
VOL. 17 • NO. 26 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2024 $1.25www.laconnerweeklynews.com

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

LD 10 and county commissioner candidates�• p 6
Skagit Habitat groundbreaking ceremony� • p 12

A LOT OF BULL

(continued on page 11)

By Ken Stern

Great staff, great results: The La 
Conner Weekly News won 37 WNPA 
best newspaper awards at the an-
nual Better Newspaper Contest of 
Washington’s community newspapers, 
a bit short of doubling last year’s total 
of 21. More individuals, 14, won in 
more categories. Weekly News staff 
swept first, second and third place five 
times, including art reviews, art fea-
tures and general and topical columns.

Bill Reynolds led with 11 certifi-
cates, with first place for a news and 
an education story. He shared the 
sweep for best headlines with Kurt 
Batdorf and Ken Stern.

Batdorf’s first place headline is 
“Spam, Spam, Spam, Spam, SPAM” 
from the 2023 Tom Robbins Day. He 
won three page design awards, a first 
for an editorial page and second and 
third place for front pages. Rhonda 
Hundertmark and Stern shared the 
front page category awards.

New writers winning this year 
are Meg Holgate, first place for her 
art feature on Natalie Nieback; Sara 
Walls, second place for her review 
of Matika Wilbur’s “Project 562” 
photography book; Greg Whiting, first 
place for his energy transition column; 
Adam Sowards won three times: a 
second place for his history feature 
on Northern State Hospital and third 
place for his art feature on the “Surge” 
exhibit at MoNA and his environmen-
tal story on the summer 2023 drought.

Judy Booth won first and second 
place for her stories on the closing of 
the La Conner Drug Store, Anne Basye 
took second place for her art feature 
on the Shelter Bay Chorus holiday 
concert. Mel Damski won first for his 
monthly column. Nancy Crowell won 
first place for a news photograph. 

Pat Paul won second place for her 
recipe column. Don Coyote took sec-
ond place for his photo essay memori-
alizing Brodie, his dog.

Stern’s 11 awards include first 

place for an editorial (“Free speech in 
Shelter Bay”) and his review of “The 
Tempest.”

The contest time period was for 
newspapers published from April 
2022 through March 2023. Awards are 
presented in four groups. The Weekly 
News is in group 1, circulation under 
2,000. Judging was by members of 
the Arizona Newspapers Association. 
Awards were announced Oct. 5.

The community can be rightfully 
proud of the well-crafted stories, 
photos and ads that are in every issue.

The Weekly News staff is rightfully 
recognized in its efforts to bring news 
to the community.

The behind-the-scenes staff of 
Eileen Engelstad ensure each week’s 
publication minimizes its mistakes, 
while Tony Harrah and Rick Shorten 
distribute each edition.

The Washington Newspaper 
Publishers Association is a member 
organization of community 
newspaper publisherss.

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner is no one-horse town.
But on Saturday it was a one 

Brahma bull town, and proud of it.
“Little Wick,” a 4-year-old pure-

bred Brahma steer, made his way that 
morning up the Washington Street hill, 
avoiding the new one-way traffic flow 
downtown, to take part in the opening 
of the much-anticipated Wick Peth 
exhibit at the Skagit County Historical 
Museum.

The late Wick Peth, of a La Conner 
and Burlington area pioneer family, 
was a legendary bullfighter who 
brought athleticism to rodeo clowning 
and enjoyed a long award-winning 
career that achieved national fame, 
including a widely viewed appearance 
on the popular TV show “To Tell the 
Truth.”

A Pro Rodeo Hall of Famer, his 
life is chronicled in the La Conner 
museum’s showing of “Wick Peth: The 
Original Bullfighter and the History of 
Rodeo in Skagit County,” which runs 
through March 2, 2025.

“Little Wick” was named by his 
owner, Michael Geerdes, a Peth family 
friend, in honor of the local rodeo star.

The gentle bull is a fixture at parades 
and “rascal rodeos” where he enter-

tains disabled youth. His appearance in 
La Conner last weekend was a hit.

A 60ish grandma driving on Maple 
Avenue after watching her grandson’s 
Saturday morning soccer match pulled 
into the old COA parking lot when 
she spotted “Little Wick” and his rider 
at the intersection with Washington 
Street. Her request to give “Little 
Wick” a smooch was granted.

“He was sweet,” said the unnamed 
woman, who grew up on a farm near 
Burlington. “He was a little shy about 
getting kissed, though.”

Many others also offered warm 
greetings to “Little Wick,” who hung 
out next to the museum parking lot, 
as they made their way inside for the 
day’s opening ceremonies and pro-
gram, which included heartfelt stories 
of Wick Peth shared by friends and 
family members.

Wick Peth, a son of John and 
Florence Peth, passed away in 2019 
at age 89. He lived his entire life 
on the family farm and cattle ranch 
near Edison. The family contracted 
rodeo livestock throughout the Pacific 
Northwest, and Wick, whose given 
name was Melvin, devoted much time 
to studying bulls so he could better 
protect riders on the regional rodeo 
circuit.

Eventually he became renowned 
himself in professional rodeo bullfight-
ing, working and performing at events 
in the U.S. and Canada, and is often 
referred to as the “original bullfighter” 
who changed the job from part-time 
clown into full-time protector.

According to a Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association News ac-
count, the athletic Peth had little or 
no interest in being funny for rodeo 
audiences. He concentrated on saving 
bull riders.

The subject of a 1963 LIFE maga-
zine feature story, Peth at 5-6 and 170 
pounds was admired for his ability to 
turn back bulls and save hung-up or 
fallen riders.

Two-time bull riding champion 
Larry Mahan told PRCA that Peth 
“was probably one of the greatest ath-
letes rodeo has ever known. He was in 
far better shape than anybody out there 
competing. An incredible athlete, very 
tough physically and mentally.”

The Skagit County Historical 
Museum, where the Peth exhibit is 
showcased, is located on Fourth Street 
at the top of the hill. Hours are 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Thursday through Sunday.

If you missed “Little Wick” in La 
Conner, mark your calendars and catch 
him at a future parade or rodeo.

Museum rustles up Skagit rodeo history

By Ken Stern

Total turn around. The $68,591 reported in sales 
tax revenues to the La Conner Town Council in 
September by the state’s Department of Revenue is 
the highest ever for the month, $5,315 above last 
year’s, and the second highest total in 2024. After 
below normal collection totals four of the first five 
months this year, sales taxes the last three months 
total $203,359, 42.7% of the year’s total and 
putting the town on course to meet this projected 
income for the year.

Likewise, the $6,798 firetruck sales tax receipts 
are a record for the month and also its second high-
est collection this year.

The $25,422 reported for the hotel motel tax 
revenues is the year’s highest monthly total, but not 
a record.

The $13,600 in REET (real estate excise tax) rev-
enue increases the fund to 133% of its annual bud-
get. The total for the year will likely set a record.

The $946 collected in property tax is low, even 
for a summer month. The total to date is 54.6% of 
the year, but October and November collections 
total a sizable fraction of the year’s budget.

Collection from water usage last month was 
$166,990, the year’s highest by $30,265. The three 
wastewater funds brought in $283,918, also the 
year’s highest, though the $109,752 in compost 
sales was almost $6,000 less than August’s totals.

These four funds account for 84% of La 
Conner’s 2024 revenue, with the $1 million to date 
in water collections 26.2%, and the $1.9 million in 
the three wastewater funds, 40%.

While total town revenues are at 63% of the 
amount budgeted, expenses to date are 45% of pro-
jections. If there are not large fourth quarter public 
works expenditures, it is likely that the town will 
again have a budget surplus.

Retail tax totals are based on July collection from 
town stores and online purchases delivered to La 
Conner addresses.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal year.

La Conner’s 
tax revenue 
recovering

By: Laurel Demkovich
Washington State Standard

The candidates vying to represent Washington 
in the U.S. Senate went head-to-head Oct. 8 at 
a debate in Spokane, sparring over affordability, 
immigration, foreign affairs and fentanyl. 

Democratic incumbent Maria Cantwell and 
Republican Raul Garcia, a Yakima emergen-
cy room doctor, met at the Myrtle Woldson 
Performing Arts Center at Gonzaga University for 
a debate hosted by The Spokesman-Review in part-
nership with Gonzaga University, KSPS, the Black 
Lens and the Washington State Debate Coalition. 

It was the first debate between the two candi-
dates. They face off again on Oct. 17 in a de-
bate hosted by the League of Women Voters of 
Washington and KIRO 7. 

Garcia, who’s been a physician for 26 years, is 
hoping to unseat Cantwell, who’s held the position 
since 2000.

As of July, the most recent filing to the Federal 
Election Commission, Cantwell has raised more 
than $11.7 million and spent more than $5.2 mil-
lion. Garcia has raised nearly $597,000 and spent 
about $428,000.

At the debate on Tuesday, voters heard how 
different their views are. Here’s a look at where the 
candidates stand on four key issues this election. 

Affordability and inflation
Both Cantwell and Garcia agree that Americans 

are facing high costs, but their approaches to lower-
ing them are different. 

Cantwell said she wants to bring manufacturing 
back into the United States to bolster the supply 
chain. She also said she wants to continue fighting 
to lower prescription drug costs by negotiating 
prices at a federal level and building more afford-
able housing. 

Cantwell, Garcia 
trade barbs in 
Senate debate

Weekly News wins 37 awards in state contest

LIVING RODEO HISTORY COMES TO LA CONNER — Little Wick, the Brahma Bull, takes a short break at the corner of 
Washington Street and Maple Avenue en route to the Skagit County Historical Museum for the opening of the Wick Peth 
exhibit on Oct. 12. The exhibit runs through March 2, 2025.� — Photo by Bill Reynolds
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Opinion
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From the editor — 

– Ken Stern

380 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 9 weeks till the paper closes

Eligible voters receive their Nov. 5 election ballots in the mail this 
week. While this is not the most significant election of our lifetime, it 
requires, as with every vote, thoughtful consideration of the candidates 
and issues. Our decisions do make a difference, including voting for 
alternative candidates or not voting. 

There are four initiatives on the ballot. Please spend the necessary 
time to learn their purposes, consequences and who their sponsors are. 

Brian Heywood is the money behind them. Last week this 
billionaire’s organization, Let’s Go Washington, was fined $20,000 
by the state’s Public Disclosure Commission for failing to report 
subcontractors used by signature-gathering firms, as the law requires, to 
put the measures on the ballot. His initiatives are tainted, at least..

I-2109 ballot wording: “This measure would repeal an excise tax 
imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets 
by individuals who have annual capital gains of over $250,000. This 
measure would decrease funding for K-12 education, higher education, 
school construction, early learning and childcare.

“Should this measure be enacted into law?”
Anyone with over $250,000 in capital gains and who supports the 

large losses in tax revenue – $2.2 billion the first five years – will vote 
yes in their own self-interest.

The state Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the law. Last 
winter the state Legislature banned allowing a state income tax. That 
argument for voting yes in the state voters pamphlet is false: There is 
no stepping stone to an income tax in Washington.

Bottom line: a billionaire transplant gets fined for irregularities in re-
porting gathering signatures for a ballot measure that reduces his taxes 
and takes away funding from schools and childcare. Voting no can be 
an easy decision.

I-2117, if passed, ends the states carbon tax credit trading and strips 
billions out of the budget, decreasing “funding for investments in 
transportation, clean air, renewable energy, conservation and emissions 
reduction,” including the salmon habitat restoration grants reported on 
last week – and the electric Guemes Island ferry. Summarizing it takes 
15 pages in the voter’s pamphlet, but the billionaire sponsor did not 
include contact information  on its last page.

The one paragraph ballot summary states revenue loss will “reduce 
or eliminate funding for numerous programs and projects, including 
for: transportation emissions reduction; transit, pedestrian safety; ferry 
and other transportation electrification; air quality improvement; renew-
able and clean energy; grid modernization and building decarboniza-
tion; increasing the climate resilience of the state’s waters, forests and 
other ecosystems; fire prevention and forest health; and restoring and 
improving salmon habitat.”

A loss of $3.8 billion in funding the next five years ends or reduces 
funding, resulting in road, sea lane and legislative budget gridlock and 
effectively moving the state’s present and still growing population back 
into the 1990s. This is a vote to destroy or preserve the possibility of 
21st century transportation systems and repairing the environment to 
bring back more salmon.

I-2124, if passed, ends universal employee coverage in Washinton 
state’s long term care insurance program., which is creating a fund 
that will provide up to $36,500 to those meeting its requirements. The 
“WA Cares” fund will be tapped by people who become disabled, ill 
or elderly after at least 10 years of paying into it. The state government 
has created affordable and guaranteed long-term coverage that depends 
on employee funding. 

If the initiative passes, participation will become voluntary, many 
will stop paying the tax and WA Cares will fail to build the funding 
necessary to provide benefits.

A no vote preserves the program.
I-2066 will prohibit towns, cities and counties from enacting building 

codes that encourage electrification of home and building energy, 
slowing the transition to electrification in Washington. 

It repeals a law applying to Puget Sound Energy that the utility plan 
for an eventual transition to renewable, low-emission energy sources. 

Passing the measure will reduce the move toward electrifying the 
economy and allows for continued use of natural gas.

Our future is in clean energy. Fossil fuel use dooms us.
The League of Women Voters of Washington has analyzed these 

initiatives and opposes them. Read the League’s analysis of each at 
lwvwa.org/page-18781.

Vote no for positive changes Community news 
ownership support

I’d just like to say I’ve bought 
at least one copy of the La Conner 
Weekly News every time I’ve 
been to La Conner. Lunch at 
Slider’s just wouldn’t be the same 
without it. 

I sincerely hope that if the 
paper is sold that the community 
be the ones to own it, what a great 
idea. 

Thanks for all the good work 
Ken and company.

Corey Coffell
via email

Vote with wisdom, 
not with fealty

I woke in the middle of the 
night, terrified Donald Trump 
could be elected; mystified that 
even his recent, repeated lies 
about Democrats, hurricanes and 
FEMA, toward his own political 
ends, have not outraged his fol-
lowers. The word, fealty, has been 
used to describe a loyal Trumpist, 
like number two in the Republi-
can leadership, Steve Scalise of 
Louisiana, who has repeated (!) 
Trump’s lie, “They (Democrats) 
use that (FEMA) money helping 
illegals here that they brought into 
America” (The Guardian). 

The word fealty is defined 
historically as, “A feudal tenant’s 
or vassal’s sworn loyalty to a 
lord.” “A vassal is one under the 
protection of a feudal lord, one in 
a subservient position” (wikipe-
dia). Are the Republicans in truth 
vassals who fear disempowerment 
should they cross their presumed 
lord? 

Shawn Fain, president of the 
United Auto Workers, described 
Trump as, “the liar-in-chief,” after 
Trump’s recent appearance before 
the Detroit Economic Club, add-
ing “Everything he (Trump) does 
is a con” (WA State Standard). 

Are the millions of supporters 
of Mr. Trump simply deaf to his 
lies, so used to them as they are, 
or are they too vassals to their 
lord? In the late 1950s 75% of 
Americans had trust in the U.S. 
government to do the right thing. 
Currently, 35% of Democrats 
hold that trust while only 11% of 
Republicans do (Pew Research 
Center). 

“Mr. Trump, the Republican 
Party and American conservatives 
have cultivated and employed 
public distrust in government for 
decades” (NLM). Mr. Trump, 
from early false claims of Obama 
not being born in America, repeat-
ed claims that climate change is a 

hoax to current lies about corrup-
tion and manipulations regarding 
the weather in the Southeast, 
all seem to be acceptable to his 
legions of followers. 

Mr. Trump’s broken promises 
to the nation he so wants again to 
lead, are so many: repealing the 
Affordable Care Act “with some-
thing beautiful,” saying he was 
the voice of American workers 
while his administration stripped 
workers of their rights, repealed 
overtime protection and rolled 
back safety rules (The American 
Prospect). 

We are citizens, not vassals, to 
protect Democracy. Vote, not with 
fealty, but with wisdom.

Christine Wardenburg-Skinner
Edison

Vote St. Clair for 
salmon and orcas

Southern Resident Orcas are 
intelligent, social, biologically 
important as apex predators – 
and critically endangered. Only 
some 75 remain and recent 
research published in the journal 
Nature highlighted that human-
produced noise is a key to the 
decline of the orcas – the noise 
from boats interferes with their 
ability to hunt, reproduce and 
survive. The same research 
foresees extinction for the 
Southern Resident Orcas. 

I’m thrilled that Janet St. Clair, 
running to be our state senator, 
says “I’m a fierce protector 
of salmon and our iconic orca 
population … .” The Southern 
Resident Orcas primarily eat 
salmon, hence the importance of 
the connection. 

Incumbent Sen. Ron Muzzall, 
on the other hand, voted against 
ESSB 5371 in 2023. That bill, 
which became law, increased 
orca protections by requiring 
boats to stay 1000 yards away 
from orcas. 

The bill made other changes 
and improvements to prior reg-
ulations and carved out reason-
able exceptions. The bill, after 
amendments in both the Senate 
and House and a partial veto by 
Gov. Inslee for practical reasons, 
was widely seen as a step in 
the right direction. It passed the 
House 95-2, meaning an over-
whelming majority of House 
Republicans joined with Demo-
crats. But in the concurrence vote 
in the Senate, after the House 
amended the bill, Sen. Muzzall 
voted against the bill. 

The Senator’s websites and 
news reports, don’t cite specific 
objections to the provisions of 
the bill. Did he oppose the bill 

simply because of ideological 
views about government regula-
tion? Even when the regulations 
are widely supported (including 
in the whale-watching industry), 
are based on scientific evidence 
and are for the benefit of vulner-
able, widely loved creatures that 
can’t speak for themselves? 

I’ll be voting for Janet St. Clair 
in November! 

Warren Weissman
Camano Island

Israel’s history is 
no pretty picture

We have many things on our 
minds at this time, the fate of 
our newspaper and La Conner’s 
south end industrial area, the 
critically important elections lo-
cally and nationally, the Russian 
incursion in Ukraine, the climate 
crisis, hurricanes and more. 

But I would like to draw your 
attention to the war in the Middle 
East where Israel is reacting to 
the Hamas attack last October 
that killed 1,200 and took 240 
hostages. Israel has so far killed, 
at a minimum, 42,000-plus 
Palestinians in Gaza, more on the 
West Bank and now is proceed-
ing into Lebanon. The Biden 
administration is continuing to 
unconditionally back Israel with 
munitions. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
seems bent on continued escala-
tion, perhaps meant more to keep 
him in power than to protect 
Israel, which could draw us into 
a war with Iran and its allies. 
Shades of Iraq, where 844 Amer-
ican soldiers died; Afghanistan, 
2,400 lost and Vietnam where 
more than 58,000 fell, wars 
which gained nothing yet cost us 
much in money and lives. And 
these are just the killed, not the 
wounded nor the damaged.

I suggest that you investigate 
the history of Israel and its rela-
tionship with Palestine, from the 
Balfour Declaration, 1917, the 
United Nations partition plan in 
1947 and, in 1948, the resulting 
Nakba, the killing of 15,000 and 
removal of 750,000 Palestinians 
from their homes. 

Check out the very thorough 
Aljazeera site (“What is the 
Israel-Palestine conflict all about: 
a simple guide”) if you can deal 
with the Arabian view, BBC or 
Wikipedia for a more western ap-
proach. It is not a pretty picture. 
And we are complicit. 

We must urge our represen-
tatives of both parties to work 
toward ending the horror now.

Jai Boreen
La Conner

By Greg Whiting

Today’s small-scale renewable 
energy generation and storage 
systems don’t have to be placed 
exclusively at big, centralized 
locations. It’s easier than ever to 
distribute electric generation and 
energy storage systems near plac-
es where energy is actually used.

Distributed energy resources 
(DERs) have advantages over leg-
acy systems based on huge power 
generation plants. Installing small 
generation systems at multiple 
points, instead of big systems at 
a few locations, can improve reli-
ability and community resilience. 
Multiple small generation systems 
improve the probability that 
there will be working generation 
systems on the intact side of a 
transmission grid that has been 

disabled at a particular point, 
like a car accident affecting key 
power poles. Generation located 
in La Conner would lower the 
risk of blackouts if an accident or 
planned maintenance takes out ei-
ther of the local PSE substations.

Although long-distance electric 
transmission losses are 3-7% 
of total power generated, these 
losses become significant given 
the huge amounts of generation 
on the grid. Large-scale DER 
installation can reduce them, by 
reducing the distance between 
generation and consumption.

Very localized peak power 
demand, or demand in locations 
like La Conner that are remote 
from central generation, can 
require disproportionate capital 
investment for a typical large 
grid. DERs, by providing local 
generation and storage, can sig-
nificantly reduce the investment 
required in transmission lines and 
substations. This helps keep pric-
es down for all utility customers.

Most people who pay attention 
to energy technology are already 
aware of the possibility of putting 
solar panels on structurally sound, 
ideally south-facing rooftops with 
little to no shadows from trees or 
tall buildings. However, there are 
a lot of other locations at which 
DER feasibility is improving 
as DER technology costs come 
down. Here are three that have 

good potential in Skagit County.
Small solar: If a rooftop isn’t 

big enough to install a solar 
system big enough to power the 
whole house, it may still be pos-
sible to install a solar system that 
will provide enough electricity to 
power, say, an electric car, or an 
electric water heater. The same 
federal and state tax incentives 
and net metering program appli-
cable to larger systems, equally 
apply to small systems.

Offshore wind: Today’s typical 
offshore wind turbines produce 
8-15 megawatts per unit. Energy 
generation varies based on wind 
conditions, but many wind tur-
bines produce power about 4,000 
hours a year, so a single 8 MW 
turbine, as a first estimate, would 
produce 32,000 megawatt-hours 
per year. Using state averages for 

household energy consumption, 
this suggests that as few as 20 
such turbines off the islands near 
Anacortes could provide enough 
energy for all residential use in 
Anacortes, the Swinomish Reser-
vation and La Conner.

Thermal storage: Suppose that 
40, rather than 20, wind turbines 
were installed. The excess energy 
could be diverted into thermal 
storage systems and used to 
replace natural gas or propane for 
heating. Several potentially ap-
plicable thermal storage systems 
are available. For instance, in 
Scotland, a small, well-insulated 
box of bricks can use electric re-
sistance heat to warm the bricks, 
and to then release the heat in 
apartments. Various hot water 
systems are also available, both 
for water and space heating.

Let’s discuss the advantages of distributed energy resources
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Douglas “Doug”  
James Avery

Douglas James Avery, 75, a 
lifelong resident of Skagit Valley, 
passed away with his loving 
family by his side on Monday, 
Sept. 30, 2024. 

He was born on Aug. 4, 1949, 
in Anacortes to Warren and 
Lucille (Whitney) Avery. Doug 
spent the summers working in 
agriculture and graduated from 
La Conner High School in 1967. 
After graduation he worked on 
tugboats, then at Nelson Lumber 
until he began his building ca-
reer, eventually retiring after 25 
years of owning Avery Builders. 

Doug played any and all sports, 
loved a good party, and found 
humor everywhere. His love of 
sports carried into adulthood 
where he coached or sponsored 
many youth sports teams. Doug 
served as a Fire Commissioner 
for Skagit County Fire District 13 
for 20 years; and as a volunteer 
firefighter, EMT, first responder 
and assistant fire chief for 31 
years. Doug was a proud graduate 
of the Homeland Security Bomb 
Prevention School. 

He loved being outdoors 
hunting, fishing, boating, bird 
watching, photography, astrono-
my, vacations, family gatherings 
and Sunday night dinners in his 
role as father and grandfather. 

Doug is survived by his sisters, 
Joan Church, Darlene St. John, 
and Vicki Hall; his wife of 45 
years, Carol (Webb) Avery; 
children Erin Long (Michael 
White); Adam (Annie) Avery, 
and Serena (Chris) Mills; 
grandchildren Jaime Long, 
Katerina (Dalton) Burk, and 
Alexandria Eyre-White; Claire 
and Bode Avery, and Abigail 
and Dillon Mills; and his great-
grandchildren Bonnie & Everette 
Burk; countless cousins, nieces, 
nephews, extended family and 
friends. Doug was preceded in 
death by his parents Warren and 
Lucille (Whitney) Avery, brother 
Warren “Butch” Avery, and his 
daughter Vanessa Avery. 

A celebration of life for Doug 
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 20, at Maple Hall in 
La Conner, hosted by La Conner 
Hook & Ladder. A private family 
graveside service will be held 
at Pleasant Ridge Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the La Conner 
Firefighters Association, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 98257. 

You may offer your condolenc-
es and share memories of Doug 
with his family online at www.
kernfuneralhome.com. 

Arrangements are under the 
care of Kern Funeral Home of 
Mount Vernon, special thanks to 
Connie and Jeremiah.

OBITUARY

visit our website at www.skagitcounty.net

October 31, 2024
SECOND HALF PROPERTY TAXES

Jackie Brunson
Skagit County Treasurer

700 S. Second St. Room 205
PO Box 518

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

2024
GENERAL ELECTION

October 7 – 11 State Voters’ Pamphlet mailed

October 16 Skagit County ballots mailed 
Return your voted ballot ASAP!

October 23 Notify Skagit County Elections if you have not 
received your ballot by this date

October 28 Last day for elections to receive online or 
mail-in voter registrations 
www.voteWA.gov

November 5 8:00pm deadline for in-person registration, 
voter updates and to receive a ballot

November 5 - Election Day
Skagit County Election Office

NEW LOCATION: 700 S. Second St., Room 139
(ground floor across breezeway from elevator lobby)

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1702 or

scelections@co.skagit.wa.us
AUDITOR

By Bill Reynolds

During the week they shifted 
historic South First Street one-
way southbound traffic flow, La 
Conner’s leaders put the brakes 
on any free-wheeling budget 
plans for 2025. 

Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas shared a tight financial 
forecast with Town Council 
members at their Oct. 8 meeting, 
confirming projections submit-
ted in writing by Mayor Marna 
Hanneman. 

“This is a tight budget year,” 
Thomas stressed. “Inflationary 
costs have risen dramatically. Ex-
penses are going up. I’ve told the 
staff this is a year that we have to 
cut and choose.” 

Hanneman presented a work-
ing budget plan that anticipates 
$8 million in revenues and $8.9 
million in expenditures, requiring 
tapping monies from general 
fund reserves. 

“Our sales taxes have slightly 
declined,” Hanneman explained, 
“and while hotel/motel taxes in 
2024 continued to increase, we 
are still in a time of uncertainty 
with expected continued de-
creases in our tax revenues and 
increases in costs and materials.” 

Hanneman stressed that 
“adaptability and flexibility” are 
the budget proposal’s guiding 
principles and its theme is ‘Plan, 
Prioritize, Perform.’ 

“As we move forward,” said 

Town remains cautious 
on 2025 budget outlook

Hanneman, “we must remain 
vigilant in managing inflation-
ary effects and navigating the 
changing economic landscape. 
While our (revenue) projections 
for fiscal year 2025 are optimis-
tic, we must continue to explore 
new revenue streams and operate 
more efficiently and effectively 
to pave the way to long-term 
fiscal stability.” 

Hanneman said the Town is 
committed to investments in up-
graded infrastructure, flood risk 
mitigation and essential public 
safety measures. 

She offered as an example 
the commitment to a $163,500 
expenditure to “begin the process 
of purchasing (a) new fire boat.” 

Thomas said he was hesitant to 
bring up new sources of revenue, 
but one option would be a utility 
tax. 

“Most cities do that,” said 
Thomas, noting again that “it’s 
difficult to talk about taxes.” 

Councilmember MaryLee 
Chamberlain lamented the im-
pacts inflation has had on munic-
ipal budgets around the country. 

“The cost of everything has 
gone up,” she said, “and it’s 
everywhere.” 

“Everybody is feeling it,” 
Hanneman said. “The town is 
feeling it. People are feeling it. 
It’s just costing more to live. 
(Public Works Director) Brian 
(Lease) goes out to bid and the 
costs are double and triple what 
was anticipated. I know every 
town and community is having 

the same problems.”
The mood wasn’t entirely 

bleak, however. Chamberlain 
quipped that the fire department 
could maximize its assets on 
behalf of the town. 

“Maybe the fire department 
should have a (fundraising) cal-
endar,” Chamberlain suggested. 

“That’s been talked about,” 
councilmember and La Conner 
firefighter Ivan Carlson chuckled. 

“Too many times!” said Fire 
Chief Aaron Reinstra. 

The budget process will con-
tinue through the fall with final 
approval in December. 

In her written report, 
Hanneman was mindful that 
budgeting is always suscepti-
ble to change given economic 
volatility. 

“What this means,” she said, 
“is that we are making choices in 
an uncertain economic environ-
ment and we must be strategic.” 

Hanneman also shared that 82 
surveys have been completed 
providing public input for the on-
going south end land use study. 

The council welcomed an offer 
by Skagit County Assessor and 
former Shelter Bay resident Dan-
ny Hagen to attend a meeting. 

Councilmember Rick Dole 
reported that Doug Asbe is 
the new chair of La Conner’s 
Emergency Management 
Commission. He noted again 
there are two vacancies.

Jerry George, who just finished 
a stint as chair, lamented, “We 
need two people desperately.” 

The state’s Public Disclo-
sure Commission issued a fine 
of $20,000 Oct. 9, half of it 
suspended on certain conditions, 
finding political action commit-
tee Let’s Go Washington violated 
state campaign finance laws.

The PDC found that LGW 
failed to report subcontractors 
used by signature-gathering firms 
and failed to produce campaign 
records when requested by PDC.

The decision and order 
includes: “LGW has an obli-
gation to inquire and confirm 
whether its contractors have used 
subcontractors. Failing to ask or 
failing to follow up on a contrac-
tor’s non-response or refusal to 
provide the information is insuf-
ficient. If this were the standard, 
any committee could simply 

ignore the issue and argue it has 
no knowledge of its contractor’s 
actions and nothing to report.”

The case was heard at a 
special meeting on Oct. 3. The 
Commission can issue fines of up 
to $10,000 for each violation. 

Let’s Go Washington is a 
political action committee that 
formed in 2022 to back several 
initiatives to the Legislature. 
Three of the initiatives were 
accepted by the Legislature and 
became law and three are now on 
the November election ballot.

The PDC opened a case 
against LGW in July 2023, after 
receiving a complaint. Staff add-
ed a second and third complaint.

In September, the PDC filed 
administrative charges against 
Let’s Go Washington. PDC staff 

State fines PAC $20K for campaign violations
alleged that Let’s Go Washington 
failed to report, as required by 
law, when its signature gathering 
vendors used subcontractors. 
Staff also alleged that Let’s Go 
Washington did not keep com-
plete campaign records on these 
activities and did not turn over its 
campaign books upon request, as 
required, until the PDC issued a 
subpoena for the records.

Source: PDC
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www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

HEATED PATIO SEATING
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.
2024 Best of Skagit:  

Chowder, Fish & Chips and Outdoor Dining.

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 
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•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

Open Daily to Everyone     •    Downtown Mount Vernon    •    skagitfoodcoop.com

GOOD FOOD.  
GOOD PEOPLE.  

SINCE 1973.

Happy Co-op Month!  
Your local co-op is Skagit’s best 

place for organic groceries, fresh 
produce & everyday essentials.

We’d like to welcome you to come and try our new menu of 
breakfast and lunch sandwiches, soups, salads, pizzas (we do 

take and bake!), espresso, beer & wine, and delicious desserts. 
360-333-4696

online ordering available: thewayfindercafe.com
110 N. 1st. Street, La Conner, WA

Mention this ad for a 
FREE drip coffee 
with your order

OPEN:
Thurs. – 
Mon.

HOURS:
9am – 
3pm

By Bill Reynolds

The improving La Conner 
Braves football team shocked 
the Shockers at Whittaker Field 
Saturday afternoon.

The Braves (2-3) held 
Waterville-Mansfield scoreless in 
the second half and capitalized on 
key Shocker turnovers to post a 
22-14 comeback triumph in non-
league eight-man grid action.

Senior quarterback C.J. 
Edwards ran for two touchdowns 
after the break and freshman 
running back Yandel Rosales-
Rojas dashed 25 yards to pay dirt 
late in the first period to fuel the 
La Conner attack.

It was the home team’s defense 
that sealed the verdict.

Freshman defensive back 
Charlie Jackson recovered a 
fumble in the Braves’ end zone 
that thwarted a long W-M march 
on the visitors’ first possession. 
Junior defensive lineman Chas 
James stripped the ball from 
Shocker signal caller Ty Nelson 
near midfield in the third quarter 
and rambled to within two yards 
of the goal line, setting up the 
second of Edwards’ rushing TDs.

Jackson and Edwards also 
intercepted Shocker passes in the 
second half.

Braves head coach Charlie 
Edwards praised the work of La 
Conner’s stop unit and its defen-
sive coordinator.

“The defense under coach 

Eddie Almaraz really played hard 
and was in control,” Edwards said.

La Conner defeated a Shocker 
club that was coming off respec-
tive 68-7 and 48-6 victories over 
Pateros and Bridgeport.

Located northeast of 
Wenatchee, W-M teams are 
named the Shockers in honor 
of Eastern Washington’s wheat 
harvest (called “shocking”).

The Braves, rebounding from 
a wild 56-50 shootout loss at 
Crescent one week earlier, pro-
vided their own shock value on a 
picture-perfect sunny day.

Following Jackson’s fumble 
recovery, La Conner mounted an 
80-yard scoring march highlighted 
by several long gains from 
Edwards and capped by Rosales-
Rojas’ touchdown run at the 3:52 
mark of the opening stanza.

W-M responded less than a 
minute later with a 69-yard TD 
strike from Nelson to wideout 
Junior Mendoza, tying the score 
at 6-6.

The Shockers took a 14-6 lead 
midway through the second quar-
ter on a Max Murison three-yard 
touchdown plunge and a Nelson 
to Mendoza two-point conversion 
pass.

La Conner knotted the score 14-
14 with 7:34 to play in the third 
period with an elusive 37-yard 
Edwards run on a fourth down 
scramble and his subsequent con-
version completion to Rojas.

On W-M’s next series, the 
Shockers had driven to just short 
of the 50-yard line when James 
changed the flow of the game. As 
Nelson fought for extra yardage 
on a run off right tackle, James, a 
5-6, 245-pound two-way starter, 
grabbed the ball from the Shocker 
QB’s grasp and ran it to the W-M 
2-yard line.

Edwards followed with a 
short blast that proved to be the 
game-winner. He then provided 
the 22-14 final margin with a two-
point conversion run.

Edwards stymied a last-gasp 
W-M attempt to tie the score with 
an interception on the contest’s 
next-to-last play.

“C.J. did what he does,” said 
coach Edwards. “Jaydin Clark 
played with heart as always. 
Charlie Jackson really stepped 
up defensively. Keaton (Bailey) 
played great. So did Yandel, Evan 
Magill, Duron Clark, everybody. 
Our young boys have learned on 
the fly and stepped up big, and our 
seniors lead like they’re supposed 
to.”

La Conner resumes play at 7 
p.m. Friday at Tulalip Heritage 
High School. Tulalip is 6-0 
following a 58-50 win over 
Darrington last week.

Braves force turnovers to 
beat Waterville-Mansfield

POWERFUL PIVOT — La Conner’s Chas James (74) wheels out of the 
pack for the end zone after stripping the ball from Shockers quarterback 
Ty Nelson. It was a pivotal play, leading to the game-winning touchdown 
in La Conner’s 22-14 victory. � — Photo by Karla Reynolds

By Bill Reynolds

Quality overshadowed quantity 
when the La Conner High School 
volleyball team hosted its annual 
Dig Pink/Senior Night match last 
week. 

Defensive specialist Addison 
Wigal, the team’s lone senior, 
was celebrated as part of Oct. 8 
festivities at Landy James Gym. 

For her part, Wigal delivered 
four digs and a service ace to 
help a young Braves lineup 
post a 3-1 triumph over Mount 
Vernon Christian. The score: 25-
16, 25-13, 24-26, 25-13. 

Nora McCormick recorded 
a team-best 10 kills for the 
victors. Reese Bird (9), Maeve 
McCormick (6), Abi Poulton (4), 
Aaliyah Gonzalez (2), Addison 
Keller (1) and Mia Delage (1) 
also delivered kills. 

La Conner controlled the tem-
po of the match with solid serv-
ing. In addition to Wigal, Keller 
(7), Bird (4), Maeve McCormick 
(4) and Gonzalez (3) finished 

with aces. 
Bird and Nora McCormick 

had 13 assists each to ignite 
the attack. Defensively, Keller 
(18) and Maeve McCormick 
combined for 28 digs. 

The story was much the same 
at Darrington, another 3-1 win 
(25-21, 22-25, 25-8, 25-16) in a 
key road test last Thursday. 

Nora McCormick again led in 
kills with 11. Keller had six aces, 
Poulton notched three blocks, 
Bird dished off 11 assists and 
Keller (16), Nora McCormick 
(11) and Maeve McCormick (11) 
landed in double-digit digs. 

That two-match winning 
streak was halted on Saturday, 
when visiting Neah Bay handed 
the Braves a 3-1 (28-26, 21-25, 
25-19, 25-15) setback despite 10 
kills from Nora McCormick, nine 
by Bird, seven by Maeve McCor-
mick and four from Poulton. 

La Conner entertained 1A 
Sultan Tuesday night. The team 
plays NW2B/1B rival Coupeville 
Oct. 17 in a much-anticipated 

pairing. La Conner welcomes 
league foe Friday Harbor at 4:30 
p.m. Oct. 22. 

Boys and girls soccer
On the soccer pitch, the La 

Conner boys’ team – which had 
endured several hard-fought, 
low-scoring losses – broke into 
the win column with a pair of 
impressive shutouts. 

Coach Galen McKnight’s 
charges blanked Cedar Park 
Christian 2-0 in an Oct. 8 Senior 
Night match at Whittaker Field. 
The Braves followed up with 
a 3-0 home win over Grace 
Academy on Oct. 10. 

The team (2-5-1) is at Mount 
Vernon Christian today at 4 p.m. 

The girls’ team (3-4-2) visits 
Providence Classical Christian 
this afternoon at 3:30 p.m., 
having forged a 2-2 Senior Night 
draw with Sultan before drop-
ping a 3-2 decision to Mount 
Vernon Christian on Oct. 10 and 
a 5-1 non-conference loss at 
South Whidbey on Oct. 12.

Volleyball improves record to 9-6

BREW WAS SAMPLED CLOSE TO THIS SLOUGH — Visitors young and not so young flocked to Maple Hall 
Saturday for the La Conner Chamber of Commerce’s first Brew on the Slough since 2019. There were 12 
breweries pouring, a room full of people tasting, and the CC Adams Band performing. Plus a silent auction to 
raise money for the Chamber. � — Photo by Ken Stern
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW
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•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

A&E BRIEFLY
Skagit Community Band 
presents: “A Musical 
Passport.” Director Vince 
Fejeran opens the 2024-2025 
season with selections from 
composers around the world, 
including Jan Van der Roost, 
Samuel Hazo, Gustav Holst, Ary 
Barroso and many more. Skagit 
Community Band’s two concerts 
are at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
18, at Maple Hall in La Conner, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 20, 
at Brodniak Hall in Anacortes. 
Free Admission, donation 
gladly accepted. More info: 
Skagitcommunityband.org.

Beer & Bingo: Skagit Habitat 
for Humanity Joins Garden 
Path Fermentation. Join Skagit 
Habitat for Humanity at Garden 
Path Fermentation, 11653 
Higgins Airport Way, Burlington, 
from 6-8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 18, for 
a fun night of bingo, beer and 
community. This 21+ event will 
put the FUN in FUNdraiser. It’s 
open to the public, no tickets 
or RSVP. Show up and give 
any donation to Skagit Habitat 
for Humanity for a bingo card.
They’re facing off against 
Whatcom Habitat for Humanity 
to see who can raise the most 
for affordable housing. Help 
Skagit Habitat defeat Whatcom 
Habitat and raise funds for Skagit 
Habitat’s upcoming projects in La 
Conner and Anacortes.

Anacortes Early Music 
presents the Byrd Ensemble, 
a Seattle-based professional 
ensemble directed by Markdavin 
Obenza. Their Anacortes 
performance will explore music 
from Tudor England. Tickets: 
adults $30 (cash or check); 
students 18 and under free. 
Croatian Cultural Center, 801 
Fifth St., Anacortes.

Skagit Symphony presents 
“Timeless Elements” for the 
2024-2025 season. The first con-
cert, “Earth,” begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 19, at McIntyre 
Hall in Mount Vernon. Towering 
mountainscapes, flowing brooks, 
rolling hillsides and alpenhorn 
calls take shape in the first 
symphony of Johannes Brahms. 
French-Canadian phenom 
Noémie Raymond-Friset plays 
Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto 
No. 1. More info: www.skagit-
symphony.com, 360-848-9336 
or info@skagitsymphony.com. 
Tickets: www.mcintyrehall.org or 
call 360-416-7727

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

Stop by our showroom today! 
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30  ●  360-424-8455
www.NWFF.com

919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

 

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 
We have Scone 

Lady scones! 
 

Enjoy one with 
a coffee or 

cocoa! 

Like the art in our ads?  Stop by Skagit 
Cellars (next door to Raven’s Cup) any 

time during October for a glass of 
wine and an art show, featuring art by 

Greg Whiting of Raven’s Cup! 
106 S. 1st St  

Delicious coffee, original northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County 
products! 

    
 

By Sonja Nelson
WSU Extension Master Gardener

Though best suited for a Med-
iterranean climate, figs can be 
successfully grown in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Gardeners are always looking 
for a captivating new plant to 
add to their gardens. One such 
beckoning horticultural challenge 
is the edible fig tree. 

Although edible figs are wide-
ly grown in the Mediterranean 
basin, our climate is too cool for 
many varieties. However, figs are 
part of NW Fruit’s experimental 
planting program and can be 
found at the NW Fruit Garden on 
SR 536, west of Mount Vernon, 
next to the Master Gardener’s 
Discovery Garden. 

The fig cultivar “Desert King” 
grows to about 10 feet tall. The 
white bark on this multi-trunked, 
deciduous shrub is a pleasing 
contrast to its large, three-lobed, 
dark green leaves. The dark 
green pear-shaped fruit changes 
to greenish white when ripe. 

The fig fruit humans consume 
is produced by Ficus carica, one 
of over 800 fig species in the 
genus. The type most amenable 
to growing in our area is the 
“common fig.” 

Most varieties of figs produce 
two crops a year. The first crop, 
called “Breba,” bears fruit on 
last year’s wood, and the second, 
called “Main,” bears fruit on the 
current year’s wood. The Puget 
Sound region is usually too cool 
to ripen two crops. 

NW Fruit’s search for fig tree 
varieties that grow well in the 
Northwest extends worldwide. 
NW Fruit volunteer Sam 
Benowitz traveled to northwest 
France to get cuttings of varieties 
to test at NW Fruit. New 
varieties include “Little Ruby,” 
“Olympian,” “Brown Turkey,” 

“Nordland,” “Grantham”s 
Royal” and “Lattarula.” 

Grow figs in the ground
Edible figs thrive in rich soil 

and a warm microclimate. Plants 
may need cover in the winter 
(below 10 degrees) and walls to 
capture heat in the summer. Reg-
ular watering of the fig trees is 
necessary, especially as they start. 

The soil for figs should be 
slightly acidic (6.0-6.5). Allow 
spread for fibrous, shallow root 
systems. Do not fertilize at 
planting time, but mulch with 
compost. Train a young fig tree 
by spacing branches and forcing 
them to one main trunk. Annual 
pruning, done in the dormant 
season, is usually limited to 
cutting back the previous year’s 
growth. 

Grow figs in containers 

In the Northwest, fig trees can 
be grown in containers. Place the 
pot, preferably in full sun, and 
add a few inches of well-draining 
potting mix. Then, backfill the 
remainder of the pot with potting 
mix. The fig’s root ball should be 
level with the soil line, leaving 
two feet of space between the 
soil and the rim of the pot. Add 
a thin layer of organic mulch 
around the base of the water line. 
Water when the top two feet of 
soil feels dry. Fertilize in the 
spring and fall with a balanced, 
organic fertilizer. 

Full article on growing figs: 
skagitmg.org/growing-figs/ 

Sonja Nelson is a Skagit 
County WSU Extension Master 
Gardener Class of 2009. 

Questions about home gar-
dening or becoming a master 
gardener? Write: Skagit County 
WSU Extension Office, 11768 
Westar Lane, Suite A, Burlington, 
WA 98233; call: 360-428-4270; 
online: skagit.wsu.edu/mg

Fig trees here are a horticultural challenge

By Anne Basye

If ranked-choice voting be-
comes a reality in Washington 
state, you can thank former La 
Conner resident Kit Muehlman. 

Muehlman, who raised 
children, made pottery and 
taught yoga in greater La Conner 
for 42 years before moving to 
Bellingham in 2016, is spreading 
the word about this system of 
voting, now used by 60 U.S. 
cities and the states of Maine and 
Alaska. Ireland and Australia have 
been using ranked-choice voting 
for over a century. A proposal to 
use ranked-choice voting is on the 
ballot in Oregon this fall. 

Under this system, when a race 
has more than two candidates, 
voters are able to rank candidates 
rather than choose one political 
party over another. “You choose 
your first choice, then your sec-
ond choice and so on,” explains 
Muehlman. “If your first choice 
candidate comes in last, that 
candidate is eliminated and your 
vote goes to your next choice. The 
lowest candidates are eliminated 
until one candidate gets more than 
half the vote.” 

She believes electing candi-
dates acceptable to a majority of 

voters can help reduce polariza-
tion and increase good govern-
ment because people will feel 
more heard and act out less. “It 
could really shift things in a more 
functional, productive direction.” 

Through Fair Vote Washington, 
Muehlman uses talents developed 
while an art educator at the Mu-
seum of Northwest Art to educate 
voters about the system and its 
advantages. 

She is one of the reasons the 
Lincoln Theatre is showing 
“Majority Rules” on Oct. 27 at 7 
p.m. This political documentary 
explores the 2022 special election 
held in Alaska when Representa-
tive Don Young died unexpected-
ly after 49 years in office. 

While Alaskan voters had 
adopted ranked-choice voting, 
Young’s death meant they needed 
to test the new system months 
earlier than expected. 

“As dozens of candidates 
– including former Governor 
Sarah Palin – jump into the race 
for the highly coveted seat,” the 
film’s website states, “everyone 
must learn how these new voting 
reforms will change the rules of 
campaigning and winning. The 
surprising outcome in that special 
election leads to a groundswell of 

support for election reform in oth-
er states and fierce pushback from 
political parties and partisans, just 
as the Alaska general election gets 
underway.” 

“It’s a really entertaining movie 
that is helping to bring more 
understanding of ranked-choice 
voice to a big audience,” says 
Muehlman. Fair Vote Washington 
Executive Director Lisa Ayrault 
will lead a Q&A after the film. 

Muehlman says that state 
legislators in Maine and Alaska 
are reporting much more 
bipartisan cooperation. “They 
are getting things done,” she 
says, even though a measure to 
repeal ranked-choice voting is on 
Alaska’s ballot this fall. “People 
who are used to winning elections 
with less than a majority would 
like it back to the old way.” 

The tense, conflict-ridden 
political scene used to make 
Muehlman toss and turn all night. 
Now she sleeps right through. 

The difference is her commit-
ment to this cause. 

“I wanted to take some action 
and it needed to line up with my 
values. I like peace and harmony 
and I also like logic, pragmatism 
and good math. Mathematically 

our current election method has 
some big problems,” she says. “It 
was great and modern 200 years 
ago but now it’s not.” 

Knowing that ranked-choice 
voting works for all voters, not 
just one party or candidate, is also 
reassuring. “I don’t feel like I 
am campaigning against anyone. 
That’s important to me,” she 
explains.

Hope is hard to see, but she 
encourages others to look for it. 

“There’s a lot of work to do 
in this world and I really think 
things can be better. Do whatev-
er makes sense to you to make 
things better. It doesn’t have to be 
showy or make headlines.” 

‘Majority Rules’ film studies ranked-choice voting

Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment 
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com      

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.

Timothy Egan, from Seattle, 
and Rena Priest, of Lummi 
Nation, are among the winners of 
the 2024 Washington State Book 
Awards. 

Egan’s “A Fever in the Heart-
land: The Ku Klux Klan’s Plot 
to Take Over America, and the 
Woman Who Stopped Them” 
won in general nonfiction/biog-
raphy. Priest won in poetry for 
editing “I Sing the Salmon Home: 
Poems from Washington State.”

Matika Wilbur of Swinomish 
and Tulalip was a general non-
fiction/biography finalist for her 
“Project 562: Changing the Way 
We See Native America.”

Other winners in the seven 
categories are Jane Wong, “Meet 
Me Tonight in Atlantic City,” 
creative nonfiction/memoir; So-
nora Jha, “The Laughter,” fiction; 

Wash. State Book Award winners

The La Conner Swinomish 
Library has extended hours. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays. 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. 

Ben Clanton and Andy Chou 
Musser, “Ploof,” picture books; 
Jessixa Bagley, with illustrations 
by Aaron Bagley, “Duel,” books 
for young readers; and Margaret 
Owen, “Painted Devils,” young 
adult literature.

The Washington State Book 
Awards are presented by the 
Washington Center for the Book 
(an affiliate of the Library of 
Congress Center for the Book 
administered by Washington State 
Library, a division of the Office of 
the Secretary of State). 

Sara Peté, director of the 
Washington Center for the Book, 
administered the awards, which 
honor outstanding books pub-
lished by Washington authors in 
2023. 

Source: Washington Center for 
the Book



Why are you seeking office?
If one’s dishonest or outed 

during an election, why would 
anyone trust or listen to anything 
they say or plan to do? I believe 
LD-10 Position 1 deserves an 
individual who is honest and 
trustworthy to represent them. 
I believe as a We The People 
candidate, I wish to represent the 
citizens of LD-10, Washington 
state and America to the best of 
my abilities of bring common 
sense honesty with integrity to 
represent the community, state 
and country I love!

How will you increase fund-
ing for public school special 
education and mental health 
programs?

I believe all departments and 
agencies must have a complete 
audit locating where and how 
funds are being spent. Then ad-
justments made to go to the most 
critical areas, depts and agen-
cies. Schools must look at what 
resources may need potential 
changes, adjustments and move 
forward supporting programs 
which may mean cuts in some 
programs and adjustments in 
others.

Where will significant funding 
for building “missing middle” 
housing come from?

I have no idea until we know 
where and how all funds are 
currently and actually being used 
and spent!

If I-2109 passes, repealing the 
tax on long-term capital gains, 
how will the legislature replace 
that state funding?

Again, we must look at all 
state funded programs to see 
where things can be streamlined, 
changed if necessary and do 
what is best for all citizens. It 
needs to be voted on by the 
Washington citizens not decided 
by Washington legislators.

If I-2117 passes, repealing the 
Washington Climate Commit-
ment Act, what legislative acts 
are needed to replace it?

I’d like to see the evidence 
how critical this and other 
climate related issue truly are 
in Washington state. And please 
circle back to my previous 
answer on I-2109.

What legislative initiatives will 
reduce usage of gasoline engine 
vehicles?

I do not see a need to reduce 
usage of gasoline engine vehi-
cles. We have some of the clean-
est standards in the world and 
do not think more restrictions on 
“gasoline engine vehicles” serves 
any purpose except for those 
who want EV as the replacement. 
If there are to be initiatives to 
restrict gasoline engine vehicles, 
I would not be in favor of that 
process, or to phase out gasoline 
engine vehicles. 
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Carrie Kennedy (R) Rylee Fleury (I)Dave Paul (D) Peter Browning (no party)Gary Wray (R) Richard Brocksmith (D) Ron Muzzall (R) Janet St. Clair (D)
Why are you seeking office?
To provide innovative solu-

tions and restore common sense 
governance while upholding the 
rule of law. My main three points 
are to 1. lower taxes. 2. promote 
affordable housing. 3. protect 
farmers and their farms.

I believe it is my duty as a resi-
dent of Skagit County to serve 
this county’s people and answer 
the call to help them with their 
issues while providing them with 
better opportunities to thrive. 
Because frankly, government 
was designed to help people 
with their problems; not be their 
problem.

What will be the solution to 
zoning for agritourism?

My goal is to protect farmland 
and farmers. I will adhere to the 
state and national Right to Farm 
Acts and allow farmers to farm 
their land as they see fit. We must 
protect these people who are the 
backbone of America and make 
sure they have what they need 
to survive and thrive. Because 
we all need farmers if we want 
to eat. I believe in balancing 
agricultural preservation with 
economic opportunities. We need 
to carefully review our zoning 
policies to ensure they support 
both traditional farming and 
responsible agritourism, always 
keeping our farmers’ interests at 
the forefront and realizing the 
state and national Right to Farm 
Act supersedes any county code 
or rule.

How will you work with the 
county’s cities to increase their 
municipal housing density?

I plan to collaborate closely 
with city officials to identify and 
remove unnecessary barriers 
to housing development. This 
includes streamlining permitting 
processes and reassessing certain 
building codes to encourage re-
sponsible, cost-effective housing 
solutions.

How will you increase climate 
resiliency with county initiatives?

My approach to climate 
resiliency focuses on sustainable 
practices that also support our 
local economy. This includes ex-
ploring diverse energy solutions, 
promoting water conservation 
and implementing smart land use 
policies that protect our natural 
resources. We are short on en-
ergy, but there are other options 
that are more efficient and safer 
than battery farms. I intend to 
work towards those clean energy 
solutions and protect Skagit 
County’s natural beauty in the 
process.

What will your advocacy be 
for a countywide library system 
with your fellow commissioners? 

While a countywide library 
system hasn’t been a primary 
concern raised by voters, I’m 
open to exploring this option if 
there’s significant public inter-
est. Any decision would involve 
careful consideration of costs, 
benefits and community needs.

Why are you seeking office?
This is a moderate district that 

expects its legislative leaders 
to bring people together to find 
practical and bipartisan solutions 
that best serve our community. 
As we see our nation become 
increasingly polarized, I’m proud 
to continue to work across the 
aisle to serve our community and 
state. I am committed to building 
bridges that help connect diverse 
people, groups and communities 
within our District and finding 
points of bipartisan consensus.

It’s especially important to 
collaborate closely with local and 
county leaders to better address 
three major issues for our com-
munity: mental health, substance 
use disorder treatment and home-
lessness. Much of my work in-
volves bringing law enforcement 
and public safety officials, local 
leaders and judges together to 
discuss ways to better coordinate 
services across agencies to help 
members of our community. For 
the 2025 session, I’m working on 
policy changes to better address 
behavioral health treatment, the 
construction of more treatment 
facilities in our region and emer-
gency and supportive housing for 
those who are homeless.

Voters can trust that I will listen 
to their concerns and advocate on 
their behalf in the state legislature. 
Most of my legislative proposals 
are ideas from constituents, such 
as strengthening pathways for 
students to earn college credit 
in high school and expanding 
educational benefits for veterans. 
I’ve championed infrastructure 
investments, such as the Mount 
Vernon Library Commons, the 
La Conner Library, updates to the 
Wiley Slough Dike Project and 
Skagit County’s emergency com-
munication system. I understand 
the importance of K-12 public 
education and work closely with 
schools throughout our district to 
ensure our students are prepared 
for the jobs of tomorrow. I will 
continue to focus on providing 
high quality public schools that 
prepare and train students for 
family wage jobs. It is also critical 
to ensure that we have a robust 
community and technical college 
system that provides outstanding 
training and educational opportu-
nities without students having to 
rack up student debt. I hope I can 
earn your vote in November.

How will you increase fund-
ing for public school special 
education and mental health 
programs?

I will continue to fight to fully 
fund special education and in-
crease funding for mental health 
programs in our public schools.

Where will significant funding 
for building “missing middle” 
housing come from?

I will continue to advocate 
for the Housing Trust Fund and 
other areas of the Capital Budget 
to fund workforce housing.

If I-2109 passes, repealing the 
tax on long-term capital gains, 
how will the legislature replace 
that state funding?

There are no good options for 
replacing funding for schools and 
other vital programs if I-2109 
passes.

If I-2117 passes, repealing the 
Washington Climate Commit-
ment Act, what legislative acts 
are needed to replace it?

There are no good options 
for replacing funding for 
much-needed environmental pro-
grams and transportation projects 
if I-2117 passes.

What legislative initiatives will 
reduce usage of gasoline engine 
vehicles?

The legislature has made 
significant investments in elec-
tric vehicle infrastructure and 
programs for making EVs more 
affordable to working families.

Why are you seeking office?
Because I believe in local gov-

ernment and its importance. The 
Skagit is a special place with ex-
traordinary people. I want to leave 
this place better than I found it, 
because that’s what future gener-
ations are entitled to expect from 
today’s leadership.

What will be the solution to 
zoning for agritourism?

I am firmly committed to 
protecting and preserving the 
Skagit Valley’s farmland for future 
generations. I also understand that 
tourism can help provide farms 
with additional income.

The overarching goal is to make 
sure that “accessory” activi-
ties support and sustain Skagit 
agriculture, not undermine it. The 
Washington Supreme Court’s re-
cent agritourism decision in King 
County v. Friends of Sammamish 
Valley is highly protective of 
farmland, and we’ve directed the 
Planning Commission to revisit 
the agtourism ordinance in light of 
the Supreme Court’s decision.

A big part of the goal is to end 
up with clear, unmistakable and 
objective rules that are broadly 
agreed on. Community buy-in and 
acceptance from the farming com-
munity is very important when 
passing local zoning laws regulat-
ing the farming community.

How will you work with the 
county’s cities to increase their 
municipal housing density?

Our community has reached 
clear consensus that new growth 
and development should not be 
allowed on unincorporated Skagit 
County’s rural and natural re-
source lands, rejecting the concept 
of Fully Contained Communities. 
This inherently means that new 
growth and affordable housing 
will need to happen within the 
Skagit’s cities/urban growth 
areas. While cities have their own 
laws and leadership that we must 
respect, I have been a strong and 
consistent advocate for increased 
density in cities to accommodate 
affordable housing. In addition, 
Skagit County government plays 
a significant role in helping direct 
state and federal funding to hous-
ing initiatives. My record reflects 
that I have been very active and 
supportive of well-planned initia-
tives to help provide supportive 
and affordable housing.

How will you increase climate 
resiliency with county initiatives?

As we discuss climate resil-
iency, we must recognize that 
the Skagit is unique. Skagit 
farmland is temperate, maritime 
and well-watered, and is expect-
ed to remain highly productive 
despite climate-related impacts to 
food security already happening 
around the world. Protecting the 
Skagit farmland that remains is 
our community’s most important 
climate resilience goal.

Success requires that we con-
tinue our commitment to strict 
farmland zoning; continue to ac-
quire development rights through 
the Farmland Legacy Program; 
and help ensure an adequate unin-
terruptible water right for Skagit 
Agriculture as we face a warmer 
climate.

Sea level rise and its impact 
on the Skagit/Samish marine 
dike system is our community’s 
biggest long-range challenge. 
Skagit County and the dike/
drainage districts own billions of 
dollars in dike, road, bridge and 
drainage infrastructure for which 
we are responsible. I will continue 
to bring together Skagit tribes, 
dike/drainage districts and County 
government around an integrated, 
strategic and locally-grounded 
investment plan for the Skagit 
Delta to rationally and holistically 
address the intertwined challenges 
of sea level rise, habitat enhance-
ment, infrastructure-resilience and 
farmland preservation.

Editor’s note: Peter Brown-
ing’s answer to the county library 
system question appears online.

Why are you seeking office?
I am running for State House 

LD10 Position 2 because I feel 
that with one party control in 
Olympia, we are not getting good 
policies. As an example, HB 
1589 which my opponent voted 
for and coincidentally Democrat-
ic Lt. Gov. Denny Heck called 
“a hot mess” is one example. 
The Seattle Times just endorsed 
I-2066 stating “The legislature 
could have and should have done 
better”. I think the fact that there 
were seven initiatives, four of 
which are on this year’s ballot, 
is indicative that the legislature 
is failing to listen to the citizens 
of Washington. The initiative 
process is not a good way to 
legislate, but is the only alter-
native left for a lot of people to 
have their voices heard. We need 
much more bipartisan collabora-
tion in Olympia.

How will you increase funding 
for public school special 
education and mental health 
programs?

We must take better care of the 
most vulnerable in our com-
munity. The funds for special 
education should be a higher 
priority. We don’t have a revenue 
problem in Olympia, we have 
a spending problem. For men-
tal health treatment programs, 
shifting priority to treatment will 
reduce costs in policing and hos-
pitalization care. We are tackling 
this problem backwards.

Where will significant funding 
for building “missing middle” 
housing come from?

The best way to create more 
housing, not just workforce hous-
ing, but all housing is to reduce 
the cost of housing. How do we 
do this? Speed up the processes 
and reduce regulations. We are in 
crisis with availably of housing. 
Let builders build.

If I-2109 passes, repealing the 
tax on long-term capital gains, 
how will the legislature replace 
that state funding?

The capital gains (excise) 
tax is in my opinion an income 
tax. Its stated purpose by many 
that support it is to have a 
state income tax. The citizens 
of Washington have never 
supported a state income tax. I 
will never go against the wishes 
of the people.

If I-2117 passes, repealing the 
Washington Climate Commit-
ment Act, what legislative acts 
are needed to replace it?

Incentives and technology 
will continue to reduce our 
carbon footprint. In his book 
“Time To Think Small”, Todd 
Myers illustrates many ways 
carbon production can be 
reduced without heavy handed 
government regulations. The 
Carbon Commitment Act is 
really hurting the working poor.

What legislative initiatives will 
reduce usage of gasoline engine 
vehicles?

Technology is evolving and 
advancing. Innovation and 
commerce will do a much better 
job in weaning us off fossil fuels 
than government will ever be 
able to do. Legislation to support 
advancements is what is needed. 
Improvements in our electrical 
grid are needed before we can 
electrify everything. Solar and 
wind cannot meet that added 
demand. We need to look at and 
encourage other “no-to-low” 
carbon energy sources. Nuclear, 
fission for short term and then 
fusion when the technology 
exists, needs to be part of the 
conversation.

Why are you seeking office?
I’m running for office because 

I think most Skagitonians believe 
we can and must do a better job in 
tackling our biggest challenges to 
make our lives better and our chil-
dren’s futures brighter. We should 
be driven by science and listening 
to one another again. I enjoy 
helping other people solve their 
problems and succeed in their 
own efforts. I have the energy, 
time and humility to focus solely 
on working for you if honored 
with election. 

What will be the solution to 
zoning for agritourism?

Farmland should be for farm-
ing. The recent state Supreme 
Court ruling said that permanent 
development of non-agricultural 
uses will degrade farmland and 
salmon habitat and are inconsis-
tent with the Growth Manage-
ment Act and state Environmental 
Policy Act. Many farmers have 
uses and events that qualify 
under these new limits, such as 
farm sales, u-pick harvesting and 
events like the Tulip Festival. 
Our family farms should be able 
to invite the public to learn about 
and celebrate the vast array of 
agricultural endeavors in our Val-
ley! Our zoning should provide 
appropriate thresholds for uses, 
scale and intensity.

How will you work with the 
county’s cities to increase their 
municipal housing density?

I am the only candidate running 
for Skagit County Commission-
er who is a zoning and housing 
development expert and who has 
been elected to a city council 
(two-term at-large Mount Vernon 
councilmember). I’ve spent the 
last 10 years helping city dwellers 
and policy makers embrace their 
role in conserving Skagit’s farms, 
forests and fisheries by adding 
necessary density in urban areas 
in a way that preserves neigh-
borhood character. I will work to 
encourage and incentivize city 
policies that build up commercial 
cores via knowledge-sharing and 
partnerships, as I have done as a 
founding director of the Skagit 
Housing Consortium. I will also 
work with non-profit organiza-
tions to help build workforce and 
mixed-income housing as I have 
done as president of the board of 
directors and chair of the Hous-
ing Work Group of Community 
Action of Skagit County.

How will you increase climate 
resiliency with county initiatives?

There are many ways that 
Skagit County should be reducing 
greenhouse gases and adapting 
to the changes in climate that we 
have seen recently. As an aquatic 
scientist working to find solutions 
to preserving our natural and built 
environments for the last 25 years 
and having raised over $150 mil-
lion for that work, I’m uniquely 
qualified to help Skagitonians 
succeed in this endeavor. Our sea 
walls, levees and drainage sys-
tems need to be upgraded in antic-
ipation of sea level rise and larger 
floods. Our land use planning 
needs to conserve existing natural 
areas, like our forests, floodplains 
and wetlands, to reduce down-
stream flooding and keep people 
out of harm’s way. Water supply 
for people and agriculture is also 
a growing concern that we should 
address before the courts get 
involved.

What will your advocacy be 
for a countywide library system 
with your fellow commissioners?

I’m very interested in having 
that dialogue. I’d start with com-
munity engagement and then ask 
experts to provide options. We’ve 
already made great strides in 
rebuilding our community-based 
library facilities and in strengthen-
ing our shared services. We have 
moved towards a countywide 
library system and regionalizing 
this system could potentially im-
prove services without increasing 
costs.

Why are you seeking office?
My experience in business 

and governance has provided 
me with a broad understanding 
of important issues. I’ve lived 
and worked in this district my 
entire life, giving me an under-
standing of this district that few 
have. My moderate perspective 
and accountability-first attitude 
not only align with the values of 
this district but also enable me to 
work with legislators across the 
aisle to get things done.

How will you increase funding 
for public school special educa-
tion and mental health programs?

The only way to increase 
funding for these critical pro-
grams is to make cuts to other 
areas and better prioritize the 
state’s top issues. The state’s 
budget has doubled over the last 
ten years, with little to show for 
it. We cannot continue raising 
taxes only to spend the money 
irresponsibly. We need to assess 
our top priorities and make wise 
spending choices so that essential 
programs, such as special educa-
tion and mental health in public 
schools, receive the funding they 
deserve without making this state 
unaffordable for people to live in.

Where will significant funding 
for building “missing middle” 
housing come from?

The “missing middle” housing 
crisis is a supply-and-demand 
issue. No amount of funding 
alone will solve it. We must 
reduce frivolous regulations and 
cut through bureaucratic red tape 
to make it more affordable and 
efficient for developers to build. 
From the state to county and city 
levels, the permitting process 
is far too slow, discouraging 
contractors from building the 
homes we need. Additionally, we 
need to reevaluate zoning laws 
and consider the impacts of the 
Growth Management Act on this 
issue.

If I-2109 passes, repealing the 
tax on long-term capital gains, 
how will the legislature replace 
that state funding?

Revenue from the long-term 
capital gains tax has already been 
cut in half because people are 
moving out of state to avoid it. 
Initially, it raised $900 million, 
but now it’s down to $450 mil-
lion in just its second year. This 
tax is unstable and unpredictable 
and the state cannot rely on it to 
fund key programs.

Expanding who is subject to 
the tax would only burden more 
of our community, many of 
whom cannot afford it.

If I-2117 passes, repealing the 
Washington Climate Commit-
ment Act, what legislative acts 
are needed to replace it?

The Climate Commitment Act 
has placed an unfair burden on 
the middle and lower classes by 
significantly increasing prices 
for gas, groceries and utilities. 
Despite the financial strain, we 
haven’t seen data that shows the 
act has reduced carbon emissions 
or will at any point of time in 
the future. With no measurable 
benefits and a clear link to rising 
costs of living, the policy should 
be repealed. I will continue 
working on initiatives that truly 
make a positive environmental 
impact.

What legislative initiatives will 
reduce usage of gasoline engine 
vehicles?

We need to focus on energy 
diversification. There isn’t a sin-
gle renewable energy source that 
can meet our needs, but several 
smaller ones can help. We should 
invest in alternatives like hydro-
gen and other renewable sources 
to replace petroleum products 
and the government should 
encourage these developments 
to meet our growing demand for 
cleaner energy.

Why are you seeking office?
I have made my career in 

public service. First as a bilingual 
teacher, then as a social worker. 
I ran for Island County Com-
missioner to address healthcare 
challenges in our community. 
Now, I am running for state 
senate because I know that critical 
environmental and healthcare pol-
icy is happening at the state level. 
I want to continue my efforts on 
forest stewardship and conser-
vation. I will increase access to 
mental health and substance abuse 
treatment and protect our access 
to healthcare, especially women’s 
health care choices. 

How will you increase fund-
ing for public school special 
education and mental health 
programs?

I was a public school advocate 
during the McCleary years. We 
have seen a continued failure in 
school funding over recent years. 
I will advocate for inflationary 
adjustments to school funding. 
I will also work to address the 
unfair regionalization algorithm 
our state uses to allocate funding 
that favors urban schools and puts 
our rural schools at risk. 

On behavioral health, my high-
est priority is to hold insurance 
companies accountable for the 
mental health coverage they are 
obligated to provide. Island Coun-
ty led the fight for accountability 
of our managed care companies. I 
have also worked on the national 
level to fully implement the Men-
tal Health and Substance Abuse 
Parity Act of 2008, requiring par-
ity in coverage for primary care 
and behavioral health. I will con-
tinue to support creative efforts to 
fund these services while working 
to avoid additional burdens on the 
very people we hope to serve. 

Where will significant funding 
for “workforce” housing come 
from?

There are additional revenue 
options currently under consid-
eration in the legislature to fund 
affordable housing. HB 1406 
created a 1/10 of 1% sales tax to 
help build affordable housing. The 
Island County Commission used 
that legislation to begin building 
a capital fund to invest in housing 
for working families. We have 
already broken ground on mul-
tiple projects in our county that 
will provide affordable housing in 
perpetuity for our workforce. 

If I-2109 passes, repealing the 
tax on long-term capital gains, 
how will you replace that state 
funding?

I will be a no vote on I-2109. 
It is critical funding for our 
schools, early learning and 
childcare. This capital gains tax 
affects only the most wealthy in 
our state and 99.8% of taxpayers 
do not pay this tax. 

If I-2117 passes, repealing the 
Washington Climate Commit-
ment Act, what legislative acts 
are needed to replace it?

I will also be a no vote on 
I-2117. The Climate Commit-
ment Act creates measurable 
actions to reduce carbon emis-
sions, asking the worst polluters 
to pay. Without the CCA, we will 
dismantle the most significant 
climate legislation in our state, 
hurting all of us. It will pay for 
new ferries, agricultural grants, 
tribal fishing vessels, and home 
energy upgrades that will lower 
utility bills. The work will be 
piecemeal and laborious as we 
work to pass legislation over 
years to make the same gains. 

What legislative initiatives will 
reduce usage of gasoline engine 
vehicles?

There is a place for the usage of 
diesel in our communities in vehi-
cles and vessels. That said, reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions is a 
priority and continued incentives 
from the state for the purchase of 
hybrid or electric vehicles is one 
tool to continue that effort. 
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Ron Wesen (G.O.P.)
Why are you seeking office?
With soaring costs, our econ-

omy isn’t working for us. That’s 
why I fought to lower property 
taxes for more seniors, veterans 
and people with disabilities; and 
cap medication costs. I increased 
retirement benefits for teachers 
and public employees; and funded 
affordable housing across our 
district. I’m 100% pro-choice, 
an environmental advocate and 
champion for veterans and mili-
tary families. Over the past two 
years as your representative, I’m 
proud of the progress we’ve made 
together. It hasn’t always been 
easy – public service requires 
real sacrifice – but it’s been worth 
every moment to see the posi-
tive impact on our community. 
We’ve bridged divides, delivered 
meaningful results and shown 
that by working together, we can 
make real change. I’m ready to 
keep making those sacrifices and 
continue fighting for the people I 
serve.

How will you increase fund-
ing for public school special 
education and mental health 
programs?

I will work to increase funding 
for public school special educa-
tion and mental health programs 
by advocating for a more equi-
table state funding model that 
reflects the true costs of these 
services. We must prioritize these 
areas in the state budget, ensur-
ing they receive the necessary 
resources. I will also seek addi-
tional federal funds and explore 
public-private partnerships to 
expand mental health services in 
schools. By increasing staffing for 
counselors and support profes-
sionals, we can ensure every 
student has access to the help they 
need, creating a more inclusive 
and supportive educational envi-
ronment for all.

Where will significant funding 
for building “missing middle” 
housing come from?

Significant funding for work-
force housing will come from a 
combination of state and federal 
resources, as well as public-
private partnerships. We can 
redirect a portion of state revenue 
and leverage federal infrastruc-
ture dollars to support affordable 
housing projects. I also support 
offering tax incentives to develop-
ers who build workforce housing 
and reforming zoning laws to en-
courage higher-density develop-
ment near transit hubs. Addition-
ally, establishing a state housing 
trust fund dedicated to workforce 
housing can ensure long-term in-
vestment. These efforts will help 
address the growing demand for 
affordable housing while support-
ing our essential workforce.

If I-2109 passes, repealing the 
tax on long-term capital gains, 
how will the legislature replace 
that state funding?

If I-2109 passes, we can replace 
the lost revenue by focusing on 
improving tax efficiency and 
enforcement, closing loopholes 
and reducing wasteful spending. 
Additionally, we can stimulate 
economic growth through target-
ed investments in job creation, 
infrastructure and innovation, 
which will increase overall tax 
revenue without raising taxes on 
individuals or businesses.

If I-2117 passes, repealing the 
Washington Climate Commit-
ment Act, what legislative acts 
are needed to replace it?

If I-2117 passes, we would 
need new legislation focusing on 
renewable energy investments, 
expanding clean energy tax 
incentives and enhancing energy 
efficiency standards. Additional-
ly, we could better support green 
infrastructure projects to ensure 
Washington meets its climate 
goals while maintaining eco-
nomic growth and protecting the 
environment.

Why are you seeking office?
I believe we have a responsi-

bility to leave our community 
better off for future generations. 
We have challenges with aging 
infrastructure, increased popu-
lation and housing shortages. I 
want to work together with our 
community to come together for 
solutions on these issues.

What will be the solution to 
zoning for agritourism?

We need everyone to have a 
common understanding of what 
agritourism looks like in our 
Washington State Growth Man-
agement Act and County Code. 
Soil dependent activities are 
allowed currently on Ag-NRL 
lands. Events such as weddings 
don’t meet the soil-dependent 
requirements for Agritourism.

Any construction or change of 
use of a building needs to follow 
the current building codes. These 
include critical areas review, 
flood plain review, fire code, road 
access permits, septic and food 
handling permits, fill and grade 
permit if gravel is hauled into the 
site. All these are required if you 
are building a house in Ag-NRL 
land. Just because you say you 
are a farmer doesn’t allow you 
to not get the permits. Agricul-
ture is allowed to farm the land 
without permits, but as soon as 
you decide to stop farming it and 
bring in gravel to build a parking 
lot, you need to get permits.

How will you work with the 
county’s cities to increase their 
municipal housing density?

The growth management steer-
ing committee, which is made up 
of three county commissioners 
and the mayors, are responsible 
for making population alloca-
tions to each city and the rural 
part of the county. Each jurisdic-
tion decides what they can accept 
as we all plan for the next 20 
years. The Growth Management 
act has a goal of 80% of the new 
population going to cities and 
their urban growth areas. The 
planning commissions of each of 
the cities and county have public 
hearings to come to a local plan 
on where that population could 
live. The county can’t force 
the cities to increase housing 
density. We can point out the 
consequences if the county has to 
take more population in our rural 
areas.. 

How will you increase climate 
resiliency with county initiatives?

Skagit County is starting to 
work with our local tribes, Dike 
and Drainage Districts and local 
cities and towns on an Integrated 
Plan. We know the climate has 
changed, we know our dikes 
and levies may not be strong 
enough for all the changes that 
may come. The dikes and levies 
are owned and maintained by 
junior taxing districts that can 
levy property taxes to property 
owners in their districts. Deci-
sions will need to be made on 
what areas are reinforced or 
elevated and what areas will be 
abandoned. We have a lot of 
infrastructure, homes, schools, 
roads and farmland that will be 
affected. 

What will your advocacy be 
for a countywide library system 
with your fellow commissioners?

The county commissioners can 
vote to put on the ballot for the 
citizens to decide if they want 
a countywide library system 
paid for by a property tax. We 
voted to have the Sedro-Woolley 
Rural-Partial-County system on 
the ballot in 2012. A petition of 
10% of the voters in the district, 
turned into the County Auditor 
starts the process.
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Clyde Shavers (D)

What legislative initiatives will 
reduce usage of gasoline engine 
vehicles?

To reduce gasoline vehicle 
usage, I’ll support expanding 
electric vehicle charging infra-
structure, increasing rebates for 
EV purchases and providing 
incentives for public transit and 
bike-friendly infrastructure. 
Additionally, I’ll push for stricter 
fuel efficiency standards and pol-
icies that promote the adoption 
of clean energy transportation 
alternatives across the state.
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1216 E. Section St., Mount Vernon, WA 98274

360-826-2094 

If honored with your 
vote, I will be 110% 
committed everyday to 
solving our community’s 
biggest challenges with 
good science and public 
engagement so that you 
and your community can 
be successful. 

Let’s get Skagit working!

VOTE
RICHARD 
BROCKSMITH (D)
FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER

peterbrowning.vote

Sound solutions that serve ALL people.
The candidate who puts Skagit 1st!

Dear friends,
I’m a dedicated public servant with a diverse background in health 
and business, running for re-election as Skagit County Commissioner 
District 2.   I am nonpartisan and I stand only for the Skagit.  
My long experience and commitment to our community make me 
the ideal candidate to continue improving Skagit County.
Over the last four years we’ve brought Skagit tribes and Skagit local 
government together around major plans to address �ooding, 
salmon recovery, sea level rise and climate change, and I’ve taken 
bold steps to protect Skagit farmland from inappropriate 
development.   
I’ve also supported Skagit cities in their e�ort to provide more 
a�ordable housing for young families, helped create a coordinated 
regional approach to homelessness, opened a much-needed mental 
health and addiction stabilization center, and stabilized the County 
work force.

You can learn more about my record and positions at 
peterbrowning.vote.   My record re�ects that I deliver results, not just 
rhetoric.  I ask for your support.

Thank you,

Peter Browning 

Paid for by Peter Browning for County Commissioner.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE • DEMOCRAT • 10TH DISTRICT 

Dave Paul is the 
trusted, bipartisan 
candidate for our 

community. 
Visit votedavepaul. com to learn 

more about Dave's work for 
La Conner and Skagit County. 
Ballots due by August 6th.

Paid for by Friends of Dave Paul PO Box 387 Oak Harbor WA 98277 

By Bill Reynolds

They’re calling them signs of 
the times. 

Those are the traffic signs 
installed by the La Conner’s 
Public Works Department alert-
ing motorists that First Street 
downtown is now one-way 
southbound and Commercial 
Street’s single block in front of 
Maple Hall has been converted 
to an eastbound only flow. 

The changes have taken some 
getting used to. 

Reaction on social media 
has been mixed. Some posters 
have praised the relative ease 
of driving on the narrow street 
even with parking spaces filled 

on both sides. Others lament that 
it is now harder to stop and go 
quickly at the post office. 

Still others have expressed 
surprise at the new traffic pattern 
and asked why it was done. 

The short answer: Public 
safety. 

During several public 
meetings this year, officials 
– most notably Mayor Marna 
Hanneman and Fire Chief Aaron 
Reinstra – cited the difficulty of 
driving large emergency vehicles 
down a street that dates to the 
horse-and-buggy era and is now 
often clogged with large parked 
and moving SUVs and trucks. 

Reinstra reported that the fire 
department responds on average 
to two calls per month on First 
Street – the heart of the historic 
business district. 

Oct. 9 was the date the switch 
started. Public works crews had 
installed the new traffic signs 
and relocated a mail drop box 
from West Washington Street to 
the First Street side of the post 
office the week prior. 

Hanneman, an avid walker, 
strolled the length of First Street 
mere hours after the new traffic 
plan went into effect. 

When asked by the Weekly 
News how she thought the one-
way approach was working, 
Hanneman glanced at vehicles 
easily maneuvering down the 
street with parking slots filled on 
both sides and immediately gave 
the thumbs-up sign. 

“It seems to be going well,” 
said Hanneman, who did notice 
that one postal patron mistakenly 
walked around to the passenger 
side of her car as if it was parked 
northbound. She quickly adjust-
ed and retraced her steps. 

“I was wondering where you 
were going,” the mayor said 
with a sympathetic chuckle. 

Town Assistant Planner Ajah 
Eills said that Town Hall’s phone 
lines remained fairly quiet on 
the one-way downtown traffic 
format the day after it was im-
plemented. 

“That might mean that people 
are okay with it,” she said, 
“since usually you hear about 
something when they’re upset.” 

Eills and Planning Director 
Michael Davolio told planning 
commissioners recently that 
traffic on First Street will con-
tinue to be monitored for several 
months. 

“We’ll regather data in 
January,” Eills said. 

“The biggest impact,” 
Davolio added, “will be after 
tulip season next year. I, for 
one, am convinced that making 
First Street one-way will be a 
tremendous advantage.” 

And from Sgt. Brad Holmes, 
the sheriff’s office La Conner 
detachment administrator: “So 
far, I like the one way and have 
not heard of any major issues.”

By Judy Booth

Last week’s article on the 
Skagit River Poetry Festival 
ended with us giggling over the 
smell of ponies; Moses stepped 
into our lives; and we were stu-
pefied by the violence of war. 

The Skagit River Poetry 
Foundation’s bi-annual festival 
Oct. 4-5 at Maple Hall was 
attended Friday by over 130 
students from Oak Harbor and 
Whatcom and Skagit counties 
school districts, as well as a 
supportive and paying public. 

The festival, though, is “just 
the icing on the cake” said Exec-
utive Director Molly McNulty. 

“Our main mission is to put 
poets in classrooms. We do a 
teacher training each year to help 
teachers host poets and then take 
what they learn to apply when 
the poets aren’t in their class-
rooms,” explained McNulty. 

Poets spend an average of 
three weeks a year in various 
districts in Whatcom, Skagit 
and Island counties. “More than 
10,000 local students have had 
the experience of playing with 
words while reading and writing 
poetry one-on-one with experts,” 
the Foundation’s website sum-
marizes. 

McNulty says the number of 
residencies “depends on demand 
and funding. School districts 
support the program with 
funding, but we also do a lot of 
fundraising and grant writing to 
guarantee that any teacher who 

wants a poet can get one. Tradi-
tionally we put teaching poets in 
classrooms for over 120 days in 
the school year. Last year it was 
less.” 

During the festival, each poet 
has a host family if they are 
from out of the area. This year 
poets graced La Conner from 
states including Texas, New 
Mexico, New Jersey and Idaho, 
while several live within driving 
distance. Many were born out-
side the United States including 
Guatemala and Botswana. 

“Endangered: Disappear-
ing Nature” was a session’s 
theme on Oct. 5 at the Garden 
Club. Featured were Elizabeth 
Bradfield, Derek Shelfield and 
CMarie Fuhrman, exceptional 
naturalists, poets and editors 
of “Cascadia Field Guide: Art, 
Ecology, Poetry” – a guide of 
128 beings. 

What a gem. It has sold 14,000 
copies in its first couple years 
in print. This is no coffee table 
book. It is part science, part 
“spiritual meditation,” part art 
and part poetry; it gives grace 
and honor to the disappearance 
of species in our beloved Pacific 
Northwest. 

“All things are wild and free 
– including your poems,” said 
Shelfield. “Biodiversity is super 
power – so is social diversity.” 

Bradfield, a naturalist and 
poet, loves his native Cape Cod 
“Because it is the Serengeti of 
the ocean. Not only are species 
endangered, but our relationships 

with these creatures is endan-
gered also,” he reflected.

One “poetry sampler” at 
the stained-glassed windowed 
Methodist church featured Chen 
Chen, Tony Curtis and Tawanda 
Mulalu. 

In his soft, gentle African 
voice, Mulalu explained how he 
read his poems over and over 
out loud all day to get it right. 
One line: “If I saw a black child 
dying, I would not think to take a 
picture first.” 

Chen Chen, from New York, 
read cat poems, love poems – his 
boyfriend is NOT a cat – “more 
like a golden retriever,” and gave 
an elegy for the 49 people killed 
in a nightclub where “… bodies 
become song and light.” 

This session ended with Curtis 
tickling the guitar, inviting the 
audience to sing along with his 
own version of Robert Frost’s 
“Stopping by the Woods on a 
Snowy Evening.” 

This is a small sample of the 
nearly 40 poets. And I haven’t 
even touched on how great the 
volunteers were, who the Foun-
dation is made up of – or how 
many paying guests showed up. 

McNulty, executive director 
since 2007 joined the board in 
2003. Directing and coordinating 
the every-other-year festivals, 
thousands of students, world-re-
nowned poets, caterers, tables, 
brochures, procuring funding – 
endless things to do – she always 
gets the job done and always 
with a smile. No question from 
any student or mishap was too 
much for her. Thank you. 

Many of these poets’ books 
can be found at Watermark 
Books in Anacortes and Seaport 
Books in La Conner. 

Further reflections on Skagit Poetry Festival

S. First Street is now 
one-way southbound

A NEW ERA STARTS IN LA CONNER – Last Wednesday the long 
discussed, planned and anticipated change of South First Street to one 
way southbound traffiic flow became a reality. Not everyone got the 
message or read the signage. This was about 10:53 a.m.

— Photo by Ken Stern
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 10

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

YOU CAN HELP
La Conner Kiwanis and the La 
Conner High School stu-
dent body are sponsoring a 
Halloween blood drive from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, 
in the Landy James Gym. Your 
donation will preserve a life. Visit 
bloodworksnw.org, then go to its 
donor portal and search for La 
Conner. Please call if you have 
clinical questions, Dorothy, RN 
360-431-9234, or about required 
registration, Lori, 360-630-0809.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For shy ones.
•	 Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime, 10-11:30  

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime and Songs, 

1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 
school-aged teens.

•	 Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. second Saturdays except 
Jan., June, July, Dec.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Current exhibits through 
Jan. 12, 2025:
•	 “Peter Millett: Built Forms” 

is the first major institutional 
survey of the Seattle artist’s 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
work, which spans decades of 
artistic practice and intentional 
engagement with forms in 
space.

•	 At the Seam: The Museum 
of Northwest Art’s Permanent 
Collection is an ongoing en-
gagement with the collection 
as the place of contact of the 
many artistic identities of the 
region. 

•	 Outside In Gallery, Creative 
Response to Trauma: A 
Community Response. Brigid 
Collins Family Support Center 
and Skagit Domestic Violence 
& Sexual Assault Services 
have partnered to share art 
and writing created by survi-
vors of traumas.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & 
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S. 
Second St., La Conner. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
•	 Samplers from Seattle: Con-

temporary Needlework by Elly 
Smith. Through Dec. 1.

•	 The Goddess Series: Art 
Quilts by Judith Vierow. 
Through Nov. 10.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current 
exhibit through March 2, 2025:
•	 “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-

deo Bullfighter’ and the History 
of Rodeo in Skagit County.” 

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Pioneer Park ivy removal: Join 
a volunteer work party to remove 
invasive ivy at Pioneer Park, 9 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Oct. 19. 
Info: phillipssteve1@gmail.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer 
and donation opportunities at 
skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. For current agenda go to 
www.townoflaconner.org.

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism. Meets at 
8:15 a.m. Mondays, 503 Morris 
St., La Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 
360-228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
Restaurant.

Little Mountain Gamblers 
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior 
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
before the next Weekly 
News hits the street. Go 
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and 
submit your event!

I grew pole beans this year. Every few days I 
harvested a handful and saved them until I had 
about 2 pounds. Enough for our meal and I froze 
two meals. If you don’t have an Instant Pot, you 
can use a steamer basket on the stove.

Ingredients
•	 Green beans, fresh, 2 pounds
•	 Water, 1 cup

Preparation 
•	 Instant Pot: Rinse green beans and snip both 

ends of each bean. Place in Instant Pot and 
add water. Set pressure time to zero minutes. 
When pressure is reached, do a quick release. 

•	 Stovetop: In large pot, add water to about 1 
inch depth. Cover and bring to boil. Set steam-
er basket with prepared green beans above 
boiling water. Cover and steam until tender, 
about 3-5 minutes.

Green Beans 
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STATEMENT OF 
OWNERSHIP, 

MANAGEMENT, AND 
CIRCULATION

Average no. copies each 
issue during preceding 12 
months / No. copies of sin-
gle issue published near-
est to filing date: Mailed 
outside-county paid sub-
scriptions 84/87. Mailed 
in-county paid subscrip-
tions 790/796. Paid elec-
tronic copies 21/21. b. To-
tal paid print copies + paid 
electronic copies: 895/817. 
c. Total print distribution 
+ paid electronic cop-
ies: 1,045/967. d. Percent 
paid: 100%. e. Total free 
or nominal rate distribution 
12/11. f. Total distribution: 
1,057/968. g. Copies not 
distributed 43/132. h. Total 
1,100/1,100. i. Percent paid 
100%/100%. 
Kenneth Stern, Publisher 

and Editor.

INVITATION FOR BID
TOWN OF LA 

CONNER 2024 FIRE 
BOAT

Sealed bid proposals will 
be received by the Town of 
La Conner for a custom fire 
boat. Proposals are to be 
delivered to the La Conner 
Town Hall, 204 Douglas 
Street, La Conner, Wash-
ington, 98257 and must be 
received by 3:00 p.m. on 
October 30, 2024, at which 
time proposals will be 
opened and publicly read.
The vessel shall be a 28-

foot landing craft with 
enclosed cab, trailer, and 
the ability to be powered 
by twin 300 HP outboard 
motors. The installation of 
a 1,000-gpm pump shall 
be an alternate addition. 
Minimum specifications 
for the vessel can be found 
at: www.townoflaconner.
org/149/Bids
The Contact Person for 

this Project is:
Ivan Carlson
(360) 840-4330
council_2@townoflacon-

ner.org
The Town of La Conner 

is an equal opportunity 
employer and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, sex, 
disability, familial status 
or national origin. Small 
businesses and businesses 
owned by women and mi-
norities are encouraged to 
bid.
The Town of La Conner 

reserves the right to accept 
a proposal of the bidder 
submitting the lowest re-
sponsible bid, to reject any 
or all bids, revise or cancel 
the work to be performed, 
or do the work otherwise, 
if the best interest of the 
Town is served thereby. 
The Town also reserves the 
right to postpone the bid 
award for a period of sixty 
(60) calendar days after bid 
opening.
Aaron Reinstra, Fire 

Chief, Town of La Conner
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, 16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON 

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT 

ESTATE OF
BYRON BAKER, 

DECEASED.
CAUSE NO. 
24-4-00472-29

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030 & 051)
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal rep-
resentative of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative 
or the personal represen-
tative’s attorney at the ad-
dress stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must 

be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in section 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.  
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

CATION: October 2, 2024   
/s/ Teresa Dewees
Personal Representative 
Attorneys for Personal
Representative:
Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
/c/ Timothy Lehr WSBA 

#50807
Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
PO Box 228
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, and 16, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON 

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT 

ESTATE OF
MILDRED YTGARD,

DECEASED.
CAUSE NO. 
24-4-00482-29

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS 

(RCW 11.40.030 & 051)
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal rep-
resentative of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative 
or the personal represen-
tative’s attorney at the ad-
dress stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in section 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.  
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

CATION:  OCTOBER 2, 
2024  
/s/ Diane Lawrenson
Personal Representative 
Attorneys for Personal
Representative:
Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
/c/ Brock Stiles WSBA 

#50807
Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
PO Box 228
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, and 16, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
SUSAN A. BOER, 

DECEASED.
NO.  24-4-00382-29

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-

resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as 

to claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 2, 2024.
/s/________________
LOREN M. TUCKER
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
By: _______________
CRAIG E. CAMMOCK, 

WSBA #24185
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P. O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, and 16, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON, 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
WILLIAM J. RINDAL, 

AS HIS SEPARATE 
ESTATE, PLAINTIFF,

VS.
WES WHITEAKER & 
RONA WHITEAKER, 

DEFENDANTS.
CAUSE NO.:  
24-2-00307-29

SHERIFF’S PUBLIC 
NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL PROPERTY
TO:  WES 

WHITEAKER & 
RONA WHITEAKER, 

JUDGMENT 
DEBTORS

The Superior Court of 
Skagit County has directed 
the undersigned Sheriff of 
Skagit County to sell the 
property described below 
to satisfy a judgment in the 
above-entitled action.  The 
property to be sold is de-
scribed as: 
Assessor’s Parcel/Tax 

ID Number: P15377 / 
330304-2-001-0001
(3.7100 ac) INSIDE 

DR15 THAT PORTION 
OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF 
THE NORTHWEST 1/4 
OF SECTION 4, TOWN-
SHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST, W.M., DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
1/4 OF SAID SECTION 
4; THENCE NORTH 01 
02’22” WEST, ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF 
SAID SECTION 4, A DIS-
TANCE OF 429.43 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 89 
35’52” EAST, PARALLEL 
WITH THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID NORTHWEST. 
1/4 OF SECTION 4, A 
DISTANCE OF 345.00 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
00 39’41” EAST A DIS-

TANCE OF 264.43 FEET 
TO A POINT 165.00 FEET 
NORTH OF THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 THENCE 
NORTH 89 35’52” EAST, 
PARALLEL TO AND 
165.00 FEET NORTH OF 
THE SOUTH LINE OF 
SAID NORTHWEST 1/4 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 
824.00 FEET TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE 
NORTH 00 39’41” EAST, 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
EAST LINE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF 
THE NORTHWEST 1/4, 
A DISTANCE OF 264.43 
FEET; THENCE NORTH 
89 35’52” EAST PARAL-
LEL WITH THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SECTION 
4 FOR A DISTANCE OF 
611.64 FEET MORE OR 
LESS TO THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF 
THAT PARCEL CON-
VEYED TO DONALD 
MATHER AND LYNDA 
L. MATHER, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE BY DEED 
RECORDED ON NO-
VEMBER 1, 2002 UN-
DER AUDITOR’S FILE 
NUMBER 200211010017 
RECORDS OF SKAGIT 
COUNTY; THENCE 
SOUTH ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF SAID 
MATHER PARCEL FORA 
DISTANCE OF 264.43 
FEET MORE OR LESS TO 
A TO A POINT 165 FEET 
NORTH OF THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4; THENCE 
SOUTH 89 35’52” WEST, 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
NORTHWEST 1/4, A DIS-
TANCE OF 611.64 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; EXCEPT COUN-
TY ROAD IF ANY, AND 
EXCEPT ANY DITCH 
RIGHTS OF WAY, SIT-
UATE IN THE COUNTY 
OF SKAGIT, STATE OF 
WASHINGTON.  Also 
commonly known as 14269 
Bountiful Lane, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98274.
The sale of the above-de-

scribed property is to take 
place:
Time: 10:30 AM
Date: Friday, November 1, 

2024
Place: Skagit County 

Courthouse, Mount Ver-
non, Washington.
The judgment debtors can 

avoid the sale by paying 
the judgment amount of 
$46,122.10, together with 
interest, costs and fees, be-
fore the sale date.  For the 
exact amount, contact the 
Sheriff at the address stated 
below.
Dated this 26th day of Au-

gust 2024.
Don McDermott, Sheriff
By: Melinda Larsen, Civil 

Assistant
Skagit County Sheriff’s 

Office
600 South Third Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1913
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, 16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR 
WHATCOM COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE 

OF:
CECILIA M. HAWLEY,

DECEASED.
CAUSE NO. 
24-4-00513-37
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The Administrator named 
below has been appointed 
and has qualified as Ad-
ministrator of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing 
to the administrator or the 
administrator’s attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probated proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim 
must be presented with-
in the later of:  (1) thirty 
days after the administrator 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 AND 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets. 
Date of First Publication: 

October 9th, 2024	
Name of Administrator: 

ANDREA D. MAILLET
Attorneys for 

Administrator:
David M. Neubeck, 

WSBA #31321
Sara LC Hulford, WSBA 

#52098
Todd L. Sliva, WSBA 

#54298
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Elder Law Offices of 

Meyers, Neubeck & Hul-
ford, P.S., 2828 Northwest 
Avenue, Bellingham WA 
98225-2335
Telephone: (360) 

647-8846
Facsimile: (360) 647-8854

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF KING

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
ROY C. ELLIS, 

DECEASED.
NO. 24-4-06532-3 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
ARNET E. ELLIS, the 

Personal Representative 
(PR), has been appointed as 
PR of this estate.  Any per-
son having a claim against 
the Decedent that arose be-
fore the Decedent’s death 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on 
or mailing to the PR or the 
PR’s attorney(s) at the ad-
dress stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must 
be presented within the 
later of: (1) 30 days after 
the PR served or mailed 
the Notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the Notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 or RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the Decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication of 

Notice to Creditors:  Octo-
ber 9, 2024
Name of Personal Repre-

sentative:  Arnet E. Ellis
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative:
Douglas L. Phillips, 

WSBA No. 17278 
Aaron D. Phillips, WSBA 

No. 46691	
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Douglas L. Phillips, Esq. 
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
170 120th Ave NE, Suite 

E204
Bellevue, Washington 

98005
Court of probate proceed-

ings and cause number:  
King County Superior 

Court Cause No.  24-4-
06532-3 SEA
Published in the La 

Conner Weekly News, Oct. 
9, 16, and 23, 2024.
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SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00521-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

DANIEL A. MAHAR, 
DECEASED

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 9, 2024
Theresa B. Mahar
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00522-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

JANE W. FRASER, 
DECEASED

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 

copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 9, 2024
Pamela G. Galloway
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00525-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

DENNIS J. GREINER, 
DECEASED

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 9, 2024
Ian J. Greiner
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

CASE NO.  24-4-00502 
29

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE SUPERIOR 

COURT OF 
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT 

COUNTY
ESTATE OF:

WILHELMINA 
CROGSTAD KAMB

DECEASED
The Personal Represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed Personal 
Representative of this Es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
that arose before the dece-
dent’s death must, before 
the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in 
the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court.  
The claim must be present-
ed within the later of:  a) 
Thirty (30) days after the 
Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or b) four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not present-
ed within this time frame, 
the claim will be forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.51 
and 11.40.060.  This bar 
is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

CATION:  10/16/2024
PERSONAL REPRE-

SENTATIVE:  Michael C. 
Kamb
ATTORNEY FOR 

THE PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE:  
John G. Kamb, Jr
702 Main St
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
(360) 336-6145
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and 30, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR PIERCE 
COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

STEVEN ALAN 
OMDAL,

DECEASED.
NO. 24-4-02354-5 

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS RCW 

11.40.030
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed and has qualified 
as Personal Representative 
of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, prior to the 
time the claim would be 
barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of lim-
itations, present the claim 
in the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address 
stated below, a copy of the 
claim and filing the orig-
inal of the claim with the 
court. The claim must be 
presented within the later 
of: (1) Thirty days after the 
Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is 
forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in Sec-
tion 11 of this act and RCW 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUB-

LICATION: October 16, 
2024.
P E R S O N A L 

REPRESENTATIVE:
/s/: ____________
Joseph R. Bailey
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative
/s/: ____________
Brianne M. Kampbell, 

WSBA #34483
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Kampbell Legal Planning, 

PLLC 2501 North Alder 
Street Tacoma, WA 98406
Court of Probate Proceed-

ing and Cause Number: See 
caption above.
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and 30, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF 
WHATCOM

IN RE THE ESTATE 
OF NANCY 

SCAGLIOTTI, 
DECEASED.

NO. 24 4 00879 37
NONPROBATE 

NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS 

RCW 11.42.030
JUDGE: LEE 
GROCHMAL

The notice agent named 
below has elected to give 
notice to creditors of the 
above-named decedent. As 
of the date of the filing of a 
copy of this notice with the 
court, the notice agent has 
no knowledge of any oth-
er person acting as notice 
agent or of the appointment 
of a personal representative 
of the decedent’s estate in 
the state of Washington. 
According to the records 
of the court as are available 
on the date of the filing of 
this notice with the court, 
a cause number regarding 

the decedent has not been 
issued to any other notice 
agent, and a personal rep-
resentative of the dece-
dent’s estate has not been 
appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the notice agent or the no-
tice agent’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court in which the no-
tice agent’s declaration and 
oath were filed. The claim 
must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty 
days after the notice agent 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) Four months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice. If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.42.050 and 
11.42.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

October 9, 2024
The notice agent declares 

under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the state 
of Washington on October 
2, 2024, at Bellingham, 
Washington, that the fore-
going is true and correct.
/s/ Mark Vorobik
Notice Agent:
Mark Vorobik
6496 Bay View-Edison 

Road
Bow, WA 98232
Attorney for notice agent:
Katti Esp
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Katti Esp
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Court of notice agent’s 

Declaration and Oath: Su-
perior Court of Whatcom 
County
Cause Number: 24 4 

00879 37
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

ESTATE OF
MICHAEL JAY 

POWERS
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00401-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE 

NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed me, Savannah 
Powers, as Personal Repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s 
estate.  Any person having a 
claim against the Decedent 
that arose before the Dece-
dent’s death must present 
the claim: (a) Before the 
time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and 
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i) 
By filing the original of the 
claim with the foregoing 
Court, and (ii) By serving 
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or 
their attorney at the address 
below a copy of the claim.  
The claim must be present-
ed by the later of: (a) Thirty 
(30) days after I served or 
mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time period, the 
claim will be forever barred 
except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for 
claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 16, 2024.
/s/ Savannah Powers
Personal Representative
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative: 
John G. Kamb Jr.
702 Main Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360)336-6145
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and 30, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICES

“I know that things still cost 
too much,” she said. 

Cantwell also touted her 
support for the large investments 
included in the Inflation 
Reduction Act, which she said 
helped bring down high costs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Garcia pushed back on her 
characterization of the legisla-
tion, which he said only resulted 
in Washington residents paying 
more with nothing in return. 

Garcia said the federal 
government needs to audit its 
spending and cut programs 
that are deemed expensive and 
ineffective. The money cut from 
those programs should go back 
to citizens who can spend it in 
their communities and grow the 
economy, he said.

Fentanyl and homelessness 
Addressing the growing 

number of fentanyl overdoses 

has been top of mind for both 
candidates.

Garcia wants to push legisla-
tion that would require felony 
charges and significant prison 
time for fentanyl dealers while 
also mandating those with 
substance abuse disorder receive 
treatment.

“This is a crisis and we need 
to make harsh decisions,” Garcia 
said. “You need an iron fist, you 
need to end this or we’re going 
to lose our country.” 

In her response, Cantwell 
highlighted her effort to create 
“health engagement hubs,” 
across the country. These hubs 
offer low-barrier drop-in services 
and free treatment resources. The 
Legislature funded two of them 
last year. The health hubs are the 
best way to fight the crisis, Can-
twell said, citing research from 
the University of Washington 
that found the method to reduce 
overdose deaths by 68%. 

Cantwell also pointed to her 
work on legislation to increase 
funding to fight international 

drug trafficking at the U.S.-
Mexico border.

When asked about address-
ing homelessness, Garcia was 
quick to tie his response back to 
fighting drug addiction. He said 
the state needs to focus on drug 
rehabilitation and mental health 
services first before providing 
housing to people living on the 
streets. 

“The third step is housing, not 
housing first,” he said. “This is 
why this has been so ineffective.” 

Cantwell pushed back.
“It’s a mischaracterization 

to think that everyone who 
is homeless is on drugs,” she 
said. She added that the country 
needs to focus more on building 
housing to address the homeless 
population. 

Abortion 
Cantwell has made protecting 

abortion access and reproductive 
health a key issue for her since 
the Supreme Court overturned 
Roe v. Wade, introducing legis-
lation to codify abortion access, 

protect health care data and 
increase access to contraception. 

She said Tuesday she would 
not support legislation that would 
allow states to continue to make 
their own decisions about abor-
tion policy, which has resulted in 
a patchwork of laws.

“The confusion that is here 
today is not tolerable,” she said.

Garcia said he would not vote 
for an abortion ban because he 
believes doing so could result 
in doctors being unable to 
perform life-saving procedures 
for miscarriages or other 
complications. He said he would 
continue to support laws that 
keep abortion legal because that 
is what Washington voters want. 

“I’m not asking you to trust 
every Republican. I’m asking 
you to trust me,” Garcia said. “I 
am going to defend this state as a 
pro-choice state every day.”

Immigration  
and border security 

Garcia is an immigrant, having 
come to the United States from 

Cuba when he was 11 years 
old. He said he will always be a 
champion of immigrants but that 
there needs to be more leadership 
and discipline at the country’s 
southern border. 

“If you come to this country 
to commit crimes, you’re out,” 
he said. 

Cantwell boasted about her 
voting record for bipartisan 
immigration policies and said 
she supports allowing a legal 
process for seasonal workers 
from Mexico, which many farms 
in Washington rely on. She added 
she will continue to push for 
more money for border security, 
but criticized the rhetoric used by 
former President Donald Trump 
and other Republicans when it 
comes to immigrants. 

“Demonizing the backbone of 
who built America is not the way 
to go,” Cantwell said.

First published Oct. 9, 2024. 
Copyright 2024 Washington 
State Standard. Reprinted with 
permission. More at: washing-
tonstatestandard.com.

Senate debate
. . . (from page 1)
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And so much more…..

Groundbreaking ceremony Oct. 26 
for Skagit Habitat homes project
By Bill Reynolds

Building affordable housing in 
La Conner is a groundbreaking 
development, worthy of celebra-
tion.

Skagit Habitat for Humanity 
will break ground at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 26, at its Caledo-
nia Cottages Project at Third and 
Caledonia streets. The public is 
invited.

The community event will cel-
ebrate the construction of three 
affordable single-family homes 
in La Conner with the families 
selected through the non-profit 
housing organization’s Home-
buyer Program.

“This is a huge moment not 
just for these homebuyers, but 
for our entire community,” said 
Skagit Habitat for Humanity 
Chief Executive Officer Tina 
Tate. “The groundbreaking cer-
emony marks the start of a new 
journey for these homebuyers 
and celebrates the generosity of 
the people of Skagit County who 
made this happen.”

Tate told the Weekly News on 
Friday that the local project is 
part of Skagit Habitat’s long-
range goal of developing more 
affordable housing opportunities.

“There is a housing shortage in 
Skagit County as well as the rest 
of the state and even the whole 
country,” she said, “but home-
ownership is particularly difficult 
for many families that make less 
than 80% of the area median 
income.

“We’ve talked to many of 
the neighbors near the site and 
there has been a lot of positive 
response,” Tate said. “I want to 
thank the community of La Con-
ner for embracing Skagit Habitat 
and we hope we can partner 
with the community to do more 
projects.”

Skagit Habitat for Humanity’s 
Homebuyer Program helps local 
families build and buy a home 
they can afford. Selected families 
pay a monthly mortgage based 
on their income and contribute 
“sweat equity” hours alongside 
construction professionals and 
volunteers.

Homebuyers for the Caledonia 

Cottages Project were chosen in 
an extensive application process 
in which they were income-qual-
ified at 60% to 80% of the area’s 
median income. They also 
demonstrated a need for safe and 
affordable housing due to either 
living in substandard housing 
or paying 50% or more of their 
income toward rent.

Families selected for the new 
homes will be introduced during 
the Oct. 26 program, said Skagit 
Habitat for Humanity Develop-
ment Director Ian Houben.

“This will be a chance for 
La Conner to welcome three 
families to the neighborhood,” he 
said. “This is the first milestone 
in these homebuyers’ path to 
affordable homeownership. They 
know what they’ve signed up 
for but putting that shovel in the 
ground where their future home 
will be makes it that much more 
real.”

The celebration here will 
include a coffee and snack truck 
with refreshments available, said 
Houben. Skagit Habitat leaders 
and elected officials will speak at 
the event.

“For us, here at Skagit Habitat, 
the Caledonia build is just a 
starting line,” Houben said. “We 
are ramping up our operations to 
address the need in Skagit Coun-
ty for affordable housing. In 30 
years, we’ve averaged one-and-
a-half homes built per year. 

“Between these three sin-
gle-family homes in La Conner 
and the eight townhome units we 
just announced in Anacortes,” 
said Houben, “we will complete 
11 homes in the next 18 months 
or so on our way to a goal of 15 
homes per year by 2027.”

Skagit Habitat Construction 
Director Scott Fox said work on 
the three homes he has designed 
is scheduled to begin within the 
next three months.

“This is phase one of the 
Caledonia Cottages Project,” he 
said. “Upon completion of the 
first three (homes), the second 
phase will begin. There will be 
three cottage homes for the next 
families, bringing the total to 
six within the next nine to 12 
months.”

Fox said the homes will have 
solar systems, fire suppression 
and passive heating and cool-
ing to reduce energy costs. He 
expressed optimism that the 
Caledonia Cottages Project will 
provide a blueprint for future 
housing starts. 

“We’re blessed to have this 
opportunity with the Town of La 
Conner and the community,” he 
said. “We hope this is the first of 
many affordable homes we build 
in La Conner.”

Skagit Habitat has built five 
homes in the nearby Channel 
Cove campus on Park Street, 
south of Caledonia Street.

COME OUT AND WATCH LA CONNER GROW — Skagit Habitat 
for Humanity will have a groundbreaking ceremony at its Third and 
Caledonia streets property Oct. 26. The public is invited.

— Photo by Ken Stern

La Conner joins Great ShakeOut, 10:17 10-17
Skagit County’s collaborative 

effort in the Great ShakeOut 
2024 includes the county govern-
ment, sheriff’s office, the cities 
of Anacortes, Burlington, Mount 
Vernon and Sedro-Woolley, 
the towns of Concrete, Ham-
ilton, Lymon and La Conner, 
the Skagit County Fire Chiefs 
Association, Skagit County Dike 
District Consortium, Skagit 911 
and Skagit County Emergency 
Medical Services 

The Great ShakeOut drill is 
Oct. 17 at 10:17 a.m. and aims to 
educate and prepare the com-

munity for the possibility of an 
earthquake. Tsunami sirens will 
sound and an alert will be issued 
subscribers of the County’s Code 
Red text messaging. Participants 
will practice the essential “Drop, 
Cover and Hold On” response, 
which is crucial in reducing 
injuries and fatalities during an 
earthquake. 

“We urge all residents, 
schools, businesses and organiza-
tions to participate in the drill,” 
said La Conner Town Adminis-
trator Scott Thomas. “Earthquake 
preparedness is a community 

effort and our participation in the 
Great ShakeOut is a testament to 
our commitment to keeping La 
Conner safe and resilient.” 

The Great ShakeOut is a 
worldwide earthquake drill and 
preparedness event.

Education and resources are 
available on the Skagit County 
DEM website, skagitcounty.net/
Departments/emergencymanage-
ment/, and the Washington State 
Emergency Management Divi-
sion: mil.wa.gov/preparedness.

Source: Town of La Conner

Thursday, Oct. 10
3:57 p.m.: Conned in La Conner – Call-
er reported that they had located a coun-
terfeit bill while they were going through 
the register. The bill was checked with 
a marker which indicated the paper 
was not legit. The bill was collected 
and brought to the Sheriff’s Office as 
evidence. S. First St., La Conner.

5:26 p.m.: Bumped while backing – A 
subject called in that they had been 
backed into while parked at the high 
school parking lot. Both drivers were 
on scene and a deputy helped with the 
exchange of information. Non reportable 
MVA with no injuries and minor damage. 
N. Sixth St., La Conner.

OLYMPIA —Following a 
public process, the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Com-
mission voted Oct. 10 to keep the 
cabins at Cama Beach Historical 
State Park permanently closed. 

Significant septic and in-
frastructure failures led to the 
closure of the cabins and other 
buildings in the beach area of 
park in February 2024. In ad-
dition to this issue, impacts of 

rising sea levels have damaged 
buildings in the area. Data shows 
these impacts will only increase 
in the coming years. There are 
also known cultural and histori-
cal complexities that impact the 
sustainability of the cabins. 

“State parks are often spac-
es that are deeply personal for 
visitors,” said Washington State 
Parks Director Diana Dupuis. 
“We take that seriously and don’t 

make decisions like this lightly. 
We are committed to adapting 
this park to the current realities 
we are faced with while continu-
ing to provide a unique place 
to make memories for years to 
come.” 

A special commission meeting 
was held in July 2024 to present 
information and hear comments 
from the public, relative to the 
question of reopening the cabins 
where they currently sit. The 
staff recommendation given – 
based on the environmental, op-
erational, historical and cultural 
complexities of the site – was to 
not reopen the cabins. Staff rec-
ommended a long-term planning 
process should look at the future 
of the park, consider the compli-
cated circumstances at the site 
and evaluate other options for 
overnight accommodation.  

Hundreds of written public 
comments followed. Most were 
in favor of reopening the cabins, 
with some in favor of the staff 
recommendation to keep them 
closed where they currently sit. 

Cama Beach State Park cabins close

By Anne Basye

Surprise! Art’s Alive is two 
weeks early this year – which 
looks like a sound decision. 

With the coming weekend a 
literal washout and November 
trending damp, it’s just possi-
ble that Oct. 25 will bestow a 
generous slice of lovely late-fall 
weather on the annual event, 
planned and produced by the La 
Conner Arts Foundation. 

This year’s show is actually 
three shows in one. 

As usual, the Invitational Show 
downstairs in Maple Hall will 
showcase eleven artists, five of 
them new to Art’s Alive. 

The late Thomas Stream, 
whose work graces this year’s 
poster, created paintings of birds 
that celebrate the Aleutian people 
of Alaska, and Aleut and Native 
Americans displaced or relocated 
throughout the United States. 

Printmaker Gene Jaress of 
Mount Vernon and oil painter 
Kent Nordby of Fidalgo Island 
are also new, along with Charlotte 
Slade Decker of Shelter Bay and 
Suzanne Powers Fidalgo Island. 

Returning favorites include 
Maggie Wilder, Coizie Bettinger, 
Pieter Van Zanden, Gary Giovane, 
Nicolette Harrington, and Marga-
ret C. Arnett. 

Many Invitational artists will be 
present at the Opening Gala next 
Friday from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. So 
will beloved local artists – Sarah 

Walls, Joan Cross, Tracy Powell, 
Gary Brown, Anne Schreivogl, 
and Nancy Crowell, to name a 
few – each with a piece in the 
upstairs Open Show. 

New this year is the Volunteer 
Gallery, which will display art 
by men and women who are the 
backbone of Art’s Alive. 

“As you know, La Conner runs 
on volunteer power,” said La 
Conner Arts Foundation board 
member Sheila Johnson. “We are 
grateful to the 100-plus volunteers 
who have given their time and 
attention to Art’s Alive and to our 
scholarship program for the last 
five years, and we want to honor 
them.” 

In both the Open Show and the 
Volunteer Gallery, visitors can 
nominate their favorite piece of 
art for the People’s Choice award. 
Awards will go to the piece that 
gets the most votes in each show. 

Johnson is upbeat about the 
new gallery and the new date, 
which she hopes will avoid the 
extreme weather that caused last 
year’s power outage. “That was 
so severe it even depleted the bat-
teries at the cell tower,” she said. 

For 18 long, inconvenient 
hours, the show had no cell ser-
vice and no wireless. 

Not this year! “We are putting 
that all behind us,” she said. 

Art’s Alive begins at 1 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25 and continues Sat-
urday, Sunday and Monday, when 
it wraps up at 4 p.m. 

Art’s Alive opens Oct. 25

There are other significant 
issues at the site. Electrical 
problems, water line breaks and 
partial failure of the seawall add 
to the challenges in managing the 
infrastructure at the beach. 

Planning is expected to go 
through 2026. 

Source: Washinton State Parks
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