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Your democracy at work

ANOTHER ELECTION IS WELL UNDERWAY - Staff at the Skagit County election office staff are in their second week of
processing ballots in their new first floor location in the county’s Mount Vernon administration building. Make their job easier:

fill out your ballot today and return it. (Those are election observers in the back chairs.)

— Photo by Ken Stern

New county elections office has more
space, greater transparency, efficiency

By Bill Reynolds

Moving downstairs is a step up for
the Skagit County elections office,
which has doubled its workspace,
increased transparency and improved
efficiency in its new digs at the county
administration building in Mount
Vernon, Auditor Sandy Perkins told
the Weekly News last Thursday.

The Skagit County Auditor’s Office
in September moved its elections
space from a cramped cubbyhole on
the administration building’s second
floor to first floor court hearing rooms.

The county this year revamped two
of three hearing rooms for elections
use, with the third — for permanent
returned ballot storage location —
planned for conversion in early 2026.

“Our goal in coming down here
and having more space,” Perkins said,
“was to achieve more transparency
for ballot processing. You can stand in
place and see everything.”

She referred to a wall of windows as
significantly improving public visibili-
ty of ballot processing.

\Volunteer observers will also have
more room to circulate and monitor
elections operations, Perkins and

elections manager Gabrielle Clay
confirmed.

The space makes possible the hiring
of additional elections season workers,
more than a dozen for the 2024 cycle.
That, the county staff say, speeds up
processes for ballot-counting and
reporting election results.

“We have more than double (the
number of part-time workers) than
what the old space would accommo-
date,” Perkins said.

The elections space expansion
includes a room for a ballot-sorting
machine that opens ballot envelopes,
scans voter signatures and prepares
ballots for counting in the tabulation
area.

“That machine is very important to
us,” said Clay.

There are more than 87,000 regis-
tered voters in Skagit County, Clay
said, and generally 80%-83% send in
ballots.

The Nov. 5 election should meet or
exceed that, she said.

“We anticipate receiving about
70,000 ballots,” said Clay. “A presi-
dential election year always has the
highest level of participation.”

The vote-counting mechanism is

multi-tiered, including ballot signature
verification.

“It takes time to process that volume
of ballots,” Clay said, noting that
about half of all ballots are received
election day week.

“Counting 30,000 to 35,000 ballots
in a couple days is quite a chore,”
Perkins added. “That’s why we en-
courage everybody to turn their ballots
in early.”

Perkins and Clay expressed appre-
ciation that county commissioners
committed expanded space for the
elections office.

Despite this state’s mail-in system,
Perkins and Clay said hundreds will
vote in person at the county’s office on
election day.

The expansion will accommodate
more workstations as Skagit County’s
population grows.

“It should be good for at least 10
years,” Clay said, “short of a boom
if another 100,000 people move into
Skagit County.”

“We’re very grateful to have this
larger space,” Perkins stressed, “and
it’s much more transparent to the

(continued on page 9)

SVC Marine Tech Center preps sailboat for major voyage

By Bill Reynolds

A 48-foot sailboat at the Skagit
Valley College Marine Technology
Center in Anacortes is making a world
of difference for SVC students.

Soon it will make a difference in the
world as well.

The One Ocean, on display at an
open house last Friday, will embark
with a five-member crew next spring
on a 14-month voyage around North
and South America to spread aware-
ness about oceanic health through edu-
cation and the collaboration of crucial
scientific research.

“It’s like a Jacques Cousteau float-
ing science research boat,” La Conner
resident Allan Olson, a friend of Mark
Shrader, skipper of the One Ocean on
its Around the Americas trek, told the
Weekly News on Monday. “Mark is
a guy who’s got a ton of experience.
He’s a guy you want with you when
you’re out on the deep blue sea.”

A NEW ADVENTURE IS BEING PREPARED - In May the Ocean One, the 48-
foot ketch in the background, will set sail on a two year trip around North and
South America. Last Friday, staff and students at Skagit Valley College’s Marine
Technology Center in Anacortes hosted an open house to share how they are

partnering to make the trip possible.

Shrader has twice completed
circumnavigations. In 2009-2010,
Shrader sailed the route One Ocean

— Photo by Ken Stern

will follow next year, collecting key
scientific data throughout.

(continued on page 9)

Skagit Habitat
has La Conner
groundbreaking

By Bill Reynolds

No adage has been truer for Rocio Almaraz than
the one that says home is where the heart is.

Almaraz, who grew up in La Conner but now
resides in Mount Vernon, drives her kids here each
day to attend school because of the passion she has
never lost for her hometown.

“That’s how much I love it,” Almaraz, flanked by
children Greyson and Mia Delage, stressed during
emotional remarks made during groundbreaking
ceremonies last Saturday highlighting Skagit
Habitat for Humanity’s new housing venture at
South Third and Caledonia streets.

Hers is one of three families selected from a
rigorous application process for ownership of the
Skagit Habitat-designed houses.

Almaraz, at long last, will be able to meld home
and heart thanks to Skagit Habitat’s Homebuyer
Program, which requires participants to contrib-
ute a minimum 150 hours of sweat equity during
construction.

“I always dreamed of owning a home here, but it
was never achievable,” Almaraz told the large gath-
ering, which included Mayor Marna Hanneman,
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community representa-
tives Janie Beasley and Leon John, all three Skagit
County commissioners, state lawmaker Clyde
Shavers and town planning commissioner Cynthia
Elliott, among other special guests.

“| feel that now I’ll be able to provide genera-
tional wealth for my children,” Almaraz added.
“I’1l be so blessed to live in the community where
my kids go to school.”

Skagit Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit
housing organization, was founded in 1994. Its
goal is for the three homes — dubbed the Caledonia
Cottages — to be built within nine to 12 months.

Skagit Habitat Development Director lan
Houben kicked off the 45-minute Oct. 26 program
by acknowledging that construction will take place
on ancestral Swinomish land.

He invited Beasley to share some words — in

(continued on page 10)

Halloween parade

DRESS UP AND ACT OUT — The La Conner Parent-
Teacher-Student Association costume parade is
Thursday on First Street, at 3 p.m., after school.
Parade participants are to meet immediately
beforehand at the La Conner Marina south basin
parking lot. — Photo by Ken Stern

Last week: cast your ballot now

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 5. Help get all
ballots counted quickly:

* Vote and return your ballot now

* Sign your ballot return envelope

 Mail your ballot by Oct. 30 so it's postmarked
no later than Nov. 5
Place ballots in a Skagit County drop box by 8

p.m. Nov. 5. La Conner-area election drop boxes:

e 614 Morris St. (in front of the old library)

e 17337 Reservation Road (Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community Social Services Building)
You can register to vote on Election Day. For

voting information, check VoteWa.gov or call

Skagit County Elections at 360-416-1702.




Opinion

PAGE 2 « OCTOBER 30, 2024

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

382 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 7 weeks till the paper closes

From the editor —

Truly, the future is cooperative

This is the last week of National Co-op Month. This year’s theme
is “The Future is Cooperative.” Of course, the future for all of us is
cooperative. Either we get along together and join hands in brotherhood
and sisterhood or we will die. We can choose to make our future
cooperative, or not. Without a doubt, the future is relentlessly pressing

itself on us all.

While many of the 1,650 agricultural co-ops with almost $300 billion
in annual revenue are some of the largest of the over 30,000 co-ops
nationally, even they offer the opportunity “to promote economic
growth in an equitable, inclusive, local and democratic manner,” as the
annual U.S. Department of Agriculture proclamation reads.

The flowery language champions co-ops as a solution to “the nation’s
housing crisis by providing affordable housing through resident-owned

communities.”

Co-ops “can be central to building local food systems that enables
small and mid-sized farmers, business owners and rural communities to

flourish.”

At 51 years old, the Skagit Valley Food Co-op is the poster child for
the results vision, persistence, hard work and commitment can bring to

people’s hopes.

But the co-op model is a hard dream to realize in our hyper-
individualistic society. All cooperatives are built on seven principles
that require people to recognize shared needs. These include
membership open to all, equal ownership, democratic membership
control and constant education, training and providing information
on the products or services the co-op provides. These principles can
become boring, mundane, in the weeds and lost sight of, which is why

education is a key principle.

A North Carolina electrical cooperative has these words on its

website:

“Cooperatives are based on the values of self-help, self-
responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and solidarity.”

These are hard to fulfill.

Here in La Conner, it is gratifying to see area residents come together
in collaboration for a cause important to themselves as individuals
and what they recognize as critical to the fabric of the community.
The effort to transition the La Conner Weekly News to a community
resource run by a nonprofit organization is in the spirit of cooperation.
This shows a fundamentally democratic impulse and centers concern
for community, the seventh cooperative principle.
Our neighbors are cooperating without forming a co-op. Their
efforts are mutually beneficial to bring a better future to all of us. It is

profoundly democratic.

And, like every co-op, it is economic, a business endeavor requiring
financing to get off the ground and to succeed.

As publisher of the La Conner Weekly News, there is a self-interest
in highlighting this, for a community takeover of the newspaper is also
an economic transition that provides fair compensation for the business

that is the Weekly News.

That exchange saves a valuable community asset. By having it
managed by a nonprofit, its ongoing value — economic and social
— stays with the organization. Like a cooperative, it will be built on
shared values and the principles of community, self-help and mutual

benefit.

The worth of that effort will be realized by its readers and the people
and institutions it will continue to cover.

Now, that’s community cooperation.

— Ken Stern

Save energy, funds insulate

By Greg Whiting

As I’ve mentioned before,
heating — including both space
heating and water heating —
accounts for up to two-thirds of
the energy use in the average
Western Washington home.

If you’re trying to reduce your
heating bills, start by looking at
the possibility of updating your
building envelope — all of the
surfaces of your home, plus its
insulation. Our home in Shelter
Bay was insulated well in 1978,
when it was built. However,
today’s insulation codes, depend-
ing on the type of space (e.g.,
walls vs. attic), require about two
to four times as much insulation.
It’s fairly easy to upgrade insu-
lation. Attic insulation can just
be replaced with new materials.
Wall insulation may require some
additional work, but expandable
foam insulation — an innovation
that wasn’t available in 1978 —
makes that job much easier.

Insulation is far less effective
if you have air leaks of any kind,

CLARIFICATION

Weekly News subscribers in
Anacortes, Burlington, Bow
and Sedro-Woolley ZIP codes
will begin receiving Wednesday
delivery this week.
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e.g., through cracked windows
or doors that aren’t well-sealed,
or even woodpecker holes. You
can find leaks with an infrared
camera. Instructions are readily
available on YouTube. Use the
search term “use infrared camera
to look for air leaks.” Leaks

are usually easily sealed with
expandable foam insulation.

Changing your windows may
be important too, especially
if you have old single-pane
windows; windows with alu-
minum frames; or multi-pane
windows that are experiencing
condensation on the interior side
of any pane. New windows have
ultra-thin, transparent coatings
that help to keep heat in the
house in winter months. (You
can also buy versions that keep
heat out of the house in summer
months, but the winter months
are more relevant here.)

Glass is thermally conductive,
so heat travels through it easily.
Single-pane windows are long
obsolete. From an insulation
standpoint, they’re almost as bad

(continued on page 9)

Residents remember —

Back in the Day: How our Halloween began

By Jessica Brady

Every year, we have a public
Halloween festival — where kids
parade through town in their
outfits and go from shopfront to
shopfront to get their candy loot.
Sure, some families keep sweets
at home in case anyone shows up
in the evening, but trick-or-treat-
ing isn’t really a custom here.
Newcomers are baffled by this.
A lot of old-time residents just
accept it as one of La Conner’s
many quirks. Why do we have a
public party instead of trick-or-
treating? Only a few know the
true origin story. Here it is: My
grandfather and his friends got it
banned, and they swore a sacred
oath to never bring it back.

In the late 1930s, the “trick”
element of trick-or-treating
was more pronounced. Teenag-
ers at the time — now beloved
great-grandparents who insist

that they were all very well-be-
haved — used to pull elaborate
pranks on the townsfolk every
year. Names like Austin Swanson
and Red Reynolds float around
when talking about The Great
Ban, but we know for a fact that
brothers Louie and Clarence
Nelson were among those calling
the shots. This mysterious group
of young men pulled the prank
that ended all pranks.

In the dark of the night, they
descended upon La Conner and
stole every outhouse in town
(as indoor plumbing was still
a rarity). When families woke
up in the morning, they left
their homes and realized they
had nowhere to empty their full
bladders. Some of the outhous-
es were found far beyond the
city limits. Others were found
— inexplicably — on the rooftops
of downtown businesses. A few
were in the middle of farm fields.

Other teens had spent the night
soaping windows and banging
on walls, resulting in an old
woman pulling a shotgun on two
teenage girls. The resulting mess
of trying put everything back in
order forced La Conner’s leaders
to enter formal negotiations with
the local youths.

The town offered to host
some form of public Halloween
festival, and in exchange, the
teenagers would have to give up
trick-or-treating forever. They all
agreed and took a solemn oath,
which my grandparents upheld
to their dying days. The truth
was eventually lost to time, and a
public Halloween party became
an innocent La Conner tradition.

Jessica Brady is the grand-
daughter of Roberta and Louie
Nelson, both lifelong residents of
the community. She’s caretaker of
their family’s many stories.

First published Oct. 25, 2017

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What a week!
(ending Oct. 19)

Flabbergasted, astounded,

staggered and dumbfounded,

I find it hard to wrap my head
around it.

The privatization of war,

once called the condottieri,

now referred to as mercenaries,

these private military compa-
nies,

really hired killers is what they
are.

Moving on to another topic

we learn of a philanthropic

billionaire behaving quite
neurotic,

attempting to buy our vote.

At a million a day

he’s hoping to sway

the election his way,

to the candidate he promotes.

Al powered by nukes

seems like one for the books
thought up by a bunch of kooks
overlooking historical disasters.
Looking ahead Al has yet

to prove not a threat

that we would regret,

rendering humans not up to par.
Jai Boreen

La Conner

Carrie Kennedy
for LD 10 Pos. 1

Calling all patriots, the polls
have opened, the mail in ballots
are already delivered and it’s
down to the wire, crunch time!

My last letter established
the basic criteria for selecting
your representatives and now
I’ll mention some tools for
research:

1) Google each candidate and
their statements.

2) go to Ballotpedia.org, for
in depth coverage of each can-
didate and their responses.

3) go to Washington State
Public Disclosure Commission,
www.pdc.wa.gov, to which ev-
ery candidate must be account-
able and disclose their actual
financial receipts and expendi-
tures! Then you can determine
if they use their money and your
donations wisely, in accordance
with your values and interests.

I did that and believe me, it
was an eye opener!

My candidate for Washington
House Representative, Dis-
trict 10, Position 1, is also the
only patriot whose campaign
signs, flyers, cards, display her

signature patriotism in vivid
Red White and Blue, America’s
colors! That’s my gal, Carrie
Kennedy!

No wish washy blue signs, no
pale pinks and no canary yellow
(who does that represent, the
Canary Islands?!) All joking
aside, be brave, be proud, be an
American!

I have known Carrie and
her husband Lloyd Potter for
over 30 years and she’s always
been a true patriot, the wife of
a career military veteran and a
student of American history and
our Constitution.

I heartily endorse Carrie Ken-
nedy as a person of integrity and
honesty, with the constitutional
knowledge to faithfully serve
her constituents honorably.

Do your homework patriots!

Respectfully submitted,

Patti Ruple

Oak Harbor

Decide carefully,
vote accordingly

The choice is ours.

Life or death.

Freedom of religion or sup-
pression of religion.

Borders or no borders.

Liberty or socialism/
Marxism/communism.

The American Dream or
rampant inflation.

Constitutional republic or
tyranny.

Respected by the world
powers or laughed at and used.
Rule of law or lawlessness.
Protection of our innocent
children or brain washing our
children in America’s schools

and colleges.

Respect for the Supreme
Court or challenging the
authority of the Supreme Court.

Peace in our country or
criminal chaos in our cities and
streets.

Affordable food, housing, gas-
oline, etc. or continued inflation
and economic demise.

Nancy Burlison

Shelter Bay

Kamala, the tale
of a post turtle

Examining a 75-year-old
farmer, the doctor struck up a
conversation with the old man.

Eventually the topic turned
to Kamala Harris and her role
as Democrat nominee for
president.

The farmer said, “ Well, as I
see it, Kamala Harris is like a
‘Post Turtle’.”

Not being familiar with the
term, the doctor asked him what
a post turtle was. The old farmer
said, “When you’re driving
down a country road and you
come across a fence post with a
turtle balanced on top, that’s a
post turtle.”

The old farmer saw the puz-
zled look on the doctor’s face so
he continued to explain.

“You know she didn’t get up
there by herself, she doesn’t be-
long up there, she doesn’t know
what to do while she’s up there,
she’s elevated beyond her ability
to function and you just wonder
what kind of dumb ass put her
up there to begin with.”

Jacqui Brown

Shelter Bay

Thank you for

merchant support

PEO Chapter JG of La
Conner held “Gifts Galore,” an
auction and brunch in Maple
Hall on Oct. 19 to raise money
to support women’s education.
We offer financial help in the
form of educational grants and
scholarships to qualified wom-
en. We can only do this with the
support of family, friends and
donations from merchants.

We thank the following
merchants of La Conner for the
donations to our auction: Red
Door, Hellams, Waterfront Café,
Apothecary, Skagit Cellers,
Tim Winstrom, Stompin’
Grounds, Country Lady, Nell
Thorn, The Stall, Ginger Grater,
Ladders Clothing, Jo’s Healing
Hands, Santo Coyote, MONA,
Enchanted Locks, That’s Knot
All, Scott Collection, COA,
Two Moons, Bunnies by the
Bay, Waterfront Day Spa,
Studio 623, Mo’s Eclectic
Gifts, Caravan Gallery, Walking
Mod, Trumpeter Jewelry,
Seaport Books, La Conner Pub,
O’Neil’s Confectionary, La
Conner Soroptimists, and the La
Conner Weekly News.

Because of the generous
donations from your local
merchants, we can improve
the lives of women and their
families through education.
Please support these merchants
when you are shopping and
thank them for their response to
charitable requests.

Peggy Duehning

Silent Auction Chair
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Council gets positive reviews on
First Street one-way traffic flow

By Bill Reynolds

The new one-way southbound
traffic pattern on La Conner’s
First Street remained a major
talking point two weeks after its
implementation.

Center Street resident Mollie
Rights thanked town council
members during their 90-minute
meeting Oct. 22 for scuttling
two-way traffic.

“l want to thank you for
making First Street one-way,”
Rights told council during public
comments. “It’s such a pleasure
to drive down there now.”

Administrator Scott Thomas
confirmed that there haven’t been
“any significant incidents.”

Much credit has gone to fire
chief/code enforcement officer
Aaron Reinstra and public works

staff, who were on duty the last
couple weekends making sure
motorists drove the right way.

Council members praised staff
for installing new signage and
re-positioning the post office
mail drop box ahead of an Oct. 9
deadline.

“Just look at the amount of
work that went into all that,”
stressed Councilmember Rick
Dole.

Public Works Director Brian
Lease and staff quickly switched
gears to saltwater flood miti-
gation. Last week they moved
Ecology Blocks and pre-filled
sandbags into place along the
waterfront and in low-lying areas
to help prevent flooding during
king tide season.

King tides are predicted to be
lower this fall and winter, but

other flood factors — heavy rain,
rapid snow and ice melt-off, low
atmospheric pressure and strong
winds — are not easy to forecast.

Mayor Marna Hanneman
addressed the need to fill two
vacancies on the Emergency
Management Commission, which
was launched in 2023 after the
Swinomish Channel flooded.

“This is really important,” she
said.

Hanneman reported on the
consultant’s planning project for
the area south of Maple Hall.

“There have been meetings
with the sub-area stakeholders,”
said Hanneman, “(and) they’re
working with the (property)
owners to reach some kind of
consensus.”

(continued on page 9)

Assessor explains property value changes

By Bill Reynolds

If not heartwarming, it was at
least a homecoming when the po-
tentially painful topic of property
taxes was discussed during the
Oct. 22 La Conner Town Council
meeting at Maple Hall.

First-term Skagit County
Assessor Danny Hagen, a former
Shelter Bay resident who in a
past life was a La Conner High
School athlete and later a Braves
basketball coach, provided an
update on local property val-
ue changes at the outset of the
90-minute public session last
week.

Hagen, who played hoops for
Cal Lutheran University, deftly
put a positive spin on property
taxes by citing their framework
for transparency, local account-
ability and efficiency.

Hagen made the point on
transparency by rhetorically ask-
ing those attending if they knew
how much they paid last year
in sales tax or how much their
neighbors paid in income tax. No
one raised their hand.

Conversely, said Hagen,
“property taxes are much more
transparent.”

He said that property tax
revenue supports foundation-
al institutions such as the La
Conner School District, the La
Conner Library District, Medic
One Services and the Pleasant
Ridge Cemetery District, among
others.

Such direct allocations are
more efficient, he noted, than tax
revenue streams that flow back
and forth between here and the
state and national capitals.

“It costs money to send
tax revenue to Olympia and
Washington, D.C., and then
back,” Hagen said. “And that
money comes back in grants that
have strings attached.”

Hagen touted Skagit County’s
Senior Citizen and Disabled
Persons Exemption programs,
which he said helps bring tax eq-
uity to those populations, whose
members are often on reduced or
fixed incomes.

He explained that retirees pay
the same sales tax rates and with-
out the exemptions would also
foot property tax bills as if they
were still in their peak earning
years.

“We’re working really hard to
get the word out on this,” Hagen
said. “We’re trying to help make
our tax system fairer.”

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

On that score, Planning Direc-
tor Michael Davolio suggested
that Hagen present the exemption
option at the La Conner Senior
Center; the assessor agreed that
is a good idea.

Rising property values across
Skagit County reflect the area’s
desirability and quality of life,
Hagen indicated, noting that
assessments are market-adjusted
and influenced by prices from
home sales.

“Our goal,” Hagen said, “is to

assess as fairly and equitably as
possible.”

Hagen, elected in 2022 as an
independent, had served eight
years on the county assessor’s
staff. Over the past decade, he
said, assessments have relied
more heavily on aerial and
oblique imagery as opposed to
on-site inspections, protecting
the privacy of property own-
ers and the personal safety of

(continued on page 9)
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Now is a great time to plant!

Cotoneaster, Kinnickinnick,
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4” & 1 gallon sizes
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INCLUDES:

and more!

(Holiday Gifts in Primrose, open now.)
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9-5 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon * 466-3821
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Nursery & Greenhouse
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Choice”
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It’s like déja vu all over again

The Dodgers are playing the
Yankees in the World Series,
and this brings back wonderful
memories.

I was born in the Bronx,
N.Y., where the Yankees were,
and lived in upper Manhattan
near where the Giants were.
When | moved to Long Island,
my Uncle Izzy from Brooklyn
would always turn on Vin Scully
covering the Brooklyn Dodgers
games when he visited our house
in Roslyn. Sandy Koufax was the
Dodgers’ star pitcher and he was
Jewish, so | became a Dodger
fan.

The Dodgers hadn’t won a
World Series yet, but they did
in 1955 when | was 9 years old,
beating the Yankees in seven
games. Two years later, the
Dodgers moved to Los Angeles
so | became a New York Mets
fan. | ended up a Hollywood
movie and TV director, so | for-
gave the Dodgers for moving and
renewed my faith in them.

I was sports editor of my high
school and college newspapers
and became a sportswriter for the

Suffolk Sun in Long Island. I got
to interview Kareem Abdul Jab-
bar in person at a Knicks game
and Wayne Gretzky at a hockey
game.

When | became a Newsday
reporter, 1 no longer covered
sports, and many of my close
friends started smoking marijua-
na, so | headed to graduate school
in Denver. At my first class, the
teacher told us what a movie
director did and that launched my
wonderful career as an Oscar-
and Emmy-winning director.

Now I’m back to being a
journalist and my column just
won best in the state again and
my editor Ken Stern suggested
a column about how much the
Dodger-Yankee World Series
would mean to me.

I could not ask for a better
World Series matchup. The
Dodgers won game 3 Monday
and that put them one game away
from a World Series title, just as
I reached my deadline for this
column, which makes me very
optimistic about a very happy
ending.

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

NAVAL ACADEMY GRADUATE.
NAVY VETERAN.
OUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE.

ENDORSED BY: V\-J

VoteVets

Larry Seaquist and Clyde Shavers are Veterans of the U.S. Navy. Use of their military ranks, job titles, and
photographs in uniform does not imply endorsement by the Department of the Navy or the Department of Defense.

Paid for by Elect Clyde Shavers (D) P.0. Box 24 Oak Harbor, WA 98277

“State Rep. Clyde Shavers has served our country
and our state with honor and distinction.
Please join me in supporting his re-election.”

- CAPTAIN LARRY SEAQUIST, USN, RET.
SEAQUIST COMMANDED THE BATTLESHIP USS IOWA (BB-61)

VOTE FOR CLYDE SHAVERS (D)
BY NOVEMBER 5

WWW.CLYDESHAVERS.COM
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School district savors
Halloween budget treat

By Bill Reynolds

Though Halloween is trick or
treat time, La Conner School
District officials aren’t masking
their glee that the district is
enjoying more of the latter than
the former this year.

Superintendent David Cram
cited for school board members
at their meeting Monday night
three examples of good news
as sweet as any candy haul
Halloween trick-or-treaters can
expect.

First, Cram announced that
K-12 student enrollment, the
key factor that drives state
school funding, is higher than
expected.

Cram projected La Conner
would enroll 460 students for
the 2024-25 year. The district
has 469 full-time students en-
rolled through this month.

Cram said he had budgeted
for 25 kindergarten students this
fall, but 30 enrolled.

Washington state provided La

Conner $12,454 per student last
year.

Second, Cram reported that
the district has received its first
federal impact aid payment of
$1.043 million due this school
year. A second payment comes
later, likely in the spring.

“This is very significant,”
Cram said. “It’s very exciting
for us.”

Federal impact aid assists
school districts that lose
property tax revenue because
of tax-exempt properties such
as military bases and Native
American reservations.

Third, Cram expressed opti-
mism that the district will soon
be released from state binding
conditions, which were imposed
in 2023 until the district could
demonstrate it had stabilized
its finances. That day is fast ap-
proaching since the district bud-
get has moved into the black.

Board members praised Cram

(continued on page 6)

Netters drop hard-fought,
five-set match with Orcas

By Bill Reynolds

Too bad close doesn’t count in
volleyball.

At least that’s the way La Con-
ner High School net fans felt af-
ter NW2B/1B rival Orcas Island,
led by junior middle blocker/out-
side hitter Sofia Jauregui, edged
the Braves in a hard-fought five
set Homecoming Week match at
Landy James Gym Oct. 24.

Jauregui delivered a team-high
18 kills and added nine digs and
three blocks as the Vikings post-
ed a 25-20, 23-25, 25-19, 19-25,
15-8 triumph over the hosts.

With the win, Orcas improved
to 9-7 on the season. La Conner
slipped to 11-8 going into
Monday night’s non-league set
with Evergreen of Seattle.

Coach Pam Keller’s charges
resume home non-conference
play tonight (Wednesday) when
they welcome 3A foe Sedro-
Woolley in a 7 p.m. match.

Against Orcas, freshmen

Abi Poulton (11) and Nora
McCormick (10) recorded
double-digit Kills to pace the
attack. Maeve McCormick added
eight kills for the Braves.

Freshman Reese Bird notched
four service aces to lead the
team. Senior Addison Wigal
posted three aces.

Poulton and the McCormick
sisters chipped in two aces
apiece. Addison Keller contribut-
ed an ace to go with 16 digs.

Bird (18), Nora McCormick
(13), Poulton (13), Wigal (11)
and Maeve McCormick (10)
likewise posted double-digit
digs.

Bird had a team-high 30
assists.

Izzy Villard and Mia Delage
logged three kills each while
Aaliyah Gonzalez had a kill and
a pair of digs for La Conner.

Following their current home-
stand, the Braves play at Mount
Vernon Christian at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 5.

i

Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW

i ARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

& Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258

>,

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

www.portofskagit.com

| 360-757-0011

Braves romp past Muckleshoot
in big Homecoming grid triumph

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner High School senior
C.J. Edwards reigned last week
as the school’s Homecoming
King, but his crowning achieve-
ment came Friday night when he
led the Braves to a convincing
56-26 eight-man grid victory
over Muckleshoot Tribal School
at Whittaker Field.

Edwards, La Conner’s dual-
threat quarterback, threw for
two touchdowns and ran for two
more as the Braves remained
unbeaten at home and pushed
their season mark to 3-4 while
playing an independent non-
conference schedule.

The versatile Edwards also
returned a pass interception 80
yards fora TD.

On a night when the home

squad trailed only briefly, at 6-0,
Edwards had plenty of help.

Braves running back Yandel
Rojas got the hosts on the board
with a 20-yard scoring burst at
the 2:36 mark of the opening
period. His scoring jaunt capped
a drive aided by a horse-collar
tackle penalty on Muckleshoot,
which hurt itself throughout with
ill-timed penalties.

La Conner took the lead 14-6
late in the first quarter on a two-
yard Edwards blast and two-
point conversion toss to Marlin
Edwards.

That score literally set off
fireworks. The sky east of La
Conner was lit up with an im-
promptu display between the first
and second quarters.

The Braves unleashed fire-
works of their own leading up to

halftime.

Responding to a 15-yard
touchdown pass from James
Fryberg to Cedar Korndorfer that
pulled Muckleshoot within 14-
12, Rojas again reached paydirt
with a 43-yard TD romp to ex-
tend La Conner’s edge to 20-12.

The Braves’ lead stretched
to 26-12 midway through the
second quarter when Edwards
delivered his pick-six.

Holding a two-touchdown
lead, La Conner delved into
some Halloween trickery before
the break. Wide receiver Jimbo
Bobb threw a perfect 79-yard
touchdown pass to Duran Clark
off a double reverse. Rojas ran
in the conversion attempt for a
34-12 Braves advantage.

(continued on page 6)

Soccer —

Boys hang tough but suffer another
overtime loss; girls’ rally falls short

By Bill Reynolds

Working overtime didn’t pay
off again for the hard-luck La
Conner boys’ soccer team.

For the second straight week,
the Braves fell at home in an

extra session after forging a tie in

regulation.

This time it was state-ranked
Providence Classical Christian
that escaped with a 3-2 overtime
win, spoiling a spirited La
Conner effort in an often-
physical contest played before a
supportive Homecoming crowd
on Oct. 25.

“It was a good match,” La
Conner head coach Galen
McKnight said afterward. “We
were right there the whole time.
We’ve pretty much been within a
play or two every time out.”

With yet another close loss, La
Conner fell to a misleading 2-9-1
on the campaign. Seven of those
losses have been by two goals or
less.

All scoring last Friday oc-
curred after halftime. La Conner
nearly took a 1-0 lead at the
break but a strong left-footed
attempt by Christian Fix at an
open goal caromed hard off one

BALL! — La Conner’s Flint Huizenga prepares for a sideline throw-
in during the Braves’ Homecoming match with Providence Classical

Christian. PCC won 3-2 in overtime.

of the posts.

Fix secured a 1-1 deadlock in
the second frame when he con-
verted a penalty kick after team-
mate Jarrett Hatch was fouled.

Hatch moments later gave La
Conner a short-lived 2-1 lead

I'WILL SUPPORT, DEFEND & PROTECT WITH
COMMUON SENSE, TRUTH & HONESTY:

~ US&WA Constitutional Rights ~ Legal US Citizens first
~ American values, families ~ 2nd Amendment, Gun & Hunting Rights
~Border security ~ Legal immigration ~ End sanctuary state & cities ~
Rule of Law ~ Public safety ~ Personal choices ~ No mandates
~ Back the Blue, Military, Veterans & their families ~ Parental
rights & their children ~ School choice ~ Quality education, reforms,
vocational, trades, life skills in schools ~ Female sports for females
only ~ Safeguard female achievements, rights, Title 9 ~ Mental health,
drug reform ~ Ban cartoon porn ~ Lower healthcare costs ~ Affordable
housing ~ Limited govt, overreach ~ Lower taxes, tax reform, control
govt spending ~ Economic freedom, prosperity & free market
~ Innovation not regulation ~ Energy independence ~ Food, water
security ~ Farm & ag lands protection ~ No US lands sold to foreign
entities ~ Resources, waterways, lands, environment ~ Infrastructure
reform ~ Same day voting, proof of citizenship, ID, legal U.S.
citizens only. ~ Common sense to resolve issues, with accountability.
I will represent & work for you and your family!

Paid for by CarrieKennedy4WA,
PO Box 963, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 e carriekennedy4wa.net

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

when he blasted a shot into the
net through a sliding block by the
PCC keeper. The collision briefly
sidelined but didn’t knock Hatch
out of the match.

With just under 10 minutes
remaining in regulation, PCC
tied matters at 2-2, which is
where things stood until over-
time thanks to a diving save by
Braves’ goalie Tyler Cicotte.

The clash was decided midway
through the five-minute OT when
a PCC striker hit a crosser.

Girls’ soccer

Meanwhile, the La Conner
girls’ soccer team dropped a 4-1
home decision to NW2B/1B rival
Friday Harbor in its lone match
last week.

The hosts fell behind 2-0 in
the first half but rallied after the
break. La Conner’s Baylee Smith
was fouled in the box and was
awarded a penalty kick, which
she converted.

“The second half was a much
better half for us,” Braves head
coach Maddie Huscher said.
“The girls were controlling the
ball, taking time to find their
teammates and passing to feet.”

La Conner (3-5-2) resumes ac-
tion at 3 p.m. today (Wednesday)
at Lopez Island. The girls then
play at Mount Vernon Christian
at 4 p.m. Friday.

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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“This Machine is Made for
Earth”: The Madrona Project
at MoNA. Poets will converge

at the Museum of Northwest

Art, 121 S. First St., La Conner,
from 2-4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 2,
to offer a reading and discussion
from the most recent issue

of the anthology series, “The
Madrona Project: This Machine
is Made for Earth,” recently
published by Empty Bowl Press
in Chimacum. Free for members,
$15 suggested donation for non-
members. RSVP: monamuseum.
org/events/madrona-project-
nov2.

Celtic Arts Foundation tradi-
tional Scottish breakfast, 11
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Nov.

2. If you have ever traveled in
Scotland and stayed in a bed and
breakfast or hotel, you have no
doubt experienced a traditional
Scottish “power breakfast.” CAF’s
breakfast will consist of a great
variety of traditional Scottish
foods served buffet style. Tickets
are $40 for CAF members, $45
for non-members. Littlefield Celtic
Center, 1124 Cleveland Avenue,
Mount Vernon.

Pacific Northwest Landscapes
Drawing Workshop with Kristin
Frost. 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 2 and 9, at Museum
of Northwest Art, 121 S. First

St., La Conner. Learn to draw

a Pacific Northwest landscape,
focusing on trees, water and

sky, with live demonstrations of
pencil techniques, composition
building and thoughtful discus-
sion on process. This class will
teach solid foundational drawing
skills while allowing for individ-
ual exploration. Cost: $95 ($90
participation, $5 materials), all
supplies included. Ages: 16 and
up. Members get 10% off classes
and workshops at checkout.
RSVP: monamuseum.org/events/
pnw-landscapes-workshop.

Floral Pumpkin Party: A Fun
Night of Crafting & Creativity.
6-8:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov.
6, at ERTH, 105 S. First St.,
La Conner. Instructors Riley
Banaszak and Mary Lou Page
will help you decorate your
own pumpkin with dried flower
appliqué. $20. Refreshments
provided. Space is limited. Call
360-399-1126 from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. to register.

Teen Art Club at Museum of
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St.,
is a free program for youth in
grades 6-12, where you can bring
your friends and your creativity

to make art together and inspire
your art. Pizza, snacks and art
supplies will be provided. 3-5
p.m. Fridays.

THEATRE

712. 1st St - Mount Vernon  @Es2©
360.336.8955 [t
lincolntheatre.org @{;’_;%;
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OPEN HALLOWEEN!

Thurs., 11AM - 5PM

Town Parade 3:15PM

Stop on by before or after
No Tricks, just Treats

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11AM-5PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
7l ¢t am— IR

Book review —

‘Prophet Song’ a painful
dirge - singing a warning

By Ken Stern

The most dramatic and,
indeed, catastrophic events can
begin almost imperceptibly, as a
glacial ice sheet melting away or
2023 becoming the hottest year
on record, adding to the list of
prior years being the hottest ever.
For Eilish, a scientist working for
a technology company in a bit-
in-a-future Dublin, Ireland, the
election of rightest nationalists
two years before the start of Paul
Lynch’s haunting Booker Prize
winning 2023 novel is that event.

As “Prophet Song” opens,
everything is normal for this
mother of four, her oldest son a
high school senior, her youngest
still nursing. Sure, she is worried
about her aging father, his mem-
ory slipping. Husband Larry, a
leader in the national teacher’s
union, becomes a concern after
two plainclothes police detec-
tives knock on their door, asking
for him, asking that he come to
the station for questioning.

Larry does go to the local sta-
tion of the secret police. By the
end of the chapter he is out of the
book, disappeared, though Eilish
will not know that for some time.

All realizations come slowly to
Eilish. The reader sees the world
through her, subtly cued by the
chapters lack of paragraphs and

quotation marks, whichever
character speaks. Each chapter is
a block of black text cascading
down on itself.

Eilish is an everywoman,
keeping the family together as
Ireland descends into civil war
and society crumbles. School,
groceries, meals, the children
sharing her bed during nightly
gunfire and shelling are the
center of her world.

Work becomes politicized as
staff loyal to the government are
promoted and critics let go.

Eilish starts smoking again,
another poison in her system.
She navigates between being qui-
et and getting along and wearing
white, symbolic of the resistance,
and going to rallies. The union’s
lawyer finally counsels on Larry:
“We must hope he is still in
detention, there’s nothing to do
now but keep on hoping.” There
is no rule of law. There is only
ruling.

Eilish leaves, thinking, how
many people have been made
to disappear? She sees “a black
hole opening before us, we have
passed the boundary of escape
and even when the regime has
been overturned the black hole
will continue to grow so that it
will consume this country for

(continued on page 9)

OPEN 10 to 5 Daily

101 N 1st St #5, La Conner
360.399.1610 &

finefeatheredfriends@wavecable.com
www.fine-featheredfriends.com

soundcedar.com

2600 Cedardale Rd,
Mount Vernon

360-424-4548

HEATED PATIO SEATING

EST. 1972 Family Operated

& EATERY, Inc.

2024 Best of Skagit:
Chowder, Fish & Chips and Outdoor Dining.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Barrow’s goldeneye

Along with snow geese and trumpeter swans we have many other
birds in this area that join us during wintertime.

One of our favorites are the Barrow’s and common goldeneyes.
A white, crescent-shaped teardrop in front of the male’s eyes distin-
guishes the Barrow’s from the common goldeneye, which has a white
dot in that area. The females have brown heads and greyish bodies.

They like marine waters, dive for aquatic insects and small fish and
also feed on mollusks on dock pilings. This photo was taken from the
boardwalk in Fairhaven. The feathers on the male’s head look more
blue than they appear with the plain eye.

Text and photo by Rosi Jansen

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA 360-466-4808

Elect

RICHARD
BROCKSMITH (D)
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

Richard is the only candidate in this race who:

e Has worked in the last 4
years to increase Skagit’s
housing availability and
affordability for our working
and low-income families, and
stood against Fully Contained
Communities.

e Has the experience and

ability to bring flood, environ-

mental and Tribal interests

together to address the

threats of sea level rise and climate change that
threaten La Conner and our farmlands.

e Has run a dual language campaign that
recoghnizes everyone deserves equal access to
their government.

e Has the endorsement of firefighter,
farmworker, laborer, city and county
government, ferry, hospital and food supply
labor organizations due to my commitment to
good, safe jobs and housing.

e Has reduced expenses for seniors, disabled
and veterans on fixed incomes.

I’m also the only Democrat running for Skagit
County Commissioner in 2024 and will bring
balance and a new generation’s perspective to
the Skagit County Board of Commissioners!
Together, we can get Skagit County working!

| humbly ask for your vote,
www.richardbrocksmith.com

Paid for by People for Richard Brocksmith,

1216 E Section St, Mount Vernon, WA 98274
360-826-2094
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for creating the fiscal strategies
that helped the district rebound.

“I would like to thank you
once again for your fiscal dil-
igence and the rapid recovery
from where we were a year ago,”
board member John Agen told
Cram.

He shifted credit to others.

“The thanks go to our staff,
teachers and families,” said
Cram. “There were a lot of sacri-
fices made by our staff, students
and community.”

Board President Susan Deyo
said the district’s improved
financial status reflects a positive
campus climate this fall.

“We’re feeling like we have
a different school culture now,”
she said. “We had a great home-
coming week. We feel that we
are back to being La Conner and
things now are very positive.”

Deyo and Agen praised district
maintenance chief Toby Walls
for upgraded facilities, citing
the mounting of a new metallic
Braves sign and sports logos
on the football grandstand and
condition of Whittaker Field.

Mortenson Signs received

STATE REPRESENTATIVE e DEMOCRAT e 10TH DISTRICT

Dave Paul is the
trusted, bipartisan
candidate for our

community.

Visit votedavepaul.com to learn
more about Dave's work for
La Conner and Skagit County.
Ballots due by August 6th.

Paid for by Friends of Dave Paul PO Box 387 Oak Harbor WA 98277

kudos from Deyo for its work on
the “Home of the Braves” sign
and logos and the Avon firm’s
donation of materials for the
project.

As for Whittaker Field’s
playing surface, Agen said “it
was in remarkably good shape”
for being used by football and
soccer teams.

The board on Monday also
formally recognized new district
special education director Beth
Mills and band/choir director
McKenzie Clark and the high
school pep band.

Mills briefly recounted her
career in education as both a
classroom teacher and program
director in urban districts.

“At La Conner, the goal is to
be visible, responsible and to
communicate,” she said.

Mills said her team is
collecting and studying data and
refining the program’s goals and
vision.

She said her department’s aim
is “to assure our students receive
the services for which they
are eligible. It’s important that
students receive instruction in
the least restrictive environment,
meaning that they spend the most
time that is appropriate in regular
classroom settings.”

Clark and his band students
invited the board and

La Conner School District Special
Education Director Beth Mills.
— Photo by Bill Reynolds

administrators to step outside
and hear them play Wilson
Pickett’s R&B classic “Land of

a Thousand Dances.” Drummer
Marlin Braelins explained that
La Conner’s version has a pause
midway through the tune, dating
to the time at a state basketball
tournament when he had to finish
with a single drumstick.

“We want to recognize all
your efforts around music and
continuing to keep music as
a really important curricular
option,” Deyo said.

S“AGIT VALLE.,
A
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Open Daily to Everyone

'.' S i G N ﬁ Leoun how your purchase helps give back

Save on ALL Field Day
items all month long!

STRENGTHEN

NATIVE
FOODWAYS

- Downtown Mount Vernon - skagitfoodcoop.com

Football romp
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La Conner nearly went into
halftime with another touch-
down. As time expired in the
half, Rojas reeled in a long pass
from Edwards and appeared to
glide into the end zone. But a
trailing official ruled that the
Braves’ freshman had stepped
out of bounds before reaching
the goal line.

In the end, that call didn’t
matter.

In the third quarter, La Conner
answered a 30-yard fumble
recovery return for a touchdown
by Muckleshoot’s Michael
Anderson with a four-yard
Edwards TD run.

Edwards’ touchdown and
ensuing conversion dash, set up
by another long pass reception
by Clark, swelled the Braves’
lead to 42-18.

A fumble recovery TD return
by Muckleshoot linebacker
Jack Crowell split a pair of long
fourth-quarter TD passes by
Edwards to Charlie Jackson and
Bobb. Braves’ lineman Chas
James powered in for the deuce
following Edwards’ hook-up
with Jackson.

The 50-yard touchdown strike
to Bobb came with less than
a minute to play and provided
La Conner’s 56-26 margin of
victory.

La Conner head coach Charlie
Edwards wasn’t surprised by his
club’s scoring outburst.

“We’ve shown we can play
with everybody who’s on our
schedule,” he said before kickoff.
“This is basically a young team
and they’re learning to execute
on each and every play.”

La Conner has no other games
slated, though coach Edwards
said it’s possible the Braves
could add November matchups
with either Darrington or Entiat
depending on their availability.

Facebook

@laconnerweeklynews

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

My goalis a safe,

attractive and

» Affordable Community
g . ‘ s with Good Jobs, good schools,
" & b ,%& } h and a Healthy Environment
. ’ . that maintains our community’s

Heritage &
Natural Beauty.

Ron Wesen
Skagit County
Commissioner

RE-ELECT

20 PETER 24
BROWNING

for Skagit County Commissioner
pistrict 2

Paidor by Re*
P.0.Box 1345 Burling 0

Dear friends,

development.

work force.

rhetoric. | ask for your support.

Thank you,

I'm a dedicated public servant with a diverse background in health
and business, running for re-election as Skagit County Commissioner
District 2. | am nonpartisan and | stand only for the Skagit.

My long experience and commitment to our community make me
the ideal candidate to continue improving Skagit County.

Over the last four years we've brought Skagit tribes and Skagit local
government together around major plans to address flooding,
salmon recovery, sea level rise and climate change, and I've taken
bold steps to protect Skagit farmland from inappropriate

I've also supported Skagit cities in their effort to provide more
affordable housing for young families, helped create a coordinated
regional approach to homelessness, opened a much-needed mental
health and addiction stabilization center, and stabilized the County

You can learn more about my record and positions at
peterbrowning.vote. My record reflects that | deliver results, not just

peterbrowning.vote

Sound solutions that serve ALL people.

The candidate who puts Skagit 1st!

Paid for by Peter Browning for County Commissioner.
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By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor

Rosemary olive oil

Crafting specialty items for yourself is reward-
ing. For this recipe, begin by collecting stems of

fresh rosemary to dry.

Ingredients

 Dried rosemary, 1/3 cup
 Olive ail, 1/2 cup
 Clean jar with lid

Preparation

Remove rosemary from stems. Place into a
small jar. Fill jar with olive oil. Shelf stable. Use
oil to season your pan when frying steak.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

HEADS UP

Saturday with the Mayor. Come
to the La Conner Swinomish
Library at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov.
2, for an open conversation with
Mayor Marna Hanneman. Topic:
“Preparing for an Unplanned
Event” by Gerry George of the
town’s Emergency Management
Commission.

Free veterans appreciation
dinner, 6-8 p.m. Friday, Nov.

8, at Camano Chapel, 867 W.
Camano Drive, Camano Island.
Keynote speaker Mary Pilkington
will share POW/wartime experi-
ences of her late husband, Col.
Fred Pilkington. RSVP to 206-
550-4409 or email goldracket@
aol.com. Indicate your choice of
salmon or prime rib.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish
Library. 520 Morris St., La
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays.
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.
« Storytime for Children, 11 a.m.
Fridays.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
New location: 208 W. Kincaid St.,
Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov/175/Library.

Submit an event

Get eyes on your event
before the next Weekly
News hits the street. Go
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and
submit your event!

« Virtual Storytime to Go: 9 a.m.
Saturdays.

« Virtual Bilingual Storytime: 9
a.m. Sundays.

* Read Harder Book Club,
noon-1 p.m. second Tuesdays.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, cityofanacortes.org/220/

Library.

 Family Storytime, 10 a.m.
Fridays. For ages birth to 5,
siblings welcome.

* LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

+ Teen Creative Writing, 2-3
p.m. Wednesdays.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

¢ Bilingual Storytime, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Fridays. Ages 6
and under with caregivers.

* Wednesdays of Wonder,
3:30-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays.
Arts and crafts for school-aged
children.

Super Crossword WHY A JAY?
ACROSS 46 That guy over 78 Dirtin a DOWN 36 — Gay 75 Traveled
1 Conga there with 57-Across 1 Articulates (WWIl plane) 78 Undermines
cousin the famous 79 Lemon-hued 2In— (mired) 37 Have the the power of
6 “Ho-hum” signature? growth on 3 Hollywood’s capacity to, to 79 “Seize the
feeling 50 Indian dress old bread? Sorvino Shakespeare day” acronym
13 Old Toyota 51 Round figure 81 Suspend, as 4 Angler’s 38 Treaty 80 Ship dining
coupes 52 High trains a meeting chum 41 Indoor tabby place
20 “Tosca” 53 Real stunner 83 Certain 5 Put forward 42 Tote bag 82 “Navel” fruits
tunes, e.g. 54 Writer known British noble’s 6 Proved false 43 See 93-Down 83 Just missed
21 Dodgy for twist domain 7 Kilns, e.g. 44 Correct parring
22 Hat with the endings 86 Kind of sword 8 Go really fast 45 Comply with 84 Suffix with
brim turned 57 Chimney duct 87 “Notorious” 9 Winter hrs. 47 More skilled fruit names
up onthree 58 Possible Supreme in Fla. 48 Gas in lights 85 California’s
sides result of a Court inits. 10 Twice CCLI 49 Strong alloy Marina del —
23 The choosing computer 88 Vintage Ford 11 Lacto- — diet 50 In a snobbish 88 Do injury to
of cosmonaut crash 89 People using 12 Threatened way 89 Rabbits
Gagarin? 60 Key with no swearwords hostilely 54 Psi follower 90 Elbow-to-
25 lts capital is sharps or 92 A typical 13 Sword metal 55 Camouflage wrist bone
Tallinn flats casual 14 Surgery sites, 56 Doc treating 91 Appear to be
26 Border of 61 Side street greeting? in brief apnea the case
Utah and 62 Given “four 96 Bagel centers 15 Scholarly 57 Hightail it 92 Twyla of
Idaho, e.g. years at a 97 Lena of song group away choreography
27 Primo pitcher New Haven 98 Angry feeling 16 Devoted 59 Perplexed 93 With
29 Of higher university” as 99 Food-packing attendant 60 Certain 43-Down,
rank punishment plants 17 Many a palm berry list of superb
30 Cooks in fat fora crime? 103 “Tail cone,” sonata finale 61 Give the OK students
31 Sign that 65 Painter Max for “Lance Ito” 18 Disney 63 Take-home 94 Expunge
anegg may 68 Frigid epoch 105 Shaggy ox mermaid 64 Former BP 95 Singer
have gone 69 University that's a base- 19 Sarcasm, gas brand LeAnn
bad? near Fort ball mascot? informally 65 H20, to atot 96 “In case you
35 Listed from Worth 109 Floral 24 Writer Wiesel 66 “Yipes!” — noticed ...”
memory 73 Water, decoration 28 North Atlantic 67 — Khalifa 99 Corp. money
38 Felt sorry for in Cuba 110 Satan, catch (Dubai sky- honchos
39 King-size tub 74 “Ars — artis” with “the” 31 Pig’s grunt scraper) 100 As to
40 Santa — (MGM motto) 111 Philosopher 32 Bouquets-to- 70 Overused 101 Idyllic garden
(hot desert 75 “Tll do it,” in Kierkegaard order co. theme 102 IRS form IDs
winds) radiospeak 112 Printing 33 “Pshaw!” 71 OPEC ship 104 Enjoyed food
41 Distributed, 76 °16 Olympics machines 34 Egg producer 72 Center 106 St. crosser
with “out” city 113 Loathes 35 Having light points 107 First-aid —
42 Pamper 77 Major conflict 114 Telling signs beams 74 Big ravine 108 Bullring cry
1 2 |3 |4 |5 6 |7 |8 |9 |10 |11 |12 13 (14 (15 [16 [17 [18 |19
20 21 22
23 24 25
26 .29
B
35 |36 |37
40
46

51

70

76

[P O
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+ Minecraft and Gaming Club,
4:30-5:30 p.m. Tuesdays,
school-aged teens.

¢ Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. second Saturdays except
Jan., June, July, Dec.

MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 121
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5
p.m. Sunday and Monday.
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Current exhibits through
Jan. 12, 2025:

« “Peter Millett: Built Forms”
is the first major institutional
survey of the Seattle artist's
work, which spans decades of
artistic practice and intentional
engagement with forms in
space.

+ Atthe Seam: The Museum
of Northwest Art's Permanent
Collection is an ongoing en-
gagement with the collection
as the place of contact of the
many artistic identities of the
region.

+ Outside In Gallery, Creative
Response to Trauma: A
Community Response. Brigid
Collins Family Support Center
and Skagit Domestic Violence
& Sexual Assault Services
have partnered to share art
and writing created by survi-
vors of traumas.

Pacific Northwest Quilt &
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S.
Second St., La Conner. 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday.
gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.
Current exhibits:

+ Samplers from Seattle: Con-
temporary Needlework by Elly
Smith, through Dec. 1.

+ 2024 International Quilt &
Fiber Art Festival Winners,
through Dec. 22.

+ The Goddess Series: Art
Quilts by Judith Vierow,
through Nov. 17.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-

ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4

p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current

exhibit through March 2, 2025:

+ “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-
deo Bullfighter’ and the History
of Rodeo in Skagit County.”

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer
and donation opportunities at
skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS

Restful Dementia Relief
sessions begin at 11 a.m. Nov. 4
at La Conner United Methodist
Church, 601 S. Second St. This
is a therapeutic group led by
Miriam Fein for deep relaxation,
cognitive improvement and joy.
Caregivers, please accompany
those with dementia. More info:
Miriam at 206-939-2124.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery,
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon.
SMGC promotes interest in
recreational gardening.

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that
focuses on tourism, 8:15 a.m.
Mondays, 503 Morris St., La
Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 360-
228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m.
Mondays at Shawn O'Donnell’'s
Restaurant.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-

ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 8

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

3 2 5
9 7
1 716
4 5|8
2 3 4
7 9 1
9 1 3
8 1
6 4 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one 1o nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CASE NO. 24-4-00502 29
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
ESTATE OF:
WILHELMINA
CROGSTAD KAMB
DECEASED
The Personal Represen-
tative named below has
been appointed Personal
Representative of this Es-
tate. Any person having a
claim against the decedent
that arose before the dece-
dent’s death must, before
the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or
Personal Representative’s
attorney at the address
stated below a copy of the
claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court.
The claim must be present-
ed within the later of: a)
Thirty (30) days after the
Personal  Representative
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or b) four (4) months
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice. If
the claim is not present-
ed within this time frame,
the claim will be forever
barred, except as otherwise
provided in RCW 11.40.51
and 11.40.060. This bar
is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and non-probate

assets.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

CATION: 10/16/2024

PERSONAL REPRE-

SENTATIVE: Michael C.

Kamb

ATTORNEY FOR

THE PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE:

John G. Kamb, Jr

702 Main St

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

(360) 336-6145

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 16,
23, and 30, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR PIERCE
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:
STEVEN ALAN
OMDAL,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-02354-5
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS RCW
11.40.030
The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been
appointed and has qualified
as Personal Representative
of this estate. Any person
having a claim against the
decedent must, prior to the
time the claim would be
barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of lim-
itations, present the claim
in the manner provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or the
Personal Representative’s
attorney at the address
stated below, a copy of the
claim and filing the orig-
inal of the claim with the
court. The claim must be
presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
Personal ~ Representative
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(3);
or (2) four months after the
date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is
not presented within this
time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in Sec-
tion 11 of this act and RCW
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUB-
LICATION: October 16,
2024.
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE:

/sl

Joseph R. Bailey

Attorney for the Personal
Representative

/sl

Brianne M. Kampbell,
WSBA #34483

Address for Mailing or
Service:

Kampbell Legal Planning,
PLLC 2501 North Alder
Street Tacoma, WA 98406

Court of Probate Proceed-
ing and Cause Number: See
caption above.

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 16,
23, and 30, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of
MICHAEL JAY
POWERS
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00401-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE
NOTICE
The above Court has ap-
pointed me, Savannah
Powers, as Personal Repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s
estate. Any person having a
claim against the Decedent
that arose before the Dece-
dent’s death must present
the claim: (a) Before the
time when the claim would
be barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i)
By filing the original of the
claim with the foregoing
Court, and (ii) By serving
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or
their attorney at the address
below a copy of the claim.
The claim must be present-
ed by the later of: (a) Thirty
(30) days after I served or
mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months
after the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time period, the
claim will be forever barred
except as provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective for
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of first publication:
October 16, 2024.

/sl Savannah Powers

Personal Representative

Attorney for the Personal
Representative:

John G. Kamb Jr.

702 Main Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

(360)336-6145

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 16,
23, and 30, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00549-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
DENISE L.
HOVERSON,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and

11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 23, 2024

Mary A. Bourke

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 23,
30, and Nov. 6, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00540-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
REBECCA G. PHIFER,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 23, 2024
Therese M. Harrington
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,

PLLC

ANDREW C. SCHUH,
WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal

Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 16,
23, and Nov. 6, 2024,

SUPERIOR COURT OF

dent’s estate. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must present the
claim: (a) Before the time
when the claim would be
barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i)
By filing the original of the
claim with the foregoing
Court, and (ii) By serving
on or mailing to me at the
address below a copy of the
claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of:
(a) Thirty (30) days after |
served or mailed this No-
tice as provided in RCW
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b)
Four (4) months after the
date of first publication of
this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within
this time period, the claim
will be forever barred ex-
cept as provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective for
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and
non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication
of this Notice: October 30,
2024,

/sl

Colleen  Kraft-Griffeth,
Personal Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656
Attorney for
Representative

314 Pine St., Suite 211

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
ESTATE OF
JOE ALLEN
BUCHANAN,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00567-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE
NOTICE
The above Court has ap-
pointed me as Personal
Representative of the Dece-
dent’s estate. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must present the
claim: (a) Before the time
when the claim would be
barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i)
By filing the original of the
claim with the foregoing
Court, and (ii) By serving
on or mailing to me at the
address below a copy of the
claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of:
(@) Thirty (30) days after |
served or mailed this No-
tice as provided in RCW
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b)
Four (4) months after the
date of first publication of
this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within
this time period, the claim

WASHINGTON will be forever barred ex-
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

ESTATE OF — Weekly SUDOKU
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cept as provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective for
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and
non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication
of this Notice: October, 30,
2024,

/sl

Amy Lee Buchanan, Per-
sonal Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656

Attorney for
Representative

314 Pine St., Suite 211

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00556-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD B.
BRUMFIELD,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 30, 2024

Kathryn J. Longfellow
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal

Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
IN RE THE ESTATE OF
GARY LEE RAMSEY
DECEASED.
CASE NO.:24-4-07238-9
SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having a
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW 1
1.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
October 30, 2024.

Personal Representative:
Randi Ramsey Christensen

Attorney for the Personal
Representative: ~ Michael
Biesheuvel

Address for Mailing or
Service: 114 Second Ave.
S., Suite 101, Edmonds,
WA 98020

Court of probate proceed-
ings and case number: King
County, WA

Law Offices of Kyle G.
Ray, P.S. 114 Second Ave.
S., Suite 101

Edmonds, WA 98020

(425) 712-0279

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6 and Nov. 13, 2024.

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

Place an
At Your Service Ad
Plus appear in our

Online Business Directory
$225 FOR 12 WEEKS




LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

OCTOBER 30, 2024 « PAGE 9

Election space
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public.”

Perkins touted the level of
election security, noting that the
elections staff includes a cyber-
security expert.

The elections office isn’t
immune to criticism, Perkins and
Clay concede.

“We’ll hear from people who
are upset or maybe cranky or
having a bad day,” Clay said.

But she and Perkins said they

are buoyed by those who take the
time to acknowledge the office’s
work.

“It’s always nice,” said Clay,
“when we’re told ‘thank you’ for
working the elections.”

“l remember getting a voice
mail from an elderly gentleman
that was so nice,” Perkins said.
“He said ‘you’re doing a great
job, please thank your staff. God
bless your staff.”” She has kept
that message.

Perkins said that COVID-19
ended the days when crowds
routinely gathered in the admin-

istration building’s rotunda after
the polls closed to get copies of
initial election results.

“We discouraged gatherings
during the pandemic, obvious-
ly,” she said. “And now people
can get results quicker on their
smartphones.”

Clay said the new, larger space
and technology upgrades have
already proved their worth.

“There’s a huge difference,”
she said. “It’s already saved us
time.”

SVC Marine
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That venture was chronicled in

Spanish and Portuguese.

The first port will be Victoria,
B.C., to attend the International
Seaweed Symposium. The

Valley school districts, including

La Conner, and at every port.
The curriculum allows kinder-

garten through college students

GET YOUR FORTUNE
NOW - Lolita has been
waiting for you in front of
La Conner’s post office
all month, watching with
interest as all the vehicle
traffic turned south. She
will be going away soon.
Thanks, Jo, for sharing
her with us again this

Northwest Passage will be to connect with and engage in year.

“One Island, One Ocean: Around  transited next and then on to a the Around the Americas Project. — Photo by Ken Stern
the Americas Aboard Ocean major climate change conference  In addition, the public can refer-
Watch” by Herb McCormick. Ol-  in Brazil in November 2025. ence the expedition and research
son has a copy on his bookshelf. One Ocean is deemed an ideal  through social media outlets.

Shrader will be joined in vessel for the upcoming journey. Olson met the One Ocean’s
May on the five-berth ketch by It has also proved its worth while  captain during COVID-19. Olson
co-captain and Project Director on dry land at the SVC Marine said Shrader, who is a contractor
Jennifer Dalton, SVC Marine Tech campus. and fabricator, has a large barn
Technology Department Chair “It’s a great learning platform and invited folks to meet there
Mike Beemer and two student for the students,” Ann Avary, during the pandemic — while AN  EXTRA PROP
interns. director of the Northwest seated six feet apart and wearing FOR THE  HARD

The Around the Americas Center of Excellence for Marine  masks — to enjoy some socializ- OF HEARING - If
project partners with an array Manufacturing and Technology, ~ing during a time when people skeletons  could talk,
of maritime and educational stressed during Friday’s open were otherwise isolated at home. Pho"." eXtens'ﬂe W%“'g
entities. It was launched by house. Dubbed “Whiskey Night,” Ariljr Wngawgrggy wojld
Seattle’s Pacific Science Center SVC’s Marine Tech students Olson said the gatherings they choose to say and
and Boston’s Sailors for the Sea  are trained to do boat refits and continue to draw up to a couple what tales would they
conservation group. learn engine repair and install, dozen attendees whose ages want to tell? Ask this

The One Ocean crew will repair and troubleshoot modern range from the 30s to the 80s. one, outside of Ladders
present the expedition and its boat and electrical systems, “It’s a wonderful group,” said on South First Street.
educational mission at each stop  among other essential skills. Olson, “and that’s how | met Hurry. She will get up
along the 2025-2026 passage, Education outreach is a big Mark.” and go away pretty
sharing their research, experi- part of the Around the Americas Now thousands more on two soon.
ences and stories at over 50 ports  vision. The One Ocean team will  continents will meet Shrader and — Photo by Ken Stern
of call. Talks will be in English, develop a curriculum for Skagit his crew in the months ahead.

twice on her house, a subtle, took the tragedy in Syria as his children. into folklore.”

‘Prophet Song’
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will consume this country for
decades.”

Her father knew this earlier,
telling her, “You cannot put a
stop to the wind and the wind is
going to blow right through this
country.”

Violence escalates on both
sides. Her family is marked. The
car is vandalized and urinated on,
the windshield smashed.

Then, “TRAITER” is sprayed

brilliant point the author makes,
the forces of reaction cannot
even spell.

Eilish gazes on six neighbor-
ing houses with the national flag
in their windows. She “sees now
how everything shall be known,
how they shall be judged within
the community, they watched
what happened last night and
will not say a word.”

The story becomes one of
escape, to get across the border.
This white European family are
now third world refugees. Lynch

model but the setting is Ireland,
not Gaza, not Ukraine, not Su-
dan. “It” can happen here.

Eilish loses every male in her
family. Mark joins the resis-
tance. Twelve year old Bailey is
arrested, tortured and murdered
because the state can do that. Her
father escapes to Canada where
another daughter lives.

Almost every scene is filtered
through Eilish’s eyes or heard
by her. She moves, not quite in a
daze, but dulled to life, thinking
only of saving her remaining

At the end, she crosses into
Northern Ireland but not safety,
only more despair and darkness
with an occasional assistance
from some compassionate soul.
There is not certainty or deliver-
ance but an amazing page long
sentence finishing: “the end of
the world is always a local event,
it comes to your country and vis-
its your town and knocks on the
door of your house and becomes
to others but some distant warn-
ing, a brief report on the news,
an echo of events that has passed

Here, in the United States, we
think, “It can’t happen here.”

“It” — fascism — can happen
here.

Sinclair Lewis’ 1935 novel, “It
Can’t Happen Here,” is probably
most famous for its title, now so
common it is a cliche.

Lewis is a more entertaining
read than Lynch, but both offer
the same conclusion: Fascism
can happen here.

The Booker Prize is the highest
British literary award given annu-
ally to a novel written in English.

Insulation
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as an open window. Still air is

a very good thermal insulator,

so today’s windows have two or
three panes separated by air.

Aluminum is also very

thermally conductive. Today’s
window frames are made from
less conductive plastics and have

air channels inside them, again
taking advantage of the very
inexpensive insulation properties
of still air.

Finally, if you have
condensation inside a supposedly
sealed window, it isn’t sealed any
more.

Shortly after Jenelle and |
moved into our house in Shelter
Bay, which was built in 1978,
we upgraded our insulation to

the current code and replaced
our aluminum-framed windows
with modern coated windows
with plastic frames. The total
cost for both upgrades was
about $12,000. We also replaced
the old electric furnace and
resistance heating strips with a
new heat pump. Our December
electric bill has fallen from $750
to $250.

Federal energy efficiency tax

credits and PSE energy conser-
vation incentives helped pay
for all three projects. Both the
tax credits and the conservation
incentives have easy application
processes. For the tax credits,
you just file the energy efficiency
tax credit form with your 1040.
For the PSE credits, apply to
PSE via their website before
starting work.

Water heaters have also im-

proved significantly over the last
40 years, through the use of bet-
ter insulation on both the tanks
and the pipes. Some new models
even use heat pumps, which can
be two to three times as efficient
as a conventional electric resis-
tance heater. If your water heater
is more than 10 years old, it’s
probably worth replacing.

Town council
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Hanneman also announced
Nov. 2 (10 a.m.) is the next
bi-monthly “Meet with the
Mayor” at La Conner Swinomish
Library.

Neighborhood mapping, which
collects data from participants
to assist local first responders in
emergency and disaster situa-
tions, was suggested as a topic.

“We’ve concentrated most
of the year on the community
emergency management plan,”
said Jerry George, a commission
member. “We’ll now shift to
individual preparation.”

Hanneman shared that the
La Conner Yacht Club — which
moors at the channel’s public
docks — had donated another
$500 for the Jordan Street-end
park on the north waterfront.
Finance Director Maria DeGoede
said the club’s total Jordan

Street-end donations are $2,500.

The meeting closed — at least
symbolically — with a bang, sug-
gesting exploring with Swinomish
Indian Tribal Community leaders
an official role in the town’s July
4 fireworks show. Tribal fireworks
vendors light off their remaining
sales stock during and after the
professional display.

“The Swinomish fireworks last
year were amazing,” Hanneman
said. “It was spectacular.”

Council tabled action on

an agreement with Western
Fireworks for the 2025
Independence Day show until
after an inquiry about a more
formal Swinomish participation.
Council approved acceptance
of the fire hall roof project;
heating, air conditioning and
ventilation system upgrades at
Maple Hall, pedestrian im-
provement projects along Maple
Avenue, county-wide planning
policy updates and infrastructure
conveyance for the Snapdragon

Flats project contingent upon
final payment of any outstanding
fees.

Council will get updates to
the 2025 budget at its Nov. 12
meeting, DeGoede said.

The elevator system for the
306 Center Street condomini-
um project is still not resolved.
Planning Director Michael
Davolio has proposed a meeting
with Skagit County staff, which
approves permits, and the project
developer.

Assessments
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assessors.
“The days of assessors
hopping fences is over,” he

chuckled. “We use as much
technology as possible. Our goal
is (obtaining) accurate property
data.”

Hagen told council that while
La Conner area residential
properties have risen on average

11%, some neighborhoods have
realized smaller or no changes.
He said there has been a 12%
increase within town limits and
14% for waterfront properties.
Swinomish fee simple residen-
tial parcels have experienced a

15% increase, he said.

Hagen said that most com-
mercial values here have re-
mained the same, with a modest
increase for hotels and motels.

He stressed that county prop-
erty owners are welcome to ap-

peal property valuations and tax
bills with which they disagree.

“Our goal,” Hagen said, “is to
assess equitably to the best of
our ability. It’s not to over-as-
sess.”

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00562-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
WAYNE A. JOHNSON,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or

mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-

fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 30, 2024

Sally J. Hulbush

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

ANDREW C. SCHUH,
WSBA #47724
Attorneys for
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE
OF
PAUL E. MONOHON,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00578-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW

11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and

11.40.060.

This bar is effective as
to claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
non-probate assets.

Date of first publication:
October 30, 2024.

/sl

DOUGLAS S.
THOMPSON

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

By: /s/

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P. O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Tuesday, October 22

12:06 p.m.: Maybe its ninth life —
Severely injured cat brought into the pet
emergency center. The cat was treated
to the best of the clinics ability. McLean /
Kamb roads, greater La Conner.

6:36 p.m.: Didn’t look all ways -
Vehicle backing out of a spot hit another
car. A deputy helped with an information
exchange for the minor damage. Morris
Street, La Conner.

Friday, October 25

4:04 p.m.: Hit and skipped — A vehicle
driving east on Fir Island Road left

the roadway and hit a utility pole and
then drove across the front yard of a
residence. The driver fled the scene

in the vehicle and there is no suspect
information for the hit and run. Fir Island
Road, Conway.
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Mention this ad for a

| FREE drip coffee |
with your order

OPEN: HOURS:
Ithurs.-  9am- |
Mon. 3pm

We’d like to welcome you to come and try our new menu of
breakfast and lunch sandwiches, soups, salads, pizzas (we do
take and bake!), espresso, beer & wine, and delicious desserts.

360-333-4696
online ordering available: thewayfindercafe.com
110 N. 1st. Street, La Conner, WA

Saturday with the Mayor
Nov. 2, 10 a.m.
at La Conner Swinomish Library

Focus on
neighborhood

mapping

Town of La Conner

Open discussion on
community issues

360-466-3125

2024
GENERAL ELECTION

October7-11 State Voters’ Pamphlet mailed

October 16  Skagit County ballots mailed
Return your voted ballot ASAP!

Notify Skagit County Elections if you have not

received your ballot by this date

Last day for elections to receive online or

October 23
October 28
mail-in voter registrations
www.voteWA.gov
November 5

8:00pm deadline for in-person registration,

voter updates and to receive a ballot

November 5 - Election Day

Skagit County Election Office
NEW LOCATION: 700 S. Second St., Room 139
(ground floor across breezeway from elevator lobby)
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

‘?(,Dn-oQ’

360-416-1702 or
scelections@co.skagit.wa.us

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

= Desks

= Lamps

= Garden Art

* Wooden Toys

= Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
= Collectible Wooden Bowls

= PNW-Themed Gifts
= End Tables & More!

Stop by our showroom today!
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 ¢ 360-424-8455

www.NWFF.com
919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Working family housing coming to La Conner

SYMBOLIC FIRST SHOVEL TO BUILDING THEIR HOMES - Last Saturday these three families were
introduced to the La Conner community at Skagit Habitat for Humanity's groundbreaking ceremony for their
Caledonia Cottages site at Caledonia and South Third Streets. They may be in their homes a year from now.

Raven's Cup Coffee & Art Gallery

We have Scone | Like the artin our ads? Stop by Skagit
Lady scones! | Cellars (next door to Raven's Cup) any
time during October for a glass of wine
and an art show, featuring art by Greg
Whiting of Raven’s Cup!
106 S. 1st St
Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Enjoy one with a
coffee or cocoal

RRA'JAMA‘HM‘“

CANDLE COMPANY

Skagit Adult Day Program Fundraiser
Saturday, November 2nd
The Historic Lincoln Theater, 7:00pm

Sponsored by

Ferguson Foundation

Admission by donation

A Fall Fundraiser

* Kk ok &k Kk Kk
NEWSPAPER READERS

DETERMINE
ELECTIONS

Almost 8 out of 10

newspaper readers

vote in national or
state elections.

Source: America’s Newspapers 2023 Local Newspaper Study
conducted by Coda Ventures.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Groundbreaking
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both Lushootseed and English
— addressing the Skagit Habitat
mission.

“I want to thank Skagit
Habitat for what it’s doing,”
said Beasley, a recent recipient
of the Skagit Women’s Alliance
and Network 2024 Lifetime
Achievement Award. “We’re
thankful for having so many
good people and resources
here.”

“Wow, this really warms my
heart to look out and see so
many people who support af-
fordable housing and affordable
home ownership,” added Skagit
Habitat Executive Director Tina.

Tate said that home ownership
is vital because it generates a
necessary tax revenue stream for
communities while providing an
avenue for those homeowners to
build personal wealth.

“I want to give a shout-out to
Skagit County and the Town of
La Conner for being so support-
ive of affordable housing,” said
Tate. “It warms my heart that
the community is embracing this
project.”

Hanneman lauded Skagit
Habitat for making homebuying
possible for those with incomes
below the county median.

“We’re so excited to have
this project here,” she said. “We
hope there will be many more
projects to come in our town.”

Ron Wesen, the senior county
commissioner, spoke for the
panel. He expressed apprecia-
tion for Skagit Habitat volun-
teers.

“They’ve done an outstanding
job,” said Wesen. “It’s a great
thing that Habitat for Human-
ity is doing in Skagit County.
There’s a lack of housing here
and we all know that, but here
in La Conner, this is a great
project.”

Shavers thanked Skagit Hab-
itat for serving as a “lifeline” to
those who otherwise might be
unable to purchase a home. He
said he was proud of the state
legislature for its support of
Habitat for Humanity and seek-
ing solutions to the Puget Sound
housing crunch.

Prior to the three families
turning dirt with ceremonial
gold spades, Father Tom Mc-
Michael of La Conner’s Sacred
Heart Catholic Church blessed
the groundbreaking.

He praised Skagit Habitat
for doing “the Lord’s work”
and “building up and serving”
those in need of safe, secure and
affordable housing.

Fear that weather might
mar the ceremonies prompted
pitching a large tent on-site.
Fortunately, the rain held off and
conditions were comfortable
throughout. At one point there
was even a brief sunbreak.

Hanneman had an inkling that
would be the case.

“When | was walking here
and saw the tent set up,” she
said, “I just knew the weather
would be great.”

Kind of like it was meant to
be — same as Rocio Almaraz’s
application with Skagit Habitat.
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