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Poetic convergence

BRAVE STUDENTS ARE NOT AFRAID OF POETRY — Admission was free, but the opportunity exists for people of any age
to open their hearts and minds to a poem. Find poetry at a library, bookstore or online. These students were bused in for the

Skagit River Poetry Foundation’s 12th biannual poetry festival at Maple Hall Oct. 4-5.

— Photo by Judy Booth

Students swarm Skagit Poetry Festival

By Judy Booth

I am a border in Mexico. | am a bor-
der in Gaza. | am a child getting shot
through a border fence as | play in the
sand. | am a word. | am a phosphorous
cloud. I am a sprinkling of stars. | am
an echocardiogram. | am the smell of
a pony. | am a poem with “promises to
keep / and miles to go before I sleep.”

The Skagit River Poetry
Foundation’s biannual festival Oct.
4-5 at Maple Hall and other venues
around La Conner inspired the above
paragraph. The festival was attended
Friday morning by over 130 stu-
dents from schools in Oak Harbor
and Whatcom and Skagit counties.
Maple Hall overflowed with students,
poets, volunteers and the indomitable
Foundation’s board members who put
on another spectacular weekend of
words and impressions.

Maeve McCormick, a La Conner
student, said she had never heard
anything like it. She had studied the
holocaust in high school, but when
she heard “As easy as turning on the
evening news to hear the fractured
screams of a father — his child killed
by mortar fire” from “Check Point”
by Susan Rich — a Jewish poet who
worked in Gaza — it touched her. “It
was very moving — different when
the person is reading a poem,” she
explained.

Yes, Maeve, poetry is meant to be
read out loud. Tawanda Mulalu, a poet
from Botswana — that’s in southern
Africa — reads a poem out loud over
and over all day, to get it right, he
says.

His first book “Please Make Me
Pretty, | Don’t Want to Die” was
selected for the Princeton Series of

POETRY CAN MAKE YOU SMILE — When the Irish poet Tony Curtis, left, recites,
whether at a podium or not, listeners of all ages — and however well versed, as
these three fellow poets on stage with him at last week’s poetry festival — will find
themselves thinking and wondering, as well as laughing occasionally.

Contemporary Poets and was listed
as the best poetry collection for 2022
by the Boston Globe, The New York
Times and The Washington Post.

He was just one of many exceptional
poets at the festival that our kids are
so fortunate to have work with them to
their schools.

The packed Maple Hall audience
was rapt hearing “pregnant with the
dead” and “enough time spent in
nightmares,” from Gaza poet Mosab
Abu Toha’s, “Sometimes | Still Look
for My Friends,” read by Susan Rich.

From “The War Works Hard” by
Dunya Mikhail, an Iragi exile and
poet, and read by Claudia Castro Luna:
“It inspires / to deliver long speech-
es / awards medals to generals / and
themes to poets / it contributes to the

— Photo by Judy Booth

industry / of artificial limbs / provides
food for flies.”

Castro Luna grew up in El Salvador
in the early 1980s during that coun-
try’s civil war. Her poetry is born of a
childhood torn by terror and war. She
is the first immigrant and non-native
English speaker chosen poet laureate
in Washington state.

When asked “What is your impulse
to want to write about war in a poem?”
Castro Luna said, “LOOK WHAT
HAPPENED! LOOK OVER HERE!”

Twice she was hospitalized think-
ing she had had a heart attack. But
she would decline a different life, if
offered. “We still love despite what’s
going on,” she insists.

(continued on page 9)

Commission
candidates
draw crowd

By Bill Reynolds

MOUNT VERNON — The four candidates for
two county commissioner seats were tested with a
lightning round question-and-answer format during
a one-hour Skagit League of Women Voters public
forum Monday night.

Final grades on their candidacies will be issued
by voters after mail-in ballots are returned.

A large crowd of close to 100 squeezed into the
Skagit PUD’s Aqua Room for the briskly paced
event, in which opening and closing statements by
challengers Richard Brocksmith and Rylee Fleury
and incumbents Peter Browning and Ron Wesen
bookended two rapid-fire Q&A segments.

Fleury and Wesen are contesting for District 1
Skagit County Board of County Commissioner.
Brocksmith and Browning are vying for the District
2 position. Their elections are countywide, for all
voters.

Brocksmith, a two-term Mount Vernon City

(continued on page 6)

Debate brings
agreement on
school funding

Superintendent of Public
Instruction candidates say
state funding model flawed

By Carleen Johnson

THE CENTER SQUARE — Incumbent Chris
Reykdal and Peninsula School Board member
David Olson found some common ground during
Saturday’s Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction debate at the Bellevue Public Library.
Both think the state’s funding model for public
education is flawed.

“Our state only spends about 3.1% of its GDP on
education, and the national average is 3.6%,” said
Reykdal, who is running for a third term.

“Even with all the gains we made over the last
seven or eight years, we still only barely got close
to the national average, and then once the pandemic
hit, we were asked to rely on federal dollars to get
through it, and our state funds actually went down
adjusted for inflation,” he continued.

A fact sheet put out by Washington State House
Republicans this year claims that “Across state,
local, and federal sources, school districts received
$38.95 billion in the 2023-25 operating budget.
This equates to average total per student spending
of $18,354, which puts Washington at the top of its
peers in terms of state spending.”

Olson agreed with his opponent to an extent.

“Funding education is the state’s paramount
duty,” he said. “They have dropped the ball on
that.”

(continued on page 6)

Skagit groups catch $2.8 million in salmon recovery funds

By Ken Stern

OLYMPIA - Four Skagit County
organizations won $2.8 million in
grants, 5.6% of the $50.3 million the
Washington State Salmon Recovery
Funding Board awarded for 145 proj-
ects across the state to improve habitat
for salmon, steelhead and bull trout,
the board announced Sept. 30.

Almost half ($21.6 million)
was funded through the Climate
Commitment Act and targeted resto-
ration of shorelines and riverbanks
— riparian areas — essential to salmon.
Forested riparian areas create mi-
cro-environments shading and cooling
waters; roots and branches create pools
and other insect attracting habitats.
Forests slow and filter out stormwater

pollution before it enters waterways.

The remaining $28.7 million in
grants approved were funded by the
state Legislature and the federal gov-
ernment through the Pacific Coastal
Salmon Recovery Fund.

“These grants are crucial to salmon
recovery work in Washington,” said
Gov. Jay Inslee in the press release.
“Without this funding, we’d have no
chance of returning salmon to healthy,
harvestable levels. The Climate
Commitment Act is helping us go
bigger and faster all across the state.
It will take all of us pulling together
to change the fate of salmon, which
is inextricably linked to Washington’s
economy and quality of life.”

Grants were awarded in 29 of
Washington’s 39 counties.

Snohomish County organizations
and tribes won eight grants for $2.86
million.

Tribes and organizations in
Whatcom County won four grants for
$1.7 million.

Skagit County projects

Skagit Land Trust’s $1.1 mil-
lion grant is for conserving land in
the Skagit River watershed. Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement Group won
four grants for $664,062 for con-
trolling knotweed on the upper Skagit
River, $234,769; restoring the banks
of the upper Skagit River, $225,000;
restoring Debay’s Reach, $119,385;
and finding fixes for the Pressentin

(continued on page 9)

WHERE THERE ARE SALMON, FISHERS FOLLOW
— The state of Washington continues to invest in
improving habitat for salmon by providing grants to
organizations throughout the state. Nine projects are
funded in Skagit County, part of $50.3 million awarded
this year. These folks were headed for the Samish
River last August. — Photo by Ken Stern
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After a year of slaughters

The world is witnessing the start of year two of slaughters
in Palestine. Hamas fighters started the killing Oct. 7, 2023,
murdering over 1,200 innocents in their surprise attack. Since then
the murder and mayhem has all been under the direction of the
Israeli government and completely controlled and manipulated by
its prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

As horrific as the civilian death count is in Gaza — some 42,000
verified — the vast majority women and children, it is certainly an
undercount, including only the found bodies and those dead today.
In the days, weeks, months and years following, many more will
die or be found dead as rubble is cleared and the maimed succumb
to their wounds.

And now, Lebanon. What the Israelis call precision bombing
and targeted assassinations, the world knows as the killing of
innocents and mass murder.

Thinking people embrace these facts and face up to these brutal
truths because they reflect on their own history of warfare.

Air forces from the United States and Great Britain carpet
bombed Germany and Japan in World War Il. The U.S. dropped
more tons of bombs on Vietnam then it used in World War Il. And
it not only destroyed the country of Cambodia in 1970, it de-
stroyed the culture and killed the soul of that nation, which led to
the rise of the Khmer Rouge and the killing fields that followed.

Netanyahu has called for complete victory and the elimination
of Hamas. There is only one end game — the destruction of Gazan
society. Americans may refuse to understand it, but in Gaza, the
support for Hamas is total. Netanyahu claims military targets when
fighters have embedded themselves among civilians, using them
as human shields. That is his spin. The locals know Israeli soldiers
have been killing them indiscriminately for 75 years.

Netanyahu is holding Gazans, the Lebanese and the whole world
hostage. No one will be released until all the fighters are killed.

But the future result is that the entire population of both peoples
will dedicate their lives and their children’s lives to avenging
every murder — for that is what every death is seen as — of the last
year and the coming year.

This has not been a war. One side has tanks and jets and is
backed by the might of the United States military. The other side
has donkey carts and sling shots.

Israel is not defending itself. Countries defend within their
borders. Israel calls its invasion defense and rationalizes
assassinations by labeling the dead terrorists. But the Israeli
government has terrorized entire societies in Gaza, the West
Bank and Lebanon. The only end game for Israel is to press
on until every one of its self-named enemies is dead. They are
accomplishing that mission.

And, since Oct. 8, 2023, they are supplied by and have consult-
ed with the United States government every step of the way, our
tax dollars at work.

This was never a war. Wars end with diplomacy, negotiations,
treaties, reconciliation and rebuilding. Ideally they do. The Israeli
government has no plans beyond military action. There is no “day
after,” not even for the recreation of basic societal norms: running
water, sewage, electricity, health care, law enforcement, schools
and governance. Having bombed these Palestinians back into the
Stone Age, Isreal is content to leave them there.

U.S. tax dollars at work cannot be separated from the
destruction. If President Biden had halted sending weapons and
funds to Israel early in 2024, the indiscriminate bombardments
would at some point have run out of U.S. munitions.

The U.S. government has — and is — abetting, with supplying
weapons and funds, the destruction of a society.

Israel has irrevocably broken Gazan society. The decades neces-
sary to grow past the war’s trauma are incalculable and the imagi-
nation and courage to do that is absent. Who in Isreal is discussing
a civilized future for Palestinians? Who in Israel is advocating
living in peace?

What is certain is that loss, suffering, hatred and the grasping for
vengeance on the part of the Palestinian people is total.

That and they want their own land. They want a country to call
their own. They demand justice.

— Ken Stern

Concrete Herald is for sale

By Ken Stern “After more than 15 years at
the helm, I’ve decided to pass
our hometown newspaper to
its next caretaker,” his editorial
starts.

Interested? Call Miller at

360-630-4603.

The Concrete Herald is for
sale, Publisher and Editor
Jason Miller announced in the
October editorial of his monthly
newspaper.

A citizen’s view —

A call for regional constitutional conventions

By J. Walker-Wharton

As a follow up to last week’s
editorial (“Let’s vote for pres-
ident now”), let us call for a
series of regional constitutional
conventions in order to:

(a) Let we the people be heard

(b) Avoid anarchy and sup-
pression of voices in the name
of law and order

(c) Instill hope for democracy
to live by example here in the
heart of the free world

(d) Guarantee representation
at the table of all people invest-
ed in this country by birth, by
naturalization, by labor and by
service for the common good.

To “get real,” people and
powers that be:

Regional representation with
delegates that are not entrenched
politicians only, but would
include:

(i) High stakes owners in that
region, requiring attendance by
executives of companies that
have benefitted financially and
substantially in that region in
the past four years

(ii) Small business represen-
tatives, community elected and
changing every several months

(iii) Rotating business orga-
nizational representatives, e.g.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Correcting play’s
names and faces

Thanks for your review of
“Arsenic and Old Lace” at the
Lincoln Theatre. | just want to
offer a clarification on names and
dates associated with the play.

Written in 1939, the play
opened on Broadway in 1941
and was a big hit. Boris Karloff
played the murderous brother
Jonathan, who in the play keeps
getting told by other characters
that he looks like Boris Karloff.
When Frank Capra prepared to
make the movie, he asked for
the play’s cast members to be
given temporary leave so they
could repeat their performances
on screen. This was granted,
except that the producers would
not release Karloff, who was a
big draw, and this upset him a
great deal. It was also agreed that
the film would not be released
until the play had ended its run
(not knowing that it would run
for over three years). The film
was finally released in 1944 —
with Raymond Massey, in very
good Boris Karloff makeup, as
Jonathan.

Richard Doerflinger

La Conner

High school blood
drive Oct. 29

To our La Conner Community:

To benefit others, the La Con-
ner Kiwanis and the La Conner
High School student body are

from Rotary, Lions ...

(iv) Non-profit agency repre-
sentatives who can speak for the
“underdogs” of society

(v) Undocumented immigrant
representatives

(vi) Environmental experts
to safeguard the viability of
our country and the planet, for
children and voiceless millions
around the world

(vii) paid for by the richest
corporations (including their
individual top earners) so that
taxpayers do not foot the bill.
Corporations are considered
individuals.

This is not 1776. Our enemy
is not in control of this country
yet. We are soiling our own nest.

Revolutionary forces are not
evil. They force us to recog-
nize deep yearnings for what
is declared in the Declaration
of Independence. It is a decla-
ration. But only if it is heard.

If silenced it can only lead to
festering, more and desperately
profound. In fact, so profound
that lives will be risked to regain
lost, felt freedoms. Clearly seen
on the 6th of January 2021.

And freedoms are at stake.
For all peoples. Let us demon-
strate that the United States
of America lives in this twen-

asking for your help please.
Together, they are sponsoring

a volunteer-based Halloween
blood drive on Tuesday, Oct.

29 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Landy James Gym on the school
campus (last building on your
right).

Your donating will absolute-
ly change and preserve a life!
Search: bloodworksnw.org, then
go to its donor portal and La
Conner please.

Please call if you have clinical
questions: Dorothy, RN, 360-
431-9234, or about required
registration: Lori, 360-630-0809.

Thanks!

Dorothy Downes

Lori Buher

Finley Hancock

La Conner

Workshop didn’t
plan for hearing

I was so looking forward to
learning more about the proposed
revitalization of the industrial
dead zone at the south end of
town. | had submitted my two
bits on the town survey and had
great expectations. However, the
turnout was not impressive and
the acoustics in the room seemed
to absorb the presenter’s voice.
Granted, my hearing is impaired,
but others also raised their hands
stating they could not hear him.
There was no microphone avail-
able. Unable to hear, | left.

Perhaps | am unfairly com-
paring this event to the recent
one at the Civic Garden Club

ty-first century. That “diversity”
means representation at the table
of all those who live here, that
respect the deep resonances of
our love of freedoms that is for
each one of us and from and by
each one. We count.

This letter respectfully re-
quests that the entire “new and
old” politicians show now their
allegiance to all the people who
make up the fabric of this coun-
try. You were elected by some,
but serve all the people. Some
have spoken by voting, some by
demonstrating, some by risking
their lives, some by giving their
lives.

Rise above politics. Think of
what is best for all people in this
nation. Serve as a beacon for the
rest of the world.

Get started on setting up the
series of regional constitutional
conventions.

After 1776, civil war killed
thousands, planted seeds of
distrust within families and set
up one region against another.
Loser vs. winners. Please do
not repeat history. Learn from
it. Listen to we the people. Act
soon.

J. Walker-Wharton is a long-
time La Conner resident

LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR POLICY

Please write! Letters
to the editor of up to 350
words are welcome, as are
longer analyses, state-
ments and 500-word guest
columns.

Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday
for next issue. Include your
name, address and phone
number for verification. All
letters are edited for civility,
clarity and style.

SEND TO: editor@
laconnernews.com

regarding saving this inestima-
ble newspaper, with twice the
turnout and two microphones
circulating. Granted, the fate of
the La Conner Weekly News is
right here now, in our face, with
a December deadline and the
Moore Clark thing is just in a
planning stage which is projected
to last two years.

Anyway, few chairs on hand
and no mic: was there an expec-
tation of a small turnout? Why
then were 10 presenters on hand?
Dast | inquire how much this
endeavor cost the town?

Regardless of my disappoint-
ment at the “workshop,” which |
admittedly bailed on, I urge you
to go to the town’s website and
participate in the survey regard-
ing the Moore Clark Subarea
Plan.

I look forward to hearing more
about the workshop I left in
frustration.

Jai Boreen

La Conner

Co-op’s energy conservation goals don’t change with a new name

By Greg Whiting

The La Conner-based Skagit
Valley Clean Energy Cooperative
has changed its name to Skagit
Valley Clean Energy Alliance.

Its business structure has also
changed. Rather than being a
membership-based, non-profit
cooperative like REI or Orcas
Power, the SVCEA is now a
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non-profit 501(c)3 charitable
organization.

The goal of the alliance
remains the same as the goal of

the cooperative: Accelerate the
use of renewable energy, energy
conservation and related ener-
gy management technologies
throughout Skagit County.
Founder and president Terry
Nelson’s vision was (and re-
mains) that the organization will
facilitate increased development
and use of advanced energy
technologies in Skagit County.

An early cooperative concept, for
instance, was to create a system
via which members could install,
and share the output of, renew-
able energy generation systems.
Although similar “microgrids”
are being installed elsewhere,
that concept has technical,
regulatory and economic hurdles
that make it difficult in Western
Washington. So, as other people

joined, the SVCEC started to
look for additional renewable
energy and energy conservation
opportunities.

It quickly became apparent
that there were many relevant
technologies that could be used
immediately given the conditions
in local energy markets, and that

(continued on page 9)
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Planning commission
talks comp plan update

By Bill Reynolds

The Town of La Conner
Planning Commission resumed it
review of updates to elements of
the town’s comprehensive plan
at their Oct. 1 meeting in Maple
Hall.

The emphasis was on changes
to the land-use and transportation
elements.

The downtown First Street
switch to one-way southbound
traffic came up, a change that
went into effect today.

“1, for one, am convinced that
making First Street one-way will
be a tremendous advantage,”
Planning Director Michael
Davolio said.

Davolio and Assistant Planner
Ajah Eills said that First Street
traffic flow data will be collected
well into 2025.

“The biggest impact,” Davolio
predicted, “will be after Tulip
Season next year.”

Commissioner John Leaver
shared his experience of minutes
earlier being forced to “play
chicken” with a large vehicle he
passed on his way to Maple Hall.

Regarding the transportation
element, Davolio said he would
like Skagit Transit to increase pro-
motion of the routes and services
it offers here.

About 8,000 vehicles enter La
Conner daily via the roundabout,

three-quarters of which veer south
on Maple Avenue to cross the
Rainbow Bridge.

Davolio noted that the land-use
element is the most inclusive of
the comp plan.

“So many things have their
basis in the land use element,” he
said.

The town, as an example, is
seeking public input on uses
and zoning designations for the
south end area, including the
old Moore-Clark warehouse and
freezer building. That effort is be-
ing funded by a $45,000 planning
grant from the state Department
of Commerce.

Tom Beckwith, the consultant
developing the plan, summarized
the Sept. 30 public workshop on
the project.

Beckwith and Eills reported
that the forum showed support for
housing.

“Just what that housing might
look like will probably spark
some more conversation,” Eills
said.

Eills said that results now being
tabulated from the forum’s break-
out sessions will be presented at
a future planning commission
meeting.

“People seemed really
engaged,” Eills said. “I thought it
went pretty well. The workshop
went for two-and-a-half hours,
which is a long time for a

Monday night. We’re trying to
get a lot of different opinions.
We’re pretty much reaching out to
everyone we can think of.”

In addition, Eills said another
public workshop will be slated
later this fall. Town officials are
hopeful of greater attendance and
participation on the part of local
merchants and business owners.

In the meantime, a detailed
survey addressing south end land-
use options has been posted on
the town website and will remain
open as long as responses are
submitted, Beckwith said.

Beckwith said overtures have
been made to property owner
Triton-America, but, “this wasn’t
on their wish list.”

Triton-America purchased the
site as a favor to the late Vaughn
Jolly, whose redevelopment
efforts failed.

The town’s emergency
management commission met
prior to the planning meeting.
Outgoing chair Jerry George said
that a Community Emergency
Management Plan should be
ready for town council perusal
and approval by the end of the
year. At its meeting, the short-
handed group — two vacancies
need to be filled — studied the risk
analysis section.

George said they assessed the
relative probability of each listed
natural disaster risk to La Conner
and whether the town has the re-
sources to meet those challenges.

Anyone interested in serving on
the commission can contact Town
Hall or Councilmember Rick
Dole, liaison to the commission.

Port of Skagit
mourns for
Steve Omdal

Port of Skagit Commissioner
Steve Omdal died unexpectedly
Sept. 28.

Omdal was first elected as a
Port of Skagit Commissioner
representing District 2 in 2012.
His motivation for seeking the po-
sition was to bring new ideas and
a “for profit” business background
to enhance the ability of the port
to improve economic development
opportunities for all Skagit County
residents, Port Communications
Director Linda Tyler said in a
news release announcing Omdal’s
death.

Omdal grew up on a dairy and
crop farm in Bow. The experi-
ence helped him embrace and
understand the importance of
value-added agriculture, and the
required infrastructure for produc-
tion, manufacturing and marketing
for the industry, Tyler said. As a
lifelong Skagitonian, his passion
for agriculture, the preservation
of farmland, and creating oppor-
tunities for Skagit growers and
producers was widely known.

His focus as port commissioner
was on manufacturing jobs cre-
ation, along with the value-added
agriculture sector. His collabora-
tive style included a desire to learn
and a willingness to brainstorm.

During his time on the commis-
sion, Omdal was involved with
several significant projects and
initiatives that advanced the port’s
mission, including the acquisition
of the former Northern State Hos-
pital property from the State of
Washington, the purchase of 123
acres for Watershed Business Park
for expansion of the value-added
agriculture sector, and the comple-
tion of fiber-optic network infra-
structure that brought broadband
access to eastern Skagit County.

Source: Port of Skagit
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Community group takes up
effort to buy Weekly News

By Kurt Batdorf

The process to create commu-
nity ownership of the La Conner
Weekly News is moving forward
following the Sept. 25 communi-
ty meeting that drew more than
60 interested people.

A small group from that
meeting gathered Oct. 3 at the
La Conner Swinomish Library
to start the next steps of organi-
zation and fundraising. Andrew
Ashmore has been spearheading
the community effort, and he
expects more people will offer to
help or serve in some capacity.

He said the meeting focused
on creating an interim board of
directors to formalize articles
of incorporation and represent
the IRS-designated 501(c)3

organization that could accept
funds to purchase the newspaper
from publisher Ken Stern. Stern
has said he’ll close the newspa-
per on Dec. 18 if no buyer can
formalize a deal with him before
then.

The group came to consensus
on a name: La Conner Commu-
nity News. Ashmore said more
prospective board members are
available and willing to help but
couldn’t meet Oct. 3.

Ashmore said there’s still a lot
of interest in making a commu-
nity purchase happen, but it’s not
yet time to ask for money.

“Once the articles of incorpo-
ration are filed, then it’s appro-
priate to ask for money,” he said.
“We have to have a vehicle for
people to donate money.”

Workshop creates
Moore Clark ideas

By Bill Reynolds

A jigsaw approach was taken
to solve the puzzle that is the old
Moore Clark property at a Sept.
30 public forum.

Attendees at the three-hour
workshop at Maple Hall divided
into three breakout rooms to brain-
storm and then report to the whole
group potential future uses for the
former fish food production plant
and adjoining parcels in what was
once La Conner’s bustling south
waterfront industrial hub.

The consulting team charged
with drafting a plan for revital-
izing the 4-acre area, which has
been largely dormant since the
1992 closure by British Petroleum
of the Moore Clark facility here,
started with presentations.

The area also includes lots
owned by Dunlap Towing Co. and
the Town of La Conner.

A state Department of
Commerce grant is funding the
project, whose timeline runs
through Dec. 31.

“It’s a tight schedule,” Assistant
Planner Ajah Eills told the more
than two dozen La Conner resi-
dents who attended the workshop.

Eills and Planning Director Mi-
chael Davolio said that priorities
developed for the area, now zoned
commercial transitional, will be
included in the June 2025 compre-
hensive plan update.

“We want to make sure the zon-
ing is consistent and is what best
serves the community,” Davolio
said.

Consultant Tom Beckwith
provided an historical overview of
the site, largely defined today by
its aging and vacant 125-year-old
building and which a generation
ago was eyed for redevelopment
by the late Vaughn Jolly.

Beckwith said Jolly’s vision
of a mixed-use boutique/hotel
plan was hamstrung by a series of
economic downturns. The prop-
erty was subsequently purchased
from Jolly as a favor by his friend,
Tom Hsueh, principal owner of
Triton-America.

The Triton firm, Beckwith
noted, invested in the cleanup of
the property after it was vacated
by one of Jolly’s tenants.

“Tom isn’t a developer,” Beck-
with said. “His real ambition has

been to develop aircraft. That’s his
passion.”

Triton is interested in redevel-
oping the property and has been
invited to participate in the current
planning process, town staff have
said.

Beckwith’s team took turns
outlining structural and cultural
possibilities for the area as well as
infrastructure, landscape, traffic
and parking options.

Engineering consultant Tim
Garrison focused on the dilapidat-
ed warehouse building.

“If you change an old building,”
he cautioned, “you have to bring it
up to current code. There’s prob-
ably not a stick in the warehouse
that meets current code.”

Garrison said it’s possible
that the warehouse, which town
leaders note intrudes on the South
First Street public right-of-way,
can be disassembled with some of
its material salvaged to construct
a new building. He said that the
freezer building north of the
warehouse might be upgraded by
using steel beams to fashion a new
structure either inside or outside
the present building.

“The warehouse is so far out
of code,” Garrison said, “but the
freezer building might have some
elements that can be used as is.”

Beckwith several times stressed
that *“all options are on the table”
for plan possibilities.

Michael Read referenced the
plan to extend First Street south
to Caledonia past the warehouse.
He also addressed possibilities for
greater utilization of the town’s
south end parking.

Julie Blazek touched on the
scope and scale of potential south
end redevelopment.

“Scale is a big component,” she
said. “Mixed uses will be import-
ant, too.”

Beckwith said more opportu-
nities for public input remain. A
detailed online survey has already
drawn 60 responses, he said.

“The survey will remain open
as long as we keep getting re-
sponses,” Beckwith said.

He added that in the weeks
ahead redevelopment ideas will
have to be weighed against finan-
cial feasibility.

“But for the time being,” he
said, “the slate is clean.”

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Scott A Price

P O Box 795

360-466-2933

MKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Edward Jones

Financial strategies
built just for you.

Financial Advisor

La Conner, WA 98257

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

Skagit Valley

Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2

through October

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

(hristiansonsNursery.com

National Newspaper Week, Oct. 6-12
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WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND? — La Conner School Board member John
Agen (left) and Superintendent David Cram (top) meet with students

over lunch on Monday.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

La Conner School Board
lunches with students

By Bill Reynolds

Food for thought was on the
agenda for the La Conner School
Board’s Monday luncheon
meeting.

Board members and district
administrators met separately
with two student groups over
pizza to elicit input on campus
topics ranging from attendance
and preferred teaching styles to
areas in need of improvement,
class sizes and schedules and the
new cell phone free zone policy.

“It was really good feedback,”
board president Susie Deyo told
the Weekly News afterward. “It
was very positive. It’s always
important to hear from our
students.”

The board, Superintendent
David Cram, Director of Teaching
and Learning Beth Clothier,
secondary Principal and Athletic
Director Christine Tripp and
Executive Assistant Cherri Kahns
met for 30 minutes each with
middle and high school students.
They then debriefed after their
dialogues with the students.

They related that cell phone
restrictions were not posing
issues at the middle school level
but were a bit more problematic
with high schoolers. High school
students reported that the time re-
quired to lock phones in YONDR
pouches first thing each morning
makes it more difficult to arrive at
first period classes on time.

They also said it is harder to
take pictures of homework assign-
ments with laptops than with cell
phones.

“They miss that,” said Deyo.
“You can take pictures with a lap-

top but it’s more cumbersome.”

Board member John Agen said
that student groups with which he
met are okay with the district’s
attendance policies, citing them
as a helpful preparation for life
beyond school.

Deyo said students with whom
she spoke voiced a preference for
a seven-period instructional day
at the high school. The current
six-period day is due to budget
constraints, Deyo said.

“The students want more
electives,” she noted. “They miss
those classes, plus senior seminar
and freshman academy.”

Board members found that
students favor more widespread
use of mastery-based learning
in classrooms. Some suggested
an open campus for juniors and
seniors during lunch period.

“This was a listening session
for us,” Deyo stressed. “It was
enlightening and we always look
forward to hearing the perspec-
tives of our students.”

Board members also outlined a
top ten list of legislative priorities
for state lawmakers.

Those priorities include — but
are not limited to — ample state
funding for school district staff-
ing, continued strong support for
the Federal Impact Aid Program,
full state funding for basic educa-
tion and mandated K-12 programs
and services and state funding
support for special education
programs capital improvement
projects.

Monday was the monthly study
session, generally scheduled the
second Monday. It was held a
week early because Oct. 17 is the
Indigenous Peoples Day holiday.

e

Dump Trucking
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2024 Best of Skagit:
Chowder, Fish & Chips and Outdoor Dining.

360-466-9932
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Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Concrete crumbles under Braves volleyball

By Bill Reynolds

Ayoung team, same old results.
La Conner, a longtime state
2B volleyball powerhouse, swept

NW2B/1B net rival Concrete in
straight sets at Landy James Gym
last Thursday.

The Lady Braves improved to
7-4 overall and 3-1 in conference
action ahead of a Saturday road
trip to Forks with its 3-0 home
victory over Concrete (4-5), a
convincing win marked by solid
defense, crisp passing and strong
hitting.

The final line score was 25-16,
25-10, 25-13 in La Conner’s
favor.

The triumph helped take the
sting out of a prior La Conner
league setback to Coupeville,
which sported a 5-0 NW2B/1B
mark entering this week’s play.

Nora McCormick paced the La
Conner attack against Concrete
with 11 kills and 12 assists.

Maeve McCormick added
another seven kills while Abi
Poulton (6) and Reese Bird (5)
also made their presence felt at
the net. As a team, La Conner
recorded 32 Kills.

Poulton matched her kill total
with six digs.

Bird, meanwhile, helped fuel
the hosts’ offense with a team-
high 13 assists.

Libero Addison Keller sparked
the La Conner defense with a
team-best 30 digs. Her most
impressive moment came with
La Conner leading 14-7 in the
decisive third set.

Near the end of a long rally,
Concrete appeared poised to win
the point with a hit to the deep
right corner. Keller, though, re-
treated quickly and with her right

arm extended was able to keep the

WHERE WILL THAT BALL GO? — Reese Bird (10) bumps the ball
while La Conner teammates Mia Delage (left), Maeve McCormick (2)
and Addison Wigal (7) prepare to react during second set action of La
Conner’s 3-0 league volleyball win over Concrete Thursday night.

ball in play. La Conner ended up
winning the point.

Maeve McCormick (23),
Addison Wigal (15) and Bird (13)
joined Keller with double-digit
digs.

Aaliyah Gonzalez chipped in
two Kills, six digs and a service
ace for the winners. Mia Delage
and Julia Nelson each recorded
adig.

“It’s starting to come together,”
head coach Pam Keller told the
Weekly News afterward, noting
that her club, with just one senior,
had won its third straight league
match.

“We’re a young team and don’t
have a lot of height,” Keller said,
“but this is an awesome group to
coach.”

The McCormicks rang up three
kills each in the opening set, with
Maeve McCormick closing out
the frame with an emphatic spike.

La Conner clinched the set with
a 7-2 run that included a string of
Bird service points and a kill by
Poulton.

Maeve McCormick controlled

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

the tempo in the second set with
well-placed serves. Bird capped
the set with successive kills.

In the third set, La Conner
jumped out to a 6-0 lead with
Keller serving. Concrete crept
back to within 15-10 before
the Braves responded with four
straight points highlighted by a
Nora McCormick service ace.

With La Conner leading 19-12,
Maeve McCormick registered
a block and kill in the same se-
quence to thwart a final Concrete
comeback bid.

The match ended with a
booming spike from Bird that
sent a Concrete player sprawling
followed by a Maeve McCormick
ace.

La Conner, which hosted
Mount Vernon Christian on
Tuesday, plays at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday at Darrington.

Darrington and La Conner
have a common opponent in
Coupeville, which notched 3-0
victories over both in September.
La Conner gets a second shot at
the Wolves at home on Oct. 17.

Braves post mixed results on peninsula

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner teams came away
from an all-day trip to the
Olympic Peninsula with a tie and
two close, hard-fought defeats in
non-conference sports action on
Saturday.

Freshman Kiana Jenkins
scored La Conner’s lone soccer
goal to salvage a 1-1 draw at 1A
Forks in a back-and-forth mati-
nee battle with the Spartans.

With the tie, the Braves’ sea-
son mark moved to 3-2-1 going
into Tuesday’s non-league home
match with 1A Sultan.

La Conner was 0-1 in
NW?2B/1B play entering the
week after falling 4-1ina
conference test at Friday Harbor
on Oct. 1. Coach Maddie
Huscher’s charges entertain
Mount Vernon Christian at 4 p.m.
Friday at Whittaker Field.

The Braves football team came
up just short in a wild eight-man
afternoon grid shootout with
Crescent High School in Joyce,
about 15 miles west of Port

GWAGIT VAL
/A

Angeles.

The host Loggers improved to
3-2 by posting a 56-50 come-
back win over La Conner, whose
young lineup had overcome a
double-digit deficit at the break
to briefly seize the lead in the
fourth quarter.

“After that second half, |
think our players believe in
themselves,” Braves head coach
Charlie Edwards told the Weekly
News. “We coaches really
wanted that win so bad for these
boys.”

La Conner quarterback C.J.
Edwards had a hand in most of
the Braves’ scoring plays. He ran
for four touchdowns, threw two
scoring tosses, rushed for three
two-point conversions and com-
pleted another deuce to Jimbo
Bobb.

Edwards reeled off touchdown
runs of 35 and 85 yards and
dashed in twice from five yards
out. Receivers Duron Clark and
Jaydin Clark each reeled in an

(continued on page 9)

Happy Co-op Monih/

Your local co-op is Skagit’s best

place for organic groceries, fresh

‘/,‘525

Open Daily to Everyone

- Downtown Mount Vernon -

produce & everyday essentials.

skagitfoodcoop.com

Lopez pummels
host La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

Unbeaten Lopez Island
defeated La Conner 5-1 in an
often-physical boys’ soccer
match at Whittaker Field Friday
afternoon.

The Lobos, displaying deft
passing and a relentless attack,
scored the contest’s first three
goals before Simon Bouwens
got La Conner on the scoreboard
by booting a line shot past the
Lopez keeper less than two
minutes before intermission.

The visitors, who enjoyed a
clear size advantage, added two
unanswered goals in the second
half.

“They’re a very good team,”
La Conner head coach Galen
McKnight said of the Lobos
afterward.

McKnight noted further that
several Lopez frontliners played
soccer over the summer. That
off-season work has paid divi-
dends for the Lobos.

Lopez entered the clash in La
Conner having defeated Grace
Academy 5-0 and San Juan
Islands rival Friday Harbor 2-1.

At La Conner, Lopez scored
twice within a one-minute span
early in the opening half.

A Lobos player converted a
short shot at the 29:15 mark after
La Conner goalie Tyler Cicotte
had blocked a prior Lopez
attempt.

The visitors increased their
lead to 2-0 with 28:15 remain-
ing in the half when a Lobos

(continued on page 9)

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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Skagit Fisheries presents the
Wild & Scenic Film Festival, 6
to 9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10, at
the Lincoln Theatre, 712 S. First
St., Mount Vernon. The Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement Group
brings the Wild & Scenic Film
Festival back with a reception at
6 p.m., followed by the film at 7
p.m. The Film Festival will feature
short films that will delight the
senses and inform our minds.

Manieri Jazz and the Anacortes
Public Library present Jazz
Second Sunday Series featur-
ing Greta Matassa Quintet at

2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13, at the
Anacortes Public Library. Free
admission. The Manieri Jazz en-
dowment sponsors these free live
jazz events. More info at www.
jazzatthelibrary.com.

Skagit Community Band
presents: “A Musical
Passport.” Director Vince
Fejeran opens the 2024-2025
season with selections from
composers around the world,
including Jan Van der Roost,
Samuel Hazo, Gustav Holst, Ary
Barroso and many more. Skagit
Community Band’s two concerts
are at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct.

18, at Maple Hall in La Conner,
and 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 20,

at Brodniak Hall in Anacortes.
Free Admission, donation

gladly accepted. More info:
Skagitcommunityband.org.

Skagit Symphony presents
“Timeless Elements” for the
2024-2025 season. The first con-
cert, “Earth,” begins at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 19, at Mclintyre
Hall in Mount Vernon. Towering
mountainscapes, flowing brooks,
rolling hillsides and alpenhorn
calls take shape in the first
symphony of Johannes Brahms.
French-Canadian phenom
Noémie Raymond-Friset plays
Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto
No. 1. More info: www.skagit-
symphony.com, 360-848-9336
or info@skagitsymphony.com.
Tickets: www.mcintyrehall.org or
call 360-416-7727

Teen Art Club at Museum of
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St.,

is a free program for youth in
grades 6-12, where you can bring
your friends and your creativity

to make art together and inspire
your art. Pizza, snacks, and art
supplies will be provided. 3-5
p.m. Fridays.

The La Conner Swinomish
Library announces extended
library hours. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays,
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturdays, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Closed Sundays.

THEATRE

712, 1st St - Mount Vernon  @Es5©
360.336.8955 [
lincolntheatre.org :

It’'s All Herel!

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11AM-5PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
71 ¢ o a—— [

MoNA explores Millett’s forms

The Museum of Northwest Art
will open its latest exhibition on
Saturday, Oct. 12: “Peter Millett:
Built Forms.”

Millett, a Seattle-based artist,
has been exploring the mystery
of common forms in his artwork
since the late1970s. Curated by
Greg Bell, Built Forms is the first
major institutional survey of Mil-
lett’s work, which spans decades
of artistic practice and intentional
engagement with forms in space.

Millett was born in Evanston,
I1., in 1949 and grew up in the
Chicago area. He attended Rhode
Island School of Design, earning
a BFAin 1971. He settled in
Seattle in 1973.

“Built Forms” honors the
artist’s vision and celebrates his
place within the cultural land-
scape of the Pacific Northwest as
one of the region’s masters.

“Peter Millett: Built Forms”
will run through Jan. 12, 2025.

Historical Museum digs into rodeos

“Wick Peth: “The Original
Rodeo Bullfighter’ and the His-
tory of Rodeo in Skagit County”
opens at the Skagit County His-
torical Museum in La Conner on
Oct. 12, with an all-day reception
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A world-renowned Rodeo Hall
of Famer, Peth was a pioneer in
professional rodeo bullfighting.
He elevated the sport with skill,
athleticism, courage and finesse

while protecting bull riders. The
first rodeo in Skagit County was
in the mid-1920s in the field of
the Peth Ranch in Bow. Skagit
County rodeos continues today
through the Sedro-Woolley
Riding Club and annual Se-
dro-Woolley Rodeo.

“Wick Peth: “The Original Ro-
deo Bullfighter” and the History
of Rodeo in Skagit County” will
run through March 2, 2025.

Drink Brew on this Slough Saturday

More than 12 Northwest
breweries will be pouring beer
or cider in Maple Hall Saturday
during the La Conner Chamber
of Commerce’s Brew on the
Slough. Besides “the best of the
region’s craft beer scene,” the
CC Adams Band will be playing.

Get started at 3 p.m. by buying
a VIP admission at $50 and
earning a more intimate tasting
experience. General admission is
$40, with doors opening at 4 p.m.

The Chamber promises

“the top names in Northwest
brewing,” including Boneyard
Brewery, Pike Brewery, Double
Mountain Brewery, Rubens
Brewery and Fringe Brewery.
Attendees will sample from
crisp IPAs to rich stouts, a wide
variety of beer styles.

The first 275 attendees receive
a complimentary tasting glass.

Get your ticket online or pay at
the door.

Tickets and information:
lovelaconner.com.

Hear author Robert Dugoni on Camano

The Camano Island Library
Friends hosts Robert Dugoni for
an author talk 2 p.m. Saturday
Oct. 19 at the Camano Center,
606 Arrowhead Road, Camano
Island. Dugoni is a recipient of
a Nancy Pearl Award for fiction.
He penned the Tracey Cross-
white detective series, the David
Sloane legal thrillers and the
Charles Jenkins espionage series
set on Camano Island.

His standalone books include

“The Extraordinary Life of Sam
Hell” and “The World Played
Chess.”

La Conner’s Seaport Books
will sell Dugoni’s books, includ-
ing his latest release “Beyond
Reasonable Doubt” by special
permission of his publisher. He
will be sign books.

Admission is free. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Source: Camano Island Library
Friends

Future firefighters at play

Hayes and Tate Matty and Oliver and Warner Bohnet-Knue clam-
bered on fire trucks while firefighters and EMTs served spaghetti last
Saturday at the McLean Road headquarters of all-volunteer Skagit
County Fire District 2. Firefighters and volunteers shopped, cooked,
served and cleaned up after hundreds of diners during the annual
Spaghetti Feed, whose proceeds support the district’s work.

Every Thursday night at 6:30 pm these brave men and women
practice deploying hoses, operating pumps and simulating situations
— like accidents involving large farm equipment — they hope never to
encounter.

“We are so lucky to have such a dedicated group of volunteer
firefighters who give up their time with family and loved ones to help
our community,” said the McLean Firefighters Association Facebook
page on Sept. 8, when members responded to 10 calls in just one day.
“We are here when you need us!”

— Text by Anne Basye. Photo courtesy of Tara Cunningham, mom
of Hayes and Tate

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com




PAGE 6 - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2024

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Washington secretary of state candidates debate

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

Defending Washington’s elec-
tion system against cyberthreats
and misinformation campaigns
has been a dominant theme in
this year’s contest for secretary
of state.

This was the case again Oct. 1
when Democrat Steve Hobbs, the
incumbent and Republican Dale
Whitaker, the challenger, debated
in Edmonds.

Hobbs, of Lake Stevens, was
serving as a state senator when,
in 2021, Gov. Jay Inslee tapped
him to be secretary of state after
Republican Kim Wyman left to
work for an election security post
in President Joe Biden’s Admin-
istration. At that moment, Hobbs
became the first Democrat in 56
years and the first person of color
ever to head the office.

A year later, Hobbs was elected
to finish Wyman’s term. He’s
seeking his first full four-year
term.

Whitaker, of Spokane, grew up
in the small town of Washington
in England. He became a U.S. cit-
izen in 2015. “I came to Washing-
ton to seek a better life and live
the American Dream,” he said.

He owns a small tax practice
and is executive director of We

Believe We Vote, a nonprofit that
describes itself as “a Christian
ministry providing resources to
assist citizens in social, cultural
and governmental engagement
based on Biblical truths and
Constitutional principles.”

Four themes from the debate:

Does experience matter?

Neither candidate is a profes-
sional election administrator.

Hobbs argues his 35-year career
in the military and performance
in the position the past three years
makes him better prepared to
steer the office in an era of misin-
formation and cyber threats.

“I have been strong in ensuring
that our elections are secure, ac-
cessible and transparent,” he said.
Amid a surge in disinformation,
he said he’s bolstered the office’s
efforts to inform the public about
the truth.

“So in a world where you
have extremist organizations and
nation states that would like to
see another January the 6th, why
would you switch to someone that
doesn’t have the necessary elec-
tion security experience to handle
that?” Hobbs said.

Whitaker described Hobbs as
“a polished career politician”
whose “failed” leadership had
led to less voter trust in elec-

tions, more costs for businesses,
stagnant voter turnout and a less
secure elections system.

The challenger pledged to im-
prove transparency and “reinstill
faith” in the electorate that the
elections process and infrastruc-
ture are accessible and secure.

In-person voting

Whitaker is among those
preaching support for casting
ballots at polling places. But he
didn’t say he wanted to get rid of
mail-in ballots or drop boxes.

“I think we have to give voters
as many options as possible so
they can show up and vote in a
way that makes sense to them,”
he said. “Anything less than that
is disenfranchisement.”

\oters can cast a ballot in
person now by simply going to
the auditor’s office or, in some
counties, voting centers, Hobbs
said.

“Going back to polling centers
is an archaic idea, that is in-
credibly expensive and not very
secure,” he said. “So going back
to that is not the way to go.”

Whitaker also said the state
needs to be “more aggressive
in ensuring, without disenfran-
chising voters, that only eligible
voters are on the voter rolls.”

He suggested Washington

cross reference its voter data with
citizenship information collected
by federal agencies to ensure the
rolls are free of ineligible voters.
This drew a sharp rebuke from
Hobbs. “This whole myth of un-
documented people voting willy
nilly is just not true,” he said.
“There is not election fraud.”

Hot-button agreements

In the course of an hour, the
two candidates landed on the
same side at times.

Both oppose moving all elec-
tions to even-numbered years, an
idea that nearly made it through
the Legislature this past session.
Neither likes ranked choice or
proportional representation voting
in state elections.

Making the office of Secretary
of State a nonpartisan position is
OK with each. It would take ac-
tion by the Legislature and voters
to amend the state constitution.
When former Secretary of State
Kim Wyman pitched the idea, she
found no takers in the Legislature,
Hobbs said.

“I absolutely believe it should
be a nonpartisan position,” Whita-
ker said.

That consent decree

Whitaker hammered Hobbs for
a change quietly made in March

to no longer enforce a require-
ment that a person live at the
same address for at least 30 days
before an election in order to vote
in that election.

A lawsuit filed a year ago con-
tended the state requirement was
unconstitutional and violated the
federal Voting Rights Act. Those
suing said state law allowing a
person to register and vote on the
same day, including Election Day,
conflicted with that rule.

“We cannot disenfranchise our
local communities by allowing
folks to come into our state and
into our cities, into our counties
on election day, provide an ID and
say that they live at an address in
that county and then vote on those
local elections and initiatives,” he
said.

Hobbs defended his action.

“We don’t want voter suppres-
sion, because that’s what would
happen if you stop people from
voting. They have every right to
have a voice in their new commu-
nity that they’re moving to. We
had a consent decree with a judge.
If a judge didn’t agree with this,
he would throw it out,” he said.

First published Oct. 3, 2024.
Copyright 2024 Washington
State Standard. Reprinted with
permission. More at: washing-
tonstatestandard.com.

Schools debate
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Olson said state funding only
pays for one psychologist for
his entire district in Gig Harbor
where he has been a member of
the Peninsula School District
Board of Directors for a dozen
years.

“We have 13 and pay the extra
12 out of our levy,” he said, com-
plaining that the state does not
fund education equitably.

“Often times the large richer
districts get the lion’s share of
the money, and the smaller rural
districts can’t pass a levy and
often end up in more trouble,”
Olson said.

Part of the funding issue for
school districts is declining
enrollment, which means less
revenue.

“Sixty thousand students have
fled public education under our
current superintendent’s term,”
Olson claimed. “He keeps
saying, ‘I have a plan, I have a
plan,” but he has yet to execute
his plan.”

Reykdal pushed back on that
assertion.

“Since I’ve been superinten-
dent, special education funding
has gone from $1.1 billion to
$2.2 billion,” he said. “We
brought in all-day kindergarten;
we brought in civics education
as a graduation requirement. A
third of our kids are now taking
high school math while they’re
in middle school.”

The COVID-19 pandemic, he
pointed out, was also a factor.

“My plans have worked,”
Reykdal said. “But the pandemic
set us back.”

Reykdal suggested his lead-
ership is needed to get public
schools’ student achievement
levels back to pre-pandemic
levels, a topic on which the two
candidates clashed.

“The state of Washington the
last several years is going in ex-
actly the wrong direction,” Olson
said. “In the last eight years, we
went from being number eight in
the nation academically, and now
we’re in the lower half of states.”

Olson pointed out that many
of the state’s richer districts have
the worst student performance
in writing and math, so throw-
ing more money at the problem,
he suggested, is not always the
answer.

Reykdal painted a much differ-
ent picture of student academic
achievement.

“There are only seven states
in the nation outperforming us
in math in eighth grade, only
seven,” said Reykdal.

The general election is Nov. 5.

First published Oct. 7, 2024.
Copyright 2024 The Center
Square. Reprinted with permis-
sion. More at: thecentersquare.
com/.

Instagram

@laconnerweeklynews
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Council member and former
executive director of the Skagit
Watershed Council, has mounted
a vigorous door-to-door bilingual
campaign focused on environ-
mental protection and combat-
ing climate change, increasing
the county’s housing stock and
securing living-wage jobs.

A Mount Vernon resident since
2013, he now runs Brocksmith
Consulting, offering natural
resources expertise. He resigned
from the Skagit Watershed
Council to run for county
commissioner.

“I believe in science and
facts,” Brocksmith said during
his two-minute opening state-
ment, “and that government can
be a force for good.”

Browning, a one-term com-
mission incumbent who prior
to his election was a director
in the Skagit County Health
Department, opened emphasizing
his independent political party
status. He said his mother was a
Roosevelt-Kennedy Democrat
and his father a staunch Repub-
lican.

“It taught me that there are
good ideas on both sides,”
Browning said.

With an academic background
in anthropology, Browning
stressed the need to seek collabo-
rative solutions to preserve farm-
land and protect salmon runs.

“This,” he said of Skagit
Valley, “is not a place for battery
farms.”

Fleury, 26, is a third generation
Bow resident with a background
in agriculture, business and
foreign evangelism. In his
opening statement Fleury said
he entered the race to provide
“a fresh perspective” and “bring
back common-sense solutions to
Skagit County.”

“Things are too burdensome
on the people of Skagit County,”
Fleury said, adding that “we need
to preserve our farmland and also

Raven'’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery

tea with your scone, visit us.

Retion

CANDLE COMPANY

We have Scone Lady scones!

If The Scone Lady is closed, or
if you want a delicious coffee or

the farmers.

“Taxes are way too high,” he
insisted. “They’re out of hand.

Fleury also advocated for roll-
ing back building code regula-
tions to their 2005 standards.

Wesen, a fourth generation
Bow dairy farmer, is the com-
mission’s senior member: He
was elected to the first of his four
terms in 2008. He cited the need
to balance economic develop-
ment with maintaining Skagit
County’s envied quality of life.

“We have everything here
from Puget Sound to the North
Cascades,” noted Wesen, a
Burlington-Edison High alumnus
who earned his college degree
from Cal Poly in San Luis
Obispo and has said his travels
have given him keen insight
into how Skagit values can be
sustained through population
growth and changing times.

Wesen said the three-member
commission is tasked regular-
ly with having to make tough
decisions, a process involving
substantive meetings with the
county’s department heads to
establish budget priorities.

“There’s always more ‘asks’
than money available,” he said.

The forum featured two
one-minute question-and-answer
rounds. The first set of questions
were from League of Women
\oters members. The second
used written questions submitted
by the audience.

The initial League question
addressed Fully Contained
Communities, a concept that
none of the candidates embraced.

“In my opinion,” said
Fleury, “they just don’t fit
Skagit County’s identity. This
is a farming community and a
bedroom community.”

“I’m not in favor of FCCs at
this time,” Wesen said, pointing
out that private property owners
have approached the commission
several times to consider them
and the panel voted to have staff
study the issue.

“We’re going to have growth,”
Wesen acknowledged. “The

Local pharmacy closed?
(Ouch. Too soon?)
See us for greeting cards,
postcards, & La Conner
& Deception Pass souvenirs!

106 S. 1st St. — open 7 am daily
Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

We’d like to welcome you to come and try our new menu of
breakfast and lunch sandwiches, soups, salads, pizzas (we do
take and bake!), espresso, beer & wine, and delicious desserts.

360-333-4696
online ordering available: thewayfindercafe.com
110 N. 1st. Street, La Conner, WA

Mention this ad for a

| FREE drip coffee |
with your order

9am —
3pm

IThurs. -
Mon.

question is where are they going
to go? | would much rather have
them go into the cities where
utilities are already in place.”

Browning said that the
county’s cities can absorb more
growth. The present growth
model calls for an 80-20 per cent
population ratio between Skagit
County’s cities and rural areas.
Browning said the current ratio
is 73-27.

“Our farmland,” Browning
said, “is absolutely sacred when
it’s among the top two per cent in
the world.”

“A lot of young people,”
Browning lamented, “can’t
live here because of the cost of
housing.”

Brocksmith, who described
himself as a “housing obsessor,”
said he supports policies that
incentivize home construction in
the cities.

“(The) housing (shortage) is
our biggest limiting factor to
bringing entrepreneurs and work-
ers here,” said Brocksmith. He
also advocated for development
of a county energy policy.

“It’s an issue,” Wesen agreed,
“that we’re all dealing with.
Employers say all the time that
they’d love to come to Skagit
County but can’t find housing for
their workforce.”

“If you want business to thrive
and grow,” Fleury suggested,
“you need to roll back restric-
tions and put more money in
workers’ pockets and less in the
government’s pocket. You need
to make it more feasible for the
people of Skagit County to make
aliving.”

Other League questions delved
into water rights, county pri-
orities and enhancing cultural
relationships.

All agreed that water issues
are complex, with Wesen noting
they are often framed by the state
Department of Ecology.

Brocksmith said he has been
directly involved working on

programs bringing (water) relief
to property owners.

“We need to work on conser-
vation,” he said.

Browning agreed with the need
for conservation while assuring
farmers have access to the water
they need.

“I talk about it (water rights)
from the farmers’ perspective,”
Fleury added. “They know what
they need. The less the county
gets involved, the better. Some
regulation is needed, but not too
much.”

Both Wesen and Fleury
prioritized county infrastructure
upgrades.

“There’s a huge list of things
to work on,” said Wesen, sin-
gling out culverts, roadways and
the Guemes Island ferry.

“We also have a 100-year
courthouse that isn’t earthquake
ready,” he said.

Fleury championed repairing
and bolstering Skagit River dikes
and also championed the ferry.

Brocksmith prioritized trans-
portation, infrastructure and
housing issues plus the need to
tackle problems related to sea
level rise.

Browning, as had Wesen, not-
ed the importance of replacing
aging culverts.

“That,” he said, “could make
more room for salmon.”

Unlike the contention and
vitriol that often defines the na-
tional political scene, Monday’s
forum was largely a gentlemanly
event with opposing candidates
on several occasions in agree-
ment.

The night ended with retired
Skagit Economic Development
Alliance of Skagit County
Director Don Wick making a
pitch to join the League, a non-
partisan organization devoted to
promoting democracy and civic
engagement.

John Sternlicht, EDASC’s
current director, was panel mod-
erator.
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A surprisingly great
combination. Use
either yams or sweet
potatoes. These
ingredients are propor-
tioned to cook for two
people.

Ingredients

e Thin pork chops, 1
per person

* Yams, 1 per person

Butter, 2 table-

spoons

Ketchup, Y4 cup

* Water, Y2 cup

Preparation

Heat butter in a cast
iron fry pan. Rinse and
pat dry the pork chops.
Add to the pan. Season
with salt and pepper.

By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor
Pork Chops and Yams

Brown one side, for five
minutes, medium low
heat. Turn over and
season with salt and
pepper. Brown second
side. Remove from pan
and set aside. While
pork chops are brown-
ing, prepare the yams.
Peel and cut lengthwise
and then half. Put into
the cast iron pan and
add one teaspoon of
ketchup on each piece.
Turn over and add a

bit more ketchup. Push
the pieces together
and set the pork chops
on top. Add remaining
ketchup on top of the
pork chops. Lower the
heat and cover the pan.
Cook for 45 minutes.

Super Crossword

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

YOU CAN HELP

La Conner Kiwanis and the La
Conner High School stu-

dent body are sponsoring a
Halloween blood drive from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29,
in the Landy James Gym. Your
donation will preserve a life. Visit
bloodworksnw.org, then go to its
donor portal and search for La
Conner. Please call if you have
clinical questions, Dorothy, RN
360-431-9234, or about required
registration, Lori, 360-630-0809.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish

Library. 520 Morris St., La

Conner. 360-466-3352. www.

laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/

events. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Saturday.

+ Storytime for Children, 11 a.m.
Fridays.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount
Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov.

+ Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m.

Tuesdays. For shy ones.
+ Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

+ Family Storytime, 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to
5, siblings welcome.

Submit an event

Get eyes on your event
before the next Weekly
News hits the street. Go
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and
submit your event!

* LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

+ Bilingual Storytime and Songs,
1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6
and under with caregivers.

+ Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays,
school-aged teens.

¢ Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. second Saturdays except
Jan., June, July, Dec.

MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 121
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5
p.m. Sunday and Monday.
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
44486. Opening Oct. 12:
+ “Peter Millett: Built Forms”
is the first major institutional
survey of the Seattle artist's
work, which spans decades of
artistic practice and intentional
engagement with forms in
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Pacific Northwest Quilt &

Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S.

Second St., La Conner. 11

a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday.

gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.

Through Oct. 13:

* Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt
Nihon. Various artists

+ Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical
Museum. 360-466-3365 or
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
Opening Oct. 12:

+ “Wick Peth: ‘The Original
Rodeo Bullfighter’ and the
History of Rodeo in Skagit
County” opens Oct. 12, with
an all-day reception from 11
am.todp.m.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

Pioneer Park ivy removal: Join
a volunteer work party to remove
invasive ivy at Pioneer Park, 9
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Oct. 19.
Info: phillipsstevel@gmail.com.

La Conner Sunrise Food
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer
and donation opportunities at
skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MuUsSIC

Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-

ton Senior Center. Info, email
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions.
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that
focuses on tourism. Meets at
8:15 a.m. Mondays, 503 Morris
St., La Conner. Info: Gina Torpey,
360-228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple
Center. For current agenda go to
www.townoflaconner.org.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m.
Mondays at Shawn O'Donnell’'s
Restaurant.

Little Mountain Gamblers
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

La Conner Swinomish
Regional Library. Library board
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third
Tuesdays in the library, 520
Morris St., La Conner.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery,
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon.
SMGC promotes interest in
recreational gardening.

Skagit Conservation District.
Regular board meeting at 7:30
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

IF YOU'VE TRIED EVERYTHING
AND STILL HAVE PAIN — Give
massage a try. Call Jo’s Healing
Hands, LMT. 360-708-2022

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 8

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

8|6 9 3
2 6 7
4 5 9
2 3|6
711 8
9 713
5 1|2
3 4 6
1 7 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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INVITATION FOR BID
TOWN OF LA
CONNER 2024 FIRE
BOAT
Sealed bid proposals will
be received by the Town of
La Conner for a custom fire
boat. Proposals are to be
delivered to the La Conner
Town Hall, 204 Douglas
Street, La Conner, Wash-
ington, 98257 and must be
received by 3:00 p.m. on
October 30, 2024, at which
time proposals will be

opened and publicly read.
The vessel shall be a 28-
foot landing craft with
enclosed cab, trailer, and
the ability to be powered
by twin 300 HP outboard
motors. The installation of
a 1,000-gpm pump shall
be an alternate addition.
Minimum  specifications
for the vessel can be found
at:  www.townoflaconner.
org/149/Bids

The Contact Person for
this Project is:

Ivan Carlson

(360) 840-4330
council_2@townoflacon-

ner.org
The Town of La Conner
is an equal opportunity

employer and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, sex,
disability, familial status
or national origin. Small
businesses and businesses
owned by women and mi-
norities are encouraged to
bid.

The Town of La Conner
reserves the right to accept
a proposal of the bidder
submitting the lowest re-
sponsible bid, to reject any
or all bids, revise or cancel
the work to be performed,
or do the work otherwise,
if the best interest of the
Town is served thereby.
The Town also reserves the
right to postpone the bid
award for a period of sixty
(60) calendar days after bid
opening.

Aaron  Reinstra, Fire
Chief, Town of La Conner

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 2,
9, 16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00485-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
SHARON M.
PHILLIPS,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
September 25, 2024
Richard J. Smith

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

ANDREW C. SCHUH,
WSBA #47724
Attorneys for
Representative

Personal

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Sept. 25,
Oct. 2, and Oct. 9, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE
OF:

JOHN M. HAYES,
DECEASED.
CAUSE NO.
24-4-00506-29
NOTICETO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The Administrator named
below has been appointed
and has qualified as Ad-
ministrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the co-administrators or the
-Administrator’s  attorney
at the address stated below
a copy of the claim and fil-
ing the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probated proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) thirty days
after the administrator
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after
the date of first publication
of the notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 AND 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
September 25, 2024

Name of Administrator:
KATHI A. HICKS and
KRISTI M. LINDQUIST

Attorneys for
Administrator:

David M.
WSBA #31321

Sara LC Hulford, WSBA
#52098

Todd L. Sliva, WSBA
#54298

Address for Mailing or
Service:

Elder Law Offices of

Meyers, Neubeck & Hul-
ford, P.S.

2828 Northwest Avenue

Neubeck,

Bellingham WA
98225-2335

Telephone: (360)
647-8846

Facsimile: (360) 647-8854

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Sept. 25,
Oct. 2, and Oct. 9, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON,
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
WILLIAM J. RINDAL,
AS HIS SEPARATE
ESTATE, PLAINTIFF,
VS.

WES WHITEAKER &
RONAWHITEAKER,
DEFENDANTS.
CAUSE NO.:
24-2-00307-29
SHERIFF’S PUBLIC
NOTICE OF SALE OF
REAL PROPERTY
TO: WES
WHITEAKER &
RONA WHITEAKER,
JUDGMENT
DEBTORS
The Superior Court of
Skagit County has directed
the undersigned Sheriff of
Skagit County to sell the
property described below
to satisfy a judgment in the
above-entitled action. The
property to be sold is de-

scribed as:

Assessor’s Parcel/Tax
ID Number: P15377 /
330304-2-001-0001
(3.7100 ac) INSIDE
DR15 THAT PORTION
OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF
THE NORTHWEST 1/4
OF SECTION 4, TOWN-
SHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE
3 EAST, WM. DE-

SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF THE NORTHWEST
1/4 OF SAID SECTION
4; THENCE NORTH 01
02’22” WEST, ALONG
THE WEST LINE OF
SAID SECTION 4, ADIS-
TANCE OF 429.43 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 89
35°52” EAST, PARALLEL
WITH THE SOUTH LINE
OF SAID NORTHWEST.
1/4 OF SECTION 4, A
DISTANCE OF 345.00
FEET;, THENCE SOUTH
00 39'41” EAST A DIs-
TANCE OF 264.43 FEET
TO APOINT 165.00 FEET
NORTH OF THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 THENCE
NORTH 89 35’52 EAST,
PARALLEL TO AND
165.00 FEET NORTH OF
THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID NORTHWEST 1/4
FOR A DISTANCE OF
824.00 FEET TO THE
TRUE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE
NORTH 00 39°41” EAST,
PARALLEL WITH THE
EAST LINE OF THE
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF
THE NORTHWEST 1/4,
A DISTANCE OF 264.43
FEET, THENCE NORTH
89 35'52” EAST PARAL-
LEL WITH THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SECTION
4 FOR A DISTANCE OF
611.64 FEET MORE OR
LESS TO THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF
THAT PARCEL CON-
VEYED TO DONALD
MATHER AND LYNDA
L. MATHER, HUSBAND
AND WIFE BY DEED
RECORDED ON NO-
VEMBER 1, 2002 UN-
DER AUDITOR’S FILE
NUMBER 200211010017
RECORDS OF SKAGIT
COUNTY; THENCE
SOUTH ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID
MATHER PARCEL FORA
DISTANCE OF 264.43
FEET MORE ORLESSTO
A TO A POINT 165 FEET
NORTH OF THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4; THENCE
SOUTH 89 35’52” WEST,
PARALLEL WITH THE
SOUTH LINE OF SAID
NORTHWEST 1/4, A DIS-
TANCE OF 611.64 FEET
MORE OR LESS TO THE
TRUE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; EXCEPT COUN-
TY ROAD IF ANY, AND
EXCEPT ANY DITCH
RIGHTS OF WAY, SIT-
UATE IN THE COUNTY
OF SKAGIT, STATE OF
WASHINGTON. Also
commonly known as 14269
Bountiful Lane, Mount
Vernon, WA 98274.

The sale of the above-de-
scribed property is to take
place:

Time: 10:30 AM

Date: Friday, November 1,
2024

Place: Skagit County
Courthouse, Mount Ver-
non, Washington.

The judgment debtors can
avoid the sale by paying
the judgment amount of
$46,122.10, together with
interest, costs and fees, be-
fore the sale date. For the
exact amount, contact the
Sheriff at the address stated
below.

Dated this 26th day of Au-
gust 2024.

Don McDermott, Sheriff

By: Melinda Larsen, Civil
Assistant

Skagit County Sheriff’s
Office

600 South Third Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

360-416-1913

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 2,
9, 16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
SUSAN A. BOER,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00382-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and

11.40.060.

This bar is effective as
to claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
non-probate assets.

Date of first publication:
October 2, 2024.

/sl

LOREN M. TUCKER

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

By:
CRAIG E. CAMMOCK,
WSBA #24185

Attorneys for
Representative

P. O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 2,
9, and 16, 2024.

Personal

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
ESTATE OF
BYRON BAKER,
DECEASED.
CAUSE NO.
24-4-00472-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030 & 051)
The personal representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as personal rep-
resentative of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070
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119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
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by serving on or mailing to
the personal representative
or the personal represen-
tative’s attorney at the ad-
dress stated below a copy
of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with
the court. The claim must
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(3);
or (2) four months after the
date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is
not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in section
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION: October 2, 2024
/s/ Teresa Dewees
Personal Representative
Attorneys for Personal
Representative:

Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.

/c/ Timothy Lehr WSBA
#50807

Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
PO Box 228
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 2,
9, and 16, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
ESTATE OF
MILDRED YTGARD,
DECEASED.
CAUSE NO.
24-4-00482-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030 & 051)
The personal representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as personal rep-
resentative of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the personal representative
or the personal represen-
tative’s attorney at the ad-
dress stated below a copy
of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with
the court. The claim must
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(3);
or (2) four months after the
date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is
not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in section
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

CATION: OCTOBER 2,
2024
/s/ Diane Lawrenson
Personal Representative
Attorneys for Personal
Representative:
Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
/c/ Brock Stiles WSBA
#50807
Stiles & Lehr Inc., P.S.
PO Box 228
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 2,
9, and 16, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
ROY C. ELLIS,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-06532-3 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
ARNET E. ELLIS, the
Personal ~ Representative
(PR), has been appointed as
PR of this estate. Any per-
son having a claim against
the Decedent that arose be-
fore the Decedent’s death
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the PR or the
PR’s attorney(s) at the ad-
dress stated below a copy
of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with
the court. The claim must
be presented within the
later of: (1) 30 days after
the PR served or mailed
the Notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the Notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provided
in RCW 11.40.051 or RCW
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the Decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication of
Notice to Creditors: Octo-
ber 9, 2024

Name of Personal Repre-
sentative: Arnet E. Ellis

Attorneys for Personal
Representative:
Douglas L.  Phillips,

WSBA No. 17278

Aaron D. Phillips, WSBA
No. 46691

PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
Address for Mailing or
Service:

Douglas L. Phillips, Esq.
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
170 120th Ave NE, Suite
E204
Bellevue,
98005
Court of probate proceed-
ings and cause number:
King County Superior
Court Cause No. 24-4-
06532-3 SEA

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9,
16, and 23, 2024.
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Poetry Festival

= = = (from page 1)

“l want the hard things to be
outside of my body,” Rich told
the students.

Real news is not pretty. And
neither is its poetry. But poetry
is more than just war stories. It’s
humor, it’s love. It’s “A hum-
mingbird kissing a flower.”

It’s an Irishman who thought
a hummingbird was a big
bug! While visiting his friends
Philip and Anne McCracken on
Guemes Island one year, Tony
Curtis, an Irish twinkling-eyed
poet, thought the hummingbird
at their feeder was a large bug.
A big bee. “We don’t get them in
Ireland,” he said in his thick Irish
brogue.

In addition to teaching in our
schools Curtis reads at prisons
and mental institutions in Ire-
land. “I met Moses in the Mental
Asylum... who said, ‘I have a
friend | value here — it is a quiet

mind.””

Poetry is the smell of a pony.

From Curtis’ “Old Books
and Riverbanks:” “When her
granddaughter, / Amelia,/ joined
us, / 1 asked her what ponies
smelt of. / ‘Dust,” she said, ‘fairy
dust.”/ Then | asked a small boy.
/ He said, “The men’s toilet /
After the big match: / Guinness,
farts and wet grass.” / And me? |
think ponies/ Smell of old books,
riverbanks, / Bogs, and wool just
washed / And hung out in the
wind to dry.”

The Foundation was created in
1998 “To support lifelong litera-
cy and cultural diversity through
the writing, reading, performing
and teaching of poetry in North-
west Washington schools and
global communities.”

This year’s festival is ded-
icated to Anne McCracken, a
founding member of the Skagit
River Poetry Foundation who
died in 2023.

More on the festival next
week.

Boys’ soccer
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perimeter shot found the net.

Lopez went up 3-0 on a carom
off a corner kick 11:30 before
halftime.

Play was stopped several times
throughout the contest due to
collisions and penalties. Cicotte
was head-butted in front of the
goal and Hadden Zimmerman
had a contact lens dislodged at
one point. Zimmerman went to
the sideline briefly in the second
half to insert another lens.

Though Lopez displayed a
stingy defense, La Conner man-
aged a handful of attacks.

One of the Braves’ best scor-
ing threats came 10 minutes into
the second half when Christian

Fix fired a long pass to Jarret
Hatch who in turn fed Bouwens
for a shot on goal. That boot was
blocked, however.

McKnight, whose team has
suffered repeated close, sin-
gle-goal setbacks, was pleased
with the Braves’ effort against a
skilled Lopez club.

“The kids played really hard,”
he said. “We had some opportu-
nities.”

La Conner, which sports a mis-
leading 0-5-1 record, resumed
action Tuesday afternoon oppo-
site Grace Academy. The Braves
play at Mount Vernon Christian
at 4 p.m. Thursday.

McKnight is confident his
team’s work ethic will translate
to wins going forward.

“This is one of the better teams
we’ve had,” he said.

Salmon recovery
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side channel, $84,908. Seattle
City Light’s $559,594 grant will
conserve habitat in the Skagit
River watershed.

Skagit River System
Cooperative has three grants for
$469,700: $189,000 for restoring
the Skagit River watershed;
$142,800 to restore the riverbanks
in Rasar State Park; and $137,900
to plant the banks of upper Martin

Slough.

The salmon board approved
another $23.8 million in projects
that could be funded if the
Climate Commitment Act remains
after the November election and
$166 million in projects that will
be submitted to the Legislature
for funding consideration next
year. When combined, the board
approved an unprecedented
$216.3 million in salmon
recovery projects.

“This is a large amount of fund-
ing, and if it is all approved, we’ll

be able to take some big steps
forward in our recovery efforts,”
Jeff Breckel, chair of the salmon
recovery board, said in the press
release. “When we restore salmon
habitat, we also are restoring our
waters, forests and shorelines —
multiplying the benefits of salmon
recovery many times over. We
end up with more resilient land
and water, reduced flooding, more
salmon for tourism and the fishing
industry, and more jobs in local
and rural communities. It’s a win
for all of us.”

Peninsula trip
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Edwards TD pass.

The Braves (1-3), who are
playing an independent schedule,
return to Whittaker Field at 2
p.m. Oct. 12 for a pairing with
Waterville/Mansfield, a 48-6 vic-
tor over Bridgeport last weekend.

The La Conner volleyball
team was edged 3-1 at Forks on
Saturday in a non-league match
that featured extended fourth and
fifth sets. Forks (5-3) prevailed
25-19, 23-25, 26-24, 26-24.

La Conner (7-5) was led by
Maeve McCormick (9) and Abi
Poulton (7) who combined for 16
kills. McCormick also delivered
six service aces. Addison Keller
(5), Aaliyah Gonzalez (4),
Addison Wigal (2), Reese Bird
(1) and Nora McCormick (1)
also served aces.

Nora McCormick and Bird
finished with 13 and 12 assists,
respectively.

The Braves faced Mount
Vernon Christian in a late
Tuesday contest at Landy James
Gym and visit Darrington at
6:30 p.m. Thursday. La Conner
welcomes 1B Neah Bay at 2:30
p.m. Saturday in a key afternoon
non-league home match.

Energy Alliance
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pursuing some of them could have
much faster results. So, the orga-
nization expanded its activities. It
has achieved significant successes
to date.

The Solarize campaign, which
SVCEC sponsored in 2023 and
2024, is a typical cooperative-type
project. SVCEC used its market-
ing abilities to negotiate favorable
terms for people who want solar
panels on their homes. This is
similar to what co-ops like REI
and the Skagit Valley Food Co-op
do. However, SVCEC and its
Solarize partner, Olympia Com-
munity Solar, have been able to
get the bulk purchasing benefits of
Solarize for Skagitonians without
requiring that people actually be-
come members of the cooperative.

Providing assistance for
grants to local governments and
businesses for advanced energy
systems has also not required that
they join the cooperative. SVCEC
members were able to work di-
rectly with the La Conner School
District to write successful grant
applications for the solar and bat-
tery system on which the district
is currently working. The organi-
zation is also working on a solar

and battery system to improve
resilience and lower energy costs
for the Town of La Conner’s Fire
Department, and on electrifying
La Conner’s school buses.

So, over the last two years, it
has become obvious that it’s easier
to explain what the organization is
doing, and to build alliances and
pursue grants, by simply being a
non-profit trying to accelerate the
energy transition in Skagit County.

Asking people to join a mem-
bership-based cooperative has
been confusing. Switching to a
501(c)3 status is easier to ex-
plain; enables interested parties
to make a single contribution or
to volunteer without feeling as
though they’re making an indef-
inite ongoing commitment to the
organization; and enables SVCEA
to more easily pursue a wide
variety of federal and state grants
that are available for advanced
energy technology development
and deployment.

Therefore, after considerable
discussion, the board decided to
change the Co-op to the Alliance,
moving from a nonprofit coopera-
tive, to the more familiar structure
of a nonprofit charitable organi-
zation that can accept donations
and grants. This change is almost
complete. A new website is under
construction.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00521-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
DANIEL A. MAHAR,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-

sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 9, 2024

Theresa B. Mahar
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9,
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00522-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO

__ Weekly SUDOKU CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
Answer IN THE MATTER OF
slslelz 1lolal2]3 THE ESTATE OF
JANE W. FRASER

9(2|1|6|4|3]|7|8|5 '

4|/7|3|2/5(8[1/9 6 DECEASED
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2(1]8]3/61419/5/7 tative named below has
3|5|7(1]/9]2|6/4/8 been appointed as personal
6|(9|4(5|8(7[3|1|/2 representative of this es-
8|6|5(9/3|1|2]7]4 tate. Any person having
713lalal2]5|8 6|1 claim against the decedent
1Tal2ls 76|53 9 Must before the time the
claim would be barred by
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any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 9, 2024

Pamela G. Galloway
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9,
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00525-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
DENNIS J. GREINER,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at

the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 9, 2024

lan J. Greiner

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9,
16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
INAND FOR
WHATCOM COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE
OF:
CECILIAM. HAWLEY,
DECEASED.
CAUSE NO.
24-4-00513-37
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The Administrator named
below has been appointed
and has qualified as Ad-
ministrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing
to the administrator or the
administrator’s attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probated proceedings were
commenced. The claim

must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) thirty
days after the administrator
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after
the date of first publication
of the notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 AND 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
October 9th, 2024

Name of Administrator:
ANDREA D. MAILLET

Attorneys for
Administrator:

David M.  Neubeck,
WSBA #31321

Sara LC Hulford, WSBA
#52098

Todd L. Sliva, WSBA
#54298

Address for Mailing or
Service:

Elder Law Offices of
Meyers, Neubeck & Hul-
ford, P.S., 2828 Northwest
Avenue, Bellingham WA
98225-2335
Telephone:
647-8846
Facsimile: (360) 647-8854
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9,
16, and 23, 2024.

(360)

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF
WHATCOM
IN RE THE ESTATE OF
NANCY SCAGLIOTTI,
DECEASED.

NO. 24 4 00879 37
NONPROBATE
NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.42.030
JUDGE: LEE
GROCHMAL
The notice agent named
below has elected to give
notice to creditors of the
above-named decedent. As
of the date of the filing of a
copy of this notice with the
court, the notice agent has
no knowledge of any oth-
er person acting as notice
agent or of the appointment
of a personal representative
of the decedent’s estate in
the state of Washington.
According to the records
of the court as are available
on the date of the filing of

this notice with the court,
a cause number regarding
the decedent has not been
issued to any other notice
agent, and a personal rep-
resentative of the dece-
dent’s estate has not been
appointed.

Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.070
by serving on or mailing to
the notice agent or the no-
tice agent’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy
of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with
the court in which the no-
tice agent’s declaration and
oath were filed. The claim
must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty
days after the notice agent
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) Four months
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.42.050 and
11.42.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
October 9, 2024

The notice agent declares
under penalty of perjury
under the laws of the state
of Washington on October
2, 2024, at Bellingham,
Washington, that the fore-
going is true and correct.

/sl Mark Vorobik

Notice Agent:

Mark Vorobik

6496 Bay View-Edison
Road

Bow, WA 98232

Attorney for notice agent:

Katti Esp

301 Prospect Street

Bellingham, WA 98225

Address for Mailing or
Service:

Katti Esp

301 Prospect Street

Bellingham, WA 98225

Court of notice agent’s
Declaration and Oath: Su-
perior Court of Whatcom
County

Cause
00879 37

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 9,
16, and 23, 2024.

Number: 24 4
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POLICE BLOTTER

Sunday, Sept. 29

4:15 p.m.: Dog owner un-
chained — Two loose dogs got
in a fight with the caller’s dog.
There were no injuries and it's
unknown who is the owner of the
other dogs. Young Rd., greater
La Conner.

Wednesday, Oct. 2

7 p.m.: Law let her out — Caller
called to advise that she had
been locked behind the marina
gates and could not get out. Law
responded with a key and was
able to open the gate. N. 2nd
Street, La Conner.

Sunday, Oct. 6

9:56 a.m.: Don’t park here —
Reports of a vehicle blocking a
fire hydrant at the intersection of
Douglas and Whatcom streets.
The owner was contacted and
the vehicle was moved. La
Conner.

3:10 p.m.: Hit, ran and fol-
lowed — Subject sitting in the

La Conner Tavern observed a
subject trying to parallel park his
truck and watched as he hit both
the car behind and the one in
front. The driver then parked and
walked off. The witnesses tried to
confront him but he continued to
walk away. A deputy was unable
to locate him in town and will

be doing follow-up at the truck
owner’s residence. South 1st St.,
La Conner.

Join Great Shake Out Oct. 17

By Ken Stern

Everyone has a chance to
prepare for an earthquake at
10:17 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 17,
when people across the state of
Washington — and internationally
— get to practice. Millions of
people worldwide will participate
in earthquake drills at work,
school or home.

The Washington website from
shakeout.org has webpages for
“learn(ing) the latest,” planning
your drill, checking the stats
for finding that one million
Washingtonians have signed up

— and how many nationally and
worldwide are participating —
and apps for playing and sharing.

Register for and practice
ShakeOut drills any day and drill
at a time of your choice. Involve
people in multiple locations
through video conferencing.

Great Washington Shakeout
information: shakeout.org/Wash-
ington.

ShakeOut day offers the
opportunity to practice following
tsunami evacuation routes. Learn
more about tsunami https://www.
shakeout.org/washington/https://
www. TsunamiZone.org

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

Senior center director leaves for new opportunities

By Bill Reynolds

When La Conner High School
alum Margaret Hillard earned her
college degree in human services,
little did she know how apropos
that major would prove.

What she couldn’t have pre-
dicted then was landing a position
in her hometown that was both
service-oriented and involved
tapping the human aspect of com-
munity development.

Hillard has been the guiding
force at the La Conner Senior
Center for the past seven years, a
tenure that justified her decision
to go back to school in middle
age.

“l interviewed with a variety of
organizations,” Hillard recalled
of those days after receiving her
diploma, “but nothing seemed
quite right.”

Until, that is, she saw an ad
in the Weekly News seeking a
director for the Town’s expanding
senior center at Maple Hall.

“Honestly,” she said last week,
“l was starting to question my
mid-life career change. But when
I saw the ad in the paper for the
opportunity to work for my home-
town, | immediately knew ‘that’s
my job.””

Now Hillard has reached anoth-
er crossroads. She stepped down
at the end of September, handing
the reins to Brittany Johnson,
whom Hillard predicts will be
“an excellent leader” given her
creative bent and inherent people
skills.

What’s next for Hillard?

“I’m definitely staying in the La
Conner area and am looking at a
variety of opportunities,” she told
the Weekly News, “but there’s
nothing certain as yet.”

Hillard, though, is certain of

* Kk Kk Kk Kk Xk
NEWSPAPER

READERS
ARE COMMUNITY

LEADERS

37% of newspaper
readers feel they have a
responsibility to
help shape the future

of their communities.
National Newspaper Week, Oct. 6-12

Source: America’s Newspapers 2023 Local Newspaper Study

conducted by Coda Ventures.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD - Now former La Conner Senior Center
Director Margaret Hillard (left) was glad to welcome new Director
Brittany Johnson to Maple Hall in September.

— Photo courtesy of La Conner Senior Center

one thing. Her time directing the
senior center has been one of
countless intrinsic rewards.

“After seven years,” Hillard
explained, “I reflect on all the
people who have come through
the doors of Maple Hall — each
bringing their own personality,
their own humor and their own
spirit. And they share freely all
of it.

“It’s been my honor,” she
stressed, “to unlock those doors.”

Hillard notes that the senior
center fits nicely into the social
and cultural fabric of La Conner
and the surrounding area.

“Community requires connec-
tion,” she said. “The senior center
allows connections to happen —
not just once or twice but every
week, year after year.

“People exchange informa-
tion,” added Hillard. “They
discuss what’s happening in town
and around the world. They cele-
brate milestones and they provide
support for one another. It may
seem like just playing games or
doing some exercises or any other
activity, but it is so much more.
It’s building and strengthening the
connections that create commu-
nity.”

Hillard said local groups and
their instructors have helped the
senior center morph into a hub for
an array of interests, among them
woodcarving, knitting, painting
and sketching as well as popu-
lar games such as canasta and
mahjongg.

“La Conner is very fortunate,”
Hillard said, “to have excellent
instructors willing to share their
areas of expertise for classes in-
cluding creative writing, ballroom
dancing, fitness and art.”

Hillard said La Conner’s se-
niors appreciate the programs.

“It’s a happy bunch,” she said.
“The only real complaint is that
the center is only open one day a
week — on Tuesdays.”

The momentum Hillard helped
generate stalled somewhat during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
center — in a physical sense —was
closed for over a year.

But Hillard employed technolo-
gy to allow the center to remain a
focal point in these seniors’ lives.

“l was so impressed,” she said,
“by the many participants who
were willing to learn the then-new
Zoom platform to continue with
a wide variety of activities — from
three different fitness classes to
creative writing to ‘virtual’ lunch
hours.

“Some of us,” she continued,
“even linked up with a Zumba
instructor from Australia!””

Hillard also regularly met with
them outdoors, leading in walking
laps at the Whittaker Field track.
She also organized drive-by birth-
day parties.

“About 25 people,” Hillard
remembered, “even celebrated
‘New Year’s at Noon’ to ring in
2021 with sparkling cider in the
rain outside Maple Hall.”

Hillard was pleased to pass the
baton to Johnson, who arrived at
the center a couple months ago.

“One Tuesday in late August
she came to Maple Hall want-
ing to try canasta,” Hillard said
of Johnson. “She didn’t know
anything about the job opportu-
nity but after a morning playing
cards with the ladies — and getting
a healthy dose of their infectious
laughter — she emailed me asking
more information on how to
apply.”

Hillard predicts good things
ahead for the center, which she
said will always remain near and
dear to her heart.

“Brittany,” said Hillard, “is
exceptionally personable, a quick
learner and has good creativity
which I’m sure will translate to
programming for the center.”

Hillard demonstrated those very
attributes herself.

Skagit County Flood Awareness Week

It’s Flood Awareness Week in
Skagit County and statewide,
running Oct. 7-11. Check out the
Flood Awareness Week insert
in this issue of the La Conner
Weekly News.

Flooding has been a serious
concern in Skagit County since
the late 1800s, with the threat
of extreme flooding generally
occurring between October and
March. Measures have been
taken throughout the years to
reduce the risk of flood damage
in the valley.

“The Skagit Valley is prone to
flooding each year and we urge
community members to take
precaution and be prepared,”
said Peter Browning, chair of
the Board of County Commis-
sioners. “It is crucial to take a
proactive role in your safety, and

Excellent Autumn
Reading Choices

Open 7 days a week!
10-6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com

106 S. First St.
La Conner

the safety of your loved ones.”

In addition to the insert, check
out www.skagitcounty.net/
flood for Flood Awareness Week
information including the coun-
ty’s annual Flood Awareness &
Safety Brochure, which is also
available in Spanish.

Skagit County offers a variety
of alert tools for residents as
well. You can sign up for Co-
deRed Alerts, follow @Skagit-
Gov on X (Twitter), or sign up
for news releases to receive key
emergency information before,
during and after an event.

For more information, contact
Skagit County Department of
Emergency Management at
(360) 416-1850.

Source: Skagit County
Department of Emergency
Management
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