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BREAK IT DOWN, LOAD IT UP, HAUL IT AWAY – Last Wednesday Fifth Street neighbors were greeted by the sound of an 
excavator and crew demolishing the Mitchell house, which was destroyed by fire June 19. Some folks watched from nearby 
porch steps. By Thursday afternoon the house was boxed up in two roll-off containers. Story next week.� – Photo by Ken Stern

Farmland protected on county’s ag scenic corridor 

Once a house. Now a vacant lot Tulip farms 
court case 
dismissed

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS – Last Friday Sandy and 
Bill Stokes, right, brought their 27-foot Roberts Express 
Cruiser down to La Conner Marina. When it went in the 
water it became the property of the Roberts family. Rob 
and Stacie Roberts posed with the Stokes at the marina’s 
dock. � – Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Grace Deng

In recent years, districts are spending a lot more 
money to keep Washington’s schools running – but 
state funding isn’t keeping up. 

That’s according to a new report from the League 
of Education Voters, which found school districts 
have increased spending on staff by 19.7% between 
the 2019-20 and 2022-23 school years. 

“We’re using an outdated prototypical school 
funding model to try to take care of kids in 2024,” 
said one rural school district superintendent quoted 
in the report. “It’s like trying to use a geometry 
equation to solve a calculus problem. They don’t 
match.” 

There are 295 school districts total in Washington 
and the report authors say 28 were surveyed that 
“represent the diversity of school districts across 

School districts still low 
on state level funding

By Bill Reynolds

Some things never change – like 
the excitement when a Roberts-built 
boat is launched in La Conner. 

And for a few fleeting moments 
last Friday at La Conner Marina and 
on Swinomish Channel it was 1960 
again as a classic 27-foot Roberts 
Express Cruiser was the center of 
attention while being lowered into 
the water. 

Its launching captured the imag-
ination of onlookers gathered at La 
Conner Maritime Service. 

And for good reason. 
Salvaged 15 years ago from a dry 

storage marina on the Snohomish 
River and tirelessly restored by La 
Conner residents Bill and Sandy 
Stokes, the vessel had once been the 
personal favorite of famed designer 
Howard Roberts, who had managed 

production here of more than a thou-
sand stylish fiberglass recreational 
boats in the 1950s and ‘60s. 

After enjoying the boat for over a 
decade – it proved, for them, to be 
the quintessential pleasure craft – the 
Stokes listed it for sale on a social 
media marketing site. In time, the 
posting was viewed by members of 
the Roberts family. 

There was no doubt. They had to 
buy it. 

“It was built in the Jenson’s barn 
for grandpa’s personal use,” Jay 
Roberts, a grandson of the late 
Howard Roberts, told the Weekly 
News. 

Howard Roberts had been part of 
the Bellingham Shipyards Bell Boy 
Boats team which in the early 1950s 
enjoyed success meeting a growing 
demand after World War II for recre-
ational fiberglass boats. 

The appeal of fiberglass in those 
post-war years was due to it being 
light, strong and durable – and wa-
terproof. In other words, a material 
ideally suited for boat hulls. 

This was the first Roberts boat, he 
said, that was built after the sev-
en-year run in La Conner of Skagit 
Plastics, a subsidiary of Dunlap 
Towing. 

“Gene Dunlap asked grandpa 
to come down and do this in La 
Conner,” Jay Roberts said. “So, he 
became the lead designer for Skagit 
Plastics and off they went.” 

Eventually, Howard Roberts 
shifted his focus to top-of-the-line 
commercial fishing boats. He was 
joined at Roberts Boat Company, 
based in La Conner, by his son, Jim, 
who passed away earlier this year at 

Famed La Conner boat-building family buys its namesake vessel

By Ken Stern

The 2023 lawsuit pitting Tulip Town against 
Andrew Miller’s then-new across-the-road Tulip 
Valley Farms was dismissed Aug. 8 in Skagit 
County Superior Court. Tulip Town’s motion 
was granted to have its claims dismissed without 
prejudice. The farm business had alleged Miller, its 
former partner and CEO of its parent Spinach Bus 
Venture Group, engaged in unlawful “duplicitous 
conduct” and breach of contract in starting Tulip 
Valley Farms.  

Miller countered that the partners operating 
agreement allowed him to engage in “business 
ventures of every nature and description.”

The suit was brought just days before the start 
of April’s Tulip Festival and sought to keep Tulip 
Valley Farms from opening. The parties soon 
agreed, April 7th, to strike the pending motion for 
temporary restraining order and cancel the hearing 
on the motion.

In June 2024 the Skagit County Clerk filed a 
motion to dismiss the case. It had languished for 
a year, with no documents filed by either party, 
Miller’s lawyer then filed a motion July 17 compel-
ling discovery, that Tulip Town produce documents 
in 14 areas.

The first four were related to “www.tulipvalley-
farms.com’ and or ‘www..tulipvalleyfarm.com.’

To these and other requests for documents, Tulip 
Town objected that they were “overbroad, unduly 
burdensome and not reasonably calculated to lead 
to discovery of relevant admissible evidence.” 
Another objection was that the defendant could 
readily obtain the documents 

Nine days later Tulip Town’s attorney filed a 
motion to dismiss the case without prejudice.

The Aug. 8 dismissal was signed the day before 
its scheduled court hearing. Each party had to pay 
its own costs and attorneys’ fees.

Dismissal without prejudice gives Tulip Town 
the option to refile the case.

Skagit County’s Farmland Legacy 
Program finalized a conservation ease-
ment on an 80-acre farmland property 
to permanently protect the land for 
agricultural use in July. The property 
sits along the state’s only designated 
Agricultural Scenic Corridor at the 
Chuckanut Drive and I-5 interchange.

Landowner Mark Houser, part of the 
Houser family co-ownership of sib-
lings and their children, expressed his 
family’s commitment to safeguarding 
agriculture in Skagit County. Houser 
notes he received calls weekly about 
developing the 80-acre property.

“I want to see farmland set aside 
for my kids and for our farmers,” said 
Houser. “We need our working lands 
for our working farmers.”

“The Houser family’s decision 
guards this keystone property on 
the ag corridor as prime farmland,” 
said Commissioner Ron Wesen, who 
represents the northwest district of 
Skagit County. “Their decision is to 
the benefit of us all.”

The land’s prime Skagit and Sumas 
silt loam soil is now protected from 
non-agricultural use. The land has 
been in a rotation of potatoes and 
grains since Skagit Valley Farm leased 
it eight years ago.

Farmland under conservation ease-
ment protection through the Skagit 
County Farmland Legacy Program 
now totals 14,820 acres.
Partners in protecting farmland

The Chuckanut farmland project 

was made possible by the joint efforts 
of Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland 
and the Skagit County Farmland 
Legacy Program. The land is part of 
the Agricultural Scenic Corridor that 
runs from Starbird Road in Conway to 
Bow Hill.

“There’s a lot of pressure to expand 
development on farmland along the 
I-5 corridor,” said Commissioner Peter 
Browning. “You just have to look up 
and down the interstate to see what 
could happen in Skagit County.”

“For 25 years, Skagit County’s 
Farmland Legacy Program and its 
partners have helped permanently 
protect one of our most precious and 
finite resources, our farmland,” added 
Commissioner Lisa Janicki. “We are 
grateful for the amount of support our 
community has for the preservation of 
agriculture.”

Since 1997, the Skagit County 
Farmland Legacy Program has 
sourced $23.7 million in compensation 
to farmland owners for the perma-
nent protection of agricultural land 
in Skagit County. The funds are $14 
million in Skagit County conservation 
futures tax funds and $9.7 million in 
local and federal grants and nonprofit 
contributions.
Skagit Agricultural Scenic Corridor

The state’s first agricultural scenic 
highway was designated February 
2010 in Skagit County. It remains the 
only designated agricultural scenic 
highway in the state, offering sweep-

ing views from I-5 of Skagit farmland.
Former state Senator Mary Margaret 

Haugen sponsored the bill to classify 
this section of the highway system as 
scenic and included specific language 
for Skagit County’s designation. The 
state defines an agricultural scenic 
corridor as an area that showcases 
the state’s historical agricultural area 
and promotes the maintenance and 
enhancement of agricultural areas.

Approximately eight miles of prime 
farmland line the designated corridor 
between Conway and Bow Hill. More 
than 2,200 acres within a quarter mile 
of the agricultural scenic corridor 
is permanently protected by Skagit 
County Farmland Legacy easements. 
That is 3.5 square miles of protected 
farmland.
Skagit County’s Farmland Legacy

The Farmland Legacy Program is a 
county-funded initiative that compen-
sates landowners for placing a per-
petual conservation easement on their 
land. Landowners retain ownership of 
their land and continue their farming 
operations. The program’s primary 
goal is to protect Skagit County’s vital 
agricultural productivity and character.

The county has budgeted $3 million 
in conservation futures tax funds for 
the purchase of easements in 2024 and 
2025.

Information: skagitcounty.net/
farmland; 360 416-1417.

Source: Skagit County government
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Opinion

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

From the editor — 

Getting to more housing
372 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 17 weeks to paper’s inal issue

Yesterday afternoon, at a hearing before the Town of La Conner ‘s 
hearing examiner, the case of granting a conditional use permit for a 
health club to open at the former COA restaurant on Maple Avenue 
was heard. The land is zoned residential. The restaurant operated with 
a conditional permit. Once the building was vacant for six months the 
zoning reverted to residential.

Several residents oppose the permit application, saying workforce 
housing is needed in La Conner and an apartment building is prefera-
ble, that residential sites are scarce.

Once again housing here is being championed by individuals. The 
town’s government seems unable to make workforce housing a priori-
ty or be vocal about it. The scattered efforts to “mingle” with resi-
dents seem to be these meetings’ purpose without policy or planning 
to guide either residents or staff. In the absence of town articulated 
goals, residents are filling the void as the spirit moves them.

Dyann Provenzano held a fundraiser a couple of Saturdays ago, 
inviting friends to visit, eat, drink and make a donation to Skagit 
Habitat for Humanity. Perhaps neither elected officials nor town staff 
were invited.

The Saturday before, coincidentally, Skagit Habitat held an 
informational meeting in Pioneer Park, seeking applicants for the 
first three homes for which it intends to break ground on property it 
bought at South Third and Caledonia streets last year. Neither town 
officials nor staff were seen at the gathering.

Diane Goetz, a Soroptimist, as is Provenzano, at the fundraiser, in 
the spirit of volunteerism and community, suggested her Soroptimist 
chapter recruit volunteer work parties and contribute shifts to help 
construct the homes. Volunteer labor and sweat equity provides the 
bulk of construction hours for building Habitat homes.

Goetz also suggested reaching out to the local Kiwanis and Rotary 
clubs to get their participation.

Contrast this support and the attitude of town residents, albeit 
activists and volunteers, with the pace of initiatives taken by town 
officials, both elected and staff. One planning commissioner criticizes 
state mandates municipalities must meet for the high ratio of work-
force housing as a percentage of all housing built in town by 2045.

Belatedly, staff corrected statements made that called state housing 
goals suggestions, not requirements.

Only in July did the town hire a consultant to develop a plan for 
economic development of the area below Town Hall and across from 
its parking lot. Funds from the state’s Community Development 
Block Grant program were awarded two years ago. These are federal 
funds supporting housing for people with lower incomes.

And it has been over two years since Port of Skagit staff and 
consultants made a presentation to the town’s council and planning 
commission, introducing their plans for developing 13 acres at its La 
Conner Marina property that projected workforce housing there.

The residents, mobilized by the town council’s selling of the Hedlin 
ballfield property in 2021, have championed housing opportunities 
at every possible occasion. Their government is neither clear nor 
consistent on this issue. It rushed to spend $168,000 for a half-acre 
of landlocked property in the floodplain behind Channel Cove, 
below Pioneer Park. It is an unlikely housing site. Why invest in that 
property? Those dollars could have funded longterm planning.

Yes, small town government development of subsidized housing is 
complex and costly. Consider the many possible players and partners, 
parts of the puzzle, if you will.

Start with the mayor, council and staff.
Externally, it is critical to work with Skagit Habitat for Humanity, 

Skagit County government, Port of Skagit, La Conner Schools, 
Washington state agencies, federal agencies and local, state and 
national nonprofits.

This paper has recognized before that the town government lacks 
resources, is short on funds and understaffed, with a parttime mayor 
and volunteer council members. That is exactly why empowering 
a Town of La Conner Working Class Housing Commission will 
move the issue forward, as the town’s Emergency Management 
Commission has steadily done since early 2023.

There is a cliche that when the people lead the leaders will follow.
Some residents, at least, are waiting.

– Ken Stern

By Ken Stern

The Aug. 6 primary election 
results were certified by the 
Washington Secretary of State 
after the Weekly News went to 
press Tuesday, but the winners 
were all known from the first 
vote count. Only some 60 
ballots remained to be counted 
by the Skagit County elections 
office staff. In the three-county 
state legislative district 10, 
an estimated 30 ballots were 
outstanding in Island and 
Snohomish counties.

The most competitive race in 
November will be between State 
Senator Ron Muzzall’s (R-Oak 
Harbor), the primary winner with 
about 48.2% of the vote, a 1,300-
plus districtwide margin over 
Island County Commissioner 
Janet St. Clair. She won 46.6% 
of the votes. Almost 51.6% of 

votes were cast for Democrats, 
with Camano Island resident 
Danny Sandberg pulling 6%.

State Rep. Clyde Shavers 
(D-Oak Harbor) won 52.3% 
of votes in the LD 10 Pos. 1 
contest. He faces Republican 
Carrie Kennedy, an Oak Harbor 
resident. Her 26.4% of the vote, 
with Republican Arlington 
City Councilmember Yvonne 
Gallardo-Van Ornam’s 21.1% 
portend a close November 
contest.

LD 10 Pos. 2 State Rep Dave 
Paul (D-Oak Harbor) won 
convincingly, gaining 55.5% of 
the vote in his third term run. Re-
publican Island County resident 
Gary Wray’s 44.4%. The two run 
again in November.

Likewise, incumbent 
Skagit County Commissioner 
Ron Wesen (R-Bow) won 
convincingly, with 65.9% of 

the vote against Hope Island 
challenger Rylee Fleury’s 33.2%, 
running in the county’s District 
1. In November they will run
countywide.

Rep. Rick Larsen (D-Everett), 
with 48.2% of votes, convinc-
ingly wonthe 2nd Congressional 
District, comprised of Island, 
San Juan, Skagit and Whatcom 
Counties and the northwest tip of 
Snohomish County.

Sedro-Woolley resident Cody 
Hart, a MAGA Republican Party 
candidate, won 19.8% of the 
vote in the eight-person contest. 
The three Republican candidates 
won 35.7% of the vote. Four 
other Democrats and Green Party 
candidate Jason Call were also 
on the ballot.

Skagit County turnout was 
43.5% with an estimated 
37,775 ballots cast from 86,514 
registered voters.

Incumbents win all races in primary election

CORRECTION
The correct time for the Junior 

Artwalk kickoff is 3 p.m. Friday 
at the La Conner Swinomish 
Library.

At 5 p.m. today, livestreamed 
on YouTube, is a forum on 
“Housing for Our Whole 
Community to Live, Work & 
Stay,” organized by the League 
of Women Voters of Skagit 
County and hosted by Skagit 
Housing Consortium, EDASC, 
and Community Action of Skagit 
County. Attend in person at the 
Sedro-Woolley City Council 
chamber, 325 Metcalf Street, 
Sedro-Woolley. 

The discussion will emphasize 
the lack of housing affordable 
to workers, families and seniors 
in Skagit County. The League 
press release notes that housing 
is a regional issue, and that there 
are things that residents can do 
to help. 

Speakers are Mayor Julia 
Johnson, City of Sedro-Woolley; 
John Janicki, Janicki Industries; 
Paul Woodmansee, BYK 
Construction; Tina Tate, Skagit 
Habitat for Humanity and Rep. 
Sam Low, 39th Legislative 
District. Elizabeth Jennings, 
from Community Action of 
Skagit County, will moderate.

This panel includes local busi-
nesses sharing the impact of the 
housing shortage on their work-
force, area builders, non-profit 
organizations and government.

The livestream link, and for 
information:: skagitlwv.org/
Sedro-Woolley-Housing-Forum.
html.

Source: League of Women 
Voters of Skagit County

Forum on workforce housing 
5 p.m. TODAY; join online

By Greg Whiting

Electric cars were introduced 
in the 1890s. They only had 
about 50 miles of range between 
charges, but they wouldn’t break 
your arm starting them and they 
didn’t make loud noises and 
scare horses. Internal combus-
tion engine cars weren’t reliable, 
gasoline wasn’t widely available, 
tires on all car types were unreli-
able and roads were bad. As late 
as 1905, electric, steam and ICE 
cars split the market with about a 
33% market share each. 

Steam and ICE cars gradually 
got better tires, electric starters 
and better roads. The first Indy 
500, in 1911, proved that an ICE 
car could run 500 miles! (Steam 
cars, more durable at the time, 
were banned.) Mass-market 
electric cars, with their ranges 
limited by battery weight, faded 
away, with the last one sold in 
the early 1930s. 

Electronic variable-speed 
drives, which facilitate recovery 
of braking energy into batter-
ies and thus extend EV ranges, 
became available in the 1980s. 
Batteries were improving, too. In 
1989, the first commercial nick-
el/metal hydride (NiMH) battery 
was introduced. In 1991, Sony 
invented the lithium-ion battery, 
in sizes suitable for cell phones. 

The GM EV1, introduced in 
1996, used regenerative braking, 
but had a heavy lead-acid battery. 

GM changed to the lighter NiMH 
battery for 1999, but the decision 
to discontinue the slow-selling 
vehicle had already been made. 

The very next time someone 
tried, electric cars started making 
a comeback. The Toyota Prius 
and Honda Insight, both intro-
duced as the EV1 was being 
discontinued, were hybrids with 
NiMH batteries. Experience 
from long-term use of NiMH 
batteries in hybrids improved 
battery and regenerative braking 
technologies and proved battery 
durability. 

Lighter-weight lithium-ion 
batteries fell in cost. Tesla intro-
duced pure electrics again, fol-
lowed by Nissan. The 2006 Tesla 
was rated at 244 miles between 
charges, up significantly from the 
1999 GM EV1’s 142 miles. The 
range of the 2010 Leaf was only 
about 80 miles. Today’s Leaf, 
after 15 more years of battery 
improvements, is rated at 226 
miles. 

Tesla’s Roadster, in 2006, 
cost around $100,000. The 
current-generation Leaf has a 
suggested retail price of $36,000. 
Pure electrics with a similar (200 

or so miles) range, offered by 
China’s BYD outside the U.S., 
aren’t built to U.S. safety stan-
dards, may be subsidized by the 
Chinese government – and are 
available in other countries for 
as little as $20,000. First costs of 
EVs are still falling. 

Further battery improvements 
are on the horizon. Testing 
batteries for durability and 
safety requires that the batteries 
being tested actually be charged, 
discharged and recharged for 
thousands of cycles. Then, man-
ufacturers have to set up manu-
facturing processes to make and 
install the new batteries. 

Based on current testing, 
batteries which will enable mass 
production of EVs with ranges of 
600-700 miles between charges,
will be commercially available
no later than the 2029 model
year and possibly as early as
2027. Car model years change in
September, so that’s two to four
years from now.

Battery improvements for 
pure EVs can also be applied to 
hybrids, for those who want the 
certainty of ICE range. Plug-in 
hybrids are likely to gain share 
within the hybrid niche. 

To remain a viable tourist 
destination, La Conner needs to 
anticipate more plug-in hybrids 
and more pure electric cars. In-
stalling more public – and faster 
– chargers is critical. More on
this next week.

A look at electric car making history, then, now and next

Stand for truth, 
honesty, courage

I am sympathetic to your recent 
view article questioning the value 
of our present two-party system 
to our election process. The 
criticism can apply to either side. 
The parties gain total control by 
holding the purse strings and thus 
keep things in uproar as an easy 
way to generate funds. In this 
game, money talks loudly.

The whistlestop train cam-
paigning may be too outdated, 
but the undergirding of what 
we stand for may still be there. 
Namely:

1. That truth is the most sus-
tainable way to keep us free, safe 
and fair in our interactions.

2. That honesty is the most re-
liable way to gain truth no matter 
the means of science, faith, art or 
argument.

3. That the goal of winning no

matter the cost is bound to lose 
over the long haul.

4. That courage is essential for
any virtue or value to be effective 
whether you need to defend, sac-
rifice or compromise for the best 
workable result.

5. That understanding and co-
operation should be attempted be-
fore picking up a gun or using the 
legal system to coerce unfairly.

Then, the big controversial 
issues that demand sides be taken 
and that battles be lost or won 
might be more likely to bring 
the reform, change, support or 
acceptance to solve these prob-
lems and avoiding the dangerous 
frustration that brings pointless 
violence. 

Things will change only for 
the worse if we keep taking each 
other out, making any workable 
solution impossible. The stakes 
are definitely too high for this.

Sharon Robinson
Shelter Bay

The Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde Tribal Council 
approved a two-year contract 
renewal for Court of Appeals 
Judges Patricia Davis, Robert 
Miller and Patricia Paul at its 
July meeting.

For over a decade Paul has 
been the food editor for the 
Weekly News.

Paul reappointed 
tribal court judge
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Government

Skagit Valley
Farmers Market
Sundays 10-2
through October

The Vinery
at

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA 

ChristiansonsNursery.com

Slice into summer with
sweet, juicy melons

at the Co-op!
skagitfoodcoop.com | 360.336.9777

YARD WASTE RECYCLINGYARD WASTE RECYCLING

www.townofl aconner.org

Town of La Conner

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm 
12154 Chilberg Road, 
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for 
buying compost at the plant. 

No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Cynthia Lee Lundquist
Cynthia Lee Lundquist (née 

Currie), aged 64, passed away on 
July 4, 2024, in Everett, Wash-
ington. 

Born on May 6, 1960, in 
Seattle, Washington to John and 
Patricia Currie. Cindy attended 
Shorewood High School. Cindy 
lived most of her adult life in 
La Conner where she worked 
for Pacific Mariner. Cindy later 
moved to Orcas Island with her 
adoring husband, Loren Lund-
quist. Cindy enjoyed working 
at The Exchange, where she got 
to know most of the Island’s 
residents, along with her favorite 
coworkers, “the crows.” Cindy 
was known for her profound love 
for animals. There was not an 
animal on the Island that Cindy 
did not take under her wing. 

Cindy is survived by her lov-
ing husband of 16 years, Loren 
Lundquist; sons Travis Phillips 
(Lauren) and Sam Phillips 
(Jenaye); her cherished grand-
children, Lukas, Jaxon, Colin 
and Myiah; and her sister Jo 
Ann Currie. She is preceded in 
death by her parents and brother, 
Daniel Currie. Her family and 
friends will remember her as a 
caring and passionate individual, 
always ready to lend a helping 
hand and share a moment of joy. 

A Celebration of Life will be 
held at a later date and informa-
tion will be made available once 
arrangements have been made. 

Theodore Frank Schnase
Theodore Frank Schnase 

passed away with family by his 
side on Aug. 1, 2024. Ted was 
born on March 8, 1937, to Alice 
(Twaddle) and Theodore Schnase 
in Port Angeles. The family 
owned the Sunrise Bakery and 
Ted worked there alongside his 
parents. He spent as much of his 
early years as he could beside the 
Elwha River and had many fond 
memories of picnicking, hiking, 
swimming, fishing and exploring 
throughout the wilderness of the 
Olympic Mountains.

Ted graduated from Port 
Angeles High School in 1955. 
He and his wife Bessie made 
their home there with their three 
daughters – Charlene, Cheryl 
and Annette. The family then 
moved to Edmonds, where Ted 
worked in the bakery at Grocery 
Boys. He later managed the 
bakery in the Yard Birds in 
Chehalis. 

Ted moved to Raymond in 
1968 and took over Bill and 
Mary’s Bakery in the old Dick’s 
Supermarket. The bakery thrived 
and was always busy. Ted baked 
an incredible assortment of 
cookies, donuts, pastries, cakes 
and breads and he loved hearing 
about people’s favorites. He 
married Cheryl Pederson in 1972 
and they had two daughters – 
Melissa and Thea. Ted retired in 
1998 and moved to La Conner 
in 2005. He spent his retirement 
years fishing, boating, walking 
beside the salt water and being 
with family.

Above all else, Ted loved 
being a dad and grandpa. He was 
playful, funny, devoted, steady 
and reliable and deeply loved. 
He was a gifted fisherman and 
being on or near the water was 
always his favorite place to be. 
Ted had a delightful sense of hu-
mor and an incredible curiosity 
about the world.

Ted is survived by his five 
daughters – Charlene, Cheryl, 
Annette, Melissa and Thea 
– ten grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. He will be 
greatly missed. 

A memorial and potluck meal 
will be held at the Raymond First 
Baptist Church (913 Duryea 
Street) on October 12 at 3 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome. Donations 
can be made in Ted’s name to 
the L.V. Raymond Foundation 
(PO Box 423 Raymond, WA 
98577) or The Answer For Youth 
(PO Box 633 Port Angeles, WA 
98362).

By Bill Reynolds

Music to one’s ears can be 
mere noise to another’s. 

To find harmony between 
the two, the La Conner Town 
Council discussed potential noise 
control at its Aug. 13 Maple Hall 
meeting, especially those related 
to the La Conner Live Sunday 
concerts amplified music in 
Gilkey Square. 

Administrator Scott Thomas 
raised the topic in his written 
report in the council packet.

“As has been the case for 
several years, Gilkey Square has 
been frequently used for musical 
performances,” Thomas began. 
“I am aware that the performanc-
es have included a middle school 
choir, a brass band, a group of 
several stringed instruments, 
a group featuring karaoke and 
others. 

“Each Sunday,” he added, 
“the summer concert series takes 
place with a different musical 
group, which is financially 
supported by the Town. Some of 
these events are amplified, while 
others are not. 

“We became aware earlier this 
summer,” Thomas reminded the 
council, “that some merchants 
object to these events and more 
particularly the performances 
that use amplification.” 

Thomas noted that the Town’s 
present noise ordinance does not 
clearly address the situation. In 
fact exempted from regulation 
are noises originating from com-
mercial businesses and industries 
that comply with the state’s 
Noise Control Act. 

But there’s a catch, he said. 
“Enforcement of this provi-

sion,” Thomas pointed out, “re-
quires use of a meter to measure 
the sound. 

“In addition,” he continued, 
“the Town may not establish 
lower limits than those specified 
in state law without the advance 
approval of the Department of 

Ecology.” 
All other noise is regulat-

ed using a public disturbance 
approach: “Public disturbance 
noise ordinances,” he wrote, “are 
based upon a subjective standard 
as opposed to measures of maxi-
mum decibel readings. “ 

That can raise constitutional 
questions. Prohibitions can’t be 
so broad as to impinge on free 
speech, he pointed out. 

Earlier this year a merchant 
whose business adjoins Gilkey 
Square told the panel that a musi-
cal event at Gilkey Square held 
on a Saturday “was disturbing to 
his business and perhaps to oth-
ers as well,” Thomas recalled. 

Councilmember Ivan Carlson, 
who arrived an hour into the 
meeting wearing firefighting 
bunker gear after helping 
extinguish a vehicle blaze north 
of town, confirmed Thomas’ 
recollection and noted that the 
merchant had said he no longer 
works on Sundays because music 
interferes with his business. 

Carlson suggested that the 
Town could limit weekend music 
at Gilkey Square to Sundays. 

“Maybe we could say ‘no’ 
to music on Saturdays,” said 
Carlson. 

Mayor Marna Hanneman 
proposed that if there is outdoor 
music on Saturdays – or other 
days of the week – that it be held 
somewhere other than Gilkey 
Square. 

“It’s interesting,” said 
Hanneman, “because some of the 
merchants like having it there. 
Some do and some don’t, but it 
does bring people into town.” 

Councilor Rick Dole said at 
monthly outdoor downtown 
“First on First” events during the 
COVID-19 pandemic that alter-
nate venues for live music were 
considered. 

“We talked about bringing 
music down here,” Dole said of 
the courtyard adjacent to Maple 
Hall. 

Longtime resident Linda 
Talman estimated that the crowd 
for the previous Sunday concert 
performed by Midlife Crisis & 
the Alimony Horns was larger 
than usual, perhaps because its 
amplification was tempered. 

“I thought there were more 
people there listening to the mu-
sic and dancing,” Talman said. 
“Maybe that’s because it wasn’t 
so loud.” 

Cooler than normal summer 
weather might’ve been a factor, 
too, Councilmember Annie 
Taylor offered. 

Ultimately, the council agreed 
to extend the discussion beyond 
its 90 minute meeting and 
seek input from Chamber of 
Commerce Director Mark Hulst, 
whose Skagit Cellars winery is in 
Gilkey Square. 

“Maybe Mark has some 
ideas,” said Councilmember 
MaryLee Chamberlain. “We 
should ask Mark first. He might 
have a sense of the scale.” 

In other council business, 
Carlson thanked his colleagues 
for having committed Town 
resources toward acquisition of 
a fire boat. Such a vessel would 
have been of great benefit when 
local firefighters and emergency 
medical personnel responded to 
an Aug. 1 aid call on a boat off 
Kiket Island, he said. 

Hanneman said Town officials 
will continue to meet with state 
lawmakers to secure additional 
funding for a fire boat here. 

Council approved acquisition 
of an asset management software 
program while tabling a request 
for an additional $2,000 in hotel/
motel tax revenue to the Skagit 
Valley Tulip Festival. The coun-
cil put the item on its Aug. 27 
agenda, when Finance Director 
Maria DeGoede is in attendance. 

The Aug. 13 council meeting 
opened with a presentation by 
Lona Wilbur on Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community history. 

Town council sounds off on Gilkey Square music complaint

By Ken Stern

The La Conner Town Coun-
cil passed a budget amendment 
adding $163,500 to the general 
fund “as a commitment to the fire 
boat” at a July 31 special meeting 
called for that purpose, the meet-
ing minutes state. The council 
also approved an agreement with 
Beckwith Consulting for the 
Moore Clark sub area develop-
ment plan, funded by the state’s 
Community Development Block 
Grant awarded in 2022.

Town funds fire boat

OBITUARIES
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www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

Stop by our showroom today! 
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30  ●  360-424-8455
www.NWFF.com

919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon
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OakHarborFestival.com
NON PROFIT 501(c)(3) • EIN#46-1637770

LABOR DAY WEEKEND  
FREE 3 DAY  

MUSIC FESTIVAL

Sponsored in part by

August 30 ThroughAugust 30 Through
September 1, 2024September 1, 2024

Oak Harbor Oak Harbor 
Music FestiMusic Festivalval

Oak Harbor 
Music Festival

By Bill Reynolds

The annual Swinomish Back-
to-School Bash, held as summer 
draws to a close, was again a 
cut above similar events held 
elsewhere. 

That was true both literally and 
figuratively. 

The three-hour Aug. 14 gath-
ering at John K. Bob Ball Park 
had something for all student 
groups – school supplies, T-shirts 
and hoodies, general and specific 
campus and classroom informa-
tion, school district calendars, 
snack foods, sno-cones and more. 

And there were free haircuts, 
provided by students from the 
Mount Vernon-based Northwest 
Barber Academy. 

Swinomish Education Director 
Michael Vendiola said the 
barber’s station is a back-to-
school bash tradition with a local 
connection. 

“We had a Swinomish tribal 
member who went to barber 
school,” Vendiola recalled, “and 
he asked if he could give free 
haircuts here. So, we established 

a relationship with the barber 
academy to participate.” 

There were nearly 20 other 
stations beneath and outside the 
ball park’s big tents. They in-
cluded tables representing the La 
Conner Schools administration, 
Swinomish Dental Clinic, student 
advocates and paraprofessionals 
for all grade levels, Swinomish 
Archives, the Susan Wilbur 
Early Education Center, Swin-
omish Boys & Girls Club, the 
Lushootseed Language program, 
13 Moons, Swinomish Climate 
Adaptation Action Plan and Swin-
omish scholarship opportunities. 

“We’re here to provide infor-
mation and answer questions that 
come up,” middle and high school 
principal and athletic director 
Christine Tripp told the Weekly 
News. “One of the things we’re 
doing is giving out fliers about the 
new cell phone policy.” 

That policy is designed to 
create a cell phone free learning 
environment on campus this fall. 

Tripp, elementary principal 
Heather Fakkema, Director of 
Teaching and Learning Beth 

Clothier and secondary counselor 
Eric Crinklaw handed out 
several items, most notably the 
multi-colored school calendar. 
Tripp noted that preseason 
football practice, with the school 
transitioning to eight-man team, 
begins Aug. 21. Other high school 
fall sports practices start Aug. 

26 and middle school teams get 
started on Sept. 7, she said. 

Not all stations were directly 
related to education. That was by 
design, Vendiola said. 

“We do an outreach and invite 
the other tribal departments to 
participate,” he said. “We think 
it’s a great opportunity to learn 

about all the other programs.” 
The mood was upbeat through-

out the afternoon. Vendiola drew 
cheers, during the hottest part of 
the day, when he announced that 
the sno-cone machine would be 
set up soon. 

Former La Conner Superinten-
dent Will Nelson, now a faculty 
member at Western Washington 
University, assisted Swinomish 
staff at the scholarships table. 
Nelson said he will be teaching a 
graduate course, an undergraduate 
honors class and a section for 
principal interns fall quarter. 

Everyone was greeted by Krista 
Hamburg and Scottie Miller of 
Swinomish Archives, who shared 
a pictorial display highlighting the 
“history of our gathering places.” 
The exhibit featured photos and 
news clippings of the old Ameri-
can Hall, Swinomish gym, social 
services building and other key 
tribal landmarks. 

For this event, it was the large 
white tents at the ball park that 
served as a gathering place –
marking the unofficial start of La 
Conner’s 2024-25 school year.

Going back to school in style is part of annual Swinomish event

School funding
. . . (from page 1)

the state” in terms of enrollment, 
location, racial demographics and 
other factors. 

Districts are spending well 
above state-funded levels for op-
erating staff, especially for office 
support and custodians – 40% of 
whom are hired using more funds 
than allocated by state lawmakers. 
Districts are also spending about 
5% more on teachers and 11% 
more on teachers’ aides, or paraed-

ucators, than they’re funded for by 
the state. 

Employee salary and benefit 
costs make up over 80% of district 
budgets. Spending on other areas 
that help districts keep the lights 
on has increased even more than 
staff spending.

“The cost of literally everything 
that schools spend money on is 
going up,” said Jacob Vela, chief 
policy officer at the League of 
Education Voters. 

Food costs are up 36%, insur-
ance costs are up 48%, repair costs 
are up 54% and natural gas costs 

are up 76% from the 2019-2020 to 
2022-2023 school years. 

Over 60% of the districts 
surveyed in the most recent school 
year said inadequate state funding 
for special education was a “sig-
nificant and growing challenge.” 
While lawmakers increased fund-
ing for special education this year, 
it’s still capped at a percentage of a 
school’s population.

The report also notes that district 
needs are changing as schools get 
more diverse: There are about 50 
more languages spoken by stu-
dents in Washington schools than 
there were 15 years ago, Vela said. 

“What’s being asked of schools, 
what’s being provided to students 
and families looks very different 
than it did 20 years ago,” he added. 

Students of color, low-income 
students and English language 
learners have all become a much 
greater proportion of school 

demographics in the past decade 
too. Districts are hiring more staff 
to support these needs: From the 
2019-2020 to 2022-2023 school 
year, statewide hiring of social 
workers grew 63%. 

Schools in Washington are 
largely funded by the Legislature, 
plus money from local levies and 
the federal government. In 2012, 
the state Supreme Court issued 
a landmark ruling known as the 
McCleary decision, finding that 
the Legislature had failed in its 
duty to adequately fund public 
schools. After that, lawmakers 
changed how schools were funded 
and bolstered their funding. 

But the report suggests Wash-
ington is still failing to comply 
with the McCleary decision. 

“The Washington State Supreme 
Court has clearly determined 
special education and a compet-
itive wage for K-12 staff is part 

of ‘basic education,’” the report’s 
authors wrote. “Many districts use 
local levy funding to pay staff sal-
aries and to fund special education 
services for students.” 

“Many superintendents shared 
that they believe the conditions 
that led to the McCleary court 
ruling have been recreated with 
how districts rely on local levies,” 
the report continues. 

This creates an issue for rural 
schools that don’t have a lot of 
levy money, Vela said. Some rural 
schools interviewed feel as if 
they’re becoming “feeder schools” 
for larger schools: Early career 
teachers are getting experience at 
rural schools and then moving to 
larger schools for the pay. 

“It’s a worrying combination of 
factors that we need to be aware 
of,” Vela said of the current school 
funding environment. 

In a statement to the Standard, 
the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction said there’s “no 
question that the Legislature made 
significant progress in funding 
our public schools in alignment 
with the McCleary decision” but 
that the investments made only 
“temporarily filled the hole of prior 
budget neglect.” 

“We are all feeling the effects 
of inflation, and schools are no 
different,” the office said. “Our 
state still has work to do. Superin-
tendent [Chris] Reykdal’s budget 
and policy requests for the 2025 
Legislature will aim to address 
these financial challenges.” 

First published Aug. 13, 
2024. Copyright 2024 Wash-
ington State Standard. Reprint-
ed with permission. More at: 
washingtonstatestandard.com.

IF IT’S NOT ONE LINE, IT’S ANOTHER – Staff from the La Conner 
School District, including Director of Teaching and Learning Beth Cloth-
ier, left, and Elementary School Principal Heather Fakkema, center, 
joined nearly 20 other organizations at the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community’s annual Back-to-School Bash.� – Photo by Bill Reynolds
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Arts & Entertainment

A&E BRIEFLY

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming arts and entertainment 
activities.

20th Annual Fidalgo Bay Day 
Aug. 24. Join the Skagit Marine 
Resources Committee and others 
for a free, fun, family outing at 
the 20th annual Fidalgo Bay Day 
Saturday, Aug. 24, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
at the Samish Indian Nation’s 
Fidalgo Bay Resort, 4701 Fidalgo 
Bay Road in Anacortes.

Skagit Symphony Art in the 
Garden Bash. Skagit Sympho-
ny holds its premier community 
fundraiser from 2-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 25. Enjoy art, music, exqui-
site gardens, a complementary 
shortcake with Schuh Farm ber-
ries, a raffle of an original Roger 
Small sculpture and wine for 
purchase. For $40 you can have 
a relaxing afternoon and support 
Skagit Symphony. Buy tickets at 
Christianson’s Nursery, Tri-Dee 
Arts or online at skagitsymphony.
com or BrownPaperTickets.com.

La Conner Live 2024 Free Sum-
mer Concert Series continues 
in Gilkey Square every Sunday 
from 1-4 p.m. through Sept. 8 at 
First and Morris streets. Bring a 
lawn chair and sunscreen.

Port of Anacortes Summer 
Concerts at Seafarers’ 
Memorial Park, 601 Seafarers 
Way. See the concert lineup at 
portofanacortes.com/events.

 July 10: Naughty Blokes
 July 12: Chris Eger Band and 

  the Powerhouse Horns
 July17: The Atlantics
 July 19: Victims of Love
 July 24: Pacific Twang
 July 26: No Rules
 July 31: Baby Cakes
 August 9: West Coast Feed
 August 16: Cherry Cherry
 August 23: Eden

Seafarers’ Memorial Park
601 Seafarers Way Anacortes

Wednesday and Friday Evenings 6-8pm

Seafarers’ Memorial Park
601 Seafarers Way Anacortes

Wednesday and Friday Evenings 6-8pm

Port of Anacortes presents

Honoring Leo Roozen for his support of rotary this year!

Skagit Symphony’s  
Art in the Garden Bash 

Sunday, August 25 • 2:00-5:00pm
Tickets $40 

(cash & checks only): 
Mount Vernon: 

Christianson’s Nursery 
Tri-Dee Arts

Azusa Garden Centre 
Sedro-Woolley: 

Old Thompson’s 
Greenhouse
Anacortes: 

The Wishing Rock 
Online at 

BrownPaperTickets.com 
skagitsymphony.com 
or scan the QR code

Complimentary Delicious Dessert 
No Host Bar & Local Art Raffle 

ofof
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GardensGardens

Proudly Sponsored by

By Sonja Nelson
WSU Extension Master Gardener

The lush, towering presence of 
western red cedars (Thuja plica-
ta) in Washington state has been 
a hallmark of the region’s natural 
beauty and ecological health. 
However, these majestic trees are 
facing an unprecedented threat. 
Urban areas like Mount Vernon, 
Burlington and Anacortes are 
witnessing a troubling phenom-
enon: the dieback of western 
red cedars. Drought mitigation 
planning is essential in preserv-
ing this valuable resource. 
Unveiling the crisis

Western red cedar dieback, 
primarily driven by drought and 
rising temperatures, is becoming 
increasingly common in urban 
landscapes. Red cedars strug-
gle in the changing climate as 
environmental stressors intensify. 
Citizens here have noticed die-
back and alerted local officials. 
City parks departments watch 
the health of the groves in Mount 
Vernon and Burlington and see 
that dieback is not yet a problem, 
but it occurred in Little Mountain 
Park only five years ago.
Historical context

To fully grasp the severity of 
this issue, it is essential to under-
stand the historical significance 
of western red cedars. They have 
long been a symbol of stability 
and endurance. Their decline 
marks a significant shift, high-
lighting the urgent need to adapt 
our urban forestry practices to 
the realities of climate change.

Washington State University 
has invested substantially in 
the observation and study of 

western red cedar dieback with 
their Extension Forestry division. 
Working from the hypothesis that 
red cedar dieback is a result of 
regional drought, WSU launched 
Forest Health Watch to track 
dieback. To participate, visit 
foresthealth.org/redcedar and 
report dieback. Your information 
will help confront the threats to 
these giants. Access to a detailed 
map of citizen scientist reports is 
also provided. The website pro-
vides multiple links to research 
on identification, biology, ecolo-
gy, distribution, ethnobotany and 
relevant pests and diseases.
Conclusion

The dieback of western red 
cedars is a pressing issue that 
demands our immediate at-
tention. By understanding the 
causes, implementing practical 
solutions and fostering commu-
nity involvement, we can take 
meaningful steps to protect these 
iconic trees. The best action to-
day’s gardeners and homeowners 
can take to preserve red cedars is 
to keep the soil around their trees 
weed-free, well mulched and to 
discourage heavy foot traffic.

Together, we can make a 
difference in safeguarding our 
urban forests’ natural beauty and 
ecological health. Read the full 
Ask a Master Gardener blog post 
and learn more about how you 
can contribute to the preserva-
tion of western red cedars, at 
skagitmg.org/western-redcedars/

Sonja Nelson is a Skagit 
County WSU Extension Master 
Gardener Class of 2009.

Western red cedar dieback update
By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Rotary Club, 
noted for its steadfast support 
of literacy and education, will 
honor at its annual dinner and 
auction this Saturday someone 
whose family is often lauded in 
print for its remarkable success 
growing tulips in the Skagit 
Valley. 

Leo Roozen, whose father, 
the late Bill Roozen, was a La 
Conner Rotarian, will be the 
local club’s honored guest at its 
major Aug. 24 fundraiser here. 

Billed as “The Magic of 
Rotary,” it is 5:30-9 p.m. at 
Maple Hall. 

The Roozen family began 
growing tulips in Holland be-
fore America became a nation. 
Over the past 75 years, it has 
become an integral part of the 
global flower industry while 
based in Skagit Valley, reputed 
as one of the best places in the 
world to produce tulips. Our 
temperate climate and latitude 
are similer to the Netherlands. 

Money raised at the auction 
helps support the club’s many 
service projects, missions that 
range from its signature literacy 
and education initiatives to 
promotion of daily food security 
and the funding of scholarship 
awards. 

Known as the “make it 
happen club,” its members take 
pride in adhering to Rotary 
International’s Four-Way Test 
while having fun in the process. 

By all accounts last year’s 
dinner and auction was a fun 
night, which honored four-
term La Conner mayor Ramon 
Hayes, as Rotarians raised 
around $90,000 – including 
winning bids and pledges from 

diners – on behalf of the causes 
they champion. 

Roozen is being saluted 
for embodying his family’s 
time-honored creed cele-
brating hard work and a “job 
well done” approach. He is 
universally praised for hav-
ing embraced technological 
innovations in the industry, 
including computer-controlled 
bulb rotation systems enabling 
year-round production. 

Roozen will be recognized as 
a Paul Harris Fellow, with the 
club making a $1,000 contri-
bution to the national Rotary 
Foundation in Roozen’s name.

“Leo is our club conduit 
to the tulips we sell to locals 
and visitors alike in two local 
booths,” club President Audrey 
Gravley told the Weekly News. 
“We make weekly deliveries to 
La Conner businesses and visit 
other Rotary clubs from Seattle 
to Bellingham throughout the 
month of April each year.” 

Washington Bulb Company, 
which Bill Roozen purchased in 
1955, includes a retail division, 
RoozenGaarde, which opened in 
1985 on three acres just over six 
miles northeast of La Conner. 

“Without Washington Bulb 
and this very popular product,” 
said Gravley, “our average net 
sales of $12,000 to $20,000 
wouldn’t be available to us. 
Without Leo and his family 
business, we wouldn’t be able 
to share with so many local 
charities and programs.” 

In its last fiscal year Gravley 
said the club funded 51 local 
organizations or projects and 14 
regional and international needs. 

“Many of our (club) mem-
bers,” she said, “also individu-
ally support projects as well.” 

In the current year, which 
began July 1, funds are raised 
for the following year. 

“That means that proceeds 
from the auction and from our 
tulip sales in April 2025 will be 
used beginning in July 2025,” 
said Gravley. 

About 60 per cent of the 
funds generated cover local 
needs. Just under 20 per cent 
is committed to district and 
international Rotary projects. 
Only five per cent is budgeted 
to cover administrative costs, 
Gravley said. 

“This leaves about 18 per 
cent of our funding to respond 
to grant requests,” Gravley said, 
“(which are) mostly local in 
scope and need.” 

For the current year, Gravley 
said La Conner Rotary has bud-
geted $29,000 for La Conner 
High School scholarships, the 
club’s largest single project. 

“We also support a number 
of programs in the La Conner 
School District, along with 
many other organizations, such 
as the local food bank, library 
programs, poetry in the schools, 
third grade student dictionaries 
and a book per month from 
birth to age five for local chil-
dren through the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library,” said 
Gravley. 

Those community outreach 
programs benefit significantly 
from the club’s collaboration 
with Leo Roozen, Washington 
Bulb Co. and the Roozen 
family. 

“I think it’s very appropriate 
to highlight the contributions 
the Roozen family has made to 
our community over the years,” 
Gravley said. “They’re certainly 
an agricultural powerhouse.

Rotary honors tulip grower Leo Roozen
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Place an 
At Your Service Ad

Plus appear in our
Online Business Directory

$225 FOR 12 WEEKS

LEGAL NOTICES

Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment 
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com      

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.

age 80. 
Reacquiring the 27-

foot cruiser in time for 
Jim Roberts’ memorial 
service on Cypress Island 
northwest of Anacortes 
later this month took on 
special significance for 
the family. The boat, after 
all, is a source of precious 
memories. 

“We took it to Rosa-
rio for our honeymoon,” 
recalled Jim Roberts’ wife, 
Marilyn, among those on 
hand for Friday’s launch. 

When Bill Stokes fired 
up the engine on Friday, 
it was like time traveling 
back to the era in which 
the boat was built – when 
Eisenhower was still in 
the White House and few 
Americans had heard of 
Vietnam. 

“This,” said Sandy 
Stokes, as the motor 
whirred, “is one of my 
favorite sounds.” 

Rob Roberts, anoth-
er grandson, set off for 
Cypress Island, briefly 
stopping in Anacortes, all 
without a hitch. 

“It feels so strange,” Bill 
Stokes said as the vintage 
vessel left the marina, 
“seeing someone else driv-
ing my boat.” 

When he saw the boat 
was up for sale, Rob 
Roberts could hardly have 
hidden his enthusiasm. 
He told his wife, Stacie, 
that “you’ve got to look at 

this. This is my grandpa 
Howard’s boat. We need to 
buy it.” 

“Yes, we do,” she 
agreed. 

The Stokes parted with it 
with mixed emotions. 

“We loved that boat,” 
said Sandy Stokes, the re-
tired former co-owner and 
editor of the Weekly News. 
“We had it for 15 years. 
Bill spent years working 
on it and we had a lot of 
fun on it. It took him a year 
to get it up and running 
after we bought it.” 

When they purchased the 
boat in Everett, the Stokes’ 
were faced with a major 
overhaul that truly became 
a labor of love. Among the 
bright spots was sanding 
off an old layer of paint 
to find the boat’s original 
seafoam hue. 

While a bit blue letting 
the boat go, the Stokes 
couldn’t be happier for the 
Roberts.’ 

“This is the best thing 
that could happen for us,” 
Sandy Stokes said, “for it 
to go back to the family. 
It’s just amazing. 

“It was their grandpa’s 
personal cruiser, a one-of-
a-kind,” she added, “and 
they remember it from 
when they were kids.”

TOWN OF LA CONNER
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR 

LODGING TAX FUNDING
The Town of La Conner is 

accepting requests for Hotel/
Motel tax distributions for 
budget year 2025. The 2025 
Lodging Tax Fund Request 
for Proposal may be found 
on the Town website under 
the Finance Department at 
www.townoflaconner.org. All 
requests must be received (no 
postmarks) at La Conner Town 
Hall, 204 Douglas, PO Box 
400, La Conner, WA 98257 
by 3:30 p.m. on September 9, 
2024. 
Please address any questions 

to Maria DeGoede, Finance 
Director, at financedirector@
townoflaconneror.org or call 
360.466-3125. 
Late submissions will not be 

accepted.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News August 14 & 
21, 2024.

TOWN OF LA CONNER
NOTICE OF 

APPLICATION/NOTICE 
OF HEARING

The Town of La Conner is 
processing a permit appli-
cation that may be of public 
interest
Date: August 16, 2024
Application File #: 

LU24-38CU-IV 
Applicant: Jason Linderman 
Town Contact Person: Mi-

chael Davolio AICP, Plan-
ning Director; P.O. Box 
400, La Conner, WA 98257; 
360-466-3125
Project Location: 313 Morris 

Street, Units 3&4, La Conner 
WA, P74144
Project Description: Change 

of use to long-term residential 
use. 
Public Hearing: Hearing 

Examiner
Date/Time/Location: Sept. 

17th/5 p.m./Maple Center. 
COMMENTS: Comments 

on this Notice must be sub-
mitted, in writing, between 
Aug. 21st-Sept. 17th, end of 
hearing. Comments should 
be as specific as possible. 
Any person may comment on 
the application and request a 
copy of the decision once it 
is made. Questions about this 
proposal and requests for ad-
ditional notification should be 
directed to the contact person 
listed above. The application 
and materials submitted by the 
applicant are available for re-
view from Town Hall.
If you have any questions 

concerning this project, 
contact Town Hall at (360) 
466-3125 or email planner@
townoflaconner.org. 
Issued/Published: August 21, 

2024
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 21, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

KEITH DEWEY, as his 
separate property

Plaintiff
vs.

THE HEIRS & DEVISEES 
OF ROY E. HAGIN, 

Deceased; THE HEIRS & 
DEVISEES OF NELLIE E. 
HAGIN, Deceased;  THE 
HEIRS & DEVISEES OF 
LEONARD E. HAGIN, 

Deceased; THE HEIRS & 
DEVISEES OF DOROTHY 

HAGIN, Deceased; AND 
ALL OTHER PERSONS 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY INTEREST IN OR 

TO THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY
Defendants

№    24-2-00745-29
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON TO: ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN 

CLAIMING ANY 
INTEREST IN OR TO 
THE SUBJECT REAL 

PROPERTY, Defendants:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the first publica-
tion of this summons, to wit, 
within sixty days after the 24th 
day of July, 2022, and defend 
the above entitled action in 
the above entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the 
plaintiff, and serve a copy of 
your answer upon the under-
signed attorney for plaintiff at 
his office below stated; and in 
case of your failure so to do, 
judgment will be rendered 
against you according to the 
demand of the complaint, 
which has been filed with the 
clerk of said court.
The object of this action is to 

quiet title to certain real prop-
erty, located in Skagit County, 
Washington, and described as 
follows:
That portion of the West 20 

feet of the East 600 feet of 
Government Lot 1, Section 13, 
Township 35 North, Range 10 
East, W.M. lying North of the 
Skagit River.
DATED:  July 22, 2024.
/s/________________
CRAIG SJOSTROM #21149
Attorney for Plaintiff
1204 Cleveland Ave.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 848-0339
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, July 24, 31, 
Aug. 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON 
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT 
In re the Estate of MARY 

PATRICIA TURNER, 
Deceased. 

Case No.: 23-4-00665-29 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
FINAL REPORT AND 

PETITION FOR DECREE 
OF DISTRIBUTION 

RCW 11.76.040 
CLERK’S ACTION 

REQUIRED 
Hearing Date: 09/27/2024 @ 

9:00 AM 
NOTICE is hereby given that 

Randolph Reilly, as personal 
representative of the above es-
tate, has filed on the office of 
the clerk of the above court the 
Final Report and Petition for 
Decree of Distribution, ask-
ing the Court to approve the 
Report, distribute the property 
to the persons entitled there-
to, and discharge the personal 
representative. 
The Final Report and Peti-

tion for Decree of Distribution 
will be heard on September 
27, 2024 at 9:00 AM in the 
assigned court room, at which 
time and place any person in-
terested in the above estate 
may appear and file objec-
tions to and contest the Final 
Report. 
DATED this 8th day August, 

2024 
/ s / Randolph Reilly 
Randolph Reilly, Personal 

Representative
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 21, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 
SWINOMISH TRIBAL 

COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN 

RESERVATION
In the Petition for Custody 

of:
Imani Espinoza
DOB: 07/06/21

Case No. CVCD-2024-0011
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ON PETITION FOR 
CUSTODY

TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a 

Hearing on a Petition for Cus-
tody filed with this Court will 
take place, Monday, Septem-
ber 16, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Swinomish Tribal Court 
located at 17337 Reservation 
Rd. This notice is published 
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hearing is 

for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Peti-
tion for Custody of the above 
named child. 
If you have any questions 

regarding the nature of this 
hearing or the location of 
the Swinomish Tribal Court, 
please contact the Court Clerk 
at (360)-466-2097.
DATED this the 26th day of 

July, 2024. Auston Jimmicum, 
Tribal Law Clerk. 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News, July 31, Aug. 7, 
14, and 21, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATES OF:
LELAND KENNETH 

NELSON,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-01618-31
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030 

THE PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE NAMED 
BELOW has been appointed 
as personal representative of 
this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-

tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060. This bar is effective 
as to claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and non-
probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: August 14, 2024.
Franklin L. Nelson
Personal Representative 
Attorney for Personal 
Representative: 
Bradley E. Neunzig, 
WSBA #22365
Address for Mailing or 
Service:
P.O. Box 188
103 North Street 
Arlington, WA 98223
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number: Snohomish 
County Superior Court, Cause 
No. 24-4-01618-31.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Aug. 14, 21, 28, 
2024.

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 
SWINOMISH TRIBAL 

COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN 

RESERVATION
In the Petition for 

Dissolution of Marriage:
Talia Robinson v. Darrell 

Robinson
Case No. CVPO-2024-0013
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ON PETITION FOR 
DISSOLUTION

TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a 

Hearing on a Petition for Dis-
solution filed with this Court 
will take place, Thursday, Sep-
tember 19, 2024 at 11:00am in 
the Swinomish Tribal Court 
located at 17337 Reservation 
Rd. This notice is published 
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hearing is 

for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Petition 
for Dissolution of Marriage, 
and whether to grant a Perma-
nent Protection Order. 
If you have any questions 

regarding the nature of this 
hearing or the location of 
the Swinomish Tribal Court, 
please contact the Court Clerk 
at (360)-466-2097.
DATED this the 12th day of 

August, 2023. Auston Jimmic-
um, Tribal Law Clerk. 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News August 14, 21, 
28, and September 4, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

CLARK COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT

In the matter of the Estate 
of: CARL P. WIGEN,

Deceased.
NO: 24-4-00957-06

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Estate Administrator 

named below has been ap-
pointed as Estate Administra-
tor of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the Estate 
Administrator or the Estate 
Administrator’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the Estate Administrator 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication:
August 14, 2024
Estate Administrator:
DEBORAH A. WIGEN
Attorney for Estate
Administrator:
NICHOLAS ALEXANDER
Address for mailing or ser-

vice: c/o Vancouver Wills
and Trusts
405 W 13th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
CLARK COUNTY SUPERI-

OR COURT
CAUSE NO. 24-4-00957-06
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Aug. 14, 21, 28, 
2024

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 
SWINOMISH TRIBAL 

COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN 

RESERVATION
In the Petition for Order of 

Protection
Autumn Williams v. 

Nicholas Perry
Case No. CVPO-2024-0020
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ON PETITION FOR 
PROTECTION

TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a 

Hearing on a Petition for Or-
der of Protection filed with 
this Court will take place, 
Thursday, September 19, 2024 
in the Swinomish Tribal Court 
located at 17337 Reservation 
Rd. This notice is published 
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hearing is 

for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Petition 
for Order of Protection, and 
whether to grant a Permanent 
Protection Order. 
If you have any questions 

regarding the nature of this 
hearing or the location of 
the Swinomish Tribal Court, 
please contact the Court Clerk 
at (360)-466-2097.
DATED this the 15th day of 

August, 2023. Auston Jimmic-
um, Tribal Law Clerk. 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 21, 28, 
Sept. 4, and 11, 2024. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 
OF WASHINGTON IN 

AND FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

No. 24-4-00424 29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

In the matter of the estate 
of: 

George L. Montgomery, 
Deceased.

The personal representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: Au-

gust 21, 2024
Personal Representative: 

Donna I. Marquardt
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative: Stephen C. 
Schutt, WSBA #14107
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 1011 Eight Street, P.O. 
Box 1032, Anacortes, WA 
98221
Court of probate proceed-

ings: Skagit County Superior 
Court, WA.  
Cause number: 24-4-00424 

29
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 21, Aug. 
28, and Sept. 4, 2024.

Family buys
. . . (from page 1)

LA CONNER 
WEEKLY NEWS  

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

POLICY
Please write! 

Letters to the editor 
of up to 350 words 
are welcome, as are 
longer analyses and 
statements as a 500-
word guest column.

Deadline: 5 p.m. 
Sunday for next issue.

Include your name, 
address and phone 
number for verifica-
tion. Letters are edited 
for civility, clarity and 
style.

SEND TO: editor@
laconnernews.com

Find 
us on
Social 
Media

Facebook

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

@laconnerweeklynews



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

NOT TO BE MISSED
Annual Summer Concert. Hear 
the Skagit Community Band at 
2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 24, for its 
annual summer concert at Gilkey 
Square in La Conner. As always, 
the concert is free. Bring lawn 
chairs and sun screen.

Animal, landscape and rural 
travel photography by travel 
photographer Terry Divyak is on 
display at Caravan Gallery, 619 
S. First Street, La Conner. Open 
daily.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
•	 Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
•	 Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
•	 Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy.

•	 Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish.

 
MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 
121 S. First St., La Conner. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. Current exhibits 
through Sept. 29:
•	 Joseph Gregory Rossano: 

Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection 
of large-scale works.

•	 William Morris: Early Rituals. 
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from 
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibit through Oct. 13: 
•	 Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt 

Nihon. Various artists
•	 Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current 
exhibit through Sept. 29:
•	 Signs, Signs, Everywhere 

Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work 
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson 
of Mortenson Signs.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Association 
is a new town organization that 
focuses on tourism. Public is wel-
come. Board member meeting is 
8-10 a.m. Monday, Aug. 26, 503 
Morris St., La Conner. Contact for 
details: Gina Torpey, 360-228-
8021 or 925-487-1848.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. For current agenda go to 
www.townoflaconner.org. Select 
“Notify Me” for information.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not 
just for men, everyone welcome. 
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays 
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon. SMGC promotes interest 
in recreational gardening.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third 
Tuesdays in the library, 520 
Morris St., La Conner. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
restaurant. Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount 
Vernon Senior Center, 1401 
Cleveland Ave.

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Zucchini lasagna 

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Submit an event
Want to get more eyes 
on your event before 
the next Weekly News 
hits the street? Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!

This recipe will feed 
four. Select a uniform 
shaped zucchini, me-
dium size. I prepped 
the zucchini first and 
cut out the center slice. 
You could peel the 
skin, but if you cut the 
zucchini 1/8 inch wide, 
the skin is not cumber-
some to eat. 

Ingredients
•	 Zucchini, medium 
•	 Ground beef, 1 lb. 
•	 Spaghetti sauce, 1 

jar 
•	 Onion, 1/2 chopped 
•	 Garlic cloves, 3 

chopped 
•	 Bell pepper, 1 small, 

chopped 
•	 Olive oil, 2 tbsp 
•	 Worcestershire 

sauce, 2 tsp 
•	 Ricotta, 1-1/2 cups 
•	 Mozzarella, 1-1/2 

lbs, grated 
•	 Basil, dried, 2 tbsp 
•	 Parmesan, ¼ cup 
•	 Egg, 1 
•	 Salt & pepper, to 

taste

Preparation
Slice zucchini with a 

mandolin or knife. Cov-
er large baking sheet 
with parchment paper. 
Lay zucchini slices in 
single layer on parch-
ment paper. Salt both 
sides, allow to sit for 
10 minutes, blot dry. 
Bake at 375 F for 10 
minutes. Remove from 
oven, blot dry again, 
set aside. Brown 
ground beef to your 
liking with onion, garlic, 
bell pepper. Season 
with Worcestershire 
sauce. Stir in spaghetti 
sauce and simmer. 
Mix ricotta with egg, 
Parmesan and basil. 
Layer ingredients as 
you wish. I start with 
meat, then add zuc-
chini slices, ricotta and 
mozzarella. Do a sec-
ond layer of zucchini 
slices. Repeat layers. 
Top with a generous 
layer of mozzarella. 
Bake at 375 F for 45 
minutes.
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profit shop benefit 

our community

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 

11am - 5pm
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

SIP or SWIM
50% OFF

TOBY MUGS 
&

SWIMSUITS

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

We have tea, too.  Come in for tea for two!
Delectable tea blends from La Conner Tea Co.

Rooibos varieties, including caffeine-free Earl Grey
Matcha fit for a princess

And other carefully curated teas from all over the world!
Open at 7 am daily – 106 S. 1st St., La Conner

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

POLICE BLOTTER

www.portofskagit.com     |     360 757 0011

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation

 

And so much more…..

Are you or your loved one 
considering help with 

navigating every day life? 
I can help! 

In Home Caregiver

• Personal care
• Transportation
• Grocery shopping
• Light housekeeping
• Meal prep
• Med management

You can reach me at 
360-421-3919

Experience with compassion. 

Tuesday, Aug. 13
11:20 a.m.: Free speech squelched 
– Caller reported theft of political signs 
from his yard. It has happened multiple 
times and he wants extra patrol of the 
area. Calhoun and Best Roads, greater 
La Conner.

Wednesday, Aug. 14
9:54 a.m.: Stay in your lane – Subject 
driving south on Best Road lost control 
and crossed the northbound lanes before 
hitting a tree and taking out approximate-
ly 30 feet of fence. The driver was OK 
and did not show any signs of impair-
ment. Driver was cited for no insurance 
and leaving lane of travel. Best Road, 
greater La Conner.

Friday, Aug. 16
3:15 p.m.: Stolen luck? – Subject stole 
the key to the Lotto machine, which left 
it unusable. The suspects license plate 
was obtained but they have not been lo-
cated. La Conner-Whitney Road, greater 
La Conner.

Saturday, Aug. 17
3:11 a.m.: Tool theft – Subjects were 
seen removing tools from someone’s 
yard in an apparent theft. Some tools 
were recovered from the road and the 
investigating deputy is reviewing video 
footage to establish suspects. N. Third 
Street, La Conner.

2:09 p.m.: Reckless riding – Caller 
reported a kid riding his bike on Pioneer 
Park trails in a reckless manner and forc-
ing others off the trail. A deputy checked 
the area but did not locate him. Pioneer 
Parkway, La Conner.

By Bill Reynolds

Volunteering has paid off hand-
somely and repeatedly for Gary 
Ladd, the rewards proving every 
bit as valuable as a paycheck. 

“It’s been fun,” Ladd stresses, 
citing the sense of self-fulfillment 
realized from public service. 

Over the past decade, Ladd 
has lent his time and expertise to 
Skagit County Fire District 13, 
Skagit Bay Search & Rescue and 
the Shelter Bay residential com-
munity, filling a variety of roles 
for each. 

“I always had the spirit for 
volunteerism, but never had the 
time,” said Ladd, who once sailed 
solo across the Pacific Ocean 
from Bikini Atoll to Ketchikan – a 
40-day voyage through horrific 
winds and seas.

That changed when he and wife 
Cindy arrived in Shelter Bay in 
2014. 

Now, though, the couple’s time 
here is ending. 

The Ladds plan to move to the 
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex to 
be near their oldest daughter and 
her family. They have put their 
house and boat on the market. 

“It’s been a good run,” Ladd 
said. “I’ve enjoyed every minute.” 

Ladd is a fire captain who 
administered the popular “Good 
Morning, District 13” program 
and for many years chaired the 
Shelter Bay safety committee. 
Through District 13, Ladd has 
overseen the Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) 
mobile command trailer, served 
as the emergency operations 
center communications operator 
under trustee Andrew Lester and 
with Lester and Capt. Ted Taylor 
promoted and implemented the 
solarization project at the Snee-
Oosh Road fire station. 

He has also coordinated nu-
merous emergency and disaster 
training exercises at District 
13, including drills last March 
to prepare residents for a major 
windstorm. 

Ladd said he trained to become 
an emergency medical technician 
because he was “trying to support 
the community.” 

That training enabled Ladd in 
2015 to save his wife’s life when 
she suffered a massive heart 
attack. 

Ladd said responding to emer-
gency calls in Shelter Bay, where 
senior citizens comprise a signifi-
cant percentage of the population, 

was the inspiration behind Good 
Morning, District 13, a proactive 
program in which on-duty crews 
check on the welfare of residents. 
It now operates under the CARES 
(Community Assistance Referral 
and Education Services) umbrella. 

“Good Morning, District 13 
was probably the biggest thing I 
did with the fire district,” Ladd 
reflected. “When I was an EMT, 
there was a lady who had been 
down in her home for three days 
and no one had checked on her. 
We got her to the hospital and she 
survived. But with our com-
munity having a lot of seniors I 
thought that we really needed to 
do something.” 

Retired district fire chief Roy 
Horn supported the concept, said 
Ladd. 

“He came up with the name,” 
Ladd noted. “It was a take-off 
from the movie (title) ‘Good 
Morning, Vietnam.’ I worked with 
Roy on it and we thought it would 
be a good thing. 

“Over the years,” Ladd said, 
“over 100 people signed up for 
Good Morning, District 13. It’s 
been a great program.” 

Ladd brought to the fire district 
administrative and organizational 
skills honed from his work career. 

The timing couldn’t have been 
better. District 13 was then mov-
ing to paid shifts and developing 
an ambulance service. 

Even so, Ladd’s plate still 
wasn’t filled. In 2016, under 
the tutelage of Art Kaplan and 
Marcie Miles, he joined Skagit 
Bay Search & Rescue, where 
Ladd rose to training officer and 
vice-president. 

“I love the water,” Ladd told the 
Weekly News. “The transition to 
Skagit Bay Search & Rescue has 
been fantastic, to be out on the wa-
ter and helping people in that way.” 

In addition, he logged a stint on 
the Shelter Bay board of directors, 
during which time Ladd facilitat-
ed sometimes spirited forums ad-
dressing key issues including but 
not limited to a path for securing 
a new long-term lease agreement 
with the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community. 

Ladd has likewise been active 
with Christ the King Church, a 
relationship that directly led to his 
service with District 13. 

“I attended a men’s breakfast 
at the Farmhouse Inn,” Ladd re-
counted, “when I met Ted Taylor. 
He graciously invited me to join 
the fire department. Ted Taylor 
got me involved with the fire 
department. What a great man, an 

amazing man. He’s been such a 
good mentor and friend.” 

Taylor, 94, remains the district’s 
go-to contact for all things related 
to emergency management. 

Looking ahead, Ladd antici-
pates yet unknown adventures. 
Ironically, that puts him on 
familiar turf. 

“I grew up all over the world,” 
said Ladd. He was born in the San 
Francisco Bay area and has lived in 
the United Kingdom, Belgium and 
North Africa. He ultimately landed 
in the Pacific Northwest, studying 
kinesiology at the University of 
Washington. 

“Cindy and I love the Pacific 
Northwest,” Ladd said, “the hiking, 
the water, everything about it and, 
of course, our friends.” 

But their family in Texas beck-
ons. 

“They’re looking forward to 
us being there,” said Ladd. “Our 
daughter said she’s never had fami-
ly near her in Texas. The grandkids 
are excited about us being there.” 

Still, it won’t be easy letting go. 
“It’s been a fun adventure here,” 

he said. “It’s sad to think we’ll be 
walking away from it now. But 
we’re glad to have had the oppor-
tunity to live here. And glad we’ve 
gotten to know so many great 
people.”

Family lures FD 13 volunteer Gary Ladd to Texas

Fees at Skagit County’s trans-
fer station will increase Sept. 
1, a decision approved by the 
Skagit County Commissioners in 
June on recommendation of the 
county’s Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee and the Solid Waste 
System Governance Board. 

The new solid waste rates:
• General solid waste at the 

Ovenell Road and Sauk transfer 
stations will be $137 per ton.

• The minimum charge for 
general solid waste will be $27 
for the first 360 pounds.

• Appliances will be $13 per 
item, $33 for those with freon.

Recycling and hazardous 
waste disposal are free for house-
holds.

In 2023, the county commis-
sioners approved a contract with 
a new vendor, Waste Manage-
ment, to provide long-haul 
transport and disposal of all solid 
waste collected at the Skagit 
County transfer station. The two 
bids submitted for the contract 
had a 40% increase in transport 
and disposal costs over the previ-
ous contract. The Skagit County 
Public Works then conducted a 
solid waste rate study to ensure 
rates were sufficient to stay 
solvent.

Solid waste fees 
to go up Sept. 1

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HE’S PLUNGING INTO TEXAS — Fire District 13 Capt. Gary Ladd, leaping off the Skagit Bay Search & 
Rescue boat during a New Year’s Day water exercise, is moving to Texas to be closer to family.

— Photo courtesy Fire District 13

BrewFest on the Skagit – September

● The historic Lincoln Theatre has 
passed the reigns of BrewFest on the 
Skagit to the Mount Vernon Chamber of 
Commerce. 
● We are honored to take on this long-standing 
Mount Vernon tradition. 
● Cold beer, cider and wine, delicious food, and 
fantastic music. 
● Pair that with leisure games, a view of the Skagit 
River, and you are guaranteed to have a blast! 
● A portion of each ticket sold will go to the Lincoln 
Theatre Foundation to help keep live music, 
theatre, community events and film in the theatre 
throughout the year.

South 1st Street and West Broadway, Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Admission is $37 
and includes six 
sample tickets.

Presented by,

Saturday, September 7 from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Music lineup:
2 p.m. The Chris Eger Band
4 p.m. Eden
6 p.m. Friends for the Ghost

GET YOUR 

TICKETS 

TODAY!
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