Barnett expressed 

willingness to address is-
sues such as noise, exterior 
lighting, traffic, parking 
and hours of operation and 
meet them to the satisfac-
tion of residents. 

He said he has already 
conferred with Public 
Works Director Brian 
Lease and fire chief/
code enforcement officer 
Aaron Reinstra about those 
matters. 

Resident Dorothy 
Downes stressed she is 
not opposed to the proj-
ect in commenting that a 
membership-only facility 
seems restrictive and that 
residential zoning in La 
Conner is of high value. 

“I’m not opposed,” she 
reiterated. “These are just 
comments.” 

Barnett said the gym “is 
something the community 
needs,” adding that “the 
goal of this place is to get 
a good workout where 
you can get healthy and be 
safe. 

“We’re not competing 
for tourist dollars,” he 
continued. “We’re here for 
the community.” 

The 10 conditions which 
the Barnetts must meet 
range from the gym facility 
being limited to members 
and guests only to requir-
ing that all parking be 
onsite. 

Town Planner Michael 
Davolio cited the Town’s 
conditional endorsement of 
the Barnetts’ application, 
indicating the proposed 
facility’s location in a resi-
dential area is appropriate. 

“This project,” said 
Davolio, “has no negative 
impact on our ability to 
meet our housing goals.” 

The Barnetts had looked 
longingly at the Maple 
and Washington location 
to realize their dream of 
opening a gym. 

“We drove by that COA 
building several times,” 
Tracy Barnett said, “and 
noticed it was empty for 
quite awhile and one day, 
we thought, ‘Oh, this could 
be our gym.’

Dinner server Kathy 
Squires, who previously 
served members for three 
decades at their weekly 
evening meetings at the 
Farmhouse Inn (now 
O’Donnell’s American 
Grill and Irish Pub), 
received the largest ap-
plause of the night when 
she was introduced. 

Auctioneer Paul Schen-
feld, who has worked so 
many chapter auctions 
that he knew many bid-
ders by name, kept the 
action moving fast, often 
generating more money 
for items than their listed 
retail values. 

The Rotarians anticipat-
ed completing their tabu-
lation of the event’s total 
proceeds this week. As a 
measure of the traditional 
success of the club’s din-
ner and auction, master of 
ceremonies John Milnor 
offered that “we believe 
Paul is closing in on the 
$1 million mark in money 
that he’s raised for us.” 

While bidding was 
competitive, the Rotary 
creed of service above 
self was evident through-
out. For instance, Kate 
and Brandon Atkinson, 
with the winning bid for 
a two-night stay at the 
Johnson-Bayse Traditional 
Farm Home, yielded their 
prize to the second highest 
bidder. 

Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community master 
carver Kevin Paul was 
among the auction’s do-
nors, providing a painted 
salmon sculpture valued 
at $1,200. It went for 
$1,650. 

“This represents our 
cultural way of being,” 
Paul said of the handsome 
piece. “We’re salmon 
people. It’s like going 
home, like going upriver 
and represents a spirit of 
sharing. And that’s what 
we’re doing here tonight – 
sharing.” 

Adam McGarity, a past 
club president, alluded to 
the magical nature of Ro-
tary in terms of its ability 
to raise funds for wor-
thy causes, highlighted 
service in behalf of youth 
and the impoverished in 
Honduras, an agricultural 
Central American nation 
vulnerable to hurricanes 
and other natural disas-
ters. 

“It’s not an illusion or 
any slight of hand,” Mc-
Garity said. “The magic of 
Rotary is real.” 

McGarity then worked 
his own magic on the 
audience, imploring them 
to pledge financial support 
for their mission. 

“Reach for the dead 
presidents in your wal-
lets,” he quipped, “and 
don’t forget Mr. Franklin.” 

Auctioneer Schenfeld, 
in a classic case of role 
reversal, responded with a 
$100 pledge of his own. 

“What impresses me 
the most when I come up 
here,” Schenfeld ex-
plained, “is how passion-
ate you are to help other 
people. La Conner Rotary 
has impacted the world.” 

Gravley told the La 
Conner school board 
Monday the auction raised 
over $90,000.

Rotary
. . . (from page 1)



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

HELP WANTED: The Town of La 
Conner is hiring for the position 
of Senior Center Coordinator. 
The position duties include the 
coordination of activities, classes 
and management of the Senior 
Center. This is a 20-hour a week, 
part-time position at $19.73 per 
hour covering Tuesdays, approx-
imately 20 Thursday mornings in 
the year and remote work. The 
position includes sick leave but 
no other benefits. For an em-
ployment application and full job 
description, please refer to the 
Town of La Conner website www.
townoflaconner.org under Em-
ployment. Applications are due 
by 3 p.m. Monday, September 9. 
Late submissions will not be ac-
cepted. The Town of La Conner 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
and does not unlawfully discrim-
inate on the basis of race, sex, 
age, color, sexual orientation, 
religion, national origin, marital 
status, genetic information, 
veteran’s status, disability, or any 
other basis prohibited by federal, 
state or local law.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HEADS UP
The La Conner wastewater 
treatment plant will close at 11 
a.m. Friday, Sept. 6, to septage 
hauling, yard waste dumping 
and compost pickup. The plant 
is expected to be closed most of 
the day.

NOT TO BE MISSED
Join local poet Susan Rich for 
a short introduction to writing 
poetry about visual art, 4-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 7, at the Museum 
of Northwest Art. Get inspired 
by art in MoNA’s galleries and 
other poets writing around you. 
You will have the opportunity to 
have your work published on 
MoNA’s website and to read it 
at the Poetry Open Mic on Sept. 
28. RSVP at monamuseum.org/
events/poetry-writing.

Animal, landscape and rural 
travel photography by Terry 
Divyak is on display at Caravan 
Gallery, 619 S. First Street, La 
Conner. Open daily.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday.
•	 End of summer reading ice 

cream and cupcake party. 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 30.

•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 
Fridays. 

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For shy ones.
•	 Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime, 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime and Songs, 

1-2 p.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 

caregivers. 
•	 Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-

gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 
school-aged teens.

•	 Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. second Saturdays except 
January, June, July, Decem-
ber.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Through Sept. 29:
•	 Joseph Gregory Rossano: 

Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection 
of large-scale works.

•	 William Morris: Early Rituals. 
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from 
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday. qfamuse-
um.org, 360-466-4288. Through 
Oct. 13: 
•	 Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt 

Nihon. Various artists
•	 Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Through 
Sept. 29:
•	 Signs, Signs, Everywhere 

Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Fresh beans

son features the life and work 
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson 
of Mortenson Signs.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.  
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer 
and donation opportunities at 
skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Submit an event
Want to get more eyes 
on your event before 
the next Weekly News 
hits the street? Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!

This recipe prepared 
in an Instant Pot can 
also be cooked in a pot 
on the stove. For veg-
etarians, leave out the 
bacon and add your 
herbs of choice.

Ingredients
•	 Green, yellow, purple 

beans, 2 cups
•	 Bacon, 1 slice
•	 Onion, 2 slices
•	 Water, 1 cup

Preparation 
Rinse beans and 

remove stem end. Cut 

bacon into several 
pieces, place in pot 
with onion. Use sauté 
mode for bacon and 
onion. Do not over-
cook. Turn off sauté 
mode. Add whole fresh 
beans and water. Stir. 
Attach pressure lid and 
close valve. Pressure 
cook for 10 minutes, 
then slow release for 
10 minutes. 

For stovetop cook-
ing, sauté bacon and 
onion, then add fresh 
beans and water. Sim-
mer for 2 hours.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Association 
is a new public group that focus-
es on tourism. Next meeting is 
8:15 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 3, 503 
Morris St., La Conner. Contact for 
details: Gina Torpey, 360-228-
8021 or 925-487-1848.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not 
just for men, everyone welcome. 
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays 
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon. SMGC promotes interest 
in recreational gardening.
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interruptions in the global supply 
chain. Permit delays and building 
codes mandating energy efficien-
cy are also factors in rising home 
costs, she said. 

She presented statistics 
showing that one-third of 
Sedro-Woolley residents are 
cost-burdened, with their housing 
expenses at 50% or more of their 
monthly budget – a trend likely 
present elsewhere in the county 
as well. 

And she cited inflation as a 
cause for hikes in housing prices. 

“Wages haven’t kept up with 
the cost of living,” she said. 
“And we have more units for sale 
than for rent.” 

Shortages in workforce hous-
ing create a ripple effect of con-
ditions that plague communities, 
said Johnson, including difficulty 
in attracting workers, higher 
property taxes and increased 
traffic. 

As in La Conner, Johnson said 
Sedro-Woolley is interacting 
with Skagit Habitat for Humanity 
and revising its comprehensive 
plan to better accommodate ac-
cessory dwelling units (ADUs). 

Janicki, a lifelong Sedro-
Woolley resident, said the 
housing crisis is “a national 
problem” linked to unfavorable 

interest rates and banking reg-
ulations. He said jurisdictions 
all too often discourage new 
housing starts with restrictive 
zoning. 

“If you say, no, let’s keep it 
the way it was 50 years ago,” he 
said, “you’ve got your home, but 
your kids won’t be able to live 
here.” 

Janicki lamented the rise of 
homelessness in America. 

“We have a major housing 
problem,” he said. “People are 
living in trailers and RVs, many 
of them illegally. It’s just a 
travesty. 

“The free market could 
develop units quickly,” Janicki 
insisted, “if we didn’t have so 
many regulations.” 

Woodmansee, whose compa-
ny has built over 1,000 housing 
units in Skagit and Snohomish 
counties, said housing is a supply 
and demand business. 

“The more housing you have,” 
Woodmansee said, “the cheaper 
housing gets.” 

Voters can do their part to 
solve the housing problem, he 
said. 

“We must build more housing 
to bring costs down,” said Wood-
mansee, “but we continue to 
vote for measures and candidates 
who don’t encourage housing 
development.” 

Government regulations add 
significantly to home construc-
tion costs, Woodmansee said. 

Tate offered a wider picture, 
pointing out housing shortages 
and elevated home costs adverse-
ly affect entire communities. 

“Children suffer,” she ex-
plained, “because parents are 
stressed out having to work extra 
hours so they can’t help with 

things like homework.” 
Income inequality leads di-

rectly to housing insecurity, said 
Tate. 

“A lot of people,” she said, 
“don’t make enough to buy a 
home or even to rent one.” 

Low, representing eastern 
Skagit and Snohomish counties, 
serves on the House of Repre-
sentatives Housing Committee. 
Crafting legislation to meet a 
statewide housing problem can 
be hard because communities 
vary in their specific needs. 

“Olympia can be a very 
complicated place,” Low said. 
“There’s a lot of chess playing 
going on in Olympia.”

But he said lawmakers have 
acted in a bipartisan manner to 
address workforce housing, in 
particular. Low said legislators 
have supported earmarking a 
portion of sales tax revenue for 
workforce housing. He has also 
advocated for rural ADUs “to let 
people stay on their farms.” 

The path forward requires 
collaboration, Johnson said. 

“We want people to walk 
away from here with hope,” she 
said. “We can do it if we come 
together.” 

Cottage houses, which have 
been proposed for La Conner and 
utilizing residential units above 
retail stores, which is already 
the case here, were promoted as 
strategies to help mitigate hous-
ing shortages. 

Low perhaps framed the situa-
tion best. 

“We don’t want our kids and 
grandkids to live in the cheapest 
place they can find in Eastern 
Washington,” he said, “just 
because we don’t have any place 
for them here.” 

That would likely happen 
only once, Clothier quipped, 
adding in a more serious tone 
that many staff are on campus 
well after the last bell rings. 

“I know my mom wouldn’t 
drive me back to school to 
unlock my phone,” Goodman 
said, drawing laughter. 

Cayou-Lockrem wondered 
“how creative kids will be to 
get around this.” 

The answer should present 
itself soon. School administra-
tors hope fir cooperation. 

“Yondr shares that it’s a priv-
ilege for students to keep their 
phones during the day,” said 
Tripp. “We’ll reinforce that.” 

Deyo said the district is 
setting the pace across Skagit 
County in implementing a com-
prehensive student cell phone 
plan. 

“The other districts in the 
county wish they were where 
we’re going,” she said, refer-
ring to the Yondr pouches. 

“But they wish they could,” 

Tripp said. 
Clothier also announced 

Braves Day will be 1-4 p.m. 
Sept. 3. The first full instruc-
tional day is Sept. 4. The board 
has invited Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community Senators and 
Chairman Steve Edwards to 
join them in greeting students 
on day one. 

Cram, Clothier and Tripp 
represented the district at the 
La Conner Rotary dinner and 
auction at Maple Hall last 
Saturday, a fundraiser that club 
President Audrey Gravley said 
Monday afternoon generated 
just over $90,000 for various 
service projects, including 
those devoted to education and 
literacy. 

On another note, Deyo said 
she had heard “really positive 
things” about La Conner’s 
summer school in general and 
weeklong kindergarten jump-
start program in particular. 
Deyo said kindergarten jump-
start teacher Danielle Reynolds 
“did a great job.” 

“She was so good,” said 
Deyo. “She got those kids 
ready for kindergarten.” 

Sunday, Aug. 18
4:29 p.m.: The case of the unknown 
napper – Caller went to his sailboat and 
found that several hatches were open 
and it appeared someone had been 
sleeping in the bed. There was nothing 
missing from inside and the caller was 
unsure when someone was last there. 
A deputy couldn’t locate cameras or ev-
idence on who had been there. Sailboat 
was locked and secured. N. Second 
Street, La Conner.

Tuesday, Aug. 20
9:04 p.m.: Keep on truckin’ – Caller re-
ported a suspicious truck in Pioneer Park 
with a male who seemed to be living in it. 
Deputies were aware of this subject and 
have been trying to provide services, 
which have been refused. The sheriff’s 
office sent the crisis response team to 
help. As of Aug. 24, the subject had left 
the area. Pioneer Park, La Conner.

Thursday, Aug. 22
4:30 p.m.: Oh, so it’s not stolen – 
Caller reported a stolen vehicle that they 

believed had been taken in the past 
hour. Before a deputy could respond, 
the caller said it was parked on the other 
side of the building and was never sto-
len. E. Pearle Jensen Way, La Conner.

Saturday, Aug. 24
4:25 p.m.: No trailer parking – The 
harbor master reported an apparently 
abandoned travel trailer in the parking 
lot. A deputy contacted the owner who 
said they lived nearby and just parked it 
there for a short time while they moved 
items around the property. The owner 
retrieved the trailer. S. Pearle Jensen 
Way, La Conner.

Sunday, Aug. 25
7:11 a.m.: Road rager – Caller reported 
being tailgated on Highway 20 by 
a recklessly driven vehicle. At the 
intersection Bay View-Edison Road, the 
suspect driver pulled up next to the caller 
and displayed a small black handgun. 
Suspect turned north and the caller con-
tinued west. Call referred to Washington 
State Patrol. Highway 20/Bay View-
Edison Road, greater La Conner.

By Bill Reynolds

A Woodinville contractor made 
fast work mid-month of demol-
ishing a La Conner home gutted 
in a June fire.

Greater Seattle Construction 
needed just two days, Aug.14-
15, to knock down a North Fifth 
Street house destroyed in a June 
19 blaze that sent plumes of 
black smoke wafting over town 
and produced noxious fumes that 
lingered in the neighborhood for 
weeks.

Nearby residents, some of 
whom said their houses sustained 
smoke damage and others im-
pacted by the foul-smelling air, 
lobbied town officials to expedite 
the demolition permit process. 

That was done. Once insur-
ance claims were finalized, 
Greater Seattle Construction was 
summoned.

“They specialize in this kind 
of work,” Public Works Director 
Brian Lease said. “This is what 
they do and they have specific 
standards they have to meet.”

The town required the demo-
lition team to complete all their 
work on-site, install safety fenc-
ing, address soil and sediment 
issues, provide dust and debris 
mitigation and properly dispose 
of the charred material.

“Everything had to stay on the 

property,” Lease said. “All the 
work had to be done there and 
not in the right-of-way.”

The company also had to agree 
to an on-site pre-project meeting 
with town officials.

“They complied with all the 
conditions,” Lease said. “They 
also tested for lead paint.”

Several neighbors and those 
who witnessed the La Conner 
Fire Department, Skagit County 
Fire District 13 and McLean 
Road Fire Department battle the 
inferno said burnt vinyl siding 
contributed to poor air quality 
that hovered in the area.

Lease said he couldn’t 
comment on the effects of fire-
damaged vinyl siding.

As for the demolition work 
itself, he said the process went 

smoothly.
“Everything was straightfor-

ward,” he said. “It was pretty 
much cut-and-dried.”

The house was consumed 
by what La Conner Fire Chief 
Aaron Reinstra has called an ac-
cidental fire that occurred around 
4 p.m. on June 19. Residents of 
the home were safely outside 
upon the arrival of Reinstra, who 
was first on the scene, and other 
responding firefighters. 

Homeowner Tony Mitchell, 
who had been working in the 
garage, suffered minor burns. 
He and his wife, Jane Mitchell, 
immediately received offers of 
emergency housing in the area. 

The Mitchells are known for 
their commitments to public 
service and health care.

TWO DAYS AND READY TO HAUL AWAY – The Greater Seattle 
Construction crew started demolishing the Mitchell’s North Fifth Street 
home Wednesday morning, Aug. 14. By the next afternoon the remains 
filled two roll-off containers and were ready to be hauled away.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Burned house 
demolished, 
hauled off in 
just two days

Housing
. . . (from page 1)
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