
By Bill Reynolds

La Conner’s underground – at least 
on S. Maple Avenue – has been in 
plain sight the past few days. 

Welch Brothers Construction has cut 
deeply into and through the heavily 
traveled roadway’s surface to extend 
a water main that will serve the future 
Didgwalic Wellness Center transition-
al housing and staff office facility on 
Maple Avenue near the east approach 
to the Rainbow Bridge. 

La Conner Public Works Director 
Brian Lease said on Monday that the 
work upgrades an existing water main 
to improve fire flow to the site so it 
meets code requirements. 

The former apartment complex 
is now being remodeled to serve 
Didgwalic clients transitioning from 
treatment at its Fidalgo Island center to 
full independence from addiction. 

The utility work running beneath 
Maple Avenue is separate from what 
has already begun on the property, a 
project that will include conversion of 
a house once used as a law office into 
space for Didgwalic counseling, secu-
rity and related staff personnel. 

“There are multiple things hap-
pening there,” Lease told the Weekly 
News on Monday. “There’s a bunch of 

stuff involved.” 
That has included a Town right-of-

way permit for traffic control on south 
Maple, which reduces the avenue to 
one-way traffic alternately north and 
south administered by flaggers while 
work is underway. 

“A project like this can be difficult,” 
said Lease, “because the work is being 
done where there’s a lot of traffic and 
you have to keep one lane open.” 

Utility work was finished Monday. 
Tuesday the road was open, having 
been temporarily paved. Paving will 

be completed when the property’s 
parking lot is paved six to eight weeks 
from now, Lease estimated.

Maple Avenue wasn’t the only hub 
of activity here as the July 4 holiday 
approached. Preliminary work began 
Monday on the long-awaited La 
Conner fire station roof replacement 
project. A two-man crew with a Genie 
lift was on-site through the day at the 
Chilberg Road building. 

The town council last February ap-
proved a $295,000 bid to have the fire 
hall roof replaced.
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July 4 holiday closures
Banks: Closed 
Buses: No service
Library: Closed
Post Office: Closed 
Schools: No school 
Town Hall: Closed
County, state, federal government: Closed
Trash Pick Up: Regular service

Housing falls 
far short of 
local demand
By Ken Stern

Skagit County continues to have a huge shortfall 
in housing construction, particularly in multi-unit 
buildings of any type. 

The state’s Affordable Housing Advisory Board 
five-year housing advisory plan, a 75-page report 
released in May, shows within the county the need 
for more residential construction and a critical lack 
of affordable housing options. This mirrors housing 
needs throughout Washington.

Some 1,300 homes were built in the 2020-2023 
period in the county, about 434 annually. That is 
38% below the projected production need of 705 
homes annually. The lack of supply increases 
demands and “push(es) both rents and market rate 
housing prices,” the report notes.

Some 200 less expensive “middle housing” units 
were built here in 2020-2023. These are moder-
ate-density housing units, up to fourplexes priced for 
households in the 80-120% of the county’s median 
family income, about $75,000. Twice as many such 
units need to be built annually to meet demand.

For multiple family housing for low income 
families, 57% more units, 230, need to be construct-
ed annually, about 400 total units. The report notes 
that increasing supply will reduce pressure on rents 
increasing.

None of the cities of over 15,000 in population, 
nor the county government for unincorporated area, 
are tapping the Multifamily Tax Exemption incen-
tive, which exempts the value of the eligible housing 
improvements from property taxes, for an eight- or 

$18,000 penalty  
for diesel spill  
after boat sinks

Fire departments train together

What was with hole on Maple Avenue?

By Bill Reynolds

If practice makes perfect and perfect 
needs practice, area firefighters and 
emergency responders are perfectly 
practiced and practically perfect.

This after Swinomish Reservation 
and the Port of Skagit’s La Conner 
Marina were sites last week of major 
multi-department training exercises 
that participants lauded afterward for 
their realism and long-term value.

Skagit County Fire District 13 
Training Officer Capt. Chris Olbu 
scripted a drill for June 26 that 
challenged several agencies, led by 
La Conner Fire Department, with the 
prospect of a mid-dock fire at the ma-
rina south basin that spreads to several 
vessels, one of which breaks its lines 
and is cast adrift to the west side of 
Swinomish Channel.

“Chris came up with a script and it’s 
up to us to implement it,” La Conner 
Fire Chief Aaron Reinstra said.

Olbu said the La Conner drill was 
important on many levels, perhaps 
mostly because the prior three local 
marina training sessions were held at 
Shelter Bay. Switching to La Conner 
Marina, said Olbu, allowed respond-
ers to become more familiar with that 
venue’s layout, including hydrant 
placement.

“When you have different situations, 
you often need to use different tactics,” 
Olbu said.

La Conner and District 13 were 
joined at the marina by Swinomish 
Tribal Police, Skagit Bay Search & 
Rescue, personnel from the Sinclair 
and Marathon refineries, and new 
harbormaster Charlie Knapp with Port 
of Skagit colleagues.

“We’re glad they’re here,” Knapp 
said. “It’s definitely a win-win situa-
tion for everybody.”

Olbu said that marina fires can 
spread quickly so it’s essential for 
emergency crews to know the terrain 

to ensure an efficient response and 
prepare backup plans.

“It’s scary how fast a marina fire can 
go,” Olbu said. “It doesn’t take much 
time for neighboring boats to be fully 
involved. The key thing is to get there 
quickly.”  

Participation levels were high for 
both the marina drill and wildland fire 
training on the reservation June 27.

“The hard thing with a training for 
multiple departments is trying to come 
up with a time when we can all get 
together,” Reinstra said.

All agreed that cooperation and in-
teraction between agencies was a huge 
bonus. District 13 Fire Chief Wood 
Weiss worked from the Swinomish 
Police fire boat during the marina 
training.

The wildland fire scenario, including 
an evacuation component, assumed 
a fast-growing blaze with a red-flag 

In August 2022, a 58-foot fishing boat sank off 
the western shore of San Juan Island, kicking off 
a complex, lengthy response to prevent additional 
diesel from spilling out of the sunken vessel, and to 
eventually raise the boat back to the surface. 

Now, the Washington Department of Ecology 
is penalizing Matthew Johnston, the boat’s owner, 
$18,000 for the spilled diesel.

Johnston actively participated in cleanup efforts 
and fully cooperated with Ecology’s investigation, 
the agency said in a news release. This penalty is 
based on strict liability under Washington State law 
for spills to Washington waters, regardless of fault. 
Ecology’s investigation did not find that the spill 
was caused by negligent or reckless operation.

The incident happened on Aug. 13, 2022, when 
Johnston noticed water rising from the aft scuppers 
on his boat, the Aleutian Isle. Water quickly began 
to cover the main deck, and within 15 minutes the 
fishing boat rolled to port, then sank in Haro Strait. 
Johnston and his crew were rescued by other near-
by fishing boats. 

For the next week, Ecology and response 
partners regularly observed diesel near the sunken 
vessel and shoreline. More than a mile of absor-
bent boom was ultimately deployed around the site 
to collect diesel, although wind and waves made 
working at the site difficult at times. 

Dive teams located the boat in about 200 feet of 
water. The depth required specialized divers and 
equipment to close valves and plug vents to prevent 
the remaining diesel from escaping, the agency 
said. They then rigged the boat so it could be pulled 
to the surface by a floating crane and placed onto a 
barge. 

Divers had to contend with fishing nets from 

PATCHED AND OPEN AGAIN – The steel plate on Maple Avenue last weekend at 
the approach to the Rainbow Bridge has been removed and the utility work under 
the street finished. When the Didgwalic Wellness Center property parking lot on the 
east side is paved in late August, the road will be, also. � – Photo by Ken Stern

THIS IS ONLY A TEST — Members of La Conner Fire Department, Fire District 13, Skagit Bay Search & Rescue, Swinomish 
Tribal Police and personnel from the Sinclair and Marathon refineries met at the La Conner Marina June 26 to practice extin-
guishing a mid-dock fire that spreads to several vessels. The drill was entirely scripted.� — Photo by Madoc Hiller

First responders practice marina 
and wildland firefighting exercises
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Opinion
From the editor — 

America’s rebellions are 
born of anger and energy

– Ken Stern

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(continued on page 4)

Tomorrow is the 248th anniversary of the Continental Congress 
passing the Declaration of Independence in 1776. The easy thought, the 
belief that the colonists rose up with one voice in kicking the Brits out 
and demanding self-representation and democracy is a nice story, but 
not completely true.

The anger, energy and righteousness throughout the 1760s and early 
1770s leading up to war with Great Britain came from a minority of the 
population. 

Historians estimate that perhaps 20% of people in the 13 colonies 
were ardent patriots working toward revolution – and independence. 
They estimate as much as 20% of people wanted King George III to 
maintain his rule. Occupying the vast middle was the majority of the 
population. 

Consider: the Congress approving the Declaration of Independence 
was the elite leadership of a fraction of the entire population. In every 
colony, opinion was divided. 

So these words we want our school children to know are, if not a lie, 
then perhaps something closer to a fairy tale written by the winners.

For it was not “one people” agreeing on July 4, 1776, but merely the 
delegates representing the patriots. The flowery language:

“When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another.” 

That is poetic but not accurately portraying colonial sentiment.
That is how the Continental Congress delegates wanted reality to be.
A more measured assessment is that the colonies were led into 

rebellion by a constant loud, consistent message of blame, division and 
dissent. The rebels were united, cohesive, on message and committed to 
violence to gain their ends.

The Boston Tea Party? A few focused, well prepared and determined 
individuals acted swiftly and with the element of surprise. They then 
claimed success and marketed it to the world as a deed done for the 
good of the people.

Margaret Meade supposedly wrote, “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful committed individuals can change the world.” That is 
right: The organized, relentless and righteous create energy generating 
momentum for their cause. That was clear in the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrec-
tion on the nation’s Capital. 

In November, Donald Trump may win 49 to 59 percent of the vote. 
Probably not half his supporters will embrace the idea of armed re-
bellion, much less take action. Some much smaller percentage almost 
certainly will.

But they are not the important players in this year’s election drama. 
Instead, the critical decisions makers if we are keeping this republic 

are the people reading this editorial and their neighbors in the 98257, 
98273 and 98274 ZIP codes. Actually, it is people in every ZIP code in 
the country that will decide if we are keeping both the republic and the 
very foundations of democracy.

When the ardent, angry, righteous and energetic voices cry again to 
storm the steps of the nation’s Capital, it will be the millions of people 
watching on whatever screen they use that will decide our future.

It is the vast middle – the rest of us – that will lean left, lean right, 
accept or get pulled into the maelstrom of discontent. Or citizens will 
stand for the principles their actions will prove they actually believe. 
Their actions will decide the country’s fate both before and after elec-
tion day this November.

For what is absolutely up to us, We the People, as certainly as the last 
line above where those founding Fathers placed their signatures on July 
4, 1776, is whether we will or we will not: “mutually pledge to each 
other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honour.”

Ambrose Bierce fought with 
honor and distinction in the Civil 
War, but the carnage and horror 
scarred him deeply. He became 
a fiction writer of some renown, 
but the darkness and cynicism in 
his words was unique for his time. 
His black humor and unhappy 
endings are more of the late 20th 
century than the 19th century.

His 1906’s “Devil’s Dictionary” 
may not be appreciated today, 
either, given that our time is not 
one of subtlety or nuance. Take 
his definition of prejudice: “n. A 
vagrant opinion without visible 
means of support.” And politics: 
“A strife of interests masquer-
ading as a contest of principles. 
The conduct of public affairs for 
private advantage.”

Decency is a word with 
us since the Declaration of 
Independence, which recognizes 
“A decent respect for the opinions 
of mankind. “ In 1954, Joseph 
McCarthy was called out at a 
Senate hearing he chaired: “Have 
you no decency, sir? At long last, 
have you no decency?”

In this new “Devil’s 
Dictionary,” this is the definition 
for decency: Wimpish behavior.

Here are more, found wrapped 
in canvas, buried under a tree in 
nearby Pioneer Park.

Bully: Coward with power.
Can’t we all get along?: No.
Constitution: Sacred founding 

document that does not mean 
whatever we want it to mean.

Courage: Standing up to bullies 

and patriots and for the rule of 
law.

Coward: Member of political 
tribe unwilling to stand for rule 
of law.

Craven: Caves to bullies.
Democracy: Persistent hard 

work with fellow citizens ending 
in joy.

Democrats: Tribe backed into 
corner and forced to defend Con-
stitution and rule of law.

Enemy of the people: The free 
press.

Fake news: Honest mistakes 
termed lies; lies promoted as 
truths.

Free and fair elections: We 
don’t get caught.

Getting away with murder: 
The phrase, taken literally; also, 
smashing the rule of law.

Golden rule: He who has the 
gold rules.

Good humored: We won, get 
over it.

“I am not a crook:” True only 
till smoking gun is found.

Impeachment: Futility. A dead 
end. Also, Ha! What a joke.

Immunity: Granted by three 
appointed justices, joined by three 
other Republican appointees.

Indivisible: Our tribe, indefi-
nitely, forever.

Joy: Shared, never ending pro-
cess of building future together.

Mitch McConnell: History will 
not him treat kindly.

News: Facts gathered and pub-
lished often while developing and 
changing.

Patriots: Those for us and with 
us.

Policy: Today’s shiny object 
capturing attention this moment.

Presidential: Whatever I want it 
to mean and whatever I say today.

Racist: None of us, not any 
more. No one we know.

Rule of law: Outdated concept 
of principle that bullies cannot 
rule.

The future: Will arrive with or 
without us, definitely uncertain.

The long term: November’s 
election.

The Supreme Court: Ace in the 
hole.

The swamp: Anyone in 
Washington standing for the rule 
of law.

Thug: Bully without scruples, 
unhinged.

Traitors: Those not patriots.
Truth: Based on facts that 

interpretations can neither bend 
nor break.

Victory: Whatever it takes to 
crush the other side.

Voter suppression: Crushing 
the other side by any means 
necessary.

Voting: Initial baby step toward 
keeping a democracy.

White supremacist: Overzeal-
ous patriot.

Dissent: Brave integrity. 
Speaking truth to power.

Written for the Feb. 19, 2020 
Weekly News. Reprinted in recog-
nition of the July 1, U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling on presidential 
immunity. See definiton above.

Musings — Definitions are on the editor’s mind

Thanks for the 
fire fun-draiser

On June 5, the La Conner Fire-
fighters Association took over the 
La Conner Pub and Eatery. Fire-
fighters, EMTs and association 
members ran the restaurant with 
the help of John, Jada and a few 
pub employees: Julie, Jasmine, 
Adolfo, Blythe and Estella.

We wanted to thank our 
community for all of the support 
and for joining us for such a fun 
event! We’re looking forward 
to seeing all of you at our Golf 
Tournament on Sept. 7.

Natalie Baker
La Conner

Fun backstory of 
the LC Loopers

It was fun to see that a photo 
of what some call the “La 
Conner Loopers” on their bikes 
and trikes in “A view from the 
editor’s eye,” the centerfold in 
last week’s La Conner Weekly 
News. 

Much ado has been made 
about this old dude crossing 
mileage milestones, when the 
attention really should be about 
all of the other characters that 
have been the inspiration to get 
me up and rolling every morning. 
Weather permitting. 

Fred, the recognized leader of 
the Loopers, caught me tooling 
around on my new trike shortly 
after Barb and I moved to Center 
Street. He invited me to join him 
and a group of neighbors that 
rode around town each morning. 
These guys (we have had as 
many as nine), have been a large 
part of what makes living in La 
Conner so special. 

Each loop consists of a little 
over 6 miles, and that is all inside 
the town limits. I now ride a 
pedal assist trike, which allows 
me to climb the steep hills in 
town. The pedometer logs every 

mile traveled, and it amazes me 
how fast the miles add up. We 
recently crossed 5,000 miles, and 
have 6,000 in sight. 

Thanks guys, you make grow-
ing old fun, and I am looking for-
ward to much more fun with you. 

Look for us in the parade on 
July Fourth, we might have some 
special guest riders. 

Brad Bradford
La Conner

Community: Save 
the Weekly News

I was greatly moved by last 
week’s editorial, in which Ken 
Stern ponders the fate of our 
truly local newspaper, the La 
Conner Weekly News. I would 
urge you to read it if you have 
not, or to re-read it if you have. 

We are in danger of losing a 
critically important component 
of our community. Social media 
and individual websites are not 
adequate replacements. We are 
uniquely blessed to have a local-
ly owned paper dedicated to the 
interests of our community, with 
reporters actually reporting what 
is going on, often in depth, which 
you would never get on social 
media. 

We support the historical, quilt 
and Northwest art museums – 
that’s great! But what about our 
local newspaper? La Conner is 
the site of the oldest continuous-
ly published weekly newspaper 
in the state and our newspaper 
serves mainly us, the locals.

Subscribe, gift a subscription 
to a friend or family member. 

We lost our drug store, let’s not 
lose our community voice. 

Jai Boreen 
La Conner 

Mitchell family 
thanks La Conner

Describing the thoughts and 
feelings over these last two 

weeks is challenging, to say the 
least. A house fire is one of those 
things that you always think will 
never happen to you. It’s such 
a surreal experience that we are 
still trying to fully process our 
new reality. Having gone through 
this trauma, we should be feeling 
despondent and defeated. In 
every right, we should be miser-
able and yet, we find ourselves 
optimistic with smiles on our 
faces looking toward the future. 
There is one clear cause of our 
positive outlook: this extraordi-
nary community.  

Words fall short when we at-
tempt to describe the unwavering 
kindness, support and generosity 
of the La Conner community. 
The way that people dropped 
everything without hesitation to 
help our family, has truly been 
something astonishing to behold.  

We want to express our 
deepest gratitude to the entire 
La Conner community, as well 
as the five fire departments that 
responded so quickly to our call: 
La Conner, McLean, District 13, 
Anacortes and Mount Vernon.  

We have always referred to La 
Conner as “paradise” and this 
experience has proven that. We 
would never want to find our-
selves anywhere else. Thank you 
La Conner so much for every-
thing you have done and contin-
ue to do to support our family. 

The Mitchell Family
La Conner

Please write! Letters to the 
editor of up to 350 words are 
welcome, as are longer analyses 
and statements. 

Write a 500-word guest col-
umn. Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Include your name, address and 
phone number for verification. 
All letters are edited for civility, 
clarity and style. 

Send to editor@laconnernews.
com.
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Lots of technology available 
to improve ‘negawatt’ usage
By Greg Whiting

Reducing energy use through 
energy efficiency is easier than 
ever. As we say in the energy 
efficiency business, a mega-
watt is the energy you use, but 
a “negawatt” is the energy you 
don’t need to use.

Efficiency, as I’ve mentioned 
before, doesn’t mean that you 
have to stop using energy-
consuming devices, or even that 
you have to use them less. It 
means that you choose systems 
and controls that enable you to 
use less energy to get the effect 
you want. Often, new, energy 
efficient technologies also offer 
other advantages over older, less 
efficient technologies.

Lighting is probably the field 
in which efficiency has had the 
fastest recent advances. In-
candescent light bulbs became 
practical in 1878. The earlier 
commercial models, based on a 
carbon filament, lasted for about 
1,200 hours of use.  In the early 
1900s, carbon was replaced with 
tungsten, and good quality bulb 
life increased to about 2,000 

hours … and then technological 
development stalled for 100 
years.

Today, though, lighting tech-
nology is advancing fast again. 
Compact fluorescents have come 
and gone. The current commer-
cially available state of the art 
is an LED light bulb that uses 
less than a sixth of the energy 
of a similar incandescent bulb. 
Research is continuing, and it 
appears likely that today’s LEDs 
will be replaced in a few years 
by OLEDs, which are LEDs that 
are made from a different type of 
material, and will be even more 
energy efficient.

LEDs, in addition to using less 
energy, offer design options that 
weren’t practical with incan-
descent bulbs, such as: color-
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Lynda Murphy O’Brien
Lynda Murphy O’Brien, born 

June 3, 1944, peacefully entered 
into eternal rest June 12, 2024, 
surrounded by her beloved 
family at their Edmonds home. 
Lynda was a cherished wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, 
sister-in-law and friend. Lynda 
will be especially remembered 
for her kind, caring and soft-spo-
ken manner and for her unlimited 
devotion to family and friends. 
She loved family gatherings 
and celebrated each and every 
holiday, birthday and special 
occasion.

Lynda was a devoted Camp 
Fire Girls leader for many years. 
Lynda’s warmth, enthusiasm and 
encouragement left life-long im-
pressions and wonderful memo-
ries for members of her group.

Lynda was an accomplished 
artisan in several arenas. In the 
kitchen her artisanal culinary 
skills and recipes are legend. In 
the garden, she had an unmistak-
able artistic vein. Her vegetable 
and flower-growing skills shone 
brightly.

Her love of Mother Nature 
extended to her family and they 
enjoyed many camping and 
hiking outings from the Olympic 
Peninsula to fishing expedi-
tions and outdoor adventures at 
their log cabin on Clear Lake 
and overnights in the San Juan 
Islands. 

In Lynda’s quilting circle of 
valued friends, she was admired 
as an avid and talented quilter. 
Lynda was honored to be asked 
to design a quilt block for the 
inaugural quilt square of the 
Skagit County Barn Quilts Trail. 
The quilt square, “Wind and 
Wings,” is presently affixed to 
the historic Bessner family barn 
on Fir Island.

Lynda was predeceased by 
her mother and father, Zella and 
Howard Earl Murphy, and by her 
brother and sister-in-law, Richard 
and Carolyn Murphy. Lynda is 
survived by her husband, Jay 
Patrick O’Brien; their three chil-
dren: Michael O’Brien (Tallie) 
and their two sons, Bradley and 
Brady, Old Town, Idaho; Colleen 
O’Brien-Miller (Shaun), Fir 
Island, Wash.; Kathleen O’Brien-
Grafe (Joel), Riverside, Wash.; 
sister-in-law, Colleen O’Brien 
Nunn (Sam), Atlanta; Two 
brothers, Ray Murphy (Jacquie 
Drake), Boise, Idaho, and Wes 
Murphy (Lynette), Star, Idaho.

Burial will be held at a private 
gravesite interment in July at 
Pleasant Ridge Cemetery with 
arrangements by Hawthorne/
Hulbush Funeral Home in Mount 
Vernon. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Skagit County Historical 
Museum, 501 S. Fourth St., La 
Conner, WA 98257, or Camp 
Eyabsut Children’s Burn Camp, 
P.O. Box 5212, Lynnwood, WA 
98046.

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Happy 
Independence Day!
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By Bill Reynolds

Town and school district offi-
cials were in full retreat June 24, 
though both panels spent the day 
charging forward with reviews of 
their respective five-year strate-
gic plans. 

The La Conner Town Coun-
cil met for seven hours at the 
Waterfront Café. Councilmem-
bers, staff and Mayor Marna 
Hanneman addressed five focus 
areas – public safety, climate 
and environmental sustainabili-
ty, capital projects and utilities, 
economic vibrancy and govern-
mental organization. 

Council members and depart-
ment heads also shared priorities. 

Councilor Mary Wohleb said 
she wants to strengthen ties with 
the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community, attract and retain 
town staff, and suggested moving 
public comments to later in 
council meetings. 

Councilmember Ivan Carl-
son reiterated the importance 
of community engagement and 
acquisition of a fireboat and new 
fire engine. 

Councilor Annie Taylor con-
curred. 

“We need to create that extra 
level of comfort for the commu-
nity,” Taylor said of the need for 
a fireboat. 

Councilmember Rick Dole 
suggested scheduling 6 p.m. 
meetings for advisory commis-
sions so more citizens can attend. 

Councilor MaryLee Cham-
berlain wanted to tap the town’s 
human resources to promote 
volunteerism, communication 
and safety. 

Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas listed economic devel-
opment and housing as top items. 
Council members agreed. 

“Affordable housing is a big 
deal,” Wohleb said. 

“We can create a positive 
climate for housing,” said Cham-
berlain, “but there’s a limit to 
what we can do. We don’t have 
as many levers as people think 
we have. Where do the Realtors 
and developers come in?” 

Thomas said some communi-
ties have adopted housing action 
plans. Soaring housing costs 
are associated with declining 

La Conner school enrollment, a 
trend he called “worrisome.” 

Taylor said efforts must be 
made to retain younger families 
to reverse falling enrollment and 
corresponding school staffing 
and program cuts. 

“The school district is one of 
our highest paying employers,” 
Wohleb said.

The group brainstormed new 
revenue streams and how to cut 
expenses. Planning Director 
Michael Davolio said he has seen 
communities successfully use 
the arts to promote tourism and 
economic diversity. Dole con-
curred, citing the popular murals 
in Anacortes. Taylor said public 
art can be employed for scaven-
ger hunts to increase business for 
town merchants. 

Hanneman said that La Con-
ner’s art and history can be major 
selling points. 

“We should be proud of our 
history,” she said, “(and) we 
may not be taking full advantage 
of the opportunity to let people 
know what we’re all about.” 

The town also faces pivotal 
decisions on how to redevelop its 

south-end industrial area and the 
half-acre Jenson Property. 

During a wide-open discus-
sion, leaders floated the idea of 
selling Town Hall and moving 
municipal offices to Maple Hall, 
which they said is underutilized. 
Hanneman said Town Hall, while 
“a beautiful building,” has its 
drawbacks for staff, with person-
nel spread out on three floors. 

Dole wanted to keep Town 
Hall for its historic value. 

Public Works Director Brian 
Lease alluded to the dilemma 
posed by keeping or parting with 
certain assets. 

“Giving up something is 
tough, but facilities maintenance 
is expensive,” Lease said. 

Numerous options were pro-
posed for local special events, 
including a Shelter Bay Day, 
which could offer discounts and 
incentives to shoppers from the 
nearby residential community. 

“I think you should pick one 
special event or theme and go 
with it,” said Fire Chief Aaron 
Reinstra. “You should be willing 
to risk failing and then be pre-
pared to try something else.” 

La Conner Council sets priorities at retreat

By Ken Stern

Second Congressional District 
Rep. Rick Larsen kicked off his 
re-election campaign in Skagit 
County June 27, telling some 
30 supporters at Skagit River 
Brewery in Mount Vernon that 
this year voting will be a values 
election. 

The Democrat’s low-key 
remarks were twice disrupted by 
women bursting in and vehe-
mently protesting his support 
for military aid to Israel’s war 
against Palestinians in Gaza. 
The first carried a sign reading, 
“Larsen sends Skagit taxes to 
BOMB BABIES in  Gaza.” She 
shouted she was a Jewish school 
teacher, to stop the genocide and 
free Palestine. She was grabbed, 

hustled past Larsen and forcibly 
pushed out the room’s eastside 
back door.

A few minutes later, another 
woman burst into the middle of 
the room waving a keffiyeh, a 
Palestinian head scarf. She yelled 
her family was Palestinian, the 
war was genocidal and Larsen 
was a fake progressive.

She was also held and pushed 
out the same door.

A 6:05 p.m. 911 listing showed 
the Mount Vernon police were 
called to the scene.

Larsen ignored the interrup-
tions and did not say a word 
about Israel or Gaza.

Asked later by the Weekly 
News what he needed to learn 
or know to end his support for 
military aid to Israel, he did not 

address the question, but spoke 
of Israel’s right to exist as a 
country and its right to be safe 
and secure in the region. He 
noted his support was “not tied to 
who is in leadership. The current 
time requires we support Israel 
and help end the devastating 
effect on Palestinians.”

The short program started with 
Island County Commissioner 
Janet St. Clair introducing Larsen 
and giving a testimonial that he 
listens to local governments and 
brings federal funds for broad-
band, libraries and transit.

Larsen noted this was his third 
kick-off event in the district, all 
with the purpose of conveying 
the work he was doing and as-
sessing the politics of the country 

and state.
He touted his support for and 

the national accomplishments 
of the bipartisan infrastructure 
law for repairing infrastructure 
and building the next generation 
workforce. Unemployment is 4% 
nationwide, he said.

He emphasized his work in 
the district for “safety,” ticking 
off COVID-19, fentanyl and gun 
regulation. His stated support for 
veterans drew applause.

About the election, the issues 
are also women’s rights and 
choice for abortions, he said. He 
plans to doorbell houses through-
out the district, about 35 houses 
per shift.

Larsen kicks off congressional re-election campaign

(continued on page 8)
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Open Daily to Everyone  •  Downtown Mt. Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

Fresh Deals
New Savings Every Week

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Genuine 
Skagit Cooking 

Now on Sale 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner School Board 
spent June 24 with interim super-
intendent David Cram for their 
annual daylong retreat. They 
addressed roles, responsibilities 
and goals for board members.

Cram projected a K-12 
student enrollment of 460 
and beginning fund balance 
of $535,000 this fall. While 
the enrollment figure is lower 
than last year, the fund balance 
estimate represents a significant 
improvement. The school dis-
trict opened 2023-24 in the red. 

Cram, who returned to La 
Conner as finance director in 
March 2023, expressed confi-
dence to board members that 
with the help of administra-
tive mentors and Director of 
Teaching and Learning Beth 
Clothier he can shoulder the 
added duties of superintendent 
in 2024-25. 

“I’ll need assistance, but 
we have a good team in place 
and I have contacts with other 
superintendents and attorneys,” 
he said. “I can access their 
knowledge and skill sets. But 
I won’t know if I’ll need help 

until we get into some stuff. 
“It’s going to be a challenge, 

but I work really well with Beth 
and have had good meetings 
with you and other groups.” 

One of his goals will be to 
facilitate a process for iden-
tifying and selecting a new 
superintendent for 2025-26. 
He will also lead the campaign 
for a successful maintenance 
and operations levy election 
in February. Another goal is 
promoting student academic 
improvement by 10 points in 
both reading and math. 

The board’s goals, beyond 
the levy campaign and hiring a 
new superintendent, were high-
lighted by drafting a timeline 
to achieve a fund balance equal 
to 10% of the district’s annual 
$12.6 million budget. 

“It’s a slow process, but we’ll 
get there,” Cram said. “The 
cuts we made last year are the 
ones other districts are having 
to make this year.” 

Board president Susie Deyo 
said members will also en-
deavor to promote community 
engagement and accelerate 
student learning and academic 
performance.

School board, leaders retreat 
to address future goals, needs

By Bill Reynolds

Basketball has always been a 
big deal in La Conner.

But in Spokane it’s a really big 
deal. Bigger, in fact, than almost 
anywhere else.

As has been the case every June 
since 1990, thousands of hoops 
players and enthusiasts crowd-
ed into downtown Spokane last 
weekend for the largest outdoor 
three-on-three basketball tourna-
ment in the world.

La Conner wasn’t left out.
La Conner High School girls’ 

basketball head coach Joe Harper 
entered a local third grade boys’ 
team in the 2024 Spokane Hoop-
fest, a group comprised of his 
son, Roman Harper, plus Greyson 
Delage, Cassius Landworth and 
Randall Reynolds.

The La Conner lineup won 
three of five contests and finished 
one win shy of making the finals 
in its division.

Their tourney highlight came 
Saturday when Roman Harper 
stole a pass and drained a long 
jumper as time expired to clinch a 
one-point La Conner triumph.

“This is such a great experi-
ence for these boys to play in 
this setting,” coach Harper said 
afterward.

He noted that over the course of 
the two-day tournament, each La 
Conner player reached the scoring 
column and enjoyed competing 
before spectators who lined the 
team’s “home court” across the 
street from Spokane’s towering 
city hall.

Hoopfest was launched when 
Spokane civic leaders sought an 
early summer event that could 
raise funds for Special Olympics 
programs and draw tourists to the 
city.

The early years of Hoopfest 
were modest by today’s standards.

“I’m sure that if we’d known 

about it back then that we 
would’ve been at Hoopfest,” said 
Harper, a 1994 Monroe High 
School graduate who played for 
the Bearcats.

These days, Hoopfest is no 
secret. It regularly attracts 7,000 
teams, enlists 3,000 volunteers 
and covers nearly 50 city blocks.

Perhaps most impressive is that 
Hoopfest brings in an estimated 
$47 million for the local economy.

Its success also cashes in on 
celebrity participation.

Among the 2024 Hoopfest 
attendees was former Seattle 
Sonics legend Gary Payton, who 
signed autographs in the after-
noon heat under a Dick’s Sporting 
Goods canopy for a half-hour on 
Saturday.

Payton also served as a judge 
for Hoopfest’s popular slam-dunk 
contest.

For Harper, Hoopfest was 
the second leg of an extended 
basketball “vacation” in Eastern 
Washington. Prior to Hoopfest, 
he had signed up La Conner High 
School’s girls’ basketball team for 
a summer camp at Newport, an 
hour north of Spokane.

Harper, his wife, Coral, and 
Roman made the trip with their 
family camp trailer, making over-
night stops at the homes of friends 
on both sides of the Washington/
Idaho border.

With Hoopfest attracting more 
than a quarter-million people, the 
Harpers had plenty of company on 
the road to and from Spokane.

They hope to return in about 
eight months for the Washington 
State 2B Girls’ Hardwood Classic 
at the Spokane Arena, where the 
Braves placed second in 2020 and 
fourth in 2022 and 2023.

La Conner boys 
play Spokane’s 
giant Hoopfest

PREPPING THE NEXT SCORE – Coach Joe Harper plots strategy with 
La Conner players Greyson Delage (10), Roman Harper (0), Randall 
Reynolds (5) and Cassius Landworth (1) at the Spokane Hoopfest on 
June 29. �   –– Photo by Bill Reynolds

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE – Interim La Conner School District 
Superintendent David Cram meets with school board members and ad-
ministrators June 24 to discuss and set district priorities for the upcom-
ing school year.� – Photo by Bill Reynolds

changing lights, lights that can 
be tuned to specific frequencies 
to give warmer light, lights that 
can mimic natural light cycles 
and eliminate blue light in the 
evenings, and even lights that 
can conform to underlying 

shapes. 
Control technologies are also 

better than ever. Room-scale 
and building-scale occupancy 
sensors and timers have become 
affordable and reliable. They 
can ensure that lights are off 
when they’re not needed. Some 
advanced commercial lighting 
systems can even send discount 
coupons to the phones of cus-

tomers who have opted in.
Other major energy uses have 

also advanced very significantly 
over the last 50 years. Building 
codes require better insulation, 
which can be installed when 
structures are being built at very 
low additional cost. Building 
insulation technologies have 
also improved, with the addition 
of innovative materials like ex-
pandable foam insulation, which 
makes it easier to seal small 
gaps and holes, and radiant bar-
riers, which are still underuti-
lized. They’re very inexpensive 
reinforced aluminum foil sheets 
that hang under rafters and 
reflect heat back into a building 
during the winter, and out of it 
during the summer.

Windows have improved. Me-
dieval castles had single-pane 
glass windows. It took centuries 
to realize how easy it is to add 
a second pane, which creates 
an insulating layer of still gas 
between the panes. Today, win-
dows have insulated frames and 
transparent coatings designed 
to optimize heat gain or loss 
based on local climate. Some 
windows have three, or even 
four, panes, and some windows 
use gases other than air between 
the panes, to improve insulation 
even more.

A modern triple-pane, ar-
gon-filled, coated window in an 
insulated plastic frame also of-
fers better transparency and bet-
ter clarity than a castle window. 
People in even the worst modern 
housing have better windows 
than medieval royalty.

Negawatts
. . . (from page 2)



There’s one summer rerun 
that’s a guaranteed hit in La 
Conner.

It’s the annual Hometown In-
dependence Day celebration here, 
featuring a parade down First 
Street, a slew of July 4 activities 
with live music at the La Conner 
Marina and a fireworks display 
over Swinomish Channel.

“It will pretty much be the 
same as every year,” Town Ad-
ministrator Scott Thomas said.

The variety of events assures 
that everyone in La Conner will 
again have a blast on the Fourth 
of July.

The fun starts at noon with the 
downtown parade. Staging begins 
at 11 a.m. on State Street in front 
of the marina’s south basin park-
ing area.

At 5 p.m., food vendors and a 
beer and wine garden will open 
at the marina, followed by live 
music at 5:30 p.m., said Linda 
Lipke. The former La Conner 
gallery owner represents the Rick 
Epting Foundation for the Arts 
and serves as events manager for 

the July 4 concert.
First up is Pacific Twang, a 

country group from Mount Ver-
non noted for its tight harmonies 
and stellar musicianship. The 
Power Players Band takes the 
stage at 7:30 p.m.

Lipke said concertgoers will be 
tempted by strawberry shortcake 

and other delights from Schuh 
Farms, hot dogs, barbecue, kettle 
korn and Hawaiian ice.

The festivities wrap up with 
fireworks on the channel at 10 
p.m. 

The Epting Foundation, Port 
of Skagit and Town of La Conner 
sponsor the celebration. 
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A&E BRIEFS

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

Port of Anacortes presents 
Rock the Dock at Seafarers’ 
Memorial Park in Anacortes, 
5-11 p.m. July 4. Free community 
concert featuring bands High 
Voltage and Point of Sail. Food 
and beer garden open at 5 p.m. 
with fireworks display at nightfall.

Skagit Bay Search & Rescue 
Fundraiser, 1-7 p.m. July 4. 
Celebrate the Fourth and help 
our Volunteer Marine Search & 
Rescue team raise money. Buy 
ice cream, water, T-shirts or 
donate at the booth at La Conner 
Marina on N. Second Street.

Museum of Northwest Art has 
two new exhibits through Sept. 
29. Joseph Gregory Rossano: 
Portraits of the Divine. This ex-
hibit is a compassionate tribute to 
nature with a selection of large-
scale works. William Morris: Early 
Rituals. Internationally acclaimed 
for his compelling work with 
glass, this exhibit presents a se-
lection of his works created from 
the mid-1980s to early 1990s. 
121 N. First St., La Conner. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446.

Many pine siskins have been 
seen ill or found dead around 
local bird feeders lately. The cul-
prit is the salmonella bacteria, to 
which they are very susceptible. 

As a precaution, take bird 
feeders down and stop filling 
them. If feeders are kept filled, 
clean them every two days. A 
10% bleach solution with deter-
gent works best. Rinse well and 
let dry before filling. Raking and 
rinsing the ground under feeders 
helps too, since the bacteria are 
in the bird’s droppings. Even 
though siskins usually don’t feed 
on the ground, it protects other 
birds. 

Source: Fine Feathered 
Friends

Pine siskins and 
salmonellosis

By Ken Stern

The ancient Greek poet Homer’s 
“Iliad” is a 24 book epic of the 
Trojan War, originally told orally, 
the poet wandering village to vil-
lage. At almost 28,000 lines, it was 
not recited, but must have been 
performed, the original rap.

Fast forward almost 3,000 years 
to the present moment, to Glenn 
Hergenhahn-Zhao’s performance 
of “An Iliad” at the iDiOM The-
ater in June. This Poet walks onto 
a near empty stage, chairs and 
tables scattered about, some over-
turned, a dresser, large drop cloths 
hanging from the top of walls and 
on some of the furniture.

The Poet is as disheveled as 
the room, his fedora and suitcoat, 
rumpled, his suitcase battered. He 
slips his shoes off. 

His first recital is in Greek. 
Switching to English, he says, 
“Every time I sing this song, I 
hope it’s the last time.” He has 
been telling the story of the Trojan 
War since he witnessed it.

Yet this is masterly titled “An 
Iliad:” Not the story, but a story 
of war and destruction. “Who 
were the soldiers,” he asks. “If I 
could remember all the names,” 

he muses. “The point is, on the 
beach were boys from every town” 
– and the beach isn’t the shores 
below Troy as he lists “Ohio, 
North Dakota, Springfield, Illinois; 
Skagit, Seattle” and many more 
hometowns. And while he recalls 
thousands of boys emptying on 
the beach, and so many ships and 
names the nine years of battle 
between the Greeks and Trojans 
at Troy, he cites all the wars over 
all time. 

The litany of wars starts with the 
Greeks and Trojans and continues 
through nine crusades, Thirty Year 
Wars up through Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Gaza. He repeats what the 
young Lieutenant John Kerry 
asked the U.S. Senators “How do I 
ask a man to be the last man to die 
for a mistake?” In ancient Greece 
it was the capriciousness of the 
gods – they were to blame.

“But this, this is the war I want 
to tell you about,” and as the Poet 
looks skyward his face is bathed in 
red light. That first war is the basis 
of this story. Hergenhahn-Zhao 
plays a host of characters: the 
opposing warriors Achilles and 
Hector, Helen of Troy, generals, 
colleagues and kings. And of 
course gods, from Apollo to Zeus. 

The Poet is bathed in blue light as 
he evokes the Muses and jumps 
gracefully from a dresser to the 
floor.

The Poet will sing chapter 
and verse of every war ever, the 
cruelty, violence and senselessness 
perpetuated century after century.

There is a wonderful scene of 
Hector visiting his wife and infant 
son, Hergenhahn-Zhao mimick-
ing cradling the baby, speaking 
tenderly to him and then flinging 
him high in the air and after long 
seconds catching him.

Perform this show? 
Hergenhahn-Zhao embodied it. 
He drummed on his body, he 
drummed on the floor. He jumped 
on tables, chairs and a dresser. 
He danced. His hand and arm 
gestures, his facial expressions, 
the totality of it is more than a 
one-man band. As weary as he is, 
his physicality is in turns powerful 
and subtle as he recounts his tale. 
There is humor, sometimes with a 
wink to present-day references.

He digs into his suitcase for 
spirits found in a bottle of rum, 
tequila, vodka. He refills his glass 
often. There are reams of crum-
pled papers, and photos, notes 
and tales of destruction and folly 

through millennia. He recites an-
other long list of battles. Sticking 
with the source material, he recites 
the death of Hector at the hand of 
Achilles, specific details, including 
repeatedly dragging the dead body 
behind a chariot around the walled 
city of Troy. 

The futility of war, the senseless 
death, the smallness of gods, gen-
erals and kings. Cassandra is not 
listened to and the Trojan Horse 
brought inside the walls of Troy. 
At night the Greek soldiers pour 
out and ransack the city. “You can 
imagine the song, the death of a 
city. It always looks pretty much 
the same.”

The Poet wails his last list of 
cities destroyed, from Babylon and 
Alexandria through Dresden and 
Tokyo. And now, Rafah in Gaza.

His shoes back on, he picks up 
his coat and suitcase, puts his hat 
on, turns, walks out. The lights 
black out.

It is a powerful performance.
Written by Lisa Peterson and 

Denis O’Hare, “An Iliad” was first 
performed in New York in 2013. 
Hergenhahn-Zhao, the artistic 
director of iDiOM Theater, has 
reprised it for at least the fourth 
time in Bellingham.

‘An Iliad’ tells the tale of the futility of war

La Conner Live 2024 Summer 
Concert Series takes over 
Gilkey Square every Sunday 
from 1-4 p.m. through Sept. 8 
at First and Morris streets. The 
lineup features Joan Penney & 
Herding Kats Jazz Nonet, July 7; 
The Fabulous Murphtones, July 
14; Lost at Last, July 21; Mojo 
Cannon, July 28; Billy Appleton 
Band, Aug. 4; Midlife Crisis and 
the Alimony Horns, Aug. 11; 
The Walrus, Aug. 18; Cascadia 
Groove, Aug. 25; Pacific Twang, 
Sept. 1; Chris Eger – Richard 
Williams Invitational Jam, Sept. 8.

Skagit City School Picnic, 1-3 
p.m. Sunday, July 14, 17508 
Moore Road, Mount Vernon. Join 
us for this time-honored tradition 
of celebrating community. Food 
will be available from the La 
Conner Rotary Club.

More summer concerts. The 
Port of Anacortes presents its 
2024 free summer concert series 
at Seafarers’ Memorial Park, 601 
Seafarers Way, beginning July 
10 with the Naughty Blokes. Info: 
portofanacortes.com/events.

Here’s what you can do in La Conner on July 4

Theater review —
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Place an 
At Your Service Ad

Plus appear in our
Online Business Directory

$225 FOR 12 WEEKS

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com

LEGAL NOTICES
TOWN OF LA CONNER
ORDINANCE NO. 1247

NOTICE OF APPROVAL
Notice is hereby given that 

the Town Council of the Town 
of La Conner, Washington, 
passed Ordinance No. 1247 
at the May 11, 2024, Town 
Council meeting.  A summary 
of Ordinance No. 1247 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance amending Title 

15 of the Town of La Conner 
Uniform Development Code.
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1247 are available 
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 27th Day of May, 

2024
/s/________________
Maria DeGoede, Town Clerk
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, July 3, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the Estate of 

RICHARD A. PEARSON,
Deceased.

Case No.:  20-4-00235-29
NOTICE OF HEARING 
FINAL REPORT AND 

PETITION FOR DECREE 
OF DISTRIBUTION

RCW 11.76.040
CLERK’S ACTION 

REQUIRED
Hearing Date:  08/02/2024 

@ 9:00 AM
NOTICE is hereby given that 

Dennis A. Pearson, as person-
al representative of the above 
estate, has filed on the office of 
the clerk of the above court the 
Final Report and Petition for 
Decree of Distribution, ask-
ing the Court to approve the 
Report, distribute the property 
to the persons entitled there-
to, and discharge the personal 
representative.
The Final Report and Petition 

for Decree of Distribution will 
be heard on August 2, 2024 at 
9:00 AM in the assigned court 
room, at which time and place 
any person interested in the 
above estate may appear and 
file objections to and contest 
the Final Report.
DATED this 25th day June, 

2024
/ s / ______________
Dennis A. Pearson
Dennis A. Pearson, Personal 

Representative
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, July 3, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00309-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
Clark Tullis Scarboro, 

Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: June 

26, 2024
Joan Brandt Scarboro
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, June 26, July 3, 
and July 10, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the Estate of 
CAITLIN ANNE 
MCDERMOTT 

FOLLSTAD,
Deceased.

Case No.:  24-4-00265-29
AMENDED NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.010

The person named below has 
been appointed as administra-
tor of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
administrator or the adminis-
trator’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the administrator served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of First Publication: 

June 26, 2024
Personal Representative:  

Dewey Weddle 
Attorney for the Person-

al Representative:  Rachelle 
Eason
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:  909 7th Street, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221
Court of Probate proceed-

ings:  Skagit County Superior 
Court
Cause number:  

24-4-00265-29
SIGNED  this 13th  day of 

June, 2024.
/s/ Dewey Weddle
Dewey Weddle, Adminis-

trator of the Estate of Caitlin 
Anne McDermott Follstad
Prepared by:
/s/ Rachelle Eason
Rachelle Marie Eason, 

WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioner 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, June 26, July 3, 
and July 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00328-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
Carole J. Moeller, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: June 

26, 2024
Barbara J. Beam
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys for Personal 
Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, June 26, July 3, 
and July 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON IN AND 
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
In the matter of the Estate 

of
PAUL VINCENT WASIK

Deceased.
No. 24-4-00299-29

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Personal Representa-

tives named below have been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentatives of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representatives or 
the Personal Representatives’ 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets. 
Date of First Publication: 

June 26, 2024.
Dates Published: June 26, 

July 3, July 10, 2024
Personal Representative: 
PATRICIA LEE & ALAN 

WASIK
c/o OLYMPIC LEGAL SER-

VICES, P.S.
2114 Commercial Aveue 
P.O. Box 1031
Anacortes, WA 98221-1031
Attorney for the Estate: 
NELI T. ESPE, WSBA # 

29783
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
OLYMPIC LEGAL SER-

VICES, P.S.
2114 Commercial Aveue 
P.O. Box 1031
Anacortes, WA 98221-1031
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, June 26, July 3, 
and July 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON, COUNTY 

OF SKAGIT
In re the Guardianship of: 

EMMA JUNEBY 
BILLINGSLEY

Respondent/s
No. 24-4-00266-29

Summons Served by 
Publication 

(SMPB)
To (other party’s name/s): 

Emma Juneby Billingsley 
1. Petitioner has started a 

court case by filing a petition.  
The name of the Petition is: 
Petition for Guardianship, 
Conservatorship, or Protective 
Arrangement of an Adult
2. You must respond to this 

summons and petition by serv-
ing a copy of your written re-
sponse on the person signing 
this summons, any other par-
ty, and by filing the original 
response with the clerk of the 
court.  
If you do not serve your writ-

ten response within 60 days 
after the first date of publica-
tion, which is June 12, 2024, 
the court may enter an order 
of default against you and the 
court may, without further no-
tice to you, enter an order and 
approve or provide for the re-
lief requested in the petition. 
If the petition has not been 

filed, you may demand that 
the petitioner file this lawsuit 
with the court.  If you do so, 
the demand must be in writing 
and must be served upon the 
person signing this summons.  
Within 14 days after you serve 
the demand, the petitioner 
must file this lawsuit with the 
court, or the service on you of 
this summons and petition will 
be void. 
3. You have the right to have 

a lawyer help you. If you can’t 
afford a lawyer, the court will 
appoint one for you at public 
expense. You can ask the court 
visitor about getting a lawyer. 
Or you can write the judge a 
letter asking for a lawyer. If 
you wish to seek the advice 
of a lawyer in this matter, you 
should do so promptly so that 
your written response, if any, 
may be served on time. 
4. The court hearing on this 

matter shall be held on the fol-

lowing date and time:
DATE:  August 16, 2024
TIME:  9:00 AM
PLACE:  SKAGIT COUN-

TY SUPERIOR COURT
ROOM: TBD
IMPORTANT NOTICE
PLEASE READ 

CAREFULLY
If a guardian or conservator 

is appointed, you could lose 
one or more of the following 
rights:
(1) To marry, divorce, or en-

ter into or end a state regis-
tered domestic partnership;
(2) To vote or hold an elected 

office;
(3) To enter into a contract or 

make or revoke a will;
(4) To appoint someone to act 

on your behalf;
(5) To sue and be sued other 

than through a guardian;
(6) To possess a license to 

drive;
(7) To buy, sell, own, mort-

gage, or lease property;
(8) To consent to or refuse 

medical treatment;
(9) To decide who shall pro-

vide care and assistance;
(10) To make decisions re-

garding social aspects of your 
life.
Under the law, you have cer-

tain rights.
You have the right to be rep-

resented by a lawyer of your 
own choosing. The court will 
appoint a lawyer to represent 
you if you are unable to pay or 
payment would result in a sub-
stantial hardship to you.
You have the right to ask 

for a jury trial on the issue of 
capacity.
You have the right to be pres-

ent in court and testify when 
the hearing is held to decide 
whether or not you need a 
guardian or conservator. If a 
court visitor is appointed, you 
have the right to request the 
court to replace that person.
You have the right to ask 

the court to establish a pro-
tective arrangement in-
stead of a guardianship or 
conservatorship.
Dated:  05/30/2024
 /s/ _________________
Rachelle Marie Eason
Rachelle Marie Eason, 

WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioner
FILE ORIGINAL OF YOUR 

ANSWER AND OTHER 
DOCUMENTS WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT AT:
Skagit County Superior 

Court
205 W Kincaid, Room 103
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
SERVE A COPY OF YOUR 

ANSWER AND OTHER 
DOCUMENTS ON:
Rachelle Marie Eason
c/o the Eason Law Firm, PS
725 South 1st Street, Ste B
PO Box 1725
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360.336.2221
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, June 12, 19, 26, 
and July 3, 10, 17, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

CHUNG, YEO JIN,
Deceased.

NO.  24-4-00353-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: July 3, 2024	
/s/____________________
Christopher Jones, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine St., Ste 211
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, July 3, 10, and 
17, 2024.

danger on Fidalgo Island. 
The exercise portrayed 
a rapidly moving and 
expanding fire threaten-
ing the wooded areas of 
Swinomish Village, Shelter 
Bay and the rest of the 
reservation.

The drill, outlined by 
District 13 Capt. Gary 
Ladd, started with a 
motorist driving east on 
Reservation Road seeing 
smoke to the north, about 
a quarter-mile behind the 
Shaker Church. 

The exercise drew in 
participants from multiple 
fire departments, Swino­
mish Police, public health 
officials, emergency 
medical teams, the state 
Department of Natural 
Resources and others.

DNR capped the training 
by landing and refueling 
of one of its helicopters at 
John K. Bob Ball Park.

As was the case with the 
marina drill, those taking 
part in the wildland fire 
exercise praised the levels 
of communication, cooper-
ation and teamwork.

Swinomish Police 
Officer Char Derrick said 
she found the wildfire and 
evacuation sessions espe-
cially meaningful.

“This is my home,” she 
said. “My children are 
here.”

“Just doing the drill is 
a huge plus,” said Brian 
Geer, formerly of Swin-
omish and now with the 
county Department of 
Emergency Management. 

“It’s important that we all 
had a chance to train to-
gether and be face to face 
with one another.”

District 13 Commission 
chair Bruce Shellhamer 
agreed.

“It really helped to have 
someone in the command 
center who knew the right 
questions to ask,” he said, 
adding that the training 
was “immensely helpful” 
and “builds confidence” 
for those who could be 
called upon to respond in 
an actual emergency.

Town of La Conner 
Emergency Management 
Commission member Jim 
White extolled the benefits 
of a training “like this, at 
this scale.”

The evacuation plan, 
comprising traffic routes 
and crowd management, 
was subject of a tabletop 
exercise aided by use of a 
detailed map provided by 
Swinomish.

“This is a great re-
source,” said Capt. Ted 
Taylor, the District 13 
emergency management 
coordinator.

Emergency management 
has been a focus in recent 
months. The Town of La 
Conner formed its emer-
gency management panel 
in 2023 after saltwater 
flooded the waterfront and 
low-lying residential areas. 
Earlier this year, District 
13 staged a windstorm 
training exercise on the 
Swinomish Reservation.

Fire training
. . . (from page 1)

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

FOR RENT: Quiet and peaceful 
private office space for rent over-
looking Skagit Bay. Second floor 
office with southern exposure 
and great natural light. Office is 
8’ X 22’ (176 sf). Wired for phone 
and internet. Restrooms on main 
floor. Utilities included. $350 per 
month. Contact John at 425-218-
8820.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

NOT TO BE MISSED
Saturday with the Mayor, 10 
a.m. Saturday, July 6, in the 
La Conner Swinomish Library 
Community Room. Fire Chief 
Aaron Reinstra will speak about 
Firefighting 101. Come with your 
questions.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
•	 Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
•	 Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
•	 Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy.

•	 Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 

p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish.

 
MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
•	 New Meditation: Silks & Weav-

ings from Melissa Scherrer 
Paré and Audrey Ducas, 
through July 7.

•	 Word Quilts, Janine Holzman. 
through July 28.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit:
•	 Signs, Signs, Everywhere  

Signs: The Art of Bob 
Mortenson features the life 
and work of local sign maker, 
graphic artist and painter Bob 
Mortenson of Mortenson Signs 
of Mount Vernon. His signs are 
all over the county. Through 
Sept. 29.

Museum of Northwest Art. 
121 N. First St., La Conner. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. Current exhibits:
•	 Joseph Gregory Rossano: 

Portraits of the Divine. This 
exhibit is a compassionate 
tribute to nature with a 
selection of large-scale works. 
Through Sept. 29.

•	 William Morris: Early Rituals. 
Internationally acclaimed for 
his compelling work with glass, 
this exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from 
the mid-1980s to early 1990s. 
Through Sept. 29.

•	 At the Seam: MoNA’s Perma-
nent Collection. Through Jan. 
12, 2025.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Salmon with garlic scapes

The Baker Lake 
sockeye were running 
on the Skagit River. 
Fresh, bright red and 
full of eggs. These 
were filleted for a 
dinner meal. I am har-
vesting garlic scapes 
from our garden and 
I selected three to 
chop for this recipe. I 
always have butter on 
hand for cooking and 
baking. 

Ingredients
•	 Sockeye, fillet for 

two 
•	 Butter, 1 T 
•	 Garlic scapes, 3 

chopped 

Preparation
Cut parchment 

paper to cover a small 
baking sheet. Rinse, 
pat dry salmon. Place 
skin side down on 
parchment paper. Cut 
butter into 5 pieces 
and dot top of salmon. 
Chop garlic scapes in 
1/4-inch pieces. Place 
on top of salmon. 
Bake in preheated 350 
degree F oven for 40 
minutes. The garlic 
flavor infuses the but-
ter and enriches the 
salmon. 

Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not 
just for men, everyone welcome. 
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays 
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon. SMGC promotes interest 
in recreational gardening.

La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third 
Tuesdays in the library, 520 
Morris St., La Conner. 

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
restaurant. Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount 
Vernon Senior Center, 1401 
Cleveland Ave.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Submit an event
Want to get more eyes 
on your event before 
the next Weekly News 
hits the street? Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!
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POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

YARD WASTE RECYCLINGYARD WASTE RECYCLING

www.townofl aconner.org

Town of La Conner

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm 
12154 Chilberg Road, 
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for 
buying compost at the plant. 

No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Appreciate the small luxuries in life, like a stuffed moose made 
with alpaca fur!  SOFTEST MOOSE EVER.  We also have 

alpaca chickens, alpaca buffalo, alpaca yaks, alpaca penguins, 
alpaca bears, alpaca kiwis, alpaca bunnies, alpaca guinea 

pigs, alpaca lions, alpaca elephants, alpaca mammoths, alpaca 
unicorns & ALPACA ALPACA!

                         106 S. 1st St – Open at 7 am daily  

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

THE UFF DA SHOPPE

Tues.-Sat. 11-4pm•Sun. 11-3pm  8820 Viking Way, Stanwood  360-629-3006
Lefse & Fun Unique Gifts

T Shirts just 
arrived in 
time for 
Crabbing Season

in Viking Village



Journey as you were meant to, aboard an 
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is 
crafted to meet the specific needs of our 

discerning owners. Let yours take you 
where you most want to go.

360-466-9277   ■  www.americantugs.com
800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner

  We’re Hiring! 

Check out our website  
or email us for more info:
www.skagitbaysar.org

skagitbaysar@gmail.com
Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 
Media support from La Conner Weekly News

SBSAR Fundraiser
July 4th, 2024
1 pm - 7 pm

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3

Activities:
Fitness Class,  Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing,  Games & Crafts,
Art Circle,  Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner

website
Or call/email

360-855-5440
seniorcenter@

townofl aconner.org

Sunday, June 23
4:50 p.m.: Phone caution needed – 
Caller was caught in a scam where the 
subject posed as someone from the 
bank. The caller had shared banking 
information and now was locked out of 
the account. Its unknown if any money 
was taken and the caller will be contact-
ing the bank as soon as they open. S. 
Second St., La Conner

Monday, June 24
9:46 p.m.: Who you gonna call? – Call-
er called to advise she had left a phone 
in the public bathroom that locked when 
she left. Public works was able to let her 
back in to retrieve the phone. S. First St., 
La Conner

Thursday, June 27
1:35  p.m.: Dog ran free  – Report of a 
loose dog wandering the parking lot of 
the wildlife preserve. A deputy respond-
ed but did not locate the dog. Fir Island 
Rd., Conway

Friday, June 28
9:02 p.m.: Poor reporting – A third 
party called to report that a truck had 
backed into another car while parking 
on First Street. The truck driver did not 
think he hit anything and the owner of 
the other vehicle came out and did not 
see any damage. It does not appear they 
actually hit. S. First St., La Conner

Saturday, June 29 
12:22 a.m.: Boating problem 1 – Large 
sailboat was being worked on and was 
being launched during high tide. The tide 
was not high enough and the sailboat 
bottomed out and tipped over. The boat 
was then swamped by incoming tides. 
Bay View-Edison Rd, Bay View

5:59 a.m.: Boating problem 2 – A boat 
tied to the docks in La Conner took on 
water and capsized. It appears the bow 
line broke which allowed the current to 
pull it away from the dock at an odd an-
gle and swamp it. S. First St., La Conner

WET A DAY FOR A PARADE — The Swinomish Canoe Family needed 
to bundle up as a steady rain soaked the Pride Parade through the 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community on Thursday, June 27.  

— Photo by Madoc Hiller

the sunken boat, while surface 
crews kept an eye out for nearby 
southern resident killer whales 
and deterred them from coming 
near the recovery operation.

Once the Aleutian Isle was 
on the surface, crews were able 
to recover about 590 gallons of 
diesel. However, based on infor-
mation from Johnston, Ecology 
estimates between 1,328 to 1,528 
gallons of diesel spilled into 
Haro Strait.

The penalty is for spilling oil 
into waters of the state. Though 
the majority of the response 
costs were paid directly by the 
U.S. Coast Guard from the 
National Pollution Liability Trust 
Fund, Ecology is also seeking 
reimbursement for its costs of 
$444,473. Additionally, there 
will be a state Natural Re-
sources Damage Assessment of 
$183,786.

Several marine birds were ob-
served directly oiled, while other 
birds were observed swimming 
in light oil sheen. Wildlife can be 
adversely affected if they, or their 
habitat, comes into contact with 
even a small amount of spilled 
oil.

Johnston has 30 days to appeal 
the penalty to the Washington 
Pollution Control Hearings 
Board.

Source: Washington State 
Department of Ecology

Fuel spill penalty
. . . (from page 1)

“I am pretty sure I will be 
OK,” he said. 

Larsen expressed confidence 
that Democrats will win the 
House of Representatives in No-
vember. He said he would cam-
paign for other candidates. Asked 

later if he would use his roughly 
$1.5 million campaign fund, he 
did not answer directly, referring 
to a leadership political action 
committee for which he raises 
money and his attending events 
in other candidates’ districts.

For his election, he predict-
ed he would be in the top two 
in the August primary and his 
November opponent will be a 
Republican.

“(Joe) Biden has more wind 
in his sails,” he said about the 
presidential race. Trump can only 
win by hiding and lying about 
his record of tax cuts for the rich, 
undermining NATO and oppos-
ing women’s rights.

“Donald Trump is a convicted 
felon, period, and no one wants 
to elect a candidate with that 
record,” Larsen said.

Larsen made five campaign 
stops throughout the district, 
starting on Whidbey Island June 
17 and ending in Everett June 24. 
The district includes all of Island, 
San Juan, Skagit and Whatcom 
counties and communities along 
Snohomish County’s I-5 corridor.

Rep. Larsen
. . . (from page 1)

12-year period.
Skagit County has seen a bit 

more affordable and available 
rental units for renters with house-
hold incomes up to 50% of the 
median family income, or about 
$35,000. The increase in units 
was to 41%, up from 38%, in a 
2014 to 2019 comparison. Newer 
data are not available. Some 60% 
or more of the county’s poorest 
residents do not have housing 
options that they can afford.

Within the county are less than 
half the subsidized affordable 
housing supply needed. In 2023 
2,504 subsidized units were 
available for renters with median 
family incomes up to $35,000. 
Another 3,175 units are needed, 
the report estimates.

With the increase in renting 
housing from 2016 to 2022 came 

a 16% increase in homelessness 
in Skagit County, the report 
states. Homelessness per capita 
increased 4% statewide in that 
period.

The housing advisory plan 
emphasizes that nearly half of 
the new homes required in the 
coming decades must be af-
fordable to households earning 
less than 50% of area median 
family income. This shortage of 
affordable housing contributes to 
homelessness, housing instability, 
and increasing costs for low- and 
moderate-income families. The 
housing advisory plan provides 
a path for understanding the af-
fordable housing crisis and details 
recommendations for removing 
barriers to building more afford-
able homes.

More information and the 
report: commerce.wa.gov/. 
Search AHAB then click on the 
2023 – 2028 Affordable Housing 
Advisory Plan link.

Housing crisis
. . . (from page 1)

By Ken Stern

Island Drug closed its Clinton 
pharmacy Monday, essentially 
going our of business. The 
company, owned by pharmacist 
Aaron Syring, started 2024 
serving people with pharmacies 
in La Conner, Oak Harbor and 
Clinton. 

Syring shuttered his other two 

stores in January. Friday, June 
28, Syring posted a long anal-
ysis on his website explaining 
the unreasonable rules and low 
payments from pharmacy benefit 
managers. They are hired by 
insurance companies to control 
prescription costs.

His website article, “Why 
Pharmacies Close,” states is at 
islanddrug.com/2024/01/11/
why-pharmacies-close/.

Clinton’s Island Drug shuts doors
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