
By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School girls’ 
soccer team lost its state tournament 
match last week.

But head coach Maddie Huscher, 
her staff and players won the hearts of 
many across Washington.

La Conner received much love on 
Thursday for hitting the road a second 
time for its playoff venue in Cle Elum.

The team’s Nov. 13 trip ended 
abruptly when its bus was struck by 
a pickup truck on I-405 in Bothell, 
forcing a 24-hour postponement of La 
Conner’s date with third-seeded Cle 
Elum-Roslyn.

No one on the bus was seriously 
hurt, though several players were 
shaken by the collision. Investigators 
believe the pickup driver had a med-
ical emergency and careened into a 
roadway barrier in front of the bus.

“The truck cut right in front,” fresh-
man player Finley Hancock told KIRO 

News. “I heard screeching and then 
just ‘bang’ and I just fell off my seat.”

Another player told KIRO’s Jason 
Sloss that “everyone hit the seats. 
Everybody was just in shock for a 
couple minutes.”

The Northshore School District 
transported the team home Nov. 13. 
The bus was towed to campus for 
a Washington State Patrol damage 
inspection.

A La Conner School District press 
release on Thursday said that a WSP 
report indicates the school bus was not 
at fault in the collision.

“WSP conducted a comprehensive 
inspection of the bus and confirmed 
that the vehicle met all safety stan-
dards and was in full compliance prior 
to the accident,” the release stated.

School officials said that WSP 
investigators told them the bus 
driver had “acted appropriately and 
responsibly, ensuring the safety of all 
students and staff on board.”

La Conner players reached Cle 
Elum on Thursday, Nov. 14, where the 
14th-seeded Braves fell 11-0 to the 
highly touted hosts.

La Conner was treated as winners 
throughout.

Cle Elum-Roslyn unveiled a hand-
made, bright pink banner offering the 
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By Bill Reynolds

A favorite La Conner Thanksgiving 
tradition is on the menu once again.

The Waterfront Cafe will provide its 
free community Thanksgiving meal 
from noon-3 p.m. Thanksgiving Day. 
As always, it’s an opportunity to dine 
with friends, family and neighbors in a 
relaxed holiday atmosphere.

Those facing financial challenges, 

are alone or who simply want to cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving with Waterfront 
Cafe patrons and staff are invited.

The cafe, located at 128 S. First 
Street, will provide a turkey dinner 
with all the fixings. Efforts will also be 
made to accommodate special diets.

Waterfront Cafe co-owner 
Marla Vallee said reservations for 
the Thanksgiving meal are most 
appreciated and can be made by 

calling 360-466-1579. That number 
can also be used for questions related 
to the Nov. 28 event.

A love offering will be accepted 
with proceeds supporting worthy local 
causes.

Past recipients of Waterfront Cafe 
Thanksgiving Day donations include 
the La Conner Sunrise Food Bank 
and the NOAH animal shelter in 
Stanwood.

Waterfront Cafe will serve free holiday meal

Crash upends girls’ soccer 
trip, but not their resilience

(continued on page 4)

Town juggles its 
spending needs

NO SERIOUS INJURIES — A La Con-
ner school bus that was carrying the 
girls’ soccer team to Cle Elum was in-
volved in a collision on I-405 Nov. 13 
enroute to the playoff game. 

— Photo by Karla Reynolds

By Ken Stern

Like parents or counselors for a 900-mem-
ber family, Mayor Marna Hanneman, the La 
Conner Town Council and staff, primarily Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas and Finance Director 
Maria DeGoede, are wrestling with short, medium 
and long term funding needs as they advance the 
town’s 2025 $8.4 million draft budget. Hanneman 
reflected on the challenges of the past five years 
in her Nov. 12 budget message: the COVID-19 
“pandemic, flooding, extreme weather events and 
the highest inflation in half a century.”

Hanneman, Thomas and DeGoede discussed the 
proposed budget with the Weekly News Monday. 
They spoke as a team, in agreement as they cited 
specific examples of increased costs for materials, 
services and wages. The town primarily “spends 
money on supplies and labor,” Thomas stressed.

The three praised the town’s staff, “These are 
the people we want to hang on to,” Thomas said. 
Non-union employees will get salary adjustments 
to offset inflation. Union employees 4% raise is set 
by their contract.

The annual contract with the Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office will increase 12% to cover that 
staff’s labor agreements. Hanneman said that cost 
is an example of the importance of public safety, 
her biggest issue, and which she and DeGoede also 
stressed included the water treatment plant and 
water main infrastructure.

Insurance coverage increased 16% for property 
liability and 6% for staff medical, DeGoede noted.

They are conservative. “We have to be,” 
Hanneman said. “There are too many unknowns.”

The 2024 budget was adjusted to spend $163,500 
to start the process of getting a fireboat built. The 
Port of Skagit has pledged $100,000 in 2025 as the 
town seeks other sources to complete the purchase. 
No new town funds are planned.

DAWN OF A NEW LA CONNER DAY – The sun will not shine brightly on the Rainbow Bridge at 7:46 a.m. for some time,  as 
it did on Oct. 11, but any morning and any time one walks La Conner’s boardwalk is a good time to be out. Every day we can 
pause and reflect on where we are and what possibilities are before us.� – Photo by Ken Stern

By Bill Reynolds

David Cram pulled down his share of rebounds 
as a La Conner High basketball player in the 1980s. 

But perhaps his most impressive rebound 
has come in the financial arena over the past 15 
months. 

Cram, now the La Conner Schools financial chief 
and interim superintendent, has overseen a fiscal 
bounce back resulting in notification from Olympia 
this week that the district is released from state 
financial oversight. 

During the fiscal year Sept. 1, 2023-Aug. 31, 
2024, the school system grew its reserve fund 
balance from a paltry $25,000 to a robust $1.07 
million, just shy of its board’s goal of maintaining 
a cushion equal to 10% of the district’s annual 

Schools’ 
budget in 
recovery
State releases La Conner 
from financial oversight
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

– Ken Stern

Town budget
. . . (from page 1)

From the editor — 
385 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 4 weeks till the paper closes

By Greg Whiting

Republican readers may be 
sitting back and ordering Christ-
mas sweaters featuring new-
borns sitting on oil rigs (“Drill, 
baby, drill”), but I wouldn’t be 
doing my job if I didn’t remind 
everyone: If you’re hoping that 
drilling for oil is sufficient to 
create low, stable energy prices 
and U.S. energy independence, 
your information about energy 
costs and alternatives is out of 
date. Even the reddest of red 
hat wearers has reasons to be in 
favor of more renewable energy 
development in the U.S.

After 165 years of oil explora-
tion in the U.S., we’ve found all 
the cheap, readily accessible oil. 
It’s pointless to drill at conven-
tional depths in, say, Kansas. 
Kansas has been so thoroughly 
drilled that there’s no possibility 
of finding enough oil to pay for 
drilling. New drilling has to be 
done in expensive locations, e.g., 
deep water and arctic locations. 
Fracking is expensive, too. On 
average, producing oil from a 
new well in the U.S. costs around 
$62/barrel.

Oil companies produce oil to 
make money. Making money on 
new U.S. oil probably requires at 
least $70/barrel. Even the most 
successful, realistically imagin-
able, U.S. drilling program can’t 
keep oil prices much below $70 
a barrel for very long, because 

U.S. producers have to stop 
producing if they aren’t making 
money.

Even when the U.S. is the 
world’s single largest oil pro-
ducer, prices are set on a global 
market. If OPEC+ countries 
significantly cut production, the 
sudden increase in oil prices 
will disrupt our economy, just 
like similar cuts did in 1973 and 
1979. U.S. oil producers will 
make more money and drill even 
more, but any resulting oil would 
take time to enter the market. 
Exploration and development 
take time. Delivery infrastructure 
would have to be built.

And, if OPEC+ countries 
significantly increase production 
and drive prices below the U.S. 
cost of production, American 
producers will have to close.

Following the 1973 and 1979 
oil crises, the U.S. started aggres-
sive R&D aimed at reducing our 
dependence on oil. “Energy inde-
pendence” isn’t for the purpose 
of creating a North Korea-like 
autarky in which the U.S. keeps 
its own oil. Its goal is to keep 
energy prices stable within the 
U.S., to avoid economic shocks 

caused by the actions of hostile 
foreign governments.

After 50 years of energy R&D, 
we’ve had some incredible suc-
cesses. The cost of solar genera-
tion has fallen from around $120 
per watt, to about $0.20 a watt. 
Wind costs, while not down as 
significantly as solar, have fallen 
more than 99%. When lithium 
batteries were new, in 1994 or 
so, they cost about $400,000 
per kilowatt-hour. Now, they’re 
around $140. Energy-efficient 
devices and appliances like 
lights, heat pumps and refrig-
erators use far less energy than 
they used to. We have almost 
eliminated the use of oil on the 
electric grid, except in very 
remote locations and for emer-
gency backup generation.

Adding more renewable 
energy to the mix at today’s low 
prices helps keep costs down. 
This should be interesting to 
Reagan Republicans (double-
income-no-kids-but-we-won’t-
tell-JD-we-have-a-cat).

For MAGA Republicans, some 
non-alternative facts: Adding 
renewable energy to the U.S. 
energy supply promotes the 
independence of the U.S. energy 
supply from foreign influence. 
Solar, wind and battery farms are 
built with U.S. engineering, by 
U.S. labor, on U.S. soil. Do-
mestic power production helps 
prevent the export of money and 
jobs to hostile countries.

No cheap oil left, but we have options

The incredible 
shrinking editor

Ken, regarding your last two 
editorials commenting on the 
presidential election results, your 
apparent inability to compre-
hend that for some people there 
are just as many logical, valid, 
righteous and positive reasons 
to vote for Donald Trump as 
you have for voting for Kama-
la Harris reflects an immense 
shallowness in your journalis-
tic curiosity (see CNN’s Scott 
Jennings’ article latimes.com/
opinion/story/2024-11-01/elec-
tion-donald-trump-kamala-harris 
for a different perspective).

Your further reflexive impulse 

to ascribe only the most hateful 
and ignorant motives to people 
that don’t share your political 
perspective and voting preferenc-
es reflect more the machinations 
of a shrill ideologue than the 
probing of a legitimate editor. 

It appears the timing is indeed 
right for you to move on to other 
endeavors. My wife and I will 
always appreciate the drive and 
passion you brought to running 
our community newspaper, but 
we will not at all miss the brittle 
arrogance and condescension of 
your political analysis. 

All the best to you in your 
retirement! 

Cheers! 
John Cline
Shelter Bay.

Moore Clark is a 
blight on the town

The Moore Clark building and 
property is a blight and a danger 
with breaches to the chain link 
fence that does not secure it but 
prevents public access to right of 
way along the waterfront (photo 
sent to Weekly News). The 
derelict owner should pay a daily 
fine for this mess and be required 
to carry appropriate insurance for 
the hazard of collapse and injury 
to victims. 

I am a near neighbor to the 
property.

Sincerely, 
Breta Malcolm
La Conner

Replacing the 1970s water 
treatment plant is their biggest 
concern. Federal grants will be 
necessary. The three expressed 
concerns over the coming Trump 
administration’s budget philos-
ophy, policies and plans. Fewer 
funds will be available and tariffs 
will drive up material costs, they 
project.

Families have water bills in 
their operating budget. The town’s 
aging infrastructure will require 
major repairs or replacement of 
the wastewater treatment plant 
and the water main. The town 
will not be replacing the Channel 
Drive water main in 2025: the 
$3.9 million in funding for design 
and construction has not been 
secured.

Extending South First Street to 
Caledonia Street is an example of 
the need to assemble grant funds 
and combine purposes. With 
the Swinomish Channel border-
ing First Street, the project will 
integrate transportation and flood 
mitigation.

That might take years to fund 
but is an example of council 
setting priorities based on its stra-
tegic planning, Hanneman said.

Hanneman ends her budget let-
ter on an upbeat note: “While our 
projections for Fiscal Year 2025 
are optimistic, we must continue 
to explore new revenue streams 
and operate more efficiently and 

effectively in order to pave the 
way to long-term fiscal stability.” 

The sales tax rate increases 
slightly, to 8.7% with the addition 
of a 0.01% transportation benefit 
district tax. The estimated 
$30,000 to $45,000 in revenue 
will go to maintenance of streets, 
sidewalks and crosswalks, 
Thomas said.

In her budget message, 
Hanneman states the sewer utility 
taxes will remain the same.

Hanneman’s letter was draft-
ed in September. It is clear that 
the new Trump presidency has 
changed town officials assump-
tions for outside revenue sources 
and upward pressure on costs.

The draft budgets projects 
slightly higher revenues: the 2025 
total is $7.8 million, $338,000 and 
4.5% above 2024.

Expenditures are lower 
by12.6%, down $1.2 million to 
$8.4 million from 2024’s project-
ed $9.6 million. Actual 2024 costs 
are trending below $7 million, 
less than 60% of planned expens-
es. That has been consistent with 
recent town budgets, projected 
like this one to run a deficit, but 
all of which have finished in the 
black.

The 2025 budget shows a 
$634,000 budget deficit that will 
be covered by the town’s $5.5 
million fund balance. 

Town policy is to maintain the 
fund balances equal to 20% of op-
erating revenues. In 2025 that will 
be $1.6 million. The current fund 
balance is 3.5 times that amount.

It is budget time again. Across Washington state and throughout the 
country, governments of towns, cities and countries with fiscal years 
starting January 1 are going through similar steps of developing their 
annual operating budgets. 

Big yawn, right? This is the time of year when newspaper 
subscribers really learn of – if not realize – the value of their 
subscriptions. For about $1.15 a week Weekly News readers get the 
advantage of reading stories by professional journalists summarizing 
and analyzing their local government’s budget process from the 
comfort of their own homes or nearby coffee shops. 

Readers don’t need to wade through a four page letter dense with 
policy and rhetoric from La Conner’s mayor or have their eyes glaze 
over from reviewing 22 pages of revenue and expenses. They can 
pass, as their neighbors do, on attending the public hearings the state 
legislature mandates be held. 

Readers are not alone in missing the annual ritual of the mayor gav-
eling open the public hearings only to gavel them close a minute later. 
As Scott Thomas, La Conner town administrator and a career city 
attorney for municipalities large and small observed, residents seldom 
attend or speak at budget hearings. 

Speaking out can make a difference. Last year one person advocat-
ed that La Conner, which had not contributed a dime to the building 
of the new library, put $10,000 in the budget for programming. Coun-
cil finally penciled in $4,000. That is a start. 

This year that resident will ask that the grant be increased to 
$10,000 on the principle of if you don’t ask, you don’t get. Residents 
will benefit from that funding. Ask council members to increase it.

Next year’s budget has $8,000 for a chain link fence on the side-
walk side of the town’s Maple Avenue park. That’s a safety measure 
to prevent dogs and kids from inadvertently running into traffic. If 
the town had won a state grant, they would have committed some 
$250,000 to develop that park. Do residents want the present grassy 
field or picnic tables, a covered area, playground equipment and 
more? That is not up for discussion, but if it were, would anyone but 
the park commissioners speak for that? 

That is what budget hearings are for, an opportunity for residents to 
weigh in before money is spent or to insist that funds get invested. 

Last summer the town council committed $163,500 into starting the 
process of getting a fireboat built. Council wants the rest of the funds 
to come from other governments. That might take three years. Costs 
will increase. Do residents and downtown building and business 
owners want a boat sooner? No one has spoken for investing more 
town dollars. 

Before La Conner’s council passes the budget Dec. 10th, they will 
hold a budget hearing Nov. 26th. Bill Reynolds will be there to report 
on it. He is doing that whether anyone reads his story in the Weekly 
News or not. Will any town resident attend these meeting to say what 
they want – or don’t want – the town to spend their tax monies on?

The 2025 town budget calls for expenditures of about $8.4 million 
and estimates revenue collection of $7.8 million. 

Is there anything in that budget that concerns you?
Copies are on the town website: townoflaconner.org/.
Council meetings are at 6 p.m. In Maple Hall.

Town’s 2025 budget, and you

Muzzall wins re-election to his LD 10 senate seat
State Sen. Ron Muzzall’s 

(R-Oak Harbor) has won 
reelection to his state legisla-
tive district 10 senate seat His 
margin after Monday’s ballot 
count is 2.1%, 51% to 48.9%, 
and 1,871 votes against Island 
County Commissioner Janet St. 
Clair He has led by increasingly 
large margins since the third day 
of tally reports after the Nov. 5 
elections.

The election offices in the 
three-county district estimate 
1,800 ballots remained to be 
counted. Tuesday Skagit County 
staff were counting from an  
estimated 1,600 and Snohomish 
County staff were counting a 
reported 100 or so ballots there. 

Island County election staff 
will count their last 100 ballots 
Nov. 26, when all counties will 
certify their results. 

Incumbent LD 10 State Reps. 
Clyde Shavers (D-Oak Harbor, 
Pos 1) and Dave Paul (D-Oak 
Harbor, Pos 2) increased their 
vote leads, as they have since 
election night. Shavers has 
53.2% and leads by 5,775 votes 
against Republican Carrie Ken-
nedy. Paul gained 53.6% and is 
6,551 votes up on Republican 
Gary Wray.

Incumbent Skagit County 
Commissioners Ron Wesen and 
Peter Browning have also in-
creased their margins of victory 
with every ballot count since 

election day. Wesen leads Hope 
Island resident Rylee Fleury 
with 62.8% and by 15,719 votes. 
First elected in 2008, Wesen 
next term will be his fifth. 

Browning has a 13,133 vote 
lead, 60.6%, against Mount 
Vernon Councilmember Richard 
Brocksmith. This will be his 
second term. 

Skagit County election staff 
estimate over 70,600, 79.5% of 
the county’s 88,818 registered 
voters, have cast ballots. 

The Secretary of State’s office 
will certify all elections by Dec. 
5.

The Weekly News will report 
new totals online later this 
week.
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By Bill Reynolds

The shorthanded La Conner 
Emergency Management 
Commission, which this year 
has juggled flood mitigation, 
neighborhood mapping and the 
crafting of a community disaster 
preparedness plan, received a 
much-needed shot in the arm last 
week. 

Brianna Wilson, 
owner of Thrive Direct 
Health Care, was 
appointed by town 
council at its Nov. 12 
Maple Hall meeting. 

A commission vacan-
cy remains, said Mayor 
Marna Hanneman, who 
nominated Wilson. 

The Council 
unanimously approved 
Wilson, noting that her medical 
background will provide valuable 
insight. 

“You’re a welcome addition,” 
Hanneman told Wilson, who had 
first expressed an interest in join-
ing when she met panel members 
at the annual Braves Day event at 
the start of the school year. 

“I want to be active in the 
community and the timing is 
right,” said Wilson, who is near-
ing completion of the expansion 
of her clinic into the former La 
Conner Drug Store location at 
Morris Street and Maple Avenue. 

Commission chair Doug Asbe 
and immediate past chair Jerry 
George attended the meeting and 
cheered Wilson’s appointment. 

“Now,” said Hanneman, 
“we just need to find one more 
person.” 

The appointment provided no 
fireworks. Earlier in the meeting, 
though, the fireworks show at La 
Conner’s annual July 4 celebra-
tion was the central focus.

Council can choose to renew 
a contract for $15,000 with 
Western Fireworks to put on the 
show over Swinomish Channel. 

That was placed on hold, how-
ever, to give town officials time 
to confer with the Port of Skagit 
– their Independence Day events 
partner – about contracting with 
Western for a less expensive 
show. 

Hanneman also noted that 
Swinomish Tribal Senator 
Rodney John lit up the sky last 
year with $12,000 of his leftover 
fireworks stock. 

“I reached out to him,” 
Hanneman said, “and he said 
he’s getting certified (as a pyro-
technician) and would like to do 
it (the local fireworks show) in 
2026 when he gets certified.” 

It was pointed out there’s no 
guarantee that John or any other 
pyrotechnician could put on a 
fireworks show for less than 
Western. Still, support emerged 
for a scaled down show giv-
en that tribal vendors light off 
fireworks throughout the July 4 
holiday. 

“We have a pre-show, a show 
and a post-show,” Hanneman 
said. 

“We can do a decent show,” 
added Councilmember Mary 
Wohleb, “without spending 
$15,000.” 

While the Town foots the fire-
works bill, the Port arranges live 
music and food and beverages at 
La Conner Marina beforehand. 

Councilmember Ivan Carlson, 
a La Conner firefighter, said at 
the risk of riling up the Port (he 
used somewhat stronger lan-
guage) the Town might consider 
moving on from a fireworks 

display. 
Town Administrator Scott 

Thomas cited several area com-
munities that have switched to 
drone shows. 

“We should do it this year,” 
Carlson said, “and then look at 
moving away from it next year. 
There’ll already be four hours of 
fireworks.” 

“We’ll get with the 
Port,” Hanneman said, 
“and let them know 
what we’re talking 
about.” 

A public hearing on 
the 2025 preliminary 
budget was held during 
the meeting. No one 
from the public com-
mented on the draft, 
which has undergone 
tweaking since Octo-

ber. Safety fencing is now being 
proposed for the Maple Avenue 
Park and a monthly stipend 
increase from $150 to $200 for 
council members is also under 
consideration. 

Carlson questioned the timing 
of a stipend hike given other 
budget priorities. 

“It’s only $50 a month,” said 
Carlson, “but that works out to 
$3,000 a year. None of us really 
needs the money.” 

Carlson was told the stipend is 
mostly symbolic. 

“In a year where the budget is 
so tight,” Carlson said, “wouldn’t 
you think it would be symbolic 
not to have an increase?” 

The Council later amended the 
2024 budget to reflect revenues 
and expenditures related to 
grants received for the south end 
sub-area planning process and 
ongoing comprehensive plan up-
dates. Its transportation element 
garnered preliminary council ap-
proval and is being forwarded to 
the state commerce department 
for a 60-day review. 

Town officials said they con-
tinue to hear positive feedback 
on the new one-way southbound 
First Street traffic pattern. 

“I’m getting nothing but com-
pliments,” Wohleb said. “People 
seem to be very pleased with the 
one-way.” 

“We have a little bug to 
work out with the mail box,” 
Hanneman conceded, “but 
(Town Public Works Director) 
Brian (Lease) even had cookies 
delivered by someone on Second 
Street.” 

“It’s the right thing at the right 
time,” said Wohleb. 

Carlson agreed. 
“I’ve taken the ambulance 

down First Street twice now,” he 
said, “and it’s worked out great.” 
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FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
20% Off

Spring and winter 
flowering varieties -

many blooming now!
Holiday Market 

in the Vinery
Sunday, November 24th 

10am - 4pm

Hours:
Daily 9-5 “People’s Choice”

Award-Winner

through November 27th

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Bare Root
Sale

through March 14th

20% Off 

Spring Hours
Daily
9 to 6

“People’s Choice”
Award-Winner

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Ad proof for 2/29/12 issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-6 daily

Bare Root 
is Best 

Bare root trees are less expensive, 
easier to handle than potted trees, 
and are likely to out perform them. 

Season ends April 1st. 

Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, 
shrubs and berries. 

Featuring this week: 

ITALIAN PRUNE 
(while supply lasts) 

www.christiansonsnursery.com 
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821 

Bare Root Sale
    20% Off through

March 11th

The best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

PRUNING OLD FRUIT TREES
Sunday, March 4 - 1 pm

$5 with Reservations

Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,
and are likely to out-peform them

BASIC FRUIT TREE PRUNING
Saturday, March 3

11 am to 12:30 pm. $5 w/reservations

Last Chance!
Bare Root 

Open
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Fax: (360) 466-1195
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All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th
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Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.
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Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,
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We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!
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Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195
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15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
“People’s Choice”

Award-Winner

Season ends April 1st
Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,

and adapt more quickly to your soil.

Camellias 20% OFF through March 31st

Bare root trees and shrubs are less expensive, easier
to handle than potted plants and adapt

more quickly to your soil.

Our best selection of the year!
Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, shrubs and blueberries

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
708 E Morris St Ste C
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Don’t let politics drive 
your investments.
Let's talk about your options.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Open mic
Last Wed. 
of every 
month 

5:00 – 7:30 pm

ART
Your wall needs 
some new art.  

See us.  We 
can help.

Books are the perfect 
Holiday Gift.

Opened Again and 
Again! 

Open 7 days a week!
10 - 6

On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

Donations accepted 
Monday 1pm - 3pm

Stretch Your
Gift-Giving Budget

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11 AM - 5 PM

 3rd & Morris, La Conner

Get a Thrill From a Thrift!

DECK YOUR HALLS

New Holiday Items 
Added Each Weekend!
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Non-Profit

Emergency Management 
panel gains new member

Brianna Wilson

By Bill Reynolds

Fire District 13 Chief Wood 
Weiss got the green light on 
Thursday to commit up to 
$700,000 toward purchase of a 
Pierce tender truck that would 
bolster an aging District 13 emer-
gency response fleet.

District commissioners autho-
rized Weiss to pursue acquisition 
of a new tender shortly after 
approving a preliminary 2025 
draft budget that projects a fund 
reserve exceeding $1 million.

“That sounds like a lot of mon-
ey, until you have to buy some 
equipment,” commission Chair 
Bruce Shellhamer cautioned 
when referring to the seven-fig-
ure bank balance.

Turns out, the district needs 
three new rigs. 

The commission, citing reve-
nue forecasts of $1.9 million and 
expenses of $1.8 million, settled 
on the tender because of its 
versatility. It can transport water 
and a variety of gear, including 
hard suction hoses and portable 
pumps.

Weiss said a tender costs 
$660,000 to $680,000.

“This would be the biggest 
expenditure of my life, including 

my house,” Weiss said. “It’s no 
small thing. I’m conservative. 
This district is conservative. 
But we’ve been kicking this can 
down the road for a long time. 
We have to start putting money 
into our apparatus.”

Pierce builds its vehicles 
in Florida. If the district does 
purchase a new tender, it likely 
won’t roll out until mid-year 
2025.

“The good news is we 
wouldn’t have to pay for it until 
then,” Weiss said.

Shellhamer said the district 
could secure a loan as a backup 
plan.

“This is the right way to go at 
this time,” Battalion Chief Jami 
Jurdi said. “It’s an all-purpose 
vehicle. It’s versatile.”

The commission endorsed the 
purchase during a 90-minute 
meeting in which district crews 
answered a call, indicative of a 
busy year so far for FD 13. Weiss 
anticipates the district’s 2024 call 
total will approach 1,400 even 
as the proactive CARES unit 
has significantly reduced 911 
responses.

Weiss and training officer 
Chris Olbu offered positive 
reports on the twice-weekly day 

shifts at Summit Park, which 
have cut response times at the 
district’s north end by an average 
of six minutes per call.

“Six minutes makes a huge 
difference,” Weiss said. “In a fire, 
after six minutes, it can really 
start ripping.”

Weiss said his preference is 
to ultimately assign additional 
personnel to Summit Park.

“We’re going to try to move 
forward and add two more peo-
ple to Summit Park, to cover the 
area every day,” he said. “That’s 
our goal.”

Shellhamer commended dis-
trict officers and secretary Tracy 
Berg for their work on the 2025 
budget plan, praising how line 
items were thoughtfully crafted.

Shellhamer pointed out that 
83% through the year the district 
has realized 93% of its antici-
pated income. Expenses are at 
82.42%, he said.

“So,” said Shellhamer, “we’re 
within 0.58 % of a projection 
that was made a year ago.”

Commissioner John Doyle, a 
former La Conner town adminis-
trator, agreed.

“Those are amazing projec-
tions,” Doyle said. “It’s quite 
remarkable.”

District 13 commissioners 
take step to upgrade fleet

The Board of Skagit County 
Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing next week on the 
county’s comprehensive 2025-
2030 Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Program.

The hearing will be held at 
11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 25, in 
the Commissioners Hearing 
Room, 1800 Continental 

Place, Mount Vernon. It will 
give citizens an opportunity to 
comment on the plan. Copies 
of the 2025-2030 Six-Year 
Transportation Improvement 
Program are on file for public 
review in the Public Works 
Department and online at www.
skagitcounty.net/Departments/
PublicWorksEngineering/

County seeks input on transportation plan

Free COVID-19 test kits 
are available from the federal 
government. Go to COVIDTests.
gov for up to four kits per 
household. Shipping is also free.

The Federal Trade 
Commission warns that any 
website asking for more 
information than names and 
shipping address is a scammer.

Free test kits are also at the 
kiosk at the Swinomish Medical 
Clinic on Reservation Road.

The expiration date for many 
kits has changed. Before discard-
ing a kit because the expiration 
date has passed, go to the FDA’s 
website to see if its expiration 
date has been extended.

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention is 
recommending this fall’s 
COVID-19 vaccine for everyone 
age 6 months and older. 

Talk to your doctor if you have 
COVID vaccine questions.

Source: Federal government

Free COVID-19 test kits available

programsmain.htm.
The public may comment on 

the proposal by emailing written 
comments to pw@co.skagit.
wa.us or mailing comments to 
Skagit County Public Works, 
1800 Continental Place, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273. Citizens can 
also provide verbal testimony at 
the public hearing either in-per-
son or via Zoom at www.skagit-
county.net/Departments/County-
Commissioners/main.htm. 

Source: Skagit County 
Commission
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Sports & School

Girls’ soccer
. . . (from page 1)

Open Daily to Everyone     •    Downtown Mount Vernon    •    skagitfoodcoop.com

Learn how your purchase helps give backDIG IN!
Save on ALL Field Day 
items all month long!

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!
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Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

Braves heartfelt appreciation for 
making the trip.

“We are so sorry y’all had such 
a scare yesterday and so glad ev-

eryone was ok,” the banner read.
Veteran soccer referee Gordon 

Kelly, who has officiated nearly 
3,900 matches over three 
decades, offered his admiration 
as well.

Huscher shared a message 
Kelly sent to La Conner Schools 

By Bill Reynolds

Fate served up tough luck 
for the La Conner High School 
volleyball team at the Yakima 
SunDome last week.

First, head coach Pam Keller’s 
charges drew top-seeded Adna in 
first round state 2B tournament 
action.

Perhaps equally brutal was La 
Conner libero Addison Keller 
playing under the weather for 
Wednesday’s matches with the 
Pirates and Tri-Cities Prep.

Still, La Conner battled. The 
NW2B/1B runners-up pushed 
Adna, which arrived in Yakima 
riding an 18-game winning streak, 
in a hard-fought opening set.

But Adna, which finished 
22-3 on the season, including 
a two-match season split with 
title winner Manson, posted a 
double-digit win in the second 
set before staving off La Conner 
in the clinching third frame. 

The 3-0 line score was 25-19, 
25-15, 25-18.

In the consolation round, La 
Conner (15-13) lost in straight 
sets to Tri-Cities Prep, 25-8, 25-
12, 25-23.

Despite the twin setbacks, 
coach Keller praised her club’s 
work ethic afterward.

“The girls gave a great effort 
in the first match with Adna,” 
she told the Weekly News. “I’m 
very proud of this team and the 
perseverance they’ve shown this 
season.”

Junior Maeve McCormick and 
freshman Abi Poulton led the La 
Conner attack against Adna with 
five kills each. Freshmen Nora 
McCormick (4) and Reese Bird 

(2) combined for a half-dozen 
kills.

Eighth-grader Mia Delage 
added a kill in her state tourney 
debut.

Addison Wigal, La Conner’s 
lone senior, delivered a pair of 
service aces in the Adna match. 
Nora McCormick also recorded 
two aces, while Bird notched a 
service whiff.

Bird (8) and Poulton (4) 
teamed to fuel the La Conner 
offense with 12 assists.

Defensively, eight La Conner 
players extended rallies with 
digs. Maeve McCormick (13) 
and Nora McCormick (10) 
reached double figures, followed 
by Keller (9), Bird (4), Poulton 
(4), Wigal (4), Delage (4) and 
Aaliyah Gonzalez (2).

Keller, who earlier this year 
earned state Athlete of the Week 
honors, managed nine digs 
against Adna while not being at 
full strength.

“Unfortunately, our libero was 
ill during the state tournament,” 
coach Keller said, “so not having 
her at her best was a bummer. 
But Mia really stepped up and 
showed a lot of grit at her first 
state tournament. Maeve McCor-
mick and Addie Wigal gave it 
their all in the final match against 
Tri-Cities.”

Tri-Cities Prep was eliminated 
from trophy consideration with a 
3-2 loss to Colfax on Thursday.

La Conner’s NW2B/1B rival 
Coupeville placed fourth at state, 
splitting four matches. Coupe-
ville (19-3-1) defeated Tonasket 
3-0 and Mossyrock 3-1 before 
dropping 3-0 verdicts to Adna 
and Freeman.

Braves exit state 
volleyball tourney 
after first round

after he officiated the game.
“In my officiating career,” Kel-

ly wrote, “I have never seen such 
a wonderful collection of players 
and coaches as I did last evening 
with La Conner High School. 
The team was exuberant in their 
expressions of joy, never stopped 
smiling and obviously had fun, 
even when the match got out of 
hand score-wise.

“They did not give up and 
represented La Conner High 
School and the La Conner 
community so positively,” Kelly 
noted. “Their parents should 
be proud of raising such fine 
young ladies. The coaches are 
to be congratulated for building 
this culture of high school 
athletics being fun even in the 
face of adversity. Well done, La 
Conner!”

Huscher was also contacted 
by the Bothell Fire Department 

battalion chief who responded to 
the crash.

“I just wanted to drop you a 
note and tell you how amazing 
your staff was to deal with and 
how awesome your kids are,” the 
official told Huscher. “We were so 
grateful that no one was injured 
and that we could come up with a 
solution to getting the team to Cle 
Elum. The calm that your adults 
brought to the bus was reflected 
by the kids and there was a ton of 
respect on both sides.”

Huscher stressed that while her 
players had a tough week, they 
repeatedly rose to the occasion.

“We played an excellent soccer 
team on Thursday night and 
the girls looked up to the other 
team’s skill level and remained 
positive the entire time,” she 
said. “Wednesday’s crash was 
super unfortunate, but the players 
had such a positive interaction 

with first responders that I hope 
they walked away with more 
knowledge about safe driving 
and future careers.”

Huscher said well-wishes sent 
to the school district over the 
past couple days go far toward 
defining the La Conner team’s 
character.

“I think the emails we’ve re-
ceived help summarize the week 
for us,” she said.

The Bothell Fire Department 
battalion chief’s words were 
especially encouraging.

“I was a middle school spe-
cial-education teacher before 
entering the fire service and still 
teach at various skill centers, and 
I know as administrators you 
don’t always get the ‘good news 
reporting’ like you should,” he 
said. “You should be proud. Take 
care and thanks for doing what 
you do.”

La Conner Superintendent 
David Cram praised all those 
who rendered aid and assistance 
in the crash.

“We are deeply grateful for the 
quick actions of our bus driver, 
coaching staff and first respond-
ers, all of whom worked together 
to protect our students during this 
unexpected event,” Cram said. 
“We are relieved that no injuries 
occurred and are thankful for the 
support from neighboring school 
districts and our community as 
we ensured a safe return for our 
students.”

FANCY FOOTWORK – Emmitt Voorhees did some clever sidestepping during the cake walk as part of the 
La Conner Parent-Teacher-Student Association fundraiser at the elementary school gym Friday night. Bingo 
and a silent auction for home-baked desserts were also part of the fun. Proceeds from the event will help 
defray the costs of field trips and end-of-year playday activities. � – Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Bill Reynolds

Praises continue to be sung 
for Sarah Cook at Skagit Valley 
College, much like when she was 
a La Conner H igh School multi-
sports star.

Cook, an SVC sophomore who 
has earned Northwest Athletic 
Conference honors in volleyball 
and basketball, is receiving more 
accolades this fall.

A 5-foot-9 outside hitter for 
the Cardinal spikers, Cook was 
recently named to the 2024 
NWAC All-Star team.

The Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community member has been 
an integral part of an SVC 
volleyball squad that qualified 
for post-season action with 28-3 
record.

Cook enjoyed a stellar five-
match run in September when 
she averaged more than four digs 
per set and delivered 38 kills, 11 
aces and three blocks with just 

one service reception error in 
65 attempts to help lead Skagit 
to consecutive wins over Green 
River, Tacoma, Centralia, Big 
Bend and Pierce community 
colleges.

More recently, Cook led SVC 
with eight kills in a straight-sets 
triumph over Whatcom Commu-
nity College last month.

Her play this season has result-
ed in Cook’s reception of several 
North Region Defensive Player 
of the Week awards, the first 
coming after totaling 71 digs at 
the outset of the campaign.

SVC and the NWAC 
recognized Cook in November in 
celebration of Native American 
Heritage Month.

“Sarah is a game changer for 
our team, and it’s been wonderful 
watching her compete,” SVC 
head volleyball coach Joe 
Amaral told the media earlier 
this season. “Any given match 
she can take over on offense or 

defense and sometimes both.”
As an SVC freshman, Cook 

was a second unit selection to 
the NWAC North All-Region 
Women’s Basketball Team.

The La Conner alum was in-
strumental in numerous Braves’ 
state trophy finishes.

As a senior, she was a first-
team, All-State choice for the 
2021 La Conner volleyball team 
that won the Washington 2B vol-
leyball championship and didn’t 
lose a set at the state tournament 
under now-retired Hall of Fame 
coach Suzanne Marble.

Cook followed up by averag-
ing 17 points, seven rebounds, 
four steals and three assists per 
game as La Conner placed fourth 
under former coach and Hall of 
Fame member Scott Novak at 
the 2022 Washington 2B Girls’ 
Hardwood Classic in Spokane.

Her versatility was such that 
Cook was sought by SVC to play 
both volleyball and basketball.

Braves standout gets college honors



By Karen Bruce
Skagit County Master Gardener

As summer fades and the 
weather cools, the season for 
vibrant floral arrangements 
continues. 

Autumn and winter provide 
a unique palette of greenery, 
berries and branches, perfect for 
creating eye-catching displays. 
Whether for hosting holiday 
gatherings or crafting thoughtful 
gifts, fall and winter arrange-
ments offer a natural, rustic 
charm that’s easy to achieve with 
materials from your own back-
yard or local woods.

Foraging essentials
Fall is ideal for gathering 

evergreens, branches and other 
foliage. Early harvests can start 
in October and continue through 
the holidays, provided proper 
pruning techniques are used. 
Select trees taller than 6 feet, 
cutting branches about 2-4 feet 
from the tip, and avoid removing 
more than 25% to keep the plant 
healthy. Windstorms are a great 
opportunity to find naturally fall-
en branches and pinecones.

Look for native holly, snow-
berries and winterberry for a pop 
of holiday color. Varieties like 
the variegated Goshiki holly add 
a striking leaf pattern to arrange-
ments. Always carry a container 

with lukewarm water for freshly 
cut greenery to prevent wilting 
and use floral preservative to 
keep stems fresh.

Tools and supplies
Gathering the right tools will 

make arranging much easier. 
Basic materials include:
•	 A container for the arrange-

ment
•	 Floral foam, chicken wire, or a 

tape grid to secure branches
•	 Floral clippers (small and large 

for different branches)
•	 Fresh water with floral 

preservative

Creating the 
arrangement

Start by choosing a container 
and securing the foam or wire. If 
using floral foam, soak it for sever-
al hours. Fill the container halfway 
with preservative-mixed water 
and begin arranging with larger 
branches as the base. Adding a 
variety of textures and colors – 
such as pine or cedar for cascading 
edges – enhances depth. Remove 
leaves that will be submerged in 
water to prevent bacteria.

Use natural elements like red 

twig dogwood or birch branches, 
arranged in odd numbers for vi-
sual appeal. Build up layers from 
the outer edges inward, forming 
a balanced shape. Add decorative 
elements like candles, ornaments 
or cinnamon sticks for a seasonal 
touch, and include berries or har-
dy flowers like chrysanthemums, 
alstroemerias or carnations, 
which will last longer in the 
cooler temperatures.

The greenery can last several 
weeks with proper care. Simply 
replace flowers as needed. Spe-

cialty items, such as small orna-
ments, bows or even little birds, 
add a whimsical final flourish to 

these arrangements.
For an in-depth guide, includ-

ing a list of ideal foraging mate-
rials and arrangement techniques, 
visit skagitmg.org/floral-arrange-
ments/ to read the full Ask a 
Master Gardener Blog post.

Karen Bruce, a WSU Exten-
sion Master Gardener since 
2019, co-manages the Cottage 
Garden at the WSU Extension 
Discovery Garden on Highway 
536, west of Mount Vernon. 
Questions about home gardening 
or becoming a master gardener 
may be directed to: Skagit Coun-
ty WSU Extension Office, 11768 
Westar Lane, Suite A, Burlington, 
WA 98233; by phone: 360-428-
4270; or online: www.skagit.wsu.
edu/mg 

By Bill Reynolds

It’s always nice to have 
connections. Just ask the staff at 
La Conner Swinomish Library. 

Its connections extend not only 
across town with several local art 
partnerships but by extension to 
the other side of the world. 

The library this year has 
displayed in its children’s section 
the popular “Path to La Conner” 
quilt comprised of panels, 
depicting familiar storefronts on 
First Street. 

The La Conner-centric 
imagery was inspired by “Path 
to Edo” quilt work created by 
Japanese students and part of 
a 2008 exhibit at the Pacific 
Northwest Quilt and Fiber 
Arts Museum guest curated 
by renowned quilter Miwako 
Kimura. 

“The Path to Edo” features 
storefronts based on a hand scroll 
of the 250-year period spanning 
the early 17th and late 18th cen-
turies when the Tokugawa family 
ruled Japan. 

“Edo,” points out Jacque 
Chase, the retiring retail manager 

and education coordinator at the 
local museum, “was the original 
name of Tokyo.” 

It also refers to a distinct era 
in Japanese history marked by 
peace, agricultural development, 
urbanization and artistic 
productivity. 

The parallels to La Conner’s 
evolution led to the local project. 

The “Path to La Conner” be-
gan with illustrations developed 
by Alex Kramer, former staff at 
the La Conner Regional Library 
and Weekly News, who now 
resides in Bellingham. 

Kramer created sketches and 

later watercolors of storefronts in 
La Conner’s downtown Historic 
Preservation District. His work 
served as the basis for quilt pan-
els crafted by 17 area artisans. 
Five of the panels have been 
removed for a painting. 

The panels shows La Conner 
businesses, with an image of 
the landmark Gaches Mansion 
on Second Street – home to the 
quilt museum – in the middle, 
dividing the First Street store-
front depictions. That panel was 
stitched by renowned Japanese 
quilter Sachiko Yoshido.

Before the La Conner 

Swinomish Library opened in 
2022, in its planning stages 
a groundswell of support 
championed exhibiting art from 
a variety of partners, including 
the Skagit County Historical 
Museum, Museum of Northwest 
Art and the Pacific Northwest 
Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum. 

“These are great partnerships 
and I’m a firm believer in what 
they’re doing,” Chase told the 
Weekly News. 

New Pacific Northwest Quilt 
and Fiber Arts Museum Exec-
utive Director Carla Funk, who 
has an extensive background in 

art history and education, agreed. 
“We like to have something 

from our permanent collection 
at the library,” said Funk, who 
previously spearheaded the cam-
paign to build the first campus art 
gallery at the Florida Institute of 
Technology. 

Funk came in mid-July from 
Asheville, N.C., which to her 
dismay and that of many of her 
friends and former colleagues, 
is now grappling with the 
devastation of Hurricane Helene. 

“The arts district (in Asheville) 
was hit pretty hard,” Funk said, 
“but they’re trying to build back 
and piece themselves together. 
It’s really a special city. Belling-
ham reminds me a lot of it.” 

Conversely, the quilt 
museum’s Japanese connection 
is anything but a disaster. It 
continues to be a key element, 
dating to the museum’s formative 
stage. 

Kimura, for instance, guest-cu-
rated the quilt museum’s first 
international exhibit less than a 
year after it opened, more than a 
quarter-century ago. 
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Arts and Entertainment

a Ladies night of Shopping

www.LoveLaConner.com

Gather your friends head to La Conner!
Shop downtown La Conner businesses 

and pick up your SWAG BAG
at the Chamber Office!

22nd
HERALDING

CHRISTMAS 2024

Dr. Yvette Burdick, Conductor
Friday, December 13th, 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 15th, 2:00 PM

www.skagitvalleychorale.org

McIntyre Hall
Performing Arts & Conference Center

2501 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon, WA

Tickets:
$20, $30 Box Seats

Students/Military/Groups/Seniors $18
www.mcintyrehall.org

Box Office: 360-416-7727

Winter with you...

Library quilt mural weaves binding art partnerships

Create fine floral arrangements from foraged materials

La Conner Swinomish Library 
presents Night Sky Photogra-
phy with acclaimed local pho-
tographer Andy Porter, 5-6 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 21. Learn how to 
capture the perfect night sky pho-
tograph. No camera necessary. 

La Conner Swinomish Library 
offers holiday ukulele classes, 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Nov. 21, Dec. 5, 12, 19. Learn to 
play easy two- and three-chord 
songs with Simme Bobrosky.

NITE Theater presents “Le-
gally Blonde: The Musical,” 
through Nov. 24 at the Lincoln 
Theatre, based on the hit movie. 
Pay-what-you-can night Thurs-

day, Nov. 21. Advance reserved 
tickets: $38 first tier, $34 second 
tier, $30 third tier, $20 fourth tier, 
plus applicable fees, available at 
lincolntheatre.org/live-theatre-le-
gally-blonde. No Lincoln Theatre 
discounts.

Calling all artists and crafters. 
La Conner Kiwanis will host their 
annual Holiday Craft Show in 
conjunction with the Rotary Santa 
Breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
in Maple Hall. The craft show will 
run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This 
event is a fundraiser to support 
the Kiwanis Club of La Conner. 
Space is limited. For booth infor-
mation, email joyzneal@yahoo.
com.

OUR LITTLE TOWN – It does take a village to weave, separately and together, the 17 panels 
based on former Weekly News staffer Alex Kramer’s watercolors of South First Street storefronts. 
The 18th panel, of the Gaches Mansion in the center of the mural, was stitched by Japanese 
quilter Sachiko Yoshido. Twelve street panels and the Mansion are hanging on the La Conner 
Swinomish Library’s south wall. �  – Photo by Ken Stern

A&# BRIEFS
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School budget
. . . (from page 1)

TOWN OF LA 
CONNER

SUMMARY 
ORDINANCE NO. 1251
Notice is hereby given that 

the Town Council of the 
Town of La Conner, Wash-
ington, passed Ordinance 
No. 1251 at the November 
12, 2024 Town Council 
meeting.  A summary of 
Ordinance No. 1251 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance amending 

the 2024 Budget.
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1251 are avail-
able at La Conner Town 
Hall, P.O. Box 400, La 
Conner, WA 98257
Dated this 13th Day of 

November, 2024
/s/____________
Maria DeGoede, Town 

Clerk
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 20, 
2024.

TOWN OF LA 
CONNER

DETERMINATION OF 
NON-SIGNIFICANCE 

(DNS)
Date: November 15, 2024
Application File #: 

L U 2 4 - 4 8 S E PA / U D C 
Update 
Applicant: Town of La 

Conner
Owner: Town of La 

Conner
Town Contact Person: 

Michael Davolio, AICP, 
Planning Director; P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257; 360-466-3125
Project Location: Town of 

La Conner.   
Assessor Tax Parcel: N/A 

effects entire Town 
Project Description: Up-

dates to the Uniform De-
velopment Code Chapter 
15  
Lead Agency: Town of La 

Conner
The lead agency for this 

proposal has determined 
that it does not have a prob-
able significant adverse 
impact on the environment. 
This decision was made 
after review of a complet-
ed environmental checklist 
and other information on 
file with the lead agency, 
and is available to the pub-
lic upon request.
This DNS is issued under 

WAC 197-11-340(2); the 
lead agency will not act on 
this proposal for 14 days 
from the date below.  Com-
ments must be submitted 
by January 28, 2025.
C O N S I S T E N C Y 

OVERVIEW:
Date of Permit Applica-

tion: November 15, 2024
Date of Determination of 

Completeness: November 
15, 2024
Land Use Designation: 

N/A
Public Hearing: January 

28th, 2025, 6:00 pm, Upper 
Maple Center, La Conner, 
WA. 
Environmental Docu-

ments That Evaluate the 
Proposed Project: SEPA 
Checklist dated November 
15, 2024 
The application and ma-

terials submitted by the 
applicant are available for 
review at Town Hall.
If you have any questions 

concerning this project, 
contact Town Hall at (360) 
466-3125 or email plan-
ner@townoflaconner.org. 
Issued: November 15, 

2024
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 20, 
2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00583-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

RANDY J. STEVENS, 
DECEASED

The co-personal repre-
sentatives named below 
have been appointed as 
co-personal representatives 
of this estate. Any person 
having claim against the 
decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be 
barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of lim-
itations, present the claim 
in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to 
the co-personal represen-
tatives or the co-personal 
representatives’ attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the co-personal repre-
sentatives served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 6, 2024
Jake Stevens
C o - P e r s o n a l 

Representative 
Kyle Stevens
C o - P e r s o n a l 

Representative 
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Co-Personal 

Representatives
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 6, 
13, and 20, 2024.

NOTICE: TO ALL 
PERSONS CLAIMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE 

PROPERTY LISTED 
BELOW

The Plaintiff Vernitta 
Lewis is initiating a Quiet 
Title action on the building 
located at 17488 Pioneer 
Parkway, La Conner, WA 
98257.
Quiet Title actions are 

used to determine the own-
ership interests in homes 
and other buildings. The 

Quiet Title will be filed 
in the Swinomish Tribal 
Court.
Any person wishing to as-

sert a right, title, or interest 
in any of the buildings at 
the address listed, should 
contact the Swinomish 
Tribal Court to obtain the 
necessary paperwork to file 
your claim.
Quiet Title Hearing 

Location:
Swinomish Tribal Court
[Social Services Building]
17337 Reservation Road
La Conner, WA 98257
Contact for Quiet Title 

Hearing Schedule:
Blair Page, Swinomish 

Tribal Court Clerk
Phone: 360-466-7217
Email: bpage@swinom-

ish.nsn.us
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 20, 
2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR KING COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF 
JANET F. 

ROSENBERGER,
DECEASED.

CASE NO.: 24-4-07763-1 
KNT

NONPROBATE 
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.42.030)
The notice agent named 

below has elected to give 
notice to creditors of the 
above-named decedent. 
As of the date of the filing 
of a copy of this notice 
with the court, the notice 
agent has no knowledge 
of any other person acting 
as notice agent or of the 
appointment of a personal 
representative of the dece-
dent’s estate in the state of 
Washington. According to 
the records of the court as 
are available on the date of 
the filing of this notice with 
the court, a cause number 
regarding the decedent has 
not been issued to any other 
notice agent and a personal 
representative of the dece-
dent’s estate has not been 
appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the notice agent or the no-
tice agent’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court in which the no-
tice agent’s declaration and 
oath were filed. The claim 
must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty 
days after the notice agent 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice. If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.42.050 and 11.42.060. 
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 

decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

November 13, 2024.
The notice agent declares 

under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the State 
of Washington on October 
31, 2024, that the foregoing 
is true and correct.
Attorney for the Notice 

Agent:
/s/ ____________
Ryan Y Rehberg, WSBA 

#32374
18000 International Blvd, 

Suite 350
SeaTac, WA 98188
Notice Agent:
/s/ ____________
Noelle K. Byfield
13814 Avon Allen Rd
Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 13, 
20, and 27, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00491-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

MICHAEL W. 
LOVERN, DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 13, 2024
Jeff K. Lovern
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
ANDREW C. SCHUH, 

WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 13, 
20, and 27, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR KING COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATES 

OF
DEAN EDWARD 

MILLER 
AND

KAREN L. MILLER
(HUSBAND AND 

WIFE)
DECEASED.

NO 24-4-07131-5 SEA
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Glen R. Clausing has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of these es-
tates.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the undersigned 
at the address stated below 
a copy of the claim and fil-

ing the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.
The claim must be pre-

sented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of this notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 20, 2024.
King County 11-15-24.  
Skagit County 11-20-24.
_/s/__________________
Glen R. Clausing, WSBA 

#5755
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
11225 SE 6th St., Ste 100 
Bellevue, WA 98004-5841
(425) 451-0508
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 20, 
27, and Dec. 4, 2024.

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES

operating budget. 
In a detailed report at Monday 

night’s school board meeting, 
Cram announced the district’s 
K-12 enrollment level – which 
plunged in the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 pandemic – has now 
stabilized above the 460 stu-
dents projected for the 2024-25 
school year. 

Student enrollment drives 
state funding of public school 
districts. 

“We’re making great 
progress,” Cram said. “It has 
enabled us to get out of binding 
conditions.” 

The state Office of Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction sets 
binding conditions to firm up a 
school district’s budget status. 

Monday morning correspon-
dence from OSPI confirmed the 
release from that obligation. 

“It’s remarkable,” said board 

member John Agen, “that this 
much progress has been made in 
such a relatively short time.” 

Cram stressed that the district’s 
improved financial picture has 
not been without costs. 

“This,” he told the board, “has 
come with a tremendous amount 
of sacrifice. We had to make 
drastic cuts in our staff.” 

The positive financial trend 
coincides with the launch of 
the district’s new four-year 
levy election campaign. La 
Conner Schools will place on 
the February 2025 ballot a 
replacement measure seeking 
$1.11 per $1,000 assessed 
property valuation, a rate Cram 
said is second lowest in Skagit 
County to Anacortes. 

“It’s tough to compete with 
Anacortes,” he said, “because 
they have the refineries for their 
tax base.” 

“Other districts ask for a lot 
more,” board President Susie 
Deyo stressed. “It demonstrates 
we’re being very conservative 

and thinking of our community.” 
Cram said the assessment rate 

is designed “so the community 
won’t feel an impact from this.” 

“Hopefully,” added Agen, “the 
public recognizes we are being 
as diligent and frugal as we can 
possibly be.” 

The board accepted donations 
from community groups that 
bolster district programs. 

La Conner Soroptimists 
donated $600 toward purchase 
of  tee-shirts for the campus 
Eagles Club. The Rick Epting 
Foundation presented a $1,000 
check to the elementary school 
earmarked for music appreciation 
and education. 

“I’m quite happy to present 
this $1,000 check so fourth and 
fifth graders can perform with 
the Seattle Symphony,” said 
Ranger Kidwell-Ross of the 
Epting Foundation. 

Elementary music teacher 
Karen Rentko said students 
here are also in line to receive a 
curriculum on the history of jazz 

and swing music. 
Rentko said the Seattle Sym-

phony opportunity, with youths 
invited to play their recorders, is 
invaluable. 

“Kids learn concert etiquette 
and come back and say ‘wow,’” 
she said. “It’s a hands-on, full-
body experience. It allows them 
to see the world outside their 
own little bubble.” 

Kidwell-Ross pointed out 
that playing music helped pay 
for his two college degrees in 
economics. 

“Music,” he said, “has been 
very good to me.” 

Career and Technology Educa-
tion Director Ryan Hiller made a 
presentation on district technol-
ogy needs. He said the district 
typically purchases new laptops 
on a rotating basis for fifth and 
ninth graders but did not buy any 
computers last year. 

Deyo praised Hiller for his 
knack of finding grant resources 
and good prices for technology 
purchases. 

The board also addressed 
the freeway collision last week 
involving the high school girls’ 
soccer team bus, an incident that 
fortunately resulted in no serious 
injuries. 

Cram said the Washington 
State Patrol has determined the 
district was not at fault for the 
wreck and that its inspection 
found no mechanical issues 
with the bus, one of its newer 
vehicles, with just 17,000 miles 
logged. 

The bus, he said, has been to-
taled and it might be two months 
to get it replaced.

Deyo thanked staff for how 
well they responded, including 
making the counseling t eam 
available to the soccer team 
upon its return on a North Shore 
School District bus. 

Deyo closed the 90-minute 
meeting by inviting the com-
munity to join a Dec. 5 (3-4:30 
p.m.) Zoom session addressing 
public education funding with 
state lawmakers. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HEADS UP
Kiwanis Annual Holiday Craft 
Show 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 7, Maple Hall, 104 
Commercial St., La Conner. 
Christmas shop with locals. Or-
naments, bags, stickers, jewelry, 
tablecloths, toys, cards, wall 
art, cookies and pies for sale. 
Come early for the Rotary Club 
Santa Breakfast and stop by the 
vendors on your way out.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
•	 Tech Help Mondays, 3-5 p.m. 

Get 30 minutes of one-on-one 
technical help. Must register.

•	 Computer Basics, 6-7 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 15. Basic class 
teaching computer operation 
and file management.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
New location: 208 W. Kincaid St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov/175/Library. 
•	 Virtual Storytime to Go: 9 a.m. 

Saturdays.
•	 Virtual Bilingual Storytime: 9 

a.m. Sundays.
•	 Read Harder Book Club, 

noon-1 p.m. second Tuesdays.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, cityofanacortes.org/220/
Library.
•	 Family Storytime, 10 a.m. 

Fridays. For ages birth to 5, 
siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

•	 Teen Creative Writing, 2-3 
p.m. Wednesdays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Fridays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Wednesdays of Wonder, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays. 
Arts and crafts for school-aged 
children.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Exhibits through Jan. 12:
•	 Peter Millett: Built Forms is the 

first major institutional survey 
of the Seattle artist’s work.

•	 At the Seam: MoNA’s Perma-
nent Collection is an engage-
ment with the collection. 

•	 Outside In Gallery, Creative 
Response to Trauma: A Com-
munity Response. See art and 
writing created by survivors of 
traumas.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit through March 2:
•	 “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-

deo Bullfighter’ and the History 
of Rodeo in Skagit County.” 

Pacific Northwest Quilt & 
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S. 
Second St., La Conner. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
•	 Samplers from Seattle: Con-

temporary Needlework by Elly 
Smith, through Dec. 1.

•	 2024 International Quilt & 
Fiber Art Festival Winners, 
through Dec. 22.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer 
and donation opportunities at 
skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313. Public is 
welcome.

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism, 8:15 a.m. 
Mondays, 503 Morris St., La 
Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 360-
228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Restful Dementia Relief Ses-
sions, 11 a.m. Mondays at La 
Conner United Methodist Church, 
601 S. Second St. This is a 
therapeutic group for relaxation, 
cognitive improvement and joy. 
Free-will offering. Caregivers, 
please accompany those with 
dementia. More info: 206-939-
2124.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third 
Tuesdays in the library, 520 
Morris St., La Conner. 

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. For current agenda go to 
www.townoflaconner.org.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
Restaurant.

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
in advance! Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

You make this with 
a homemade roux in-
stead of canned soup. 
It requires several 
pots and pans. Take 
your time. 

Ingredients
•	 Elbow macaroni, 2 

cups
•	 Water, 1 quart
•	 Salt, dash or two
•	 Olive oil,1 table-

spoon
•	 Rotisserie chicken, 

1 cup shredded
•	 Onion, 1/3 cup 

chopped
•	 Celery, 1/2 cup 

chopped
•	 Butter, 2 table-

spoons
•	 Flour, 1/4 cup
•	 Milk,1/4 cup
•	 Cream, 1/2 cup
•	 Parmesan cheese, 

1/3 cup
•	 Cheddar cheese, 1 

cup grated

Preparation 
Add water to large 

pot with 1/4 teaspoon 

of olive oil and salt. As 
it heats to boiling, pre-
pare onion and celery. 
Add remaining oil to 
saute pan and heat. 
Add onion and celery, 
cook until soft. Add 
chicken. Stir and turn 
off heat. When water 
boils, add macaroni. 
Stir frequently. In me-
dium saucepan over 
low heat, add butter 
and melt. Use a wood 
spoon to stir flour into 
thick paste, then use 
whisk to blend milk, 
then cream, into roux. 
Add half Parmesan 
cheese, cook 2 min-
utes. Check macaroni. 
Al dente is best. Drain. 
Butter large casserole 
dish. Add macaroni 
then mix in roux. Add 
remaining Parmesan, 
half Cheddar cheese, 
onion, celery and 
chicken. Mix well, top 
with remaining Ched-
dar cheese. Cover and 
bake for 30 minutes at 
350 degrees. 

Chicken casserole
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Thank You! to Ken Stern, owner/editor/publisher of this 
“Independent Hometown Award-Winning Newspaper,” 

The La Conner Weekly News, for providing our community-
based free press since 2017. The community’s financial 

commitment is now needed to transition the 
paper past Ken’s upcoming retirement. 

“A free press can, of course, be both good 
and bad, but, most certainly, without freedom, 
the press will never be anything but bad.” 
                                                          – Albert Camus

“I sure hope we can 
keep the newspaper in town . . .”

Pledges and financial contributions please to:
La Conner Community News 

PO Box 1195 PMB10 
La Conner WA 98257

Email: LaConnerCommunityNews@gmail.com

Let’s Keep it Going!

By Bill Reynolds

The largest ugly sweater party 
in Skagit County was an evening 
of substance over style.

About 200 people proudly 
donning garish holiday sweaters 
attended, officially designated the 
2024 Anacortes Salvation Army 
Red Kettle Kickoff Program, at 
the Swinomish Casino & Lodge 
on Nov. 9.

Because the Anacortes 
Salvation Army service area 
covers La Conner, local donors 
in attendance included Mayor 
Marna Hanneman and her 
husband, Leroy, and Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community civic 
leader Janie Beasley. County 
Commissioner Peter Browning 
also participated, seeking out 
Beasley and the Hannemans to 
express holiday wishes.

Beasley, who serves on the 
Anacortes Salvation Army 
Advisory Committee, was a 
table sponsor for the two-hour 
fundraiser and program, which 
included a silent auction, report 
on services from Lieutenants 
Brett and LaShan Harrison, 
buffet dinner and “dessert dash” 
and the ugly sweater contest.

None of the local donors won 
ugly sweater honors, though 
Leroy Hanneman received sev-
eral compliments for his bright 
Seahawk green and blue attire.

“My son gave it to me, so 
that I’d have something to wear 
here tonight,” he graciously 
explained.

The Salvation Army has been 
in Anacortes since 1905. It’s an 
evangelical arm of the universal 
Christian Church. Its biblical 

message, ministry and mission 
preaches the gospel and meets 
human needs without discrimi-
nation.

Perhaps best known for its hol-
iday bellringers and thrift stores, 
the Salvation Army aided over 
17,000 people in the Skagit Valley 
and San Juan Islands last year. 
The Harrisons said the Anacortes 
Corps provides a food pantry, 
back-to-school and Christmas 
gift assistance to children, an 
after-school program for students 
with disabilities, life skills for 
disabled adults and youth summer 
camp opportunities. 

Reliant upon local funding 
support, the Salvation Army here 
stretches its resources as best it 
can, maintaining a network of 
support and spiritual guidance, 
the Harrisons said.

“We provide hope when 
there’s little or no hope,” said 
Brett Harrison. “We provide a 
hand up, not a handout. We sit in 
the trenches with people in the 
worst times of their lives. And 
we pray a lot.”

LaShan Harrison said the 
Anacortes Corps “helps break 
generational poverty” and 
“provides tools for people to pull 
themselves out of dark places.”

Brett Harrison lamented that 
the Anacortes Salvation Army 
ran a significant budget deficit 
last year, forcing it to make 
“heartbreaking” reductions in 
services.

The Harrisons asked people to 
support Salvation Army with an 
online donation or contribution 
to its famous red kettles staffed 
by bellringers between now and 
Christmas.

Salvation Army fundraiser 
draws turnout of support

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS — Janie Beasley, Mayor Marna Hanneman 
and Leroy Hanneman represented the La Conner and Swinomish 
communities at the Anacortes Salvation Army’s second annual Red 
Kettle Kickoff fundraiser at the Swinomish Casino & Lodge Nov. 9. The 
event included an ugly sweater contest. Nearly $60,000 was raised for 
the Corps local service programs.� — Photo by Karla Reynolds

POLICE BLOTTER

Supporting women artists and women’s causes
Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024
10 am - 4 pm
At Skagit Valley College 
Knutzen Cardinal Center
2405 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon

SVC provides a drug-free environment and does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color religion national orgin, sex gender identity, sexual orentation, maritial stusius, or 
in its programs and employment.

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

619 South 1st Street, La Conner,WA   360-466-4808

20% OFF 
Nov. 22nd - Dec.1st

ALMOST READY TO GO INTO THE WATER – Last Thursday the MV Karl departed La Conner’s Mavrik 
Marine shipyard, where it was built, and was barged to Anacortes’ Dakota Creek Industries, where it will be 
placed in the water. After local sea trials, and with cooperative weather, it will sail to San Francisco by the 
end of the year. This third of four Mavrik-built ferries will join the Water Emergency Transportation Authority 
Bay Area passenger ferry fleet.� – Photo by Ken Stern

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Monday, Nov. 11
12:36 p.m.: Just hang up – 
Caller reported a computer scam 
where someone was threatening 
him with the release of private 
information if he did not pay. This 
is a common scam and the caller 
was advised to block the email 
and not respond. Beaver Marsh 
Road, greater La Conner.

Thursday, Nov. 14
9:20 a.m.: Tractor pull – Report 
of a vehicle stuck in the mud 
by the La Conner roundabout. 
A deputy arrived and found the 
subject had been turning around 
at a local farm and got stuck. 
The farmer was able to pull them 
out without incident. La Conner 
Whitney Road, La Conner.

Friday, Nov. 15
9:27 a.m.: Killer dog – Caller 
wanting to speak with animal 
control about a neighbor’s dog 
that is aggressive. The dog has 
attacked other dogs and killed 
the caller’s chickens. Animal 
control is currently investigating 
the issue. Young Road, greater 
La Conner. 

ONLINE GO 
TO:

www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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