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Thanksgiving holiday closures
On Thursday, Nov. 28, the following services will not 

be available in observance of Thanksgiving:
•	 Banks: Closed 
•	 Skagit Transit: No service
•	 Library: Closed
•	 Post Office: Closed 
•	 Schools: Closed 
•	 Town Hall: Closed
•	 County, state, federal government: Closed
•	 Trash and recycling collection: No service

By Ken Stern

Summary: Thirteen-year-old 
Mary Agnes Coyne, forced from 
her home in rural Ireland in 1886 
after being accused of incest, 
endures a treacherous voyage 
across the vast Atlantic alone 
to an unknown life in America. 
From the tenements of New York 
to the rough alleys of Chicago, 
Mary Agnes suffers the bitter taste 
of prejudice for the crime of being 
poor and Irish. Digging deep 
within, Mary Agnes discovers 
strength and worth as she re-
defines what it means to belong 
while grappling with the clash of 
heritage, religion and matters of 
the heart.

Tell us about the real Mary Anne 
Agnes Coyne, briefly.

“The Irish Girl” chronicles the 
journey my great-grandmother 
Mary Agnes Coyne made from 
Galway, Ireland, to New York 
alone in 1886 at age 13 to begin 
her life in America. While I never 
knew my great-grandmother – she 
died the year I was born – she 
lived a robust life and settled in 
Chicago, where she raised my 
father and his brother in the early 
1930s. My father remembers 
his grandmother as feisty, frugal 
and fair and in possession of a 
great sense of humor. She loved 
to cook and worked in a factory 
cafeteria until her retirement. She 
also loved all things Western, 
a nod to her years in Colorado 
and Texas. One of my father’s 
happiest recollections is when he 
and Mary Agnes would sit on her 
bed and listen to radio Westerns 

on Saturday 
nights: 
“Death Valley 
Days” and 
“The Lone 
Ranger.” 

Why did you 
have to tell 
this story?

While 
standing on 
the plot of ground where Mary 
Agnes grew up on Dawros Beg, 
a small peninsula in rural western 
Ireland, I felt a great compunc-
tion to tell her story. What stirred 
my great-grandmother’s heart? 
What forced her from Ireland and 
brought her to America? How did 
she manage, a slight and naïve 
girl, on an arduous sea journey 
and in a hostile new world? 

How did she survive to maturity 
with humor and dignity? Did 
she ever miss this spot? While 
“The Irish Girl” is the bones of 
my great-grandmother’s story, it 
is also the aggregate story of all 
our foremothers as they came to 
America from a foreign land to 
pursue a new life. There are many 
similarities in Mary Agnes’s story 
to those of immigrants arriving in 
the U.S. today in that they are vil-
ified, derided, shunned and often 
abused. At the core, Mary Agnes 
– and many immigrants – come 
to America to fulfill lives that are 
dead-ended in her/their countries 
of origin. 

Your Mary Agnes has such 
fortitude, determination, hope and 
love. Why?

Instead of asking “why,” I 

ask “why not” have fortitude, 
determination and hope? I have 
experienced generational trauma, 
physical and emotional abuse, 
sexism and misogyny in my adult 
life. No matter what trial I face, I 
move through each situation with 
fortitude, determination and hope, 
as countless female ancestors of 
mine have done. My grandmother, 
Grace, Mary Agnes’s eldest 
daughter, was a wild force to be 
reckoned with and had an outsized 
influence on my life. The Irish, es-
pecially the Catholic Irish, believe 
ancestors are with us at all times, 
guiding us and interceding for us. 
It’s no surprise it’s built into my 
DNA to travel through life with 
fortitude, determination and hope. 
Love, well, that’s a bonus. 

(continued on page 6)

Local author Ashley Sweeney discusses her novel ‘The Irish Girl’

Ashley Sweeney

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner Schools has put its 
STEAM into student creativity and 
critical thinking.

The district last Wednesday hosted 
STEAM Night, an interactive and fun 
event for families to solve puzzles, 
play games of chance, enjoy dessert 
treats and experience countless ways of 
applying classroom lessons to everyday 
life.

STEAM is the acronym for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Math. 

Students and staff manned activity-
oriented stations so engaging that two 
hours seemingly passed in the blink of 
an eye. Kind of like peering through 
teacher Steve DeLeon’s microscopes to 
view and identify livestock parasites.

The evening was modeled after a 
prior district Math Night, which by all 
accounts was well received.

“We had Math Night last year, so the 
idea was to expand upon that,” elemen-

tary principal Heather Fakkema told the 
Weekly News.

The result offered a fall festival vibe. 
Fakkema credited teacher Lisa 

Hedlund for spearheading and orga-
nizing STEAM Night. Her colleagues 
“pitched in” with themes for each 
station.

One of the more popular stops at the 
elementary school was the Braves Hub 
gardening station that morphed into a 
sundae counter where site coordinator 
Chloe Madison enthusiastically served 
up frozen desserts accented with fruit 
toppings.

Students Arlo and Emmett 
Oczkewicz were among those giving 
the temporary ice cream sundae shop 
positive reviews.

Over at the middle and high school 
campus, staff member Preston Stewart 
greeted folks and issued passports to be 
stamped at each station and then turned 
in for chances to win prizes.

As part of the Business Math 
class station, high school senior Lily 

Dougliss issued blank checks to pass-
ersby. The trick was they had to correct-
ly fill out those checks for a fictional 
$50.25 purchase of the 2025 Pioneer 
yearbook.

Teachers designed stations with 
games and projects linked to their 
subject areas.

“It’s a way for students to engage 
with teachers in a different way,” 
said middle and high school principal 
Christine Tripp. “A big part of STEAM 
Night is that it encourages our students’ 
creativity and ability to think critically.”

The formula used for Math and 
STEAM Nights at La Conner Schools 
will be employed again in 2025. Plans 
are afoot for the district to hold a 
Literacy Night this winter.

That event will focus on the ability to 
read, write, speak, listen and communi-
cate effectively.

Given the district’s current focus on 
its reading comprehension programs, 
Literacy Night planning will no doubt 
gather steam in the weeks ahead.

Full STEAM ahead for knowledge
LEARNING LIFE LESSONS — La Conner High School business math student Lilly Dougliss (center) explains how to write a 
personal check during STEAM Night at La Conner High School on Nov. 20. � — Photo by Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Weekly News $200,000 Challenge
Curious? See Page 2 for details!

By Anne Basye

In veterinary school, Dr. Amber Itle learned to 
“look for horses, not zebras” when examining an 
animal. 

She means “horses” are common, endemic diseas-
es seen often in clinics, while “zebras” are one-offs, 
“the ones nobody is looking for.” 

As in bird flu, aka, “highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza” (HPAI). As Washington’s State Veterinarian, 
Itle and her regional veterinary staff are working to 
keep this “zebra” away from domestic birds, cattle 
and people. 

The risk of HPAI transmissions increases in the 
fall as migratory birds return. But unlike the winter 
of 2022-2023, local hunters are not seeing evidence 
of HPAI among wild birds, says La Conner resident 
Larry McCormick. Statewide, only eight wild bird 
infections have been confirmed, all in Clark County. 

Since HPAI was first detected, 50 backyard and 
two commercial poultry flocks have been infected, 
according to Itle’s employer, the Washington State 

Local cow 
herds free 
of bird flu

All elections in Skagit County and the state’s 
10th Legislative District were long settled when the 
counties certified Nov. 5 election results yesterday, 
Nov. 26. 

State Sen. Ron Muzzall’s (R-Oak Harbor) was 
re-elected to the LD 10 Senate seat. His margin 
after Snohomish County election staff counted bal-
lots Monday was 2%, 50.9% to 48.9%, and 1,798 
votes ahead of Island County Commissioner Janet 
St. Clair He has led by increasingly large margins 
since the third day. This race had the highest voter 
turnout among the three LD 10 seats, 89,946 total 
votes, over 900 more than in the Shavers-Kennedy 

Skagit County election 
results certified Nov. 26
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Opinion

– Ken Stern

From the editor — 
Analysis — 386 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 3 weeks till the paper closes

Tomorrow is Thanksgiving. How can we be thankful together, 
as families, as communities, as a nation? Thanksgiving, along with 
July 4th, are the foundational American holidays. Thanksgiving is 
more than bedrock: the holiday honors English-speaking Europeans 
surviving and starting to take root on the Massachusetts shore of what 
would become the United States. 

Thanksgiving. By definition giving thanks is plural, communal. 
It recognizes the others in the community, those we are showing 
appreciation for the help they have given to us. We are thankful, 
thanking you for what you have provided to us.

This is a holiday of traveling to family and friends across town or 
across the country. This is the cliché holiday of sitting down with the 
ornery uncle or the outlying sister who doesn’t fit the family mode or 
attitudes or philosophies or politics. Yet we are to gather, bow heads 
and perhaps hold hands and give thanks before the bounty set before 
the gathering. 

What is a nation of some 340 million people to do? Perhaps the 
greatest gift of what is truly the Trump era – these past nine years and 
going forward to the next four – is the start of an honest assessment 
of ourselves – or an unavoidable recognition of the deep divides of 
our society. From sea to shining sea people have willingly gravitated 
toward their heartfelt philosophical and value-based peers. The one 
common agreement seems to be there is great mistrust and lack of 
belief in the positions of the other side. A corollary is the futility of 
attempts to bridge the chasm.

So, another, older mask than the ones we wore from 2020 through 
2022, has been ripped off. We do not get along and we do not want to 
get along with those with whom we disagree.

There are increasingly two versions of life in the United States. 
During the pandemic, people were for or against COVID-19 vacci-
nations. We believe or do not believe in climate change. Immigrants 
are overrunning our borders or reform is long overdue. This year’s 
elections are fair – but they can turn fraudulent if the vote doesn’t go 
our way. The one certainty is that people are certain of their position 
and that those opposing them are deeply wrong.

Perhaps a resolution is that there is no resolution. These are circles 
that cannot be squared. How do we get to together when we don’t 
want to be together? How can we be thankful for our past or this pres-
ent moment when we do not share a common understanding of the 
conditions before us or the history that brought us to this day? 

If in being honest with ourselves and each other we find mountains 
and deserts separate us and there is a lack of interest and will to either 
cross to the other side or help the other side cross over, that might be 
a good thing, the beginning of finding common ground in stating our 
lack of common interests.

If we do not recognize and define a common struggle and a shared, 
necessary path toward a solution, we cannot provide assistance or 
travel together toward shared public health or sustainability or mutual 
governance.

If national leaders and local neighbors have unrelenting versions of 
incompatible realities, maybe this is the holiday, the season and the 
year to stop forcing attempts at compatibility.

Rather than mouth pieties that we do not mean and will not follow, 
let us be grateful for those we do not agree with and cannot under-
stand for the juxtaposition of their reality to ours. 

That might be the start of a true, if separate, peace.

Gathering for Thanksgiving

The La Conner Weekly News will continue in 2025 only if its 
readers become its funders. To assist those who will have to provide 
the major dollars needed, here is this incentive: For every $100,000 
donated to the La Conner Community News organization, I will add 
$10,000.

There are 10 households in our Valley that can invest $20,000 each 
and 20 households that can offer $10,000 to ensure the future of the 
community’s weekly newspaper. Now is the time to decide and to do 
that.

These will be the heroes among us for maintaining a major thread 
that holds the fabric of La Conner together. That is another aspect that 
makes this place special. 

To paraphrase: “Now is the time for all good people to come to the 
aid of their community.” Don’t do this for me. Do this for each other.

Call Andrew Ashmore at 208-262-1238 for details.

The $200,000 challenge

By Michael J. Socolow
University of Maine

Most people agree that actual 
facts matter – in such activities as 
debate, discussion and reporting. 
Once facts are gathered, verified 
and distributed, informed deci-
sion-making can proceed in such 
important exercises as voting.

But what happens when import-
ant, verified facts are published 
and broadcast widely, yet the 
resulting impact proves under-
whelming – or even meaningless? 
If vital facts fail to affect the news 
audiences they intend to inform?

This is the conundrum facing 
American journalism after Nov. 
5, 2024.

As a former journalist and 
a scholar of media effects on 
history, I know from both my 
experience and my research that 
even the most ethical and accurate 
reporting can have limited impact. 
Too often, critics and scholars 
assume that providing what they 
perceive to be the “right” infor-
mation, while carefully policing 
“misinformation,” can solve the 
informational challenges in demo-
cratic governance.

But reality is not that simple.
Historical examples abound of 

American news consumers being 
presented with verified facts about 
controversial figures or events, 
only to have the excellent journal-
ism have little to no effect.
Bitter – and unfounded – 

complaints
In the run-up to the war in 

Iraq in 2003, for example, one 
newspaper chain distinguished 
itself with ethical, skeptical 
reporting on the reality of whether 
Iraq possessed weapons of mass 
destruction, as the Bush adminis-
tration asserted.

Despite their careful and 
accurate approach, there’s little 
evidence the reporters at Knight-
Ridder convinced their bosses, 
their audiences or national poli-
ticians that their eventually vin-
dicated framing of the issues was 
more accurate than the sensational 
and eventually largely discredited 
stories in The New York Times. In 
retrospect, the facts were ignored 
and misinformation disastrously 
informed the citizenry.

The question of journalistic 
quality and its impact or influence 
in current events has again arisen 
due to the election of Donald 
Trump on Nov. 5, 2024.

Numerous media critics and 
academics have argued that 
American journalism failed to 
sufficiently inform the citizenry 
of Trump’s malfeasance and 
his clear and present danger to 
American constitutionalism and 
democracy. Some bitterly com-
plained that “the legacy media” 
were complicit in the “relentless 
normalization” of Trump’s “ex-
tremism, madness and ugliness.” 
Others blamed Trump’s victory 
on journalism’s collective failure 
“to make a persuasive case for 
democracy” when confronted by 
Trump’s “extreme, authoritarian 
agenda.”

“Horse-race coverage is back in 
full force,” wrote The Intercept’s 
James Risen in August, “and the 
threat Trump poses to democracy 
is now an afterthought.”

Yet two months before Risen 
wrote that, The New York Times 
published a detailed enumeration 
of Trump’s proposed policies and 
explained with precision how they 
violated basic constitutional and 

democratic norms of governance. 
Even press critic Margaret 
Sullivan, once the Times’ in-
house journalism critic, credited 
the newspaper with publishing 
such impressively detailed and 
specific reportage.

But Sullivan also argued that 
“too often, the coverage of Trump 
has been an embarrassing failure 
– sanewashing his lunacy, falsely 
equating him to his traditional 
rivals or treating him as some sort 
of amusing sideshow.”

‘Widely reported’ and 
broadcast

You can easily find journal-
istic examples of accurate and 
fact-based reportage about Trump 
throughout autumn 2024.

Numerous stories appeared, 
in everything from USA To-
day, which warned readers just 
three days before the election of 
Trump’s desire to unconstitu-
tionally “deploy U.S. troops to 
combat ‘the enemy within,’” to 
ABC News World News Tonight, 
which ran packages on several 
unconstitutional and authoritarian 
aspects of Trump’s plans if elect-
ed, including Trump’s announce-
ment that he’d be a “dictator on 
day one” if elected.

And during his first term in 
office, Trump’s behavior – and 
his illegality – was covered 
extensively. The American public 
learned that he interfered with the 
presidential election in Georgia, 
he did not properly pay his taxes 
or file appropriate regulatory 
paperwork, he cheated on his 
wife with an adult film actress, he 
incited a riot aimed at preventing 
the peaceful transfer of power, he 
dodged the draft in Vietnam with 
spurious bone spurs, he insulted 
America’s war dead in Europe 
and he is charged with violating 
the law when he took top secret 
federal documents and hid them 
in his home in Florida, among 
other acts.

Trump also was found liable 
by a jury for sexual abuse and he 
was earlier caught on a recording 
talking about grabbing women’s 
genitalia.

All of this information about 
the president-elect was widely re-
ported and broadcast by credible, 
established news organizations 
in the United States. Such ethical 
and professional reporting has 
played a role in his lawyer and a 
top financial official at his com-
pany being convicted and serving 
jail time, with additional serial re-
portage continuing throughout the 
series of court cases that occurred 
over the past two years. I would 
guess almost every American 
knows that Trump is currently a 
convicted felon.
News media did their job

Yet despite such constant and 
widespread coverage, it failed 
to dent Trump’s popularity with 
the American people. For some 
critics, this was seen as clear ev-
idence of journalistic failure; for 
surely if the citizens realized “the 
truth” about Trump, his career 
would be over.

Yet that’s not how the news 
process works.

Now that Trump secured over 
75 million votes on Nov. 5, 2024, 
you can say with certainty that 
millions of Americans who know 
that Trump is a threat to democra-
cy and constitutional governance 
still elected to vote for him.

It’s likely that women who have 
been sexually assaulted voted for 

him, knowing he’s sexually as-
saulted women. Business owners 
who pay their taxes and abide 
by legal and regulatory filings 
know that Trump has evaded both 
obligations – and still voted for 
him. Military servicemen and 
servicewomen who know what 
Trump has said about their dead 
predecessors and heroes such as 
John McCain still voted for him.

Millions of well-informed, 
moral, ethical and law-abiding 
Americans who know all about 
Trump’s behaviors, malfeasance 
and illegalities and his threat to 
democracy and constitutionality, 
voted for him.

Somehow, despite reading and 
absorbing verified truths and ac-
curate reports about Trump, their 
voting behavior failed to match 
their knowledge.

That’s not the fault of the news 
media. They did their job.

Perhaps Maslow’s Hierarchy 
of Needs best explains why so 
many news consumers who were 
informed of Trump’s malfeasance 
voted for him. Here’s how that 
hierarchy works: Long before we 
can satisfy our desire to live mor-
ally, ethically and with spiritual 
meaning, Maslow reasoned that 
physiological needs – e.g., food 
and shelter, safety and security, 
employment and health – must 
be met.

So just as the COVID-19 
pandemic threatened health and 
job security, the rising price of 
food, medicine and housing 
destabilized people’s sense of 
security. To seriously consider 
Trump’s behavior or morality, or 
the way he seemingly threatened 
democratic governance and the 
constitutional order almost four 
years ago, would seem a luxury 
for families who can’t afford to 
buy an overpriced ramshackle 
house or old used car.

For most Americans, 
Washington, D.C., is distant 
from their local grocery store and 
although inflation has diminished, 
many Americans seem to have 
voted on the memory of the less 
expensive world that existed 
during Trump’s presidency.

Rein in expectations
Perhaps the most useful lesson 

a journalist can learn is humility.
Being more realistic and mod-

est about the ultimate influence of 
any factual and verified report – 
no matter how sensational or vital 
to national security – might help 
lessen disappointment if audi-
ences fail to receive the news as 
intended and act accordingly.

You can lead a horse to water, 
but you can’t make it drink. The 
media can repeatedly publish or 
broadcast numerous disqualifying 
truths about a politician, but they 
can’t ensure the prevention of his 
or her election. Journalists need to 
understand how distributing true 
and useful information out into 
the world can be its own reward-
ing service – no matter what 
happens next.

Ultimately, the First 
Amendment protects the right 
of journalists to report, publish 
and broadcast, but it can’t force 
citizens to read, listen, absorb or 
learn. In that sense, journalism 
didn’t fail us – we failed 
journalism. 

Socolow is a professor of 
communication and journalism 
at the University of Maine. 
Published Nov. 8, 2024, in The 
Conversation. Republished by a 
Creative Commons license. 

Journalists provided election facts; 
citizens voted with eyes wide shut

SEE PAGE 3 FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Skagit Board of County Commissioners are drafting the 2025 
county budget. Comments are sought ahead of plans to pass it at the 
commissioners meeting Dec. 9 at  11:30 a.m.

A public hearing to consider the budget is Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, 
at 10:00 a.m. Written comment will be accepted through the close 
of the hearing. Emailed comments may be sent to commissioners@
co.skagit.wa.us and mailed letters to 1800 Continental Place, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273.

For questions or additional information, contact the commissioners’ 
office: 360-416-1300, commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us.

Download the budget: skagitcounty.net/Departments/BudgetFi-
nance/2025Budget.htm.

Skagit County seeks public 
input on 2025 draft budget
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Government

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

The nursery is
packed to the rafters
with excellent gift

and decorating ideas!

Special event
this Saturday,

november 26th

viSit with FatheR chRiStMaS
10am - 3pm

come in your holiday finest and bring your cameras to take your own,

or allow us to take keepsake photos, complete with red sleigh.

no reservations required.

Fresh Hot Cider!

Living Christmas Trees, Fresh Wreaths & Garlands ~

Open
9-5 Daily

"People's Choice"
Award-Winner

443458-1

Come in your holiday finest and bring your cameras
to take your own photos, complete with red sleigh.

30th

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Coffee
Tea

Cocoa
SCONES

106 S. 1st St

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Open mic
Last Wed. 

of every month 
5:00 – 7:30 pm

December 7th, 2024
Breakfast 8-11 am

Santa will be there, so
bring your camera for family photos!

Kiwanis Holiday Craft Fair 9am-3pm

Maple Hall
103 Commercial Street

La Conner

Composite
fences & Gates

20-Year Limited Warranty
Low Maintenance
Termite & Pest Proof

Now available at:

2600 Cedardale Rd, Mount Vernon | 360.424.4548 | soundcedar.com

OBITUARY

Bonita Kay Baker 

Bonita Kay Baker, affection-
ately known as Bonnie, passed 
away at 63 on Nov. 17, 2024, at 
Skagit Valley Hospital in Mount 
Vernon. 

Born on April 21, 1961, in 
Boston, Mass., to Newton D. and 
Diane Lee Baker, she spent her 
formative years in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where she developed a 
fondness for Skyline Chili and 
Graeter’s ice cream.

Bonnie’s adventurous spir-
it shone through her love for 
cycling, which saw her take 
a three-week break from her 

busy schedule to ride across the 
United States. Her passion for 
challenges extended to triathlons, 
where she not only completed an 
Ironman distance but also qual-
ified and competed in the World 
Championships as a master’s 
competitor. 

Bonnie’s culinary skills were 
another of her joys, often sharing 
her latest creations with friends. 
Her two beloved Bouvier dogs, 
Kenny and Ulee, were a signifi-
cant part of her life, often accom-
panying her and her husband on 
walks in the local dog parks.

An accomplished academic, 
Bonnie graduated from Illinois 
Wesleyan with a bachelor’s de-
gree in nursing, and later earned 
her doctorate with honors from 
Creighton University School of 
Medicine. She completed her 
Internal Medicine residency and 
fellowship in pulmonary disease 
and critical care at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico School of 
Medicine. 

As a triple board-certified doc-
tor, Bonnie dedicated her career 
to caring for the most critically 
ill patients, often working long 
hours due to a shortage of pulm-
onologists. She was a member of 
the American Board of Internal 
Medicine and a Fellow of the 
American College of Chest 
Physicians.

On June 17, 2006, Bonnie 
married Corey Stout in Telluride, 
Colo., and the couple shared a 
love for biking, exploring the 
roads around their first home in 
Albuquerque, N.M.

Bonnie is survived by her 
husband, Corey Stout; her sisters, 
Tamara Baker (Peter Keller) 
and Celinda Chandler (Jeff); her 
niece, Madison Chandler; her 
nephew, Logan Chandler; and 
her stepmother, Camilla Baker. 
She will be deeply missed by her 
family and friends. 

A celebration of life ceremony 
will be held in the spring, with 
details to be announced.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Job well done: 
thanks, Ken

If I remember correctly, in one 
month you will be officially re-
tired from the La Conner Weekly 
News. If that is so, I wanted to 
tell you how much I appreciate 
your editorials and will miss 
them once the newspaper is in 
someone else’s hands. Although 
I’ve only been a subscriber for 
a short time, I found the entire 
newspaper informative and 
well worth the read. I have my 
fellow League of Women Voters 
members, Wende Sanderson and 
Barbara Carson, to thank for 
encouraging me to subscribe. I 
know they, too, will miss you.

Wishing you a well-
deserved rest and much joy in 
your retirement.

With gratitude,
Mary Jane Golden
Mount Vernon

John Cline’s letter 
lacked civility

Re Mr. John Cline’s very 
uncivil letter to the editor in the 
Nov. 20 edition (“The incredible 
shrinking newspaper editor”). 
It sounded like a school boy’s 
triumphant “neener, neener, 
neener.” Of course, what else can 
we expect from Trump support-
ers? They can’t just win, they 
have to rub it in with sarcasm 
and name-calling.

It is to be hoped that one day, 
in the near future, Mr. Cline and 
his ilk are as adversely affected 
by Trump’s insane lies and truly 
heinous cabinet nominees as the 
rest of us will be. Maybe they 
will then realize the error of their 
vote for the chaos a Trump ad-
ministration will rain down upon 
us all as we completely lose our 
democracy, perhaps forever. God 
help us, America!

In conclusion, Mr. Stern, in 
my opinion you have done a very 

fine job as owner/publisher/ed-
itor of this paper, and I am sure 
many La Connerites will miss 
you and your opinions. I certain-
ly will! Your stewardship has 
been principled and courageous 
throughout your tenure. Thank 
you and best wishes.

Stephanie Babcock
Shelter Bay

Defending great 
local reporting

John Cline’s letter to the editor 
calling Ken Stern’s editorial 
(“The incredible shrinking news-
paper editor,” Nov. 20) “shrill 
ideologue” and cheering his 
retirement was appalling. The La 
Conner Weekly news is our only 
local source and Ken had done 
an admirable job. He has kept 
us informed and gives a voice to 
all who are lucky enough to live 
here. 

Ken’s editorials are insightful, 
informative and as editor, he 
has a right to express his own 
opinions, whether you agree with 
them or not. We will become 
another of the thousands of local 
newspapers disappearing, leav-
ing us all in the dark. 

Why don’t you step up John 
Cline and become the editor? 
You can promote Donald Trump 
and explain to all of us what 
“logical, valid, righteous and 
positive reasons” a convicted 
felon, rapist, white supremacist 
malignant narcissist should be 
running our country. 

One of the first things on his 

revenge agenda will be to go 
after any media that opposes him 
for starters. 

The truth will set us free. 
Sylvia Pippen
La Conner

Israeli war is 
simply barbaric

From our wonderful La Conner 
Swinomish Library I checked 
out “An Indigenous Peoples’ 
History of the United States” by 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. Not a 
happy read, but edifying. Chapter 
four, “Bloody Footprints,” begins 
with a quote from historian John 
Grenier’s “The First Way of War.” 

“For the first 200 years of our 
military heritage, then, Americans 
depended on arts of war that con-
temporary professional soldiers 
supposedly abhorred: razing and 
destroying enemy villages and 
fields; killing enemy women and 
children; raiding settlements for 
captives; intimidating and brutal-
izing enemy noncombatants; and 
assassinating enemy leaders”.

For those of you who have been 
following Israeli actions in Gaza, 
the West Bank and Lebanon, 
these words might ring a bell.

If not now, when will we learn?
And, sheesh! John Cline is an 

example of “the poor winner.” 
Ha! I wonder if Trump’s appalling 
appointments have shaken his 
zeal. Probably not. Elect someone 
who acts a clown, expect a circus 
and the stands full.

Jai Boreen
La Conner

Final issue of 
the Weekly 

News is Dec. 
18, 2024

By Bill Reynolds

Only 26 shopping days remain 
until Christmas. But another 
significant deadline looms even 
sooner. 

The Town of La Conner will 
hold its second public workshop 
on proposed revitalization of 
the four-acre former south end 
industrial zone on Dec. 11 at 6 
p.m. at Maple Hall. 

That’s just two weeks away. 
Draft concepts for the area 

will be presented.
Planning Director Michael 

Davolio confirmed that a 
spokesperson for property own-
er Triton America, whose focus 
is aviation, has been invited to 
all meetings addressing south 
end redevelopment. 

“The owner’s representative 
has met twice with the Town,” 
Assistant Planner Ajah Eills told 
planning commissioners at their 

Nov. 19 meeting. “We hope to 
have a third meeting.” 

The property south of Town 
Hall and west of the South Third 
Street public parking lot has 
been underutilized for decades, 
since the closure and demolition 
of the old San Juan Island pea 
cannery building and decision 
by British Petroleum to vacate 
the Moore-Clark fish feed plant. 

Consultant Tom Beckwith and 
his team have craft revitalization 
scenarios, relying heavily upon 
responses to a survey available 
online since September. That 
data will probably be reviewed 
at the Dec. 3 planning commis-
sion meeting, Eills said. 

Zoning changes will like-
ly be made to encourage 
development.

Eills anticipates strategies for 
financing any south end redevel-
opment to be addressed at the 
Dec. 11 forum. 

Public forum set Dec. 11 
on town’s south-end plan

By Bill Reynolds

Jerry George vowed for sever-
al months that a draft La Conner 
Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plan would be 
completed by year’s end. 

The town’s Emergency 
Management Commission 
approved and sent the 36-page 
document to the town council at 
its Nov. 19 meeting. 

It includes a risk assessment 
for potential natural disasters and 
spells out emergency response 
procedures, operations and com-
munications policies. 

Ironically, the hour-long ses-
sion at Maple Hall was held just 
ahead of a bomb cyclone that hit 
the Puget Sound region. 

George noted that a winter 

storm here several years ago 
snapped off a tree that crashed 
onto former emergency manage-
ment commissioner Jim White’s 
pickup truck. George’s point was 
that disasters and emergencies 
can strike anyone anywhere and 
at any time. 

Thus, the value of neighbor-
hood mapping, the focus of most 
of the meeting.

Neighborhood mapping is 
designed to assist first responders 
in emergency situations. 

“It identifies the special needs 
and specific skills of everyone in 
the neighborhood,” said George. 
“While preparing for disaster 
responses, neighbors meet with 
one another and recover some 
of the closeness that was lost to 
COVID-19.” 

Town council gets emergency 
response plan for its review



contest.
Incumbent LD 10 State Reps. 

Clyde Shavers (D-Oak Harbor, 
Pos. 1) and Dave Paul (D-Oak 
Harbor, Pos. 2) won by wide 
margins.

Shavers has 53.2% and leads 
by 5,866 votes against Republi-

can Carrie Kennedy. Paul gained 
53.7% and is 6,644 votes up on 
Republican Gary Wray.

Incumbent Skagit County 
Commissioners Ron Wesen and 
Peter Browning also increased 
their margins of victory with 
every ballot count since election 
day. Wesen leads Hope Island 
resident Rylee Fleury with 62.6% 
and by 15,815 votes. First elect-
ed in 2008, Wesen’s next term 
will be his fifth. 

Browning has a 13,235 vote 
lead, 60.4%, against Mount 
Vernon Councilmember Richard 
Brocksmith. This will be his 
second term. 

Legislative District 10 com-
prises Skagit County’s southwest 
portion, the northwest corner of 
Snohomish County and Island 
County 

Island County again led turn-
out, with 82.4% of voters casting 
ballots.

In Skagit County 79.8%, 
70,912 of the county’s 88,818 
registered voters, cast ballots. 

Snohomish County was close 
behind, at 79.5% voter turnout. 
County staff finished counting 
ballots Monday.

In the three counties over 
545,900 ballots were counted. 

Voter turnout statewide was 
78.8%, almost 4 million of just 
over 5 million registered voters.

The Weekly News went to 
press before final ballot counts 
were announced.

The Secretary of State’s office 
will certify all elections by Dec. 
5.
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Sports and School

Open Daily to Everyone     •    Downtown Mount Vernon    •    skagitfoodcoop.com

Learn how your purchase helps give backDIG IN!
Save on ALL Field Day 
items all month long!

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

www.portofskagit.com     |     360 757 0011

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation

 

And so much more…..

Election results
. . . (from page 1)

By Bill Reynolds

Having all five starters return to 
the La Conner High School girls’ 
basketball team should help the 
program tackle a tough 2024-25 
schedule.

“It feels like we’ve joined the 
Northwest 1A/2A/3A League this 
year as we play Ferndale, Mount 
Vernon, Anacortes, Lakewood, 
Burlington-Edison, Bellingham 
and Blaine,” La Conner head 
coach Joe Harper told the Weekly 
News on Saturday.

But Harper sees the tough 
non-conference slate in positive 
terms ahead of La Conner’s chase 
for a 2B playoff berth.

“I think this is good for us as 
we will be challenged against 
these larger schools and that 
should prepare us for the post-
season should we be fortunate 
enough to get there,” he said.

La Conner will bank on its 
speed and athleticism during the 
upcoming campaign.

“We really hope to be fast and 
move the ball up court with tem-
po,” Harper said.

The Braves open the season at 
home at 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, 
opposite Ferndale. Junior varsity 
tipoff is 1 p.m. with the varsity 
clash to follow.

In addition to the tough non-
league schedule, Harper antici-
pates a rigorous NW2B/1B race.

“Mount Vernon Christian has 
moved up to 2B this year so 
both games against them will 
count in the standings,” he said. 
“They are always a top team in 
the state, and they are very well 
coached. Friday Harbor had a 
fantastic season last year and 
really challenged us in the three 

games we played against them. 
Coupeville will have a senior 
strong roster and some of those 
girls just took home a fourth-
place trophy at (the) volleyball 
state (tournament), so confidence 
is running high with them.”

But La Conner, coming off a 
13-7 record a year ago, likewise 
has reason to feel confident enter-
ing the season.

“We are very fortunate to have 
all five returning starters from last 
year and I think that creates some 
stability as we move forward,” 
Harper said. “We had a great off-
season attending the BnB Camp 
and we’ve noticed improvement 
across the board. I’m excited 
to see how these young women 
perform this season.”

Among the team’s key return-
ers are point guard Shaniquah 
Casey and shooting guard Maeve 
McCormick.

“Both players had solid years 
last year and we hope to build on 
that momentum going into this 
season,” said Harper. “Maeve has 
a scorer’s mentality and when 
hot she can take over a game. 
Shaniquah brings a calming 
presence to the team and never 
gets too high or too low.”

Newcomers include 

eighth-graders Isla Jones, Mia 
Delage and Faith Jenkins who 
will vie for either varsity or junior 
varsity playing time.

“All three should be big 
contributors for years to come,” 
Harper said

The ’24-25 Braves will focus 
on the program’s values system 
of integrity, courage, citizenship, 
respect and accountability.

“We need to have a team-first 
attitude and we need to celebrate 
the success of others,” Harper 
said. “I really like the group we 
have this year and there seems 
to be a different feel and attitude 
around our practices that we need 
to build on.”

Harper hopes his team’s mar-
quee schedule and deep roster 
will attract large crowds to Landy 
James Gym this winter.

“I would love to see the com-
munity attend our games as well 
as the boys’ games this year,” 
Harper said. “It helps to have 
their support, and the players 
really feed off the energy of a full 
house.”

By Bill Reynolds

Despite returning four starters, 
the La Conner High School boys’ 
basketball team will sport a new 
look this winter.

The Braves will don new home 
and away jerseys with a tribal mo-
tif and red accents, harkening to 
the 1970s, along with backpacks 
bearing the player’s number and 
the district’s stylish blue thunder-
bird logo.

Second-year head coach Lance 
Lopez, who guided La Conner 
to a 16-8 mark and state regional 
berth last season, said the varsity 
squad will make its much antic-
ipated fashion statement when 
the team opens its “home-heavy” 
2024-25 schedule at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 2, opposite non-
league foe Blaine at Landy James 
Gym. 

Lopez, with assistance from 
John Howe, told the Weekly 
News that the Braves are looking 
sharp in their preseason practice 
gear as well.

“The kids have come in in 
better shape this year,” said 
Lopez. “Our practices have been 
fast paced with quite a bit of 
conditioning and they’ve built 
stamina.”

Increased stamina symbolizes 
La Conner’s goal of making a 
deep post-season run in ’24-25. 
The team reached the state 2B 
round of 16 a year ago, losing 
a tight loser-out game to Adna. 
Now the Braves are shooting 
for a spot in the trophy round in 
Spokane’s Hardwood Classic the 
first weekend of March.

Doing so would add 2025 to the 
gymnasium banner listing years 
the Braves have secured state 
hardware.

“Ideally, it’s about getting to 
Spokane, playing on Saturday, 
and putting another number on 

the banner,” Lopez said.
To do so, La Conner will rely 

on big seasons from returning 
starters C.J. Edwards, Brayden 
Pedroza, Tyler Cicotte and Corran 
Eisen, plus contributions from 
Jarrett Hatch, who played a key 
reserve role last year.

“C.J. is our gas pedal, he keeps 
us going,” Lopez said. “Brayden 
is a strong shooter and scorer. 
Tyler will do what he does, 
providing a presence on offense 
and defense. And Corran played 
(Amateur Athletic Union) ball 
over the summer and really upped 
his game. It’s a lot easier when 
you have four starters back.” 

The Braves will also benefit 
from the return of senior guard 
Christian Fix, who was sidelined 
by a knee injury last season, 
and the emergence of athletic 
wings Jimbo Bobb and Hadden 
Zimmerman.

“You’ll see us do a lot more 
things,” Lopez said. “We’ll 
have more sets on offense and 
defensively we’ll do more with 
backcourt pressure and trapping. 
We want to get out and go.”

The team concept is at the cen-
ter of what the Braves do in daily 
workouts, he said.

“Our slogan this year is ‘fami-
ly,’” he said. “Every day we meet 
under the state banner. It’s been 
a few years since we’ve put a 
number up there and we want to 
change that.”

A favorable home schedule 
could help.

“We were road warriors last 
year,” Lopez said. “We were gone 
a lot.”

Important home dates are 
Jan. 14, when La Conner hosts 
Concrete in a Youth Night and 
Coaches versus Cancer pairing, 
and Jan. 24 for Senior Night 
festivities in conjunction with a 
tipoff against Darrington.

La Conner boys return with 
core of 2023 regional teamGirls bring 

back fast, 
athletic 
starters

La Conner Braves basketball preview —

BALANCE POINT — La Conner High School players Kiona Jenkins 
(foreground) and Maddy Miller perform a footwork agility drill during 
preseason practice at Landy James Gym last Wednesday.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds
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Arts and Entertainment

HERALDING
CHRISTMAS 2024

Dr. Yvette Burdick, Conductor
Friday, December 13th, 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 15th, 2:00 PM

www.skagitvalleychorale.org

McIntyre Hall
Performing Arts & Conference Center

2501 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon, WA

Tickets:
$20, $30 Box Seats

Students/Military/Groups/Seniors $18
www.mcintyrehall.org

Box Office: 360-416-7727

Winter with you...

A Family Concert
& Children’s Music Fair
Sunday, January 26, 2025

McIntyre Hall, Mount Vernon

The 
Composer 

is Dead
music by Nathaniel Stookey with 

text by Lemony Snicket

Event Details 
skagitsymphony.com 

Adults $15, Children $5

Symphony  
Gift Certificates 
make great gifts! 

finefeatheredfriends@wavecable.com 
www.fine-featheredfriends.com

101 N 1st St #5, La Conner
360.399.1610 

OPEN 10 to 5 Daily 

Theater Arts Guild presents 
“The Secret Garden, the 
Musical” with performances on 
Dec. 6-8, 12-15 and 19-21 at the 
Lincoln Theatre 712 S. First St., 
Mount Vernon. Advance reserved 
seating tickets: $34 1st section; 
$32 2nd section; $26 3rd section; 
$20 4th section plus applicable 
fees. Discount night Dec. 12: $20 
all seats plus applicable fees. 
Tickets online at lincolntheatre.
org/live-theatre-secret-garden-
musical.

La Conner Swinomish Library 
offers holiday ukulele classes, 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Dec. 5, 12, 19. Learn to play easy 
two- and three-chord songs with 
Simme Bobrosky.

Calling all artists and crafters. 
La Conner Kiwanis will host their 
annual Holiday Craft Show in 
conjunction with the Rotary Santa 
Breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
in Maple Hall. The craft show will 
run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This 
event is a fundraiser to support 
the Kiwanis Club of La Conner. 
Space is limited. For booth infor-
mation, email joyzneal@yahoo.
com.

My Adult & Me: A Winter 
Holiday Card-Making 
“Craftaganza” with Kayla 
Williams, 1-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at Museum of Northwest 
Art, 121 S. First St., Ages 5 and 
up (all children under 16 must 
be accompanied by an adult). 
All supplies provided. Cost: $39 
adult and child pair. Members get 
10% off at checkout. Register at 
www.monamuseum.org/events/
craftaganza-2024.

La Conner Swinomish Library. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday; 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday; 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. Closed 
Sunday. Events: www.laconner 
swinomishlibrary.org/events-1-1.

A&E BRIEFS
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 

11am - 5pm
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

For Your Continued: 
            ~ Patronage
            ~ Generosity
            ~ Commitment

Which allows us to provide 
support to women, girls and
 families in our community

Happy Thanksgiving

We Give Thanks: 
            ~ Customers
            ~ Donors
            ~ Volunteers

Non-Profit

You can find these woodpeck-
ers in coniferous and mixed 
forests in this region. 

Their consistent and quiet 
drumming on trees will give 
them away, and so do the small 
holes all in a row. They wait 
until the sap runs out, then return 
to feed on sap-trapped insects. 
Hummingbirds have been known 
to get a free meal from the sap 
and insects, too.

During winter time they are 
quiet, eat insects and berries. In 
spring, they excavate a hole just 
for their nest. During this time, 
we have heard them drum on 
our mailbox in order to attract a 
female. It’s similar behavior to 
what the northern flicker male 
does on metal roofs and chim-
neys. 

Text and photo by Rosi Jansen, 
Fine Feathered Friends

Red-breasted sapsucker

By Jean Markert
Library director

November is the month to be 
thankful and the library has so 
much to be thankful for. First, 
we are so thankful for all our 

faithful patrons. It is such a 
joy to see each and every one 
of you in the library attending 
programs, checking out books, 
working on homework or just 
simply relaxing with a good 
friend or a good book. We are 
also thankful for the amazing 
support we continue to receive 
from our community who 
helped us build our beautiful 
new library and continues to 
support us through our fund-
raising efforts and donations. 

We are thankful for our partner-
ship with the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community, who support 
us both financially and by 
partnering with us on program-
ming. We look forward to an 
even stronger partnership in the 
coming year.

Personally, I am very thank-
ful for my amazing staff; with-
out them this library would not 
be the special place it is. Thank 
you all for making everyone 
feel welcome and for keep-
ing things running smoothly. 
Finally, we are thankful for our 
library and foundation boards 
for keeping the vision of this 
library alive.

We are also grateful for our 
events. The La Conner Library 
Foundation hosted another 

wonderful Tiny Trees event this 
year. We had a great evening of 
food, fun and tiny trees. Thank 
you to everyone who attended 
to make this night so special.

Coming up, on Dec. 9 from 
6:30-7:30 p.m., we partner 
with Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community to host a computer 
basics class. This class requires 
pre-registration so please call 
the library at 360-466-3352 to 
sign up. Computers are provid-
ed.

Dec. 10, we have an interac-
tive ukulele concert from 1-2 
p.m.. This group is always fun, 
so make sure to put this concert 
on your calendar and bring you 
ukulele if you have one.

Kids, Santa is coming to visit 
the library on Dec. 10. He will 
arrive at 5:30 p.m. to read “The 
Night Before Christmas,” take 
photos and to hear all of the 
special Christmas wishes. He 
will even have a special gift for 
each child who attends. Be sure 
to spread the word!

Lego Club will meet on Dec. 
13 from 3-4 p.m.. Come do a 
challenge build or just have fun 
creating with Legos.

Keep an eye on our website 
for even more fun events com-
ing up.

Library HappeningsLibrary Happenings
Library has much thanks to give

TINY TREE, GIGANTIC SUPPORT – Saturday’s Tiny Tree Auction 
fundraiser at Maple Hall packed the place. The theme and purpose 
this year was: “Opening Windows to the World: A fundraiser to benefit 
La Conner Swinomish Library’s digital future.” This was the La Conner 
Soroptimists’ tiny tree package.                                     – Photo by Ken Stern
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SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00491-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

MICHAEL W. 
LOVERN, DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.

Date of first publication: 
November 13, 2024
Jeff K. Lovern
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
ANDREW C. SCHUH, 

WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 13, 
20, and 27, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR KING COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF 
JANET F. 

ROSENBERGER,
DECEASED.

CASE NO.: 24-4-07763-1 
KNT

NONPROBATE 
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.42.030)
The notice agent named 

below has elected to give 
notice to creditors of the 
above-named decedent. 
As of the date of the filing 
of a copy of this notice 
with the court, the notice 
agent has no knowledge 
of any other person acting 
as notice agent or of the 
appointment of a personal 
representative of the dece-
dent’s estate in the state of 
Washington. According to 
the records of the court as 
are available on the date of 
the filing of this notice with 
the court, a cause number 
regarding the decedent has 
not been issued to any other 
notice agent and a personal 

representative of the dece-
dent’s estate has not been 
appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the notice agent or the no-
tice agent’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court in which the no-
tice agent’s declaration and 
oath were filed. The claim 
must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty 
days after the notice agent 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice. If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.42.050 and 11.42.060. 
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

November 13, 2024.
The notice agent declares 

under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the State 
of Washington on October 
31, 2024, that the foregoing 
is true and correct.
Attorney for the Notice 

Agent:
/s/ ____________
Ryan Y Rehberg, WSBA 

#32374
18000 International Blvd, 

Suite 350
SeaTac, WA 98188
Notice Agent:
/s/ ____________
Noelle K. Byfield
13814 Avon Allen Rd
Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 13, 
20, and 27, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR KING COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATES 

OF
DEAN EDWARD 

MILLER 
AND

KAREN L. MILLER
(HUSBAND AND 

WIFE)
DECEASED.

NO 24-4-07131-5 SEA
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Glen R. Clausing has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of these es-
tates.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the undersigned 
at the address stated below 
a copy of the claim and fil-
ing the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.
The claim must be pre-

sented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of this notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 20, 2024.
King County 11-15-24.  
Skagit County 11-20-24.
_/s/__________________
Glen R. Clausing, WSBA 

#5755
Attorney for Personal 

Representative

11225 SE 6th St., Ste 100 
Bellevue, WA 98004-5841
(425) 451-0508
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 20, 
27, and Dec. 4, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 
FOR SNOHOMISH 

COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
IAN E. ELLIS,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-40103-31
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.
The claim must be pre-

sented within the later of:  
(1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FILING COPY 

OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with Clerk of Court:  
November 22, 2024.
DATE OF FIRST PUB-

LICATION: November 27, 
2024.
P E R S O N A L 

REPRESENTATIVE:
CHERI L. DUNN
A T T O R N E Y 

FOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE:
Amy C. Allison, WSBA 

#34317
Anderson Hunter Law 

Firm, P.S.
2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 

1001
Everett, WA  98201
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDINGS: Sno-
homish County Superior 
Court
AND CAUSE NUMBER: 

24-4-40103-31
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 27, 
2024, Dec. 4, and Dec. 11, 
2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00563-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

ROBERT J. 
GILBERTSON, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 27, 2024
Rae A. Gilbertson
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
ANDREW C. SCHUH, 

WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336 / 227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4, and Dec. 11, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICES

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Bird flu
. . . (from page 1)

‘The Irish Girl’
. . . (from page 1)

Department of Agriculture. Not 
one is in Skagit County. 

Nationwide, the bird flu virus is 
present in 616 dairy cow herds in 
15 states, 402 herds in California 
alone. In Washington, zero. 

A mild form of HPAI is being 
diagnosed in people who work 
in the dairy industry. All of them 
are recovering and none live in 
Washington. 

Itle says domestic poultry 
flocks are at greatest risk. 

“It’s deadly. When someone 
calls to report one sick chicken, 
it’s not HPAI. In bird flu, death is 
the clinical sign. I have 20 dead 

birds, 40 dead birds. And in every 
case, there has been direct contact 
with wild waterfowl.” 

Because flu viruses are spe-
cies-specific, a wild bird with in-
fluenza can easily infect chickens. 
Jumping species creates a zebra. 
In late 2023 or early 2024, what 
Itle calls “a single spillover event” 
in Texas transferred HPAI from 
a wild bird to a mixed backyard 
flock and then to one cow. 

“Bird flu in cows shouldn’t 
happen, but it does sometimes. It 
was not shocking, but weird.” 

The new variation is spread not 
by birds but by other cows, peo-
ple, dogs, even truck tires. That 
cows and people recover from 
this flu is a plus. 

For now, Washington only 

has the wild bird strain, not the 
dairy strain. Itle and her team are 
doubling down on detection and 
containment to hold the line. 

Detection means lots of testing 
when HPAI is suspected. “One-
hundred-sixty-five cows in east-
ern Washington have been tested 
and they all tested negative,” 
Itle says. “Dairies have stepped 
forward, doing voluntary testing 
so they can find it faster, contain it 
and prevent it.” 

Skagit county dairies are not 
being tested, because there is no 
local threat. Bringing a cow in 
from California would be the larg-
est risk factor and the WSDA has 
“a robust system to monitor cattle 
movement in and out of state,” 
says Itle. 

“I can move my cows from 
Beaver Marsh Road to Van Pelt 
Lane because it is a closed herd,” 
says local dairyman Jason Vander 
Kooy of Harmony Dairy. “We 
are not bringing in animals from 
Idaho or California and mixing 
them with our cows.” 

Besides protecting animal 
health and welfare, Itle also pro-
tects Washington trade. “We want 
to show the world that we don’t 
have this disease or lots of other 
diseases that have an economic 
impact. 

“When people get nervous, 
there’s always that risk of shutting 
down states, regions or country 
exports for poultry or birds.” 

Or milk, which would be a 
disaster for Vander Kooy and the 

other 350 farmer-members of the 
Darigold cooperative, which sells 
powdered milk from Washington 
around the world. 

That milk “is the safest, most 
tested and scrutinized product out 
there,” says Vander Kooy. “It’s 
tested 3-4 times before it goes 
into the final product, which is 
why we have very few recalls.” 

Keeping bird flu out of dairy 
herds is a good story of cooper-
ation, says Vander Kooy. “States 
are working with other states to 
contain it. Sometimes it’s easy 
just to protect your area and tell 
everybody else to take a hike but 
it’s been a good national effort.” 

“We want to keep state infec-
tion levels as low as possible,” 
agrees Itle. 

You did so much research, from 
County Galway, Ireland, to cross-
ing the Atlantic on the Endeavour, 
to New York City to Chicago. 
Share a critical, telling research 
detail you brought to life in these 
moments of Mary A.’s passage.

When Mary Agnes arrives in 
New York City after a harrowing 
sea voyage across the Atlantic, 
she goes through immigration 
processing at Castle Garden, the 
precursor to Ellis Island, which 
opened in 1892. I did extensive 
research on the immigration 
process at Castle Garden in the 
late 19th century and hope I’ve 

brought the experience to life 
for readers, not only its aura and 
protocol, but also its underbelly: 
abuse, corruption, extortion and 
derision new immigrants faced 
when they first stepped foot off 
the boats. A piece of information 
I found especially poignant is that 
many immigrants – Russians, 
Italians, Scandinavians, Greeks, 
Irish, it didn’t matter from where 
they came – knelt and kissed the 
ground upon clearing the customs 
house. Many would never return 
to their country of origin. None 
knew what lay ahead. But so 
thankful they were, they literally 
knelt and kissed the ground. It’s 
visceral, how I reacted to that fact. 

This is such a truth telling femi-

nist novel from its first pages, with 
the 13-year-old Mary A. fleeing 
from predations of her 15-year-
old half-brother through the 
loss of pregnancy in a Chicago 
tenement six years later. What 
motivates you to bring these top-
ics and truths to the page?

Life is messy, especially for 
women. In all my novels, I don’t 
shy away from the underside of 
women’s experiences, although 
none of it – scenes of birth, 
menstruation, pregnancy or death 
– is gratuitous. I’m a stickler for 
historical accuracy, so I go down 
many proverbial rabbit holes 
uncovering everything about an 
era as I’m writing. This includes 
reading period books, newspa-
pers, journals, magazines, census 

reports, birth and death certif-
icates, real estate transactions, 
transportation schedules, menus, 
playbills and understanding 
hygienic and medical practices 
of the day (the fact that Mary 
Agnes’s first employer has indoor 
plumbing in 1886 is a wonder to 
her). In every novel, it’s imper-
ative I inhabit my protagonist’s 
world and navigate through each 
day and situation with her and not 
shy away from the unsavory bits. 
It makes the savory bits so much 
more rewarding. 

Your Irish girl is 13 on page 1 and 
19 at the novel’s end. Mary A. is a 
wonderful heroine and role model 
and this makes a great YA (Young 
Adult) novel. Your thoughts on 

fundamentalist uproars and its 
potential book banning?

I didn’t write “The Irish Girl” 
as a YA novel, although mature 
teens can certainly read and ap-
preciate Mary Agnes’s story. Re: 
Book Banning, I firmly oppose it, 
leaving it to professional librari-
ans – with their extensive training 
and expertise – to select appro-
priate books for their respective 
readers. It’s a sad state of affairs 
in America in the 21st century 
that books are banned at all.

 Reading widely fosters empa-
thy, compassion and deeper criti-
cal thinking, all qualities we need 
more of in America, not less. 

Sweeney will sign her novel at 
Seaport Books, Gilkey Square, 
2-4 p.m. on Dec. 11.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HEADS UP
Kiwanis Annual Holiday Craft 
Show 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 7, Maple Hall, 104 
Commercial St., La Conner. 
Christmas shop with locals. Or-
naments, bags, stickers, jewelry, 
tablecloths, toys, cards, wall 
art, cookies and pies for sale. 
Come early for the Rotary Club 
Santa Breakfast and stop by the 
vendors on your way out.

Town of La Conner public 
workshop on the use of the 
Commercial Transition Zone, 
aka. the Moore Clark Area, 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 11, in 
Maple Hall, 104 Commercial St. 
Info: www.townoflaconner.org.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
•	 Tech Help Mondays, 3-5 p.m. 

Get 30 minutes of one-on-one 
technical help. Must register.

Mount Vernon Public 
Library. 208 W. Kincaid St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209, 

mountvernonwa.gov/175/Library. 
•	 Virtual Storytime to Go: 9 a.m. 

Saturdays.
•	 Virtual Bilingual Storytime: 9 

a.m. Sundays.
•	 Read Harder Book Club, 

noon-1 p.m. second Tuesdays.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, cityofanacortes.org/220/
Library.
•	 Family Storytime, 10 a.m. 

Fridays. For ages birth to 5, 
siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

•	 Teen Creative Writing, 2-3 
p.m. Wednesdays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Fridays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Wednesdays of Wonder, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Arts 
and crafts for children.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Exhibits through Jan. 12:
•	 Peter Millett: Built Forms is the 

first major institutional survey 
of the Seattle artist’s work.

•	 At the Seam: MoNA’s Perma-
nent Collection is an engage-
ment with the collection. 

•	 Outside In Gallery, Creative 
Response to Trauma: A Com-
munity Response. See art and 
writing from trauma survivors.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit through March 2:
•	 “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-

deo Bullfighter’ and the History 
of Rodeo in Skagit County.” 

Pacific Northwest Quilt & 
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S. 
Second St., La Conner. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
•	 Samplers from Seattle: Con-

temporary Needlework by Elly 
Smith, through Dec. 1.

•	 2024 International Quilt & 
Fiber Art Festival Winners, 
through Dec. 22.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Volunteer and 

donate at skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism, 8:15 a.m. 
Mondays, 503 Morris St., La 
Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 360-
228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Restful Dementia Relief Ses-
sions, 11 a.m. Mondays at La 
Conner United Methodist Church, 
601 S. Second St. This is a 
therapeutic group for relaxation, 
cognitive improvement and joy. 
Free-will offering. Caregivers, 
please accompany those with 
dementia. Info: 206-939-2124.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All 
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery, 
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. 
SMGC promotes interest in 
recreational gardening.

Little Mountain Gamblers 
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior 
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third 
Tuesdays in the library, 520 
Morris St., La Conner.  

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
in advance! Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

I grew up picking and eating wild cranberries 
in Alaska. Here’s a simple, last-minute recipe 
you could throw together for Thanksgiving. You 
can substitute honey for the sugar. 

Ingredients
•	 Fresh cranberries, 2 to 3 cups
•	 Granulated sugar, 2/3 cup
•	 Cranberry juice, 1/2 cup
•	 Mini marshmallows, 1 to 2 cups

Preparation 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Mix 

cranberries, juice and sugar directly in baking 
dish. Cover, bake 30 minutes. Remove 
baking dish and uncover. Reduce heat to 
300 degrees. Stir cranberries, then spread 
mini marshmallows over top. Continue 
baking, uncovered, for 15 minutes or until 
marshmallows are lightly browned.

Baked cranberries



By Bill Reynolds

The more things change, the 
more they stay the same – even 
for an iconic half-century-old La 
Conner business that will have 
new ownership in January. 

A downtown fixture since 1972 
when it was launched by Jack 
Wilkins and Jim Reynolds, Nasty 
Jack’s Antiques has carved out a 
unique niche in the Puget Sound 
region with its eclectic selection 
of gift and novelty items, vintage 
toys, collectibles, housewares, tin 
signs, decorations, political and 
sports memorabilia and much, 
much more. 

That won’t change as the 
popular First and Morris street 
store, comprising 12,000 square 
feet in a landmark two-story 
Victorian building, transitions 
to new owners Sierra and 
Austin Dudley of Restless & 
Refurbished in Sedro-Woolley. 

“It’s a perfect fit, a super fit,” 
said Marlo Frank, daughter of the 
late Jack Wilkins. She has run 
Nasty Jack’s with her husband, 
Gary, since 1994. 

“After 30 years,” she said, 
“Gary and I were looking to 
retire and Sierra and Austin were 
looking for a bigger building. It’s 
a great fit for La Conner.” 

“We couldn’t be more grate-
ful,” she added, “that our iconic 
beloved family business will be 
taken into a third generation. 
Sierra and Austin will also have 
curated antiques and treasures 
galore as well as preserving 
space for all the ‘fun stuff’ ev-
eryone has known and loved for 
decades.” 

That includes the trademark 
Nasty Jack’s “door greeter.”

“Zoltar,” assured Frank, “will 
remain with all his coin-operated 
friends.” 

Gary Frank echoed those 
sentiments, stressing that turning 
over the keys to Restless & 
Refurbished ensures the Nasty 
Jack’s legacy will continue going 
forward. 

“We wouldn’t just hand it off to 
anyone,” he said. “This building 
is such a special place in town. It 
had to be the right people.” 

Marlo Frank said the Dudleys 
have maintained “a beautiful 
shop” in Sedro-Woolley and 
developed a large following on 
Instagram. 

“I was pleasantly surprised and 
a bit blown away upon meeting 
Sierra,” said Marlo Frank, “when 
she showed up with a truck, trail-
er and two babies on her hips. 
Come to find out, she had two 
more children at home. I could 
tell she was an incredibly hard 
worker and passionate about her 
business.” 

For the Franks, the sentimental 
value of Nasty Jack’s can’t be 
overstated. 

“It was one of the most 

difficult decisions of our lives,” 
Marlo said of the building’s sale, 
“but our gut told us the timing 
was right.” 

Marlo Frank had begun work-
ing there while still a student at 
Burlington-Edison High. She 
went on to graduate in 1991 from 
Western Washington University. 
But three years later – as she and 
Gary became new parents – her 
dad passed away unexpectedly. 

Jack Wilkins had been sole 
proprietor of Nasty Jack’s from 
the time Reynolds left for anoth-
er business venture. 

“Our lives were changed in an 
instant, to say the least,” Marlo 
Frank said. “Understandably, the 
odds were completely against us. 
Somehow, through perseverance, 
hard work and probably some 
luck, we thrived and had fun 
along the way. 

“We survived recessions, 
snowstorms and even a global 
pandemic,” she recalled. 

Her younger brother, Gable, 
was only 8 years old when their 
father died. In addition to Nasty 
Jack’s, the Franks took charge of 
Gable. Now in his late 30s, he is 

one of La Conner’s more beloved 
figures – a Special Olympics 
gold medalist, Braves Hub vol-
unteer and part-time employee at 
The Slider Café. 

“We know my dad would be 
proud of the beautiful family 
we’ve created,” said Marlo 
Frank, “and how his son turned 
out to be the good human he is.” 

Gable Wilkins, who resides in 
Bay View, plans to remain a reg-
ular presence in La Conner well 
after the Dec. 22 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Nasty Jack’s farewell party. 

Leading up to the party, the 
Franks have created an histori-
cal window display at the store 
featuring photos of Jack Wilkins, 
newspaper accounts of Nasty 
Jack’s and a large image of the 
building from the turn of the 20th 
century. 

When the new year arrives, the 
Franks will treat themselves to a 
couple of well-deserved vacation 
trips. 

“After working six or seven 
days a week for 30 years,” said 
Gary Frank, “we’re going to 
relax for awhile and then move 
on and do something else.” 

The Dudleys, meanwhile, have 
scheduled their grand opening 
for Jan. 17 and 18. 

“We have loved our time in 
Sedro-Woolley and are sad to 
leave our current brick and mor-
tar behind,” Sierra Dudley said 
in a recent social media post. 
“(But) we’re overjoyed that our 
business has this opportunity of 
relocating to a beautiful building 
in La Conner. 

“Our new location at the Nasty 
Jack’s building offers more space 
to showcase our curated antiques 
and imported treasures,” she 
wrote, “allowing us to bring an 
even better shopping experi-
ence.” 

From the Franks’ perspective, 
owning Nasty Jack’s has been 
a storybook experience – one 
whose final chapter is nearly 
complete. 

“Thirty years ago, I didn’t get 
to write the beginning of our 
story,” said Marlo Frank, “but 
I’m so thankful I got to write the 
end.” 
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POLICE BLOTTER

Supporting women artists and women’s causes
Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024
10 am - 4 pm
At Skagit Valley College 
Knutzen Cardinal Center
2405 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon

SVC provides a drug-free environment and does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color religion national orgin, sex gender identity, sexual orentation, maritial stusius, or 
in its programs and employment.

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

Stop by our showroom today! 
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30  ●  360-424-8455
www.NWFF.com

919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Now it’s time to say good-bye
Publisher and Editor Ken Stern is retiring.

Get your final word in: Praise him, Curse him, Wish him well. Place your name in the last issue of the La Conner Weekly News.

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Best to email your goodbye message to production@laconnernews.com
Fill out and bring to office with payment. If invoiced, cost is $15.50/inch

Deadline Friday, Dec. 13th end of the day.

Your Name   ____________________________________ Phone  ____________

Email (for invoicing purposes)   ____________________________________

Your personalized Messege

1 x 1

2 x 2

$15. 15

$30. 30

$60. 60

1 x 2

SIZE COST WORDS

Your farewell ad in 
the Dec. 18 final 
Weekly News at 

$15. per inch

Wednesday, Nov. 20
7:14 a.m.: Not what it seems 
– Caller called in about a hostile 
maintenance worker at the La 
Conner Retirement Inn that 
confronted him outside. A deputy 
learned that the caller had been 
behind some bushes trying to 
close a window on his mom’s 
room that was stuck. The worker 
confronted him and thought he 
was breaking in. No issue.

5:48 p.m.: Wrong call to make 
– A driver called 911 to report that 
they were stuck in the mud and 
needed help getting out. WSP 
arrived first and found the driver 
was showing signs of impairment 
and this was a car that drove off 
the road. The driver was taken 
into custody and processed for 
DUI. La Conner Whitney Road / 
Ring Lane, greater La Conner.

By Bill Reynolds

A favorite La Conner Thanks-

giving tradition is on the menu 
once again. 

The Waterfront Café will 

provide its free community 
Thanksgiving meal from 
12-3 p.m. As always, it is an 
opportunity to dine with friends, 
family and neighbors in a relaxed 
holiday atmosphere. 

Those facing financial 
challenges, are alone on 
Thanksgiving, or who simply 
want to celebrate the afternoon 
with Waterfront Café patrons and 
staff are invited. 

The cafe, located at 128 South 
First Street, will provide a tur-
key dinner with all the fixings. 
Efforts will also be made to 
accommodate special diets. 

Waterfront Café co-owner 
Marla Vallee said reservations 
are most appreciated. Call 360-
466-1579 to make yours or get 
your questions answered. 

A love offering will be accept-
ed with proceeds supporting wor-
thy local causes. 

Past recipients of Waterfront 
Café Thanksgiving meal dona-
tions include the La Conner Sun-
rise Food Bank and the NOAH 
animal shelter in Stanwood. 

Free Thanksgiving meal at Waterfront Cafe

Nasty Jack’s sells to Restless & Refurbished

THAT’S (ALMOST) A WRAP — Gary and Marlo Frank have sold Nasty 
Jack’s Antiques to Sierra and Austin Dudley of Restless & Refurbished 
of Sedro-Woolley. The Dudleys will take over the iconic antique store 
with a grand opening scheduled for Jan. 17 and 18. 

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

Sunday, Nov. 24
11:37 a.m. and 11:49 a.m.: He’s 
not him – Both cases are related 
and are frauds using the identity 
of Skagit County Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Brad Holmes. The first call was 
directly to a citizen and advising 
they had warrants for their arrest. 
Twelve minutes later the same 
caller called the non-emergency 
line for Skagit 911 and claimed 
to be Sgt. Brad Holmes. The 
caller stated there was a subject 
walking around La Conner with a 
gun and law needed to respond. 
Both calls came from the same 
number which has been tracked 
to Forks, Washington. When 
calling the number, you do get a 
voicemail for a subject claiming to 
be Sgt. Holmes. “These calls are 
not being made by myself or any 
other member of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice,” Holmes said. “Please do not 
provide any information to callers 
you can’t verify.” La Conner.
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