
VOL. 17 • NO. 22 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2024 $1.25www.laconnerweeklynews.com

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Worm Chalet ribbon cutting Sept. 25� • p 5
Walk to N. First Street’s Wayfinder Cafe� • p 8

(continued on page 2)(continued on page 8)

Dock reconstruction

By Kurt Batdorf

It’s no secret that La Conner Weekly News 
Publisher Ken Stern wants to sell his newspaper. 
Stern is 69. He is ready to retire.

Stern envisions younger, ambitious journalists 
buying the business, maybe with the community’s 
help. But if that doesn’t happen soon, the final La 
Conner Weekly News rolls off the press on Dec. 18.

Finding Ken 2.0 has not been easy. 
There are plenty of journalists who can run this 

newspaper, but none have made an offer on Stern’s 
asking price to buy a profitable community asset. 

There are plenty of La Conner residents who 
want to see the Weekly News carry on and want to 
chip in something to make that happen, but there’s 
been reluctance to commit because people want to 
know who would succeed Stern.

Enter Andrew Ashmore and Aven Wright-
McIntosh. The Shelter Bay residents know Dec. 
18 is coming up fast, so they’ve arranged a Save 
the Weekly News information meeting for 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, at the Civic Garden Club, 
622 South Second Street. 

They invite the community to come and learn 
how they could secure the newspaper’s future.

“The Weekly News is the heart of our little 
town,” Wright-McIntosh said. “It wouldn’t be the 
same without it.” 

Stern believes the Weekly News can remain 
independent if the community takes a financial 
stake in it. He met with potential investors from the 
community before Ashmore took up the cause.

Ashmore found a fair number of newspapers 
owned by their communities across the country. 

Conversations on community ownership remain 
in the “exploratory stages,” he said, “but I’ve 
talked to many people who see the paper’s impor-
tance. It’s a matter of pulling things together to 
quote, ‘save the newspaper.’”

Wright-McIntosh sees her role as the organizer to 
Ashmore’s analyst.

“When we have a meeting, we need points of 
action, goals, tasks, who does what,” Wright-
McIntosh said. “A lot of people want to help but 
what does that look like? We need a plan.”

Have a say 
in future of 
Weekly News

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

SEATTLE – Washington gubernatorial candi-
dates Bob Ferguson and Dave Reichert clashed 
over public safety, abortion rights, and Donald 
Trump throughout an acrimonious hour-long debate 
Sept. 10, starting after the Harris-Trump debate 
ended..

The first face-to-face meeting between the two 
men in the election was marked by sharp exchang-
es in which Ferguson, a Democrat and the state’s 
attorney general, and Reichert, a Republican and 
former congressman, accused one another of lying 
about their respective records.

Reichert jabbed first, throwing shade on 
Ferguson’s pledge to bolster public safety by hiring 
more cops, noting that crime has increased in the 
last 12 years “and finally Mr. Ferguson has recog-
nized that.”

“I think it’s clear that I’m the only public 
safety candidate in this race,” said Reichert, who 
spent more than three decades working in law 
enforcement.

Ferguson responded: “I will take no lectures 
from you about public safety when you are voting 
for and supported a convicted felon for president,” 
he said in reference to Trump.

“I am not supporting Trump,” Reichert shot back, 
the first time he had made such a clear public pro-
nouncement in a race where Ferguson has worked 
strenuously to tie his Republican opponent to the 
former president, who is this year’s GOP presi-
dential nominee. Reichert also said he would not 
vote for the Democratic nominee, Vice President 
Kamala Harris.

When Ferguson didn’t let up, a frustrated 
Reichert snapped: “You’re obsessed with Donald 
Trump. I moved past that. I am focused on the 
problems here in Washington state.”

Race for governor — 

Ferguson, Reichert 
trade debate barbs

By Bill Reynolds

Katryna Barber is closing the book 
on her latest adventure. 

After six years as the youth reading 
specialist, starting at the La Conner 
Swinomish Library when it bore the 
name La Conner Regional Library, 
Barber has announced she is ready for 
the epilogue stage of a wide-ranging 
working life. 

The former teacher, who once 
served on the library board in 
Woodstock, N.Y. – the town famous 
for the 1969 music festival – is retiring 
at the end of the month. 

Her last day is Sept. 27. 
“We will be celebrating Katryna all 

week,” La Conner Library Foundation 
Director Sarah Rabel told the Weekly 
News. “We encourage people to come 
by the library during open hours, share 
a sweet note to Katryna in a journal we 

will have out and help us send her off 
in style. 

“We all love Katryna,” Rabel added. 
“When we heard that she was retiring, 
it was like, ‘Why?’” 

Barber said she has totally enjoyed 
her work here, so much so that even a 
well-deserved retirement can pale in 
comparison. 

“It won’t be as fun as working 
here,” said Barber, who has no specific 
plans. “I’m considering my options.” 

Even so, she feels the time is right 
– given her excellent health – to step 
down and make way for the next gen-
eration of library staffers. 

“I wanted to do this while I was still 
arthritis-free,” Barber said.

Barber is now mentoring her re-
placement, Jinda Cowan, who worked 
at Seaport Books in La Conner and is 

La Conner librarian stacks 
memories for retirement

By Bill Reynolds

Reporting at the Sept. 10 La 
Conner Town Council meeting, Sgt. 
Brad Holmes, the Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office La Conner detach-
ment administrator, made a plea 
to residents and an apology to the 
council.

He addressed concerns voiced 
at the Aug. 27 council meeting 
over deputies’ response times to a 
nighttime burglary and theft inci-
dent around North Third Street that 
month. 

Holmes said that deputies had 
arrived in La Conner within 20 min-
utes of the crimes being reported 
and immediately began patrolling 
for the suspect vehicle, which staff 
learned was stolen. 

He said the initial call to deputies 
was made several minutes after the 
fact. 

“I can’t emphasize enough,” 
said Holmes, “to try and call when 
something’s happening.” 

He acknowledged that specialized 
medical equipment had been taken 
from a residence. 

Holmes apologized to the council 
that the matter was brought to them 
before it was brought to him. 

“Ask the sheriff’s office first,” 
he implored residents. “Give us a 
chance to get the information out. 

“My main point,” Holmes 
emphasized, “is to set the record 
straight. It wasn’t quite how it was 
portrayed.” 

Holmes said that when humans 
are involved mistakes will invari-
ably happen. But, he vowed, law 
enforcement officers will own up to 
theirs. 

“If we screw up,” he said, “we’ll 
fall on our sword.” 

In his report, Fire Chief Aaron 
Reinstra said he was “excited for 
Oct. 9,” the day South First Street 
will convert to one-way southbound 
traffic. Reinstra has supported the 
change, citing the difficulty of navi-
gating emergency vehicles down the 
narrow street with parking on both 
sides of the street. 

The meeting opened with a show 
of generosity, a trait not always 
realized in a timely manner. 

South Second Street resident Jean 
Wharton shared her three-year effort 
to donate a handsome artisan fence 
from her home for installation in 
the La Conner Civic Garden Club’s 
butterfly garden. 

Wharton, a retired clinical psy-
chologist, has offered to cover the 
estimated $15,000 cost to install the 
fence. 

Using her native English charm, 
Wharton outlined the unexpected 
and extended ordeal of trying to 
make a significant civic donation. 
She said that 13 separate contractors 
since 2021 have turned down the 
project. 

“I sort of gave up on the process,” 
Wharton conceded. 

Enter Public Works Director 
Brian Lease, who said his work 
crew can handle the installation on a 
time-available basis. 

That time now appears to be next 
spring – if everything falls into 
place – ahead of the Skagit Valley 
Tulip Festival. 

Wharton lauded Lease, referring 
to him as “his lordship” – “I’m 
English, after all,” she said.

Sheriff: 
Report 
crimes to 
911 first

(continued on page 6)

FINALLY! PIER 7’s DOCK REPLACED – Boats will remain afloat on the Swinomish 
Channel at Pier 7 due to the dock replacement completed by Marine Floats 
Corporation of Tacoma and Carlson Construction, of La Conner, Sept 3-6. One 
of the last wooden docks in La Conner has been updated for the 21st century by 
property managing partners Nikki Fallis and Laura Palmer.� – Photo by Ken Stern

GREAT JOB, GLAD TO BE DONE – Katryna Barber will continue to smile bright-
ly after retiring from the La Conner Swinomish Library at the end of September, 
right after Banned Books Week ends. While she has schoolmarm charm, she also 
wears blouses with cat images on them.� – Photo by Ken Stern
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From the editor — 

– Ken Stern

376 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 13 weeks till the paper closes

LETTER POLICY
Please write! Letters to the 
editor of up to 350 words 
are welcome, as are longer 
analyses and statements. 
Write a 500-word guest 
column.

Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday 
for next issue. Include your 
name, address and phone 
­number for verification. All 
letters are edited for civility, 
clarity and style.

SEND TO:
editor@laconnernews.com

Freedom to read a right Fun to map your 
neighborhood

I want to thank Bill Reynolds 
for his kind and informative 
article about gathering our 
neighbors to “Map Our 
Neighborhood” as recommended 
by the state’s Department of 
Emergency Management.

La Conner is a small com-
munity with a tiny group of 
dedicated public works employ-
ees who do an incredible job of 
maintaining the town’s complex 
infrastructure. If the town suf-
fers a disaster like the tidal flood 
of 2022 or a major earthquake, 
one of magnitude 6.0 or more, 
our town staff may not be able 
to meet community needs.

At that point dealing with the 
effects of the disaster will depend 
on neighbor helping neighbor. 
The Map Your Neighborhood 
program provides a framework to 
effectively, efficiently and safely 
organize post-disaster recovery 
residence by residence.

The program is simple, and 
in post-COVID-19 times, a fun 
way to reintroduce neighbors to 
one another. We’ve learned sur-
prising things about our commu-
nity that really does cause us to 
smile when we greet each other.

More info: www.mil.wa.gov/
MYN.

Jerry George
La Conner

Summer sidewalk 
saunter simmers

La Conner, Salish seaside 
town, little, short and sweet, 
perfect for a Summer Sidewalk 
Saunter, just keep a sharp eye 
out for that silly Sloughmander 
clown. It mostly stays hidden in 
the minds of those that remem-
ber when it more frequently 
slithered around. It learned how 
to dance to darn near any music 
that came, with its own sound. 
It was sparkly green and blue, 
with an orange belly, and big 
bulging yellow eyes! There was 
no missing it, until it was gone, 
then the Summer Sidewalk 
Saunter simmered down. 

It was thought it might be 

lonely, the way it’d stand on the 
boardwalk, and peer into the 
slough longingly. Sometimes 
it’d be everywhere, seemingly 
all at once. Bellingham, 
Burlington, Woolley, Mount 
Vernon, it miraculously got 
around, joined a band, even 
learned how to play harmonica. 
It was just about to make this 
little Salish seaside town even 
more famous than it already 
was. 

If it wasn’t for the COVID-19 
pandemic it might still be 
entertaining the folks that come 
for a Summer Sidewalk Saunter. 
Yeah, he or it was a piece of 
moving art, making our town 
real cool. 

It’s not been seen in quite a 
spell, some of us wonder if’n 
the virus took it out. It looked 
sorta like a cross between a rep-
tile and a man, so who knows? 
Could it be a short blip in 
history, or could it be once again 
enticed to arise like a phoenix, 
from the famous Swinomish 
Channel, to enchant the casual 
summer sidewalk saunterer? 

It’s been rumored that a local 
yokel has learned how to lure 
it from its lair, but the noise 
he has to make would scare a 
chair, curl the straightest of hair! 
So, he daren’t dare to, unless 
the town signed a waiver: He 
doesn’t want to be held liable. 
Suffice it to say, when he calls 
out for that creature to appear, 
you’ll want to be on that Sum-
mer Sidewalk Saunter, walking 
along with only a slight amount 
of trepidation and fear. 

Glen Johnson 
Skagit Valley

Vote for Harris, 
hope for the best

Yes, we have a clear choice 
between the currently right lean-
ing and autocratic Republican 
offerings and the more centrist 
Democrats, but in many ways, 
they offer little choice.
They share the “firm com-

mitment” to Israel in spite of its 
horrific abuse of Palestinians 
which borders on genocide. They 
both cater to the ultra rich, the 
Republicans more openly, but the 

Democrats in more subtle ways. 
Trump pontificates about drain-
ing the swamp while he wallows 
in it. The Democrats talk of 
taxing the rich, but serious action 
is seldom seen. And both parties 
support a budget bloated with 
support of the military, and back 
the oil interests in spite of the 
fact that fossil fuels are slowly 
killing us.

So, where to turn? A third 
party? Fat chance. Our system of 
government is predicated on the 
two-party system, winner takes 
all. We might wistfully look at 
the abundance of parliamentary 
systems where power is shared 
and compromise is more in the 
offing. (The Protect Democracy 
site has an interesting article on 
the topic.)

And, obviously, we need to get 
big money out of our elections, 
especially via “dark money,” 
where the source is hidden. The 
cost of running for office now is 
ridiculous and reflects the huge 
sums that special interests are do-
nating to their chosen candidates. 
We should know who is paying, 
and how much, to influence those 
running for office.

Full disclosure: Yes, I have my 
first-ever yard sign for Harris/
Walz next to the Benton Street 
Little Library and Poetry Corner 
(pardon the blatant self-promo-
tional plug) and I hope for the 
best because the worst is truly 
unimaginable.

Jai Boreen
La Conner

The American Library Association’s 43rd annual Banned Books 
Week starts Sunday. It runs Sept. 22-28. This year’s theme is “Freed 
Between the Lines.” The ALA champions:
“We can find freedom in the pages of a book – but book bans and 

censorship threaten that freedom, along with many other rights and in-
stitutions. ... (L)let’s share our love of the right to read and the freedom 
found in books. Let’s be Freed Between the Lines!”
Opening a book, surfing the internet, even playing a video game of-

fers all of us, children to elders, the opportunity to reflect on the words 
before us or to squint between the lines to seek where our thinking may 
take us. From there questions form, creativity blossoms and two of the 
most wonderful and dangerous thoughts to the status quo may form: 
“Why?” and, especially, “Why not?”
Some parents and specific national and local organizations want 

obedience and adherence to narrow strictures of right and wrong 
and good and bad. They seek safety and stability. Perhaps they want 
children’s futures to be like their own past.

Those adults have every right to impose their beliefs on their children 
and their members in their homes and meeting spaces. They have no 
right to charge into the public square – and among the most sacred 
spaces in American society – libraries in our communities and schools. 

Our country was born with our Declaration of Independence 
heralding “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” Thirteen years 
later, the First Amendment in our Constitution’s Bill of Rights 
enshrined the guarantee of freedom of religion and of speech. That 
enshrines as the law of the land that restricting words is not allowed.

Some calling themselves religious use scripture to say “No” to one 
thing after another. That is their private and their sect’s right. They can 
proclaim their beliefs, but they cannot make them society’s. 

The ALA is right: Book bans and censorship threaten our freedom, 
along with many other rights and institutions.
Banned Books Week offers the opportunity for readers to voice cen-

sorship concerns, celebrate free expression and show our communities 
the importance of intellectual freedom. 

Last year an unprecedented number of books were banned and chal-
lenged. A challenge is an attempt to remove or restrict materials, based 
upon the objections of a person or group. A banning is the removal of 
those materials.
These efforts are attacks on the most vulnerable and least powerful in 

our communities. 
The ALA reported “titles representing the voices and lived 

experiences of LGBTQIA+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, questioning, intersex, asexual) and BIPOC (Black, Indigenous 
and people of color) individuals made up 47% of those targeted in 
censorship attempts.”
As much as everyone is lifted up and finds hope in seeing themselves 

in the pages of a book, perhaps those who most benefit are people – chil-
dren or adults – who may be surprised and first exploring and learning 
about neighbors and strangers who are different from themselves.
The ALA makes the point that we find ourselves, each other and 

freedom in reading. The right to read is a shared value that we can all 
celebrate, but book bans threaten our rights and freedoms. Banned 
Books Week is also a celebration of the fact that, in a majority of cases, 
challenged books have remained available. This happens only because 
of the efforts of librarians, teachers, students and community members 
who stand up and speak out for the freedom to read.

Last year, the ALA started Unite Against Book Bans, a national 
initiative, to empower readers everywhere to stand together in the fight 
against censorship. Take a look and consider joining to defend the right 
to read for all Americans: uniteagainstbookbans.org/take-action/.

The exchange was one of 
many tense moments that 
evening. The debate was held in 
the studio of KING 5 television 
in Seattle and co-sponsored 
with KREM 2 in Spokane, The 
Seattle Times and El Sol de 
Yakima. Early in the event, one 
of the moderators stepped in 
to remind the candidates of the 
debate rules as they traded barbs 
and interrupted one another. 

The two men will meet in 
a second debate in Spokane 
tonight, Sept. 18, sponsored by 
the Association of Washington 
Business.

Whoever wins the Nov. 5 
election will succeed retiring 
Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee 
and be Washington’s first new 
governor in 12 years.

Contrasts on crime  
and climate

Ferguson has cast himself as a 
reformer who would change the 
culture of government. 

“What we need is someone 
who’s a change agent, who will 
change the status quo,” he said 
Tuesday. 

In three terms as the state’s 

top lawyer, Ferguson has com-
piled a broad record – through 
litigation and legislation – on 
which voters can judge.
Reichert on Tuesday fixed 

on that tenure. He said the 
actions of the attorney general 
in concert with policies 
put in place by Inslee and 
the Democratic-controlled 
Legislature are to blame for 
residents’ concerns about public 
safety and higher costs of living.

When not lunging at one 
another, Ferguson and Reichert 
did offer contrasts in how they 
would lead the state.

For example, both argued for 
hiring more police officers.

Ferguson outlined a detailed 
plan to seek $100 million for 
grants to help local governments 
recruit more officers. He also 
wants to hire additional state 
troopers and ramp up Depart-
ment of Corrections efforts to 
track down at-large offenders 
with active arrest warrants.

Reichert vowed to support law 
enforcement officers’ ability to 
“hold people accountable.” 

“There must be consequenc-
es,” he said.

He criticized Ferguson for 
expanding the state attorney gen-
eral’s office at a time when police 
departments have struggled to 

hire and retain officers. Ferguson 
countered that he was proud of 
his office’s work and said it had 
generated money for the state 
through legal settlements.

Climate policy is not a corner-
stone of either candidate’s cam-
paign. But when asked about 
an initiative on the November 
ballot to repeal a signature state 
policy to fight pollution, the two 
differed sharply.

Ferguson said he will vote 
against Initiative 2117 which, 
if passed, would repeal the 
Climate Commitment Act that 
imposes a cap on carbon emis-
sions and requires large emit-
ters to purchase air pollution 
allowances. But he also said the 
law “needs to be adjusted,” and 
pointed to a troubled exemp-
tion program for fuel used by 
farmers as an example of where 
it could be improved. 

“Farmers are entitled to an ex-
emption,” he said. “That hasn’t 
happened.”

Reichert said he will vote to 
pass the measure. He has said 
climate change is real but dis-
agrees with the state’s approach 
on the issue. He contends 
policies enacted by Democrats, 
including the cap-and-trade 
program created by the Climate 
Commitment Act, are driving 

up the price of fuel and ener-
gy without reducing levels of 
pollution. 

He accused Democrats who 
backed the policy of not telling 
the truth about how it would 
affect gas prices. “We were lied 
to,” he said. “So I say let’s vote 
yes, pay less. Then let’s find a 
way forward.”

Sparring over  
abortion laws

Time and again, Ferguson 
returned to criticize Reichert as 
a MAGA Republican who would 
undermine the state’s strong 
protection of abortion rights. 
Washington is known national-
ly as a haven for those seeking 
abortions and reproductive care 
services. 

Ferguson vowed Tuesday to 
preserve existing protections 
– some he’s helped write and 
others he’s helped enforce as 
attorney general – and to bolster 
them where possible.

Reichert personally opposes 
abortion but has said he would 
uphold Washington’s abortion 
rights laws. He reiterated that 
position Tuesday.

“I will support and protect the 
abortion laws that currently exist 
in Washington state,” he said.
Ferguson scoffed, saying 

Reichert had told supporters he 
would work to unravel the state’s 
abortion protections. He also 
highlighted votes Reichert took 
in Congress in favor of national 
abortion restrictions.

“You say one thing when 
you’re speaking to Washington 
people in a forum like this, and 
you say something else entirely 
when you think you are behind 
closed doors,” he said. “That’s 
been a pattern with you on Don-
ald Trump. That’s a pattern with 
you on reproductive freedom.”

Afterward, Reichert told 
reporters he wasn’t rattled by 
Ferguson’s injection of Trump 
into their match-up, which aired 
shortly after a Trump and Harris 
debate on national television. 

“I was angry because the 
things that he’s been saying are 
not true,” he said. “So when you 
get a chance to respond to an un-
truth, I think you can get a little 
frustrated.”

Elaborating on comments 
in the debate, Reichert said he 
would write in a candidate in the 
presidential race.

Ferguson did not speak with 
reporters after the debate.

He won last month’s primary 
with 44.9% of the vote followed 
by Reichert with 27.5%. There 
were 28 candidates in the race.

Governor debate
. . . (from page 1)
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Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale
The best time of the year for planting!

Roses, Perennials, Vines
and Hydrangeas

20% OFF

through September 17th

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the proof for the  Sept. 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale

The best time of the year for planting!

Fruit, flowing and  shade trees. 
Roses, rhododendrons & azaleas.

25% OFF

through September 30th

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 4th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 8th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

17th-30th

360-466-3821

GIANT
PUMPKIN FESTIVAL

Saturday, September 21st

9am to 4pm

$3,000
in Giant
Pumpkin 

Prizes!

Harvest Food  .  Toads!
Face Painting . Music . Tractor Rides

Free Carnival Games . Hay Maze

Giant Pumpkin weigh-off: 
12pm to 3pm

Entries Accepted 
9am to 12pm

For more details and the ‘Schedule of Events’ visit

www.portofskagit.com     |     360 757 0011

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation

 

And so much more…..

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Are you or your loved one 
considering help with 

navigating every day life? 
I can help! 

In Home Caregiver

• Personal care
• Transportation
• Grocery shopping
• Light housekeeping
• Meal prep
• Med management

You can reach me at 
360-421-3919

Experience with compassion. 

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Don’t curse the darkness – light 
a candle!  Stop in and check out 

our wide variety of decorative and 
scented candles and wax melts!

106 S. 1st St. – open 7 am daily

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

We have Scone Lady scones!

If The Scone Lady is closed, or 
if you want a delicious coffee or 

tea with your scone, visit us.

Scan the QR code 
or follow the link 

for a chance 
to win $250!  

Call the Town Hall at 
360-466-3125 for 

a hard copy. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MooreClarkObjectivesSurvey

TOWN OF
LA CONNER

Skagit County Commissioners 
Candidates Forum  

 
 

Learn about the candidates running for 
 Skagit County Commissioner Positions  

Districts 1 and 2 
 

 
Monday October 7, 2024  

 
Informal Candidate Meet and Greet at 5:00  

 
Forum 5:30—6:30 pm 

 
Skagit PUD Meeting Room 

1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon 
 

and Recorded for later listening at skagitlwv.org 
 

 
 

Candidates For District 1 
  Rylee Fleury 
  Ron Wesen 
 
 
 
Candidates For District 2 
 Richard Brocksmith 
 Peter Browning 
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By Bill Reynolds

Local firefighters who mo-
bilized to battle the massive 
summerlong blaze in Chelan 
County near Stehekin had reason 
to be rattled.

A Skagit County Fire District 
13 crew on scene twice had 
rattlesnakes approach their tent. 
In addition, a bear was spotted 
in the area where the District 
13 firefighters, led by Battalion 
Chief Jamie Jurdi, were assigned.

Jurdi related his team’s three-
week stay in the area around 
Lake Chelan during the District 
13 Board of Commissioners 
meeting Sept. 12.

The District 13 firefighters 
were among those units from 

throughout the region and 
beyond mobilized to combat 
a wildfire that as of the end of 
August had burned nearly 40,000 
acres.

“It was a great experience,” 
Jurdi told commissioners. “The 
people over there have a lot of 
energy. They helped a lot.”

An evacuation order was 
issued for Stehekin at the start of 
August but was downgraded later 
in the month.

Jurdi said the District 13 team 
spent two weeks preparing for 
the encroaching fire, laying miles 
of hose and wrapping houses 
with a heavy grade foil.

“The fire came down in the 
third week,” Jurdi said, “but then 
it went around us.”

Jurdi said both Lake Chelan 
and the Stehekin River provided 
ample water to crews fighting the 
fire on the ground.

“It was fought mostly from the 
air, with helicopters,” said Jurdi.

Firefighters from District 
13, whose coverage area is 
Swinomish Reservation and rural 
La Conner, may soon be logging 
more travel miles.

“California is on fire now,” 
Jurdi said, indicating the dis-
trict’s mobilization force will be 
ready to head south if needed.

Closer to home, District 13 
Fire Chief Wood Weiss and 
training officer Chris Olbu said 
manning the Summit Park station 
with paid shifts twice weekly has 
paid dividends.

“It’s been beneficial for the 
community,” Olbu said. He cited 
the ability to send a crew to a car 
crash on the reservation when 
another unit was on scene at 
an electrical fire in Swinomish 
Village.

In another case, Olbu said 
emergency responders based at 
Summit Park were able to reach 
a vehicle fire on Highway 20 
within three minutes.

A Summit Park crew answered 
a call literally within walking 
distance of the station. Other-
wise, a unit would have had to 
roll from Snee-Oosh Road.

“They were very appreciative 
of the rapid response,” said Olbu.

Weiss and district medical 
officer Drew Farrell provided call 

volume statistics for August and 
the year to date.

Through August, district per-
sonnel had responded to nearly 
900 calls, 649 of those (73%) 
involving rescue and emergen-
cy medical services. Seventeen 
(2%) were for fires.

“We’re the No. 1 busiest 
rural fire department in Skagit 
County,” said Weiss, “and the 
fifth highest department in the 
county for calls overall, only 
behind the four cities (Mount 
Vernon, Anacortes, Burlington, 
and Sedro-Woolley).”

On the finance side, secre-
tary Tracy Berg reported that 
two-thirds the way through the 
year the district is at 61% of its 
budgeted expenditures.

Fire District 13 crew reports on Stehekin mobilization

The Leagues of Women Voters 
of Washington and Benton-
Franklin Counties will host the 
candidates for the Commissioner 
of Public Lands in a live debate 
to be held at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 25, at at WSU Tri-Cities in 
Richland. 

The 60-minute debate will be 
recorded and livestreamed by 
Northwest Public Broadcasting.

Voters will hear the candidates 
respond to questions from the 
public about the office and how 
they would fulfill the role of 
Commissioner of Public Lands. 
Voters can submit questions 

for the candidates in advance 
by emailing forumquestions@
lwvwa.org.

“Voters will be making critical 
decisions on Nov. 5. Who will 
be commissioner of public lands 
is among them,” said LWVWA 
President Mary Coltrane. “We 
ask voters to join us on Sept. 25 
to hear directly from candidates 
on how they plan to handle 
the job. We ask voters across 
the state to send questions, or 
to bring their questions to the 
debate so we can put them to the 
candidates.”

Diane Molleson, president of 

the LWV of Benton-Franklin 
Counties, added, “We welcome 
the candidates for Commissioner 
of Public Lands to the Tri-Cities. 
It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
voters to hear from them directly 
about the policies they will pur-
sue as they manage Washington’s 
vast acreage of public land.” 

The public is invited to attend 
the in-person forum. NWPB 
will also stream the forum on 
its YouTube channel at youtube.
com/watch?v=-dcuS-eVHzE. 
After the event, the forum will be 
posted on lwvwa.org and
nwpb.org.

Join your neighbors, deputies 
and area police officers for coffee 
and conversation at Coffee with 
a Cop, 10 a.m. to noon Monday, 
Sept. 30, at Stompin’ Grounds 
Coffee, 306 Morris St.

The mission of Coffee with a 
Cop (coffeewithacop.com) is to 
break down the barriers between 
deputies, police officers and the 

citizens they serve by removing 
agendas and allowing oppor-
tunities to ask questions, voice 
concerns and get to know the 
deputies in your neighborhood.

This event is presented by the 
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office. 

For questions, email Cpl. 
Gary Huehnerhoff at garymh@
co.skagit.wa.us.

Have coffee, learn what cops do

Skagit County has lifted its 
seasonal outdoor burn ban, so 
residential yard and land-clearing 
fires are again permitted in 
unincorporated areas.

Residential fires may contain 
leaves, grass and tree trimmings, 
but not garbage, household trash, 
lumber, construction waste or 
demolition debris.

Skagit County lifts outdoor burn ban

League of Women Voters sets debate 
for state Public Lands Commissioner

On Aug. 5, 1964, a visionary 
resolution was signed to create the 
Skagit County Parks and Recre-
ation Department. 

From those beginnings, with 
Advisory Board members Dr. 
Jack Papritz of Anacortes, School 
Superintendent Lanche Crow of 
Similk Bay, and Bay View resident 
Ann Wolford leading the charge, 
the department has blossomed into 
a cornerstone of our community.

Parks and Recreation’s first 
flagship, Howard Miller Steelhead 
Park, set the stage for a flurry of 
activity in the late 1970s, as parks 
were acquired and constructed 
throughout Skagit County. One of 
department’s earliest dreams – the 
connector trail from Deception 
Pass to the Anacortes Commu-
nity Forest Lands – took nearly 
50 years to fully realize, but with 
diligence and resolve, it became a 
reality.

Partnerships have been key to 
the department’s ongoing success. 
The Skagit Playfields are a testa-
ment to collaboration with Skagit 
Valley College. 

As the department reviews its 

history, it looks forward with ex-
citement. Sharpe Park is expanded, 
it unveiled the new Veterans Plaza 
at the Northern State Recreation 
Area, and celebrated the reconnec-
tion of Northern State with four 
new bridges and several miles of 

trails. Over the next 18 months, 
the department will add three new 
properties: Studley Community 
Park, Filippini Falls Park, and the 
Yudwasta Heritage Site. 

Source: Skagit County
government

Celebrating 60 Years of Skagit County Parks
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www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL
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• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen TruckingARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
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• Dump Trucking
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

YARD WASTE RECYCLINGYARD WASTE RECYCLING

www.townofl aconner.org

Town of La Conner

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm 
12154 Chilberg Road, 
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for 
buying compost at the plant. 

No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

HEADING TOWARD THE GOAL – Cassius Landworth of La Conner’s 
Lakin Construction youth soccer team advances the ball during second 
half action of a match in Sedro-Woolley on Saturday. The La Conner 
booters won 3-1.                                                     – Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Bill Reynolds

Coach Maddie Huscher and 
her staff marveled at how well 
the La Conner High School 
girls’ soccer team communicated 
during preseason workouts a 
couple weeks ago.

Now the La Conner coaches 
can’t say enough about how 
well their players are executing 
attacks in the 2024 campaign’s 
early going.

The Braves opened non-
conference action with twin 
romps in which they scored 
in double digits against both 
Muckleshoot Tribal School and 
Forest Ridge Sacred Heart.

La Conner blanked 
Muckleshoot 11-0 and defeated 
Forest Ridge 11-2 last week 
in a pair of impressive home 
triumphs.

The concepts introduced in 
preseason carried over nicely.

“We’re really excited about 
how much they’ve retained,” 
Huscher told the Weekly News 
during a practice session prior to 
La Conner’s home opener with 
Muckleshoot.

But an anticipated tough road 
match looms at 4:30 p.m. today 
(Wednesday) for the Braves at 
1A Blaine, which has split two 
decisions thus far. The Borderites 
fell 6-3 at Oak Harbor in their 
season debut, then rebounded to 
shut out Lakewood 2-0 at home 
last Thursday.

La Conner returns home on 
Friday for a 4 p.m. match with 
Providence Classical Christian.

On the boys’ side, La Conner 
forged a 1-1 draw at Crosspoint 
Academy last week. The Braves 
(0-1-1), who fell 3-1 to Auburn 
Adventist in their Sept. 5 season 
opener, are scheduled at NW2B 
rival Friday Harbor on Tuesday, 
Sept. 24.

Girls’ lopsided wins start 
high school soccer season

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Braves had ex-
tra motivation to defeat Vashon 
Island in its football season home 
opener at Whittaker Field Friday 
night.

It wasn’t just because the 
Braves had suffered a 64-24 loss 
to Pomeroy in their 2024 eight-
man grid debut a week earlier.

Returning home, La Conner 
players were joined on their 
sideline by celebrated motiva-
tional speaker Curt Marsh, the 
former University of Washington 
All-American and Los Angeles 
Raiders Super Bowl champion. 
He now resides in Shelter Bay.

“What I liked a lot about 
tonight is how you played for 
each other,” Marsh told players 
after the game. “That’s what 
impressed me the most. That and 
how well organized you were.

“This was a good start,” he 
said. “I know you had a rough 
game last week, but you made 
the most out of tonight. A game 
like this is what you’ll talk about 
40 years from now.”

La Conner (1-1) essentially 
won the game on its first 

offensive series. That’s when 
freshman sensation Yandel 
Gonzales-Rojas took a handoff 
from quarterback C.J. Edwards 
and sped 60 yards for a 
touchdown.

Gonzales-Rojas scored two 
more TDs on runs of 6 and 12 
yards. He also ran in a two-point 
conversion following a 40-yard 
interception return by Kaleb 
Otis.

Otis was a force on both sides 
of the ball, sprinting 65 yards for 
a second-half touchdown.

Edwards set the tone with an 
11-yard rushing touchdown and 
40-yard punt return, plus had a 
hand in four successful two-point 
conversion attempts. He com-
pleted two-point tosses to Brent 
Bobb and Duron Clark and twice 
ran to score.

Keaton Bailey contributed 
a 13-yard touchdown scamper 
for the victors, who secured the 
shutout in great part thanks to an 
interception by Marlon Edwards 
and fumble recovery by Charley 
Jackson.

Jackson, another talented 
freshmen, capped the Braves’ 
scoring with a two-point run 

following the long Otis TD dash 
from scrimmage.

“This was the closest thing to 
a perfect game,” Braves head 
coach Charlie Edwards said 
afterward. “Everybody got to 
play, and a lot of guys got to run 
the ball.”

Coach Edwards was pleased 
with how well La Conner re-
bounded from the tough setback 
to Pomeroy in the late summer 
heat of the Yakima Valley the 
week before. He said the Braves 
enjoyed productive practice 
sessions leading up to their home 
debut.

Assistant coach John Agen 
echoed that sentiment.

“I’m very proud of you guys,” 
Agen told the team. “You played 
great and showed outstanding 
execution.”

Edwards praised Gonzales-
Rojas for igniting his team’s 
onslaught.

“We knew Yandel was going 
to be electric,” he said. “We only 
had to hand him the ball once to 
find out.”

The Braves are next scheduled 
to visit longtime rival Concrete 
at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27.

Braves sink Vashon 60-0 in home grid opener

By Bill Reynolds

The start of volleyball season 
was a red-letter day for the La 
Conner High School volleyball 
program.

The Braves, a perennial 2B 
state powerhouse, beat visiting 
Class 1A Blaine in the Sept. 10 
season debut for both teams.

La Conner, under second year 
head coach Pam Keller, edged 
the Borderites in four sets, 25-22, 
16-25, 25-22, 26-24, before a 
supportive home crowd.

Freshman Reese Bird was 
named La Conner’s Player of 
the Match. She led the way with 
eight kills, 17 assists, 28 digs, 

one block and a service ace.
Several of her La Conner 

teammates also filled the stat 
sheet.

Abi Poulton recorded a team-
high nine kills to go along with 
four blocks, three aces and 10 
digs. Nora McCormick con-
tributed seven kills, 10 assists, 
five blocks and 20 digs. Maeve 
McCormick added 28 digs and 
two blocks while Addison Keller 
posted 44 digs and a pair of aces.

Addison Wigal, the team’s 
lone senior, finished the match 
with 25 digs.

Aaliyah Gonzalez chipped in 
eight digs and four kills for the 
winners.

La Conner (1-1) came up just 
short in a second non-conference 
match with a 1A foe last week. 
The Braves fell 2-0 (23-25, 
23-25) Sept. 13 to Stevenson, a 
southwest Washington school 
that enrolls 265 students in 
grades 9-12.

La Conner resumes its 
pre-NW2B slate at 3A Mount 
Vernon, with its nearly 2,000 
students, at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 19.

The Braves begin league play 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24, 
at Landy James Gym opposite 
Coupeville.

Braves netters split two matches with Class A foes

By Bill Reynolds

Much of La Conner’s 
mmergency management 
commission’s Sept. 3 meeting 
explored neighborhood mapping 
– the method for collecting vital 
information that emergency 

responders can access when 
called into residential areas to 
aid those impacted by flooding, 
fires, earthquakes or other 
threats. Neighbors break down 
barriers and foster increased 
communication to better prepare 
themselves to survive emergency 

situations. 
Commission chair Jerry 

George led by example at a Sept. 
7 meeting in his North Third 
Street neighborhood. (see Sept. 
11 Weekly News, page 1).

Commissioner Jim White 
added that local CERT (Com-
munity Emergency Response 
Team) members have promoted 
neighborhood mapping. 

White lamented that the com-
mission’s Community Emergen-
cy Management Plan, to include 
a detailed list of disaster risk 
assessments, has plateaued. 

“We’ve done a good job on 
this document,” George said. 
“We’ve just run into a hiccup.” 

One impediment to completing 
the plan is that the commission is 
working short-handed. 

“We have a vacancy on the 
commission,” said George. 
“There is one person interested 
in being appointed whose name 
has been referred to the mayor, 
but I would like to see multiple 
people showing interest.” 

The commission was formed 
in 2023. Its primary mission was 
to put in place flood mitigation 
measures along the waterfront 
and in the town’s low-lying 
areas. 

Commissioners are now 
addressing strategies that deal 
with other long-term disaster 
scenarios.

Emergency management commission’s September meeting
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Arts and Entertainment
A&E BRIEFLY

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming arts and entertainment 
activities.

Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin 
Festival is Saturday, Sept. 21, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. It ends with pumpkin 
and squash entry weigh-offs for 
prices. It starts with fun for kids 
of all ages and food, drinks, a 
hay maze and plants, of course.
Christianson’s Nursery & Green-
house, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon.

Get out your bibs, it’s the 
Skagit Tidewater Boil! 
Celebrate the food, farming and 
fishing communities of Skagit 
Valley with fine food, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26, at the 
La Conner Marina. Tickets on 
sale at genuineskagitvalley.com.

Joseph Gregory Rossano 
Artist Talk: “Portraits of the 
Divine” at MoNA, a 30-minute 
guided walkthrough of the 
exhibition followed by 15 minutes 
of Q&A with the artist. 12-12:45 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28, 121 S. 
First St. La Conner. 

Teen Art Club at Museum of 
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St., 
is a free program for youth in 
grades 6-12, where you can bring 
your friends and your creativity 
to make art together and inspire 
your art. Pizza, snacks, and art 
supplies will be provided. 3-5 
p.m. Fridays.

39th annual Lynden Lions Club 
Model Train and Toy Show, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 5 and 6, North-
west Washington Fairgrounds, 
1775 Front St., Lynden. Show 
features over 50,000 square feet 
of running model train layouts, 
exhibits and vendors. Tickets at 
the door: adults $8, seniors $6, 
children 6-12 $5, children under 
age 6 free.
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

By Alison Hitchcock
Skagit County Master Gardener

When planning your garden 
or landscape, choosing the right 
trees is crucial – not just for 
aesthetics, but for the long-term 
health of your yard. 

While many guides suggest the 
best trees for various sunlight, 
soil and moisture conditions, 
few address trees that should be 
avoided due to their vulnerability 
to invasive insects and pathogens.

Several tree species are at risk 
due to non-native insects and 
diseases. These pests, which 
often go unnoticed until they 
cause significant damage, have 
made certain trees poor choices 
for planting in your yard.

True firs, including Noble 
and Pacific silver firs, are under 
threat from the balsam woolly 
adelgid (BWA), an invasive 
insect from Europe. The BWA 
sucks sap from branches and 
trunks, causing “gouty” swell-
ings that restrict the tree’s ability 

to transport nutrients. Trees with 
severe infestations can die within 
five years. 

White pine blister rust, a 
fungal disease from Asia, targets 
white pines with clusters of five 
needles. This rust has nearly 
wiped out western white pine 
populations in many areas, and it 
continues to threaten whitebark 
and bristlecone pines. The fungus 
infects trees through wet needles, 
with young trees being particu-
larly vulnerable. Pruning infected 
branches can help, but infection 
is often fatal once the fungus 
reaches the main stem.

The bronze birch borer, a na-
tive pest, has become a signifi-
cant threat to ornamental birches, 
especially non-native varieties. 
The borer attacks weakened 
trees, leading to thinning foliage 

and branch death. Borers damage 
the tree’s vascular system, mak-
ing recovery unlikely. Main-
taining tree health and selecting 
resistant varieties are the best 
prevention strategies.

The emerald ash borer is a 
bright green beetle that has 
devastated ash tree populations 
across North America. The larvae 
feed on the tree’s phloem, the liv-
ing tissue in vascular plants that 
transports the soluble organic 
compounds made during photo-
synthesis. This can cause girdling 
and kill the tree within two years. 
While not yet widespread in the 
Pacific Northwest, the emerald 
ash borer was recently discov-
ered in Oregon, indicating that 
it’s only a matter of time before 
it spreads further.

Two diseases threaten beech 

trees: beech bark disease and 
beech leaf disease. Beech bark 
disease is caused by a combi-
nation of beech bark scale and 
fungal infections, leading to tree 
death within 10 years. Beech 
leaf disease, associated with 
a nematode, causes leaves to 
become leathery and branches to 
die, killing the tree within six to 
10 years. Though these diseases 
have not yet reached the North-
west, it’s wise to avoid planting 
beech trees as a precaution.

Every August, as part of 
National Tree Check Month, res-
idents are encouraged to inspect 
their trees for signs of invasive 
pests or disease. Early detection 
can significantly improve the 
chances of managing infestations 
before they become unmanage-
able. Timely action could save 
your trees and your landscape.

For more details on these tree 
species and how to protect your 
garden, visit the full Ask a Mas-
ter Gardener blog post at www.
skagitmg.org/trees-not-to-plant/. 

Don’t plant these troublesome trees in your yard

By Anne Basye

A cutting-edge, first-of-its-
kind new food waste prevention 
facility will be unveiled at the 
Washington State University 
Skagit County Extension Office 
next Wednesday, Sept. 25. 

It’s a Worm Chalet – the brain 
child of Extension staff commit-
ted to preventing food waste. 

In 2023, staff offered programs 
and a social media campaign, 
“Use Food Well,” to begin help-
ing Skagit county residents learn 
how to keep food waste out of 
landfills. 

But this year, as they prepped 
another season of food waste 
prevention activities, Diane 
Smith of the Extension’s Family 
and Consumer Science unit and 
her colleagues took a close look 
at their own practices. 

“We looked at the trash can in 
our office kitchen used for staff 
lunches and food demonstra-
tions,” she said. “It was filling up 
with food. We weren’t walking 
what we talk.” 

A small cross-unit team began 
to look for ways to change office 
practices. Its first step was sign-
ing up for Ridwell, a service that 
processes plastic, Styrofoam and 
other hard-to-dispose trash from 
packages delivered to the office. 

(Yes, it picks up in La Conner.) 
Tackling food waste was the 

task of Alex DuPont, coordina-
tor of the county Master Gar-
dener program, which has an 
extensive composting system 
and a worm bin at its Memorial 
Highway demonstration garden. 
She turned to a trio of Master 
Gardeners who design and build 
structures at the garden. 

Master Gardener Herta Kurp 
sketched out a design for a worm 
bin enclosure. Once it was ap-
proved by the Extension’s land-
lord, the Port of Skagit, she and 
fellow gardeners Claire Cotnoir 
and Hank Davies got to work. 

“While we were building it, 
people were constantly coming 
up and asking what we were do-
ing,” said Kurp. “Someone came 
up with the name ‘Worm Chalet’ 
because it’s kind of fancy.” 

The worm bin inside the Cha-
let is not fancy at all, but a com-

fortable home for red wriggler 
worms that digest scraps from 
the new kitchen food bin. (Paper 
towels, paper plates and napkins, 
meat, onion peels and other food 
scraps not suitable for worms go 
into a separate green bin.) Week-
ly, staff members weigh the food 
bin to see how much they are 
diverting from the waste stream. 
About 12 pounds was collected 
in the first six weeks. 

That’s a small drop in an 
enormous bucket. According to 
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, 30 to 40 percent of the 
food supply is wasted – and food 
is the single largest category of 
material placed in landfills. 

Overall, about a third of the 
world’s food supply is thrown 
away, mostly by consumers. 

That’s terrible for family bud-
gets, says Smith, whose mother’s 
family “ate every bit of the pig 
except the squeal during the 

Depression.” 
And it’s a terrible use of food 

and the land that produces it. 
“The highest purpose of food is 
to enjoy it and to be nourished, 
not waste it and throw it away,” 
she said. “Someone creates beau-
tiful soil to make strawberries 
that are sweet, red and delicious 
and when you buy them, push 
them to the back of the refriger-
ator, have no plan for using them 
and then toss them, everything 
along the way is wasted!” 

WSU Extension addresses food waste with new Worm Chalet

(continued on page 8)



STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

SKAGIT COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT

STATE OF 
WASHINGTON
PETITIONER,

V.
STEVEN M. RINDAL 

AND DOROTHY J. 
RINDAL, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE; WAFD, 

INC., A WASHINGTON 
CORPORATION; 
PUGET SOUND 
ENERGY, INC., 

A WASHINGTON 
PUBLIC UTILITY 
CORPORATION; 
WAVEDIVISION 

HOLDINGS, 
LLC, A FOREIGN 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY; ZIPLY 

FIBER NORTHWEST, 
LLC, A FOREIGN 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY; 

JA77 TRUST OF 
CHARLESTOWN; 

AND SKAGIT 
COUNTY,

RESPONDENTS.
NO.

NOTICE AND 
SUMMONS IN 

CONDEMNATION
TO: THE 

ABOVE-NAMED 
RESPONDENTS

A lawsuit has been start-
ed against you in the 
above-entitled Court. The 
Petitioner’s claim is stated 
in the Condemnation Pe-
tition, a copy of which is 
served upon you with this 
Notice and Summons in 
Condemnation (Notice and 
Summons), and which has 
been filed with the clerk of 
the Court.
Notice is hereby given 

that the Petitioner will, on 
October 25, 2024, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon after as 
can be heard, seek an order 
of public use and neces-
sity as described in RCW 
8.04.070. The hearing will 
take place at the courthouse 
in Mount Vernon, Skagit 
County, Washington.
You are hereby notified 

that the determination of a 
public use is for the Court 
to make, and at the time 
and place indicated above, 
you may appear and object 
to that determination. The 
Court may make this deci-
sion without oral argument 
from any party, based only 
on any written pleadings 
submitted to the Court.
After the determination by 

the Court that this project 
is for a public use, the Peti-
tioner will ask the Court to 
set a trial date for determi-
nation of the amount of just 
compensation to be paid 
for the taking or damaging 
of the land, property, and 
property rights. As to prop-
erty rights sought, the Pe-
titioner will ask the Court 
to award it a temporary 
construction easement. The 
land and property interests 
at issue are specified in the 
attached legal description 
(Exhibit A).
EXHIBIT A:
Parcel Number: 1-25360
STATE VS. STEVEN M. 

RINDAL and DOROTHY 
J. RINDAL, husband and 
wife,
DESCRIPTION:
A temporary right and 

easement to use and occu-
py the following described 
lands, for the purpose of 
placing personnel, machin-

ery and equipment on said 
lands, providing a construc-
tion staging area for storage 
of equipment and materi-
als, and providing a work 
area to perform all work 
necessary for the construc-
tion of a new fish passable 
structure, appurtenances, 
and habitat enhancements 
including, but not limited 
to, relocation of utilities as 
needed, clearing trees and 
vegetation as needed, con-
structing and operating a 
temporary stream bypass, 
possible modifications to 
the course and profile of 
the waterway, placement of 
large woody material and 
other such enhancements 
(“Construction”) as well as 
post-construction establish-
ment of native type vegeta-
tion including, but not lim-
ited to, planting, seeding, 
inspecting, monitoring, 
watering and weed control, 
together with rights of on-
going ingress and egress to 
accomplish said purposes 
(“Plant Establishment”). 
The Temporary Easement 
shall terminate on Decem-
ber 31, 2029 (the “Term”).
All that portion of the 

hereinafter described PAR-
CEL “A” lying within a 
tract of land described as 
follows:
Beginning at a point op-

posite Highway Engineer’s 
Station (hereinafter referred 
to as HES) 45+92± on the 
SR 9 line survey of SR 9, 
UNNAMED TRIBUTARY 
TO NOOKACHAMPS 
AND HANSEN CREEKS 
– FISH PASSAGE, TEM-
PORARY EASEMENT 
EXHIBIT 1-25360 and 
30.0 feet northeasterly 
therefrom, said point also 
being the southwest cor-
ner of said PARCEL “A”; 
thence easterly along the 
southerly boundary of said 
PARCEL “A” to a point op-
posite HES 46+06± on said 
line survey and 50.0 feet 
northeasterly therefrom; 
thence northerly to a point 
opposite HES 45+00.0 on 
said line survey and 140 
feet northeasterly there-
from; thence northwesterly 
parallel with said line sur-
vey to a point opposite HES 
43+80.0 thereon; thence 
northeasterly to a point 
opposite HES 42+90.0 on 
said line survey and 230.0 
feet northeasterly there-
from; thence northwesterly 
parallel with said line sur-
vey to a point opposite HES 
41+50.0 thereon; thence 
southwesterly to a point op-
posite said HES and 40 feet 
northeasterly therefrom; 
thence continuing south-
westerly to a point opposite 
said HES and 30 feet north-
easterly therefrom; thence 
southeasterly parallel with 
said line survey to the point 
of beginning. 
The current connection 

point from the Respon-
dent’s property to State 
Route 9 shall be closed 
by the Petitioner on June 
5, 2026.  The Petitioner 
shall construct a replace-
ment connection point to 
State Route 9 per the re-
quirements the Washington 
Administrative Code 468-
51-140(4). Further the Pe-
titioner shall, at no charge 
to the Respondent, issue an 
access connection permit, 
effective June 5, 2026, al-
lowing the Respondent le-
gal access from State Route 

9 to the Respondent’s prop-
erty at the approved con-
nection point.
SUBJECT TO the follow-

ing terms and conditions:
Petitioner’s use and oc-

cupancy of the easement 
area during Construction 
will be limited to no more 
than twenty-two (22) con-
secutive months during the 
Term. Construction will be 
followed by a three (3) year 
Plant Establishment period.  
Petitioner shall provide 

Respondent a minimum 
of thirty (30) days written 
notice prior to commence-
ment of construction.
Large Woody Material 

(LWM) will be installed in 
the stream habitat within 
the TE area and adjacent to 
the culvert. LWM will not 
require any ongoing main-
tenance beyond termination 
of this temporary easement. 
A portion of the Petition-

er’s work will take place at 
night. 
Single lane closure will be 

used as needed throughout 
the duration of the project. 
Full roadway closure will 
not be longer than 3 weeks. 
Access to property will be 
maintained. 
Petitioner shall, upon 

the exercise of such rights 
specified herein and com-
pletion of construction 
of said project described 
herein, remove all debris 
and restore the surface of 
this Temporary Easement 
to a condition as close as 
practicable to its condition 
existing immediately pri-
or to the exercise of such 
rights, excepting any mod-
ifications or improvements 
made as part of the con-
struction project.
PARCEL “A”
That portion of the North-

east 1/4 of Section 23, 
Township 34 North, Range 
4 East W.M., lying West of 
the Nookachamps Creek, 
EXCEPT county roads and 
railroad right of way;
ALSO EXCEPT that 

portion lying East of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad 
right of way and North of 
the South line of the right 
of way of Knapp Brick and 
Tile Co., as conveyed by 
deed recorded in volume 86 
of Deeds, page 109;
ALSO EXCEPT that por-

tion thereof conveyed to 
Skagit County for road 
purposes by deed dated De-
cember 23, 1935, and re-
corded under Auditor’s File 
No. 277158 in Volume 169 
of Deeds, page 136, ALSO 
EXCEPT that portion of 
said premises conveyed to 
the State of Washington by 
deed dated June 30, 1941, 
and recorded under Audi-
tor’s File No. 343312 in 
Volume 184 of Deeds, page 
506;
AND ALSO EXCEPT 

that portion lying Westerly 
of the Big Lake-Clear Lake 
Road.
Situate in the Coun-

ty of Skagit, State of 
Washington.
The lands herein con-

demned for a temporary 
easement contain an area 
of 55,404 square feet, more 
or less, the specific details 
concerning all of which are 
to be found on that certain 
Exhibit Map entitled SR 9, 
UNNAMED TRIBUTARY 
TO NOOKACHAMPS 
AND HANSEN CREEKS 
– FISH PASSAGE, TEM-

PORARY EASEMENT 
EXHIBIT 1-25360, now of 
record and dated November 
23, 2022.
While an Answer is not 

required in a condemnation 
matter, entering a Notice 
of Appearance will ensure 
that you receive notice of 
future pleadings in this 
case, including hearings at 
which you are entitled to be 
heard. If you wish to seek 
the advice of an attorney in 
this matter, you should do 
so promptly so that your 
appearance, if any, may be 
served on time.
This Notice and Summons 

is issued pursuant to Supe-
rior Court Civil Rule 4 of 
the state of Washington and 
RCW 8.04.020.
DATED this 4th day of 

September 2024.
ROBERT W. FERGUSON
Attorney General
/s/ Carly R. Johnson
CARLY R. JOHNSON, 

WSBA #60340
MATTHEW D. HUOT, 

WSBA #40606
Assistant Attorneys 

General
Attorneys for Petitioner
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 11 
and 18, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF KING

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 

LISA JOANNE 
EDDLEMAN,
DECEASED.

NO.: 24-4-05684-7 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE 

NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed the undersigned as 
Administrator (i.e., Person-
al Representative or Ex-
ecutor) of Decedent’s es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the Decedent 
must present the claim: (a) 
Before the time when the 
claim would be barred by 
any applicable statute of 
limitations, and (b) In the 
manner provided in RCW 
11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim 
with the foregoing Court, 
and (ii) By serving on or 
mailing to the attorney for 
Personal Representative 
at the address below with 
a copy of the claim.  The 
claim must be presented 
by the later of: (a) Thirty 
(30) days after the Person-
al Representative served or 
mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time period, the 
claim will be forever barred 
except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for 
claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication 

of this Notice: August 28, 
2024.
Decedent’s SSN for DSHS 

only:  _________________
Signed: /s/ LORI E. 

HEIMBUCH
LORI E. HEIMBUCH, 

Administrator
Attorney for Personal 

Representative and Ad-
dress for Service/Mailing: 
Law Offices of Setareh 

Mahmoodi, PS
Attention: Setareh 

Mahmoodi 
18222 104th Ave NE, 

Suite 103
Bothell, WA 98011 
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 4, 
11, and 18, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON 

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF KING
IN RE THE ESTATE 

OF:
JUDITH ANN COOK,

DECEASED.
CASE NO. 24-4-06346-1 

SEA
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.010 ET SEQ.
Suzanne Allene Burrell 

has been appointed and has 
qualified as Personal Repre-
sentative of the above-cap-
tioned estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
Decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be 
barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in 
the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address 
stated below, a copy of the 
claim and filing the orig-
inal of the claim with the 
court. The claim must be 
presented within the later 
of: (1) Thirty days after the 
Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. 
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.
DATED: September 13, 

2024 
FIRST PUBLICATION: 

September 18, 2024 
/s/____________
Donna M. Calf Robe, 

WSBA No. 18852
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
BROTHERS & HEN-

DERSON, P.S.
936 N. 34TH STREET, 

SUITE 200
SEATTLE, WASHING-

TON 98103
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 18, 
Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 2024.
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

LEGAL NOTICES

Have you 
seen our 
new website?
Laconnerweeklynews.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

pursuing a degree in the 
library field. 

For Barber, whose 
college major was art, the 
library has been the perfect 
culmination of careers that 
have seen her do “a million 
things.” 

“It all contributed to this 
being just about the best 
job I’ve ever had,” she 
said. “This is a good one to 
go out on.” 

The favorite aspects of 
her work mission have 
been organizing summer 
student reading program 
activities, reading for pre-
school children and perus-
ing as many of the library’s 
volumes as possible so that 
she can provide insight 
into each for patrons. 

“Getting to read books 
has been a great part of 
the job,” Barber said. “It’s 
been a big part of my job, 
to read.” 

Barber’s landing at the 
library is the stuff upon 
which storybook endings 
are developed. 

“We were new in town,” 
recalled Barber, whose 
husband, Craig, is a con-
tractor and accomplished 
photographer, “and my 
sister was visiting. She 
was in the library – she 
had borrowed my library 
card – and saw that they 
had posted a job opening 
for a children’s librarian. 
She told me about it since 
it’s something I’d always 
wanted to do. 

“She reached out to 
(then-library director) Joy 
Neal,” Barber recounted, 
“and said, ‘Don’t give that 
job to anyone else.’” 

Barber’s time here coin-
cided with Covid. 

“That was a really weird 
time,” she said. “I changed 
books in the window 
displays a lot to let people 
know we were here. They 
could knock on the win-
dow and point to the books 
they wanted to check out.” 

Moving one block to the 
new building in 2022 was 
another highlight.

“That was something, 
moving from the old 
building,” she said. “It was 
quite a sight seeing the 
kids moving books in their 
wagons. There’ve definite-
ly been a lot of changes in 
the last six years.” 

She has not had a typical 
workday. Each has been 
different and many have 
provided anecdotes she 
won’t forget. 

A favorite was a discus-
sion with a patron about a 
book she had been asked to 
read for a local book club. 
Shortly afterward, another 
woman entered the library. 

“She said, ‘I have a 
strange question’ – people 
say that all the time – and 
asked if we knew of a 
certain book for which she 
didn’t know the title or 
author,” Barber said. 

She provided a brief 
description of the plot and 
Barber began Googling the 
information to see if she 
could match it with a title 
but wasn’t having luck. 

“The lady said she was 
going across the street to 
meet a friend,” said Barber, 
who asked Rabel to help 
solve the mystery. 

“Sarah typed a couple 
questions into her phone,” 
Barber said, “and was able 
to come up with the title. 
And, wouldn’t you know 
it, it was the same book 
that the other patron had 
talked about a couple hours 
before.” 

The lady was dining 
with her friend at the 
nearby COA restaurant. 
When the friend told her 
the book’s title and author, 
“she jumped out of her 
chair,” said Barber. 

“And her friend said, ‘Is 
this a fun town or what?’” 
Barber said. 

With no shortage of 
more such vignettes, 
Barber could very well 
write her own book. 
Which, between gardening 
and reading, might be 
something for her to 
consider in retirement. 

Librarian
. . . (from page 1)



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

KIDS ARE BACK IN SCHOOL 
— Time for you to come and get 
a relaxing massage from Jo’s 
Healing Hands. 360-708-2022.

QUIET PRIVATE OFFICE 
SPACE FOR RENT overlooking 
Skagit Bay. Second floor office 
with southern exposure and great 
natural light. Office is 8’ by 22’ 
(176sf), wired for phone/internet. 
Restrooms on main floor. Utilities 
included. $350 per month. Con-
tact John at 425-218-8820.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

NOT TO BE MISSED
Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin 
Festival, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  Saturday, 
Sept. 21. It ends with pumpkin 
and squash entry weigh-offs for 
prizes. It starts with fun for kids of 
all ages and food, drinks, a hay 
maze and plants.Christianson’s 
Nursery & Greenhouse, 15806 
Best Road, Mount Vernon.

Get out your bibs, it’s the 
Skagit Tidewater Boil! Cel-
ebrate the food, farming and 
fishing communities of Skagit 
Valley with fine food, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26, at the 
La Conner Marina. Tickets on 
sale at genuineskagitvalley.com.

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

The Town of La Conner will 
hold a public workshop on the 
Commercial Transition (Moore-
Clark) sub-area plan at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 30, in Maple Cen-
ter. Come share your thoughts 
with town staff and planning 
consultants.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For shy ones.
•	 Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime, 10-11:30  

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime and Songs, 

1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 
school-aged teens.

•	 Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. second Saturdays 
except January, June, July, 
December.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Through Sept. 29:

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
•	 Joseph Gregory Rossano: 

Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection 
of large-scale works.

•	 William Morris: Early Rituals. 
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from 
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday. qfamuse-
um.org, 360-466-4288. Through 
Oct. 13: 
•	 Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt 

Nihon. Various artists
•	 Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Through 
Sept. 29:
•	 Signs, Signs, Everywhere 

Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work 
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson 
of Mortenson Signs.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer 
and donation opportunities at 
skagithumane.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.  
laconnerfoodbank.com.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism. Meets at 
8:15 a.m. Mondays, 503 Morris 
St., La Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 
360-228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. For current agenda go to 
www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. Mon-
days at Shawn O’Donnell’s.

Little Mountain Gamblers 
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior 
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
before the next Weekly 
News hits the street. Go 
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and 
submit your event!

Zucchini Bread

 Select zucchini with-
out large seeds. You 
can scrape the seeds 
out. I hand-grated one 
zucchini. I left the peel 
on.

Ingredients
•	 Eggs, 3
•	 Sugar, 2 cups
•	 Vegetable oil, 1 cup
•	 Vanilla, 2 teaspoons
•	 Zucchini, 2 cups 

grated
•	 Flour, 3 cups
•	 Baking powder, 1 

teaspoon
•	 Baking soda, 1 tea-

spoon
•	 Salt, 1 teaspoon
•	 Cinnamon, 2 tea-

spoons
•	 Nutmeg, 1/2 tea-

spoon
•	 Ground cloves, 1/4 

teaspoon

•	 Raisins, 1/2 cup

Preparation 
Grease bottom of 

loaf pans. Use one 
large bowl to mix all 
ingredients. Whip eggs 
with wire whisk until 
foamy. Gradually add 
sugar, then oil, vanilla 
and zucchini to blend. 
Add first cup of flour 
gradually, then add 
leavening agents. 
Add second cup of 
flour, then cinnamon. 
Add final cup of flour, 
then nutmeg, cloves, 
raisins. Bake at 325 
degrees F for 35 min-
utes for mini loaves, 
45 minutes for 3 x 5 
loaf, 60 minutes for 
two large loaves. On 
all sizes, use toothpick 
to test doneness.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Save the Date
Wed., Sept. 25, 7:00 p.m.

Civic Garden Club, 622 Second St.
Initial Meeting – Learn More!

Let’s maintain our hometown newspaper, 
independent since 1879 – Continuing the 

tradition of weekly publishing in La Conner.

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 
SAVE THE 

!

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

Stop by our showroom today! 
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30  ●  360-424-8455
www.NWFF.com

919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Open Daily to Everyone  •  Downtown Mt. Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

Tickets & more Info: SkagitRiverPoetry.org

Featuring,
Ellen Bass, Elizabeth 
Bradfield, Claudia Castro 
Luna, Chen Chen, Lorna 
Crozier, Tony Curtis, 
Samuel Green, Ilya 
Kaminsky, M.L. Smoker, 
Robert Wrigley and 25 
other remarkable poets!

“Brian was brilliant,” she 
stressed. “He’s always made 
himself available.”

Wharton also lavished praise 
on Assistant Planner Ajah Eills, 
Planning Commissioner John 
Leaver, Civic Garden Club Pres-
ident Kim Good-Rubenstein and 
famed local artist Tracy Powell. 

“Ajah,” Wharton said, “is 
absolutely brilliant. She is an 
absolute asset to this town.” 

Councilmember Mary Wohleb 
recalled that the parks com-
mission has endorsed the fence 
installation plan. 

Mayor Marna Hanneman 
pledged that the project will 
happen early next year. 

Sunday, Aug. 8
16:02 p.m.: Seems suspicious – 
Female reported to be running around 
the La Conner Marina parking lot who 
appeared to be on drugs. A deputy 
checked the area but did not locate 
the subject or any other crimes. North 
Second Street, La Conner.

Wednesday, Sept. 11
5:09 a.m.: Run but can’t hide – Deputy 
checked on a suspected driving under 
the influence collision where subjects 
tried to flee and hide in Pioneer Park. 
Deputies searched the area and located 
the driver and a passenger hiding in the 
woods. The driver was arrested and pro-
cessed for DUI. Conner Way, La Conner

10:56 p.m.: Weapon offense – Report 
of two separate gunshots from the area. 
A deputy was in the area and confirmed 
hearing gunshots as well. The area was 
checked, and another witness was locat-

ed but nobody could determine where 
the shots came from. A deputy stayed in 
the area without further incidents. Myrtle 
and Whatcom streets, La Conner.

Thursday, Sept. 12
6:53 p.m.: An interesting guest – Front 
desk clerk at the hotel had a white 
Australian shepherd come into the hotel 
with no tags or owner around. The hotel 
agreed to keep the dog until either the 
owner showed up or animal control ar-
rived. South Second Street, La Conner.

Saturday, Sept. 14
2 p.m.: Car vs. pole – A driver lost 
control on Kamb Road near Jungquist 
Road and hit a power pole. The car 
ended up in the ditch with the power 
pole being knocked over and laying on 
the ground. The driver suffered minor 
injuries and was transported to Skagit 
Valley Hospital. Kamb and Jungquist 
roads, greater La Conner.

Town council
. . . (from page 1)

Wharton commended the 

By Ken Stern

Step into the Wayfinder Café 
on North First Street and the first 
thing you will see are freshly 
baked desserts on top of the deli 
case. That is, unless co-owner J.J. 
Grant is behind the counter. Not 
because he is a big guy – he is – 
but because his large bright smile 
will capture your attention.

While the name change from 
former owner Scott Dean’s Way-
finder Deli to Wayfinder Café, is 
one word, the word café captures 
the essence of Krista Ericson and 
Grant’s business. Dean empha-
sized fresh, fast and grab-and-go 
take out. Take out remains an 
option, but the café nature is re-
flected in china plates, metal table-
ware, eating in and a stay-awhile-
and-chat-with-us atmosphere as 
much as an expanded menu that 
includes wine.

“It’s a cozy breakfast and 
lunch spot,” Ericson says. “We 
do breakfast and lunch. We have 
espresso. (We want it to be) some-
thing memorable.” She called 
their espresso maker a beautiful 
machine and praised its aesthetic. 
That is a change from the drip 
coffee of Dean’s deli.

Grant termed it “a Ferrari. It is 
what built Starbucks” when they 
were a single location in Seattle, 
he noted. 

They want customers to come 
for the coffee and the comfort 
food they offer and to sit, eat, get 
comfortable and talk, with each 
other and with them. “He is so 
good with the customers,” Ericson 
said. “He is a breath of fresh air 
when people come through the 
door.”

“We want this to be a place 
where people want to go,” Grant 
said.

They appreciate La Conner and 
its residents. “People come in and 
introduce themselves,” Grant said. 
He praised neighboring merchants 
for their support, naming half-a-
dozen, from Raven’s Cup Greg 
Whiting down the block to WaFd 
Bank Manager Tami Mason at the 
other end of Morris Street.

Ericson gave a shout out to 
Watertank Bakery’s Rachael 
Sobczak, both as a person and for 
her bread. Grant emphasized they 
are using as much locally sourced 
foods as possible.

The Everett residents had been 

looking for a business and were 
glad Dean’s was available. “We 
like La Conner; we love the com-
munity here. We found the space. 
It felt like the right fit. It was what 
we were looking for,” explained 
Ericson.

Not only have they been 
daffodil and tulip season visitors; 
Grant’s uncle was a South Fourth 
Street resident 40 years ago, and 
an operating “Moore Clark was in 
his back yard.”

Both were raised in the Pacific 
Northwest, with Grant’s family 
going back four generations. He is 
related to Sterling Jones Barnum, 
P.T.’s brother. Barnum Point on 
Camano Island carries the fami-
ly’s name.

Ericson and Grant have decades 
of experience in the food and hos-
pitality industry. Grant left being 
a manager at the Everett Golf and 
Country Club.

“If we are going to do 70 hours 
a week, let’s do it at least togeth-
er, instead of being separate,” 
reasoned Ericson. “Ask me.” She 
paused and laughed, something 
both did a lot, and smiled at each 
other, also. “It is great.”

“Nothing says love like a 30-
year mortgage on a house,” said 
Grant.

Asked how their first three 
months running their first business 

has gone, they looked at each 
other quizzically, shrugged and 
flashed smiles. “Ask in January,” 
Ericson responded.

She acknowledged the trials 
and errors of a startup and that 
“it definitely took some figuring 
out.” She is optimistic about their 
progress in learning: “We will get 
there.” 

After years working restaurants’ 
front-of-the-house, she is running 
the kitchen. “I love the things we 
have made our own,” she said, 
some of it putting their spin on 
Dean’s menu items. They have 
expanded the pizzas, creating a 
breakfast pizza. Many of the des-
serts are made in-house, from the 
variety of sweet and savory puff 
pastries to the salt caramel and 
pretzel crust brownie, chocolate 
brioche bun and crème brûlée 
cheesecake.

Ericson praised Grant’s wine 
selections. The alcohol is another 
addition.

The turn from opening at the 
start of the all-hands-on-deck bus-
tle of tourist season to what Grant 
termed the “local season” has 
them considering changing hours 
and causes Ericson some anxiety. 
They like the idea of some time 
off, finding some balance and 
looking into moving to La Conner.

When Ericson said, “we will get 
there,” she meant settling in as a 
business owner and a resident. The 
two realize that running their own 
business means, as Grant said, 
“a lot more on us,” with Ericson 
finish his sentence and adding her 
own sentiment: “Everything. Plus 
you get to worry about the money. 
Before we didn’t have to worry 
about paying the rent.”

And, as they did throughout 
the interview, they looked at each 
other and smiled.

Wayfinder Café worth the North First Street walk

THEY SMILE ALL THE TIME – Wayfinder Café owners J.J. Grant and 
Krista Ericson started operating their North First Street eatery in June. 
As the season turns to fall, they have hot chocolate and all kinds of 
coffee drinks, soups, sandwiches and more on the menu.

 – Photo by Ken Stern

It’s also terrible for the 
climate. The USDA says that 
production, transportation and 
handling of food generates 
significant carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions and that food in land-
fills generates methane, an even 
more potent greenhouse gas. 

Smith thinks the Worm Chalet 
is an excellent demonstration 
of the Extension’s new food 
waste slogan “Plan, prepare and 
practice.” 

“I think ‘practice’ says ‘I want 
to think and behave differently 
around how I deal with food,’” 
she says. 

Smith and her staff focus on 
“plan and prepare” by offering 
classes on efficient food shop-
ping, meal planning and usage. 

Once bones have become soup, 
carrot tops have been turned into 
pesto and banana peels are vegan 
banana bacon, Master Gardeners 
and Master Composter Recyclers 
and their worms tackle the 
backend practice of keeping food 
scraps out of the waste stream. 

For people in multiunit build-
ings, that can be a challenge. 
WSU has given out tabletop 
compost containers, but apart-
ment dwellers have no place to 
process food waste once their 
containers are full. Smith hopes 
the new Worm Chalet will be a 
first step toward providing access 
to food recycling programs. A 
community compost site may 
also be an answer. 

The new Worm Chalet will 
be dedicated at 2 p.m. Sept. 25 
at 11768 Westar Lane, Suite A, 
Burlington. 

Worm Chalet
. . . (from page 5)

entire community. 
“I love that this town appreci-

ates art,” she said. 
Hanneman later reported 

meeting with Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community and Shelter 
Bay representatives. 

“It was a great meeting,” she 
said. “Chairman (Steve) Edwards 
participated and said we should 
have a potlatch in the spring and 
that Swinomish would bring the 
oysters and fish.” 

Councilmember Rick Dole 
said that the town’s emergency 
management commission is 
looking to fill two vacancies. 

The council also approved 
a resolution appointing Josie 
Adams as the Arts Commission 
non-voting student representative 
based on La Conner Middle and 
High School Principal Christine 
Tripp’s recommendation. 
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