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Welcome back, Braves

By Bill Reynolds

The first day of school in La Conner 
was in the bag.

La Conner Middle and High School 
students received something new 
during this year’s back-to-school 
routine. Staff distributed magnetized 
Yondr bags into which students place 
and lock their cell phones during 
the school day. They can unlock the 
pouches to access phones when school 
lets out.

Yondr marks the start of a project 
designed to increase academic en-
gagement and eliminate distractions in 
classrooms.

By establishing a cell-phone-free 
zone, La Conner is at the forefront of a 
national movement.

“This program is being used in 
schools all over the country,” La 
Conner Middle & High School 
Principal Christine Tripp told sixth 
graders Thursday morning. “I found 
out about this program from a princi-
pal in North Dakota.”

The program is so novel that it 
was featured over the weekend on 
network newscasts that noted how it 
is being employed this year in some 
of America’s largest school districts. 
La Conner is believed to be the first 
Skagit County district to use Yondr 
pouches.

Tripp said their use is becoming 
more common in settings such as com-
edy clubs and concerts.

“They’re really easy to use,” Tripp 
told students. “Even adults can do it.”

Student input was sought throughout 
the 30-minute demonstration. One 
sixth grader said she doesn’t have a 
phone, but she got a Yonder pouch 
anyway. It can hold other valuables, 
she was told.

A few moments later a classmate 
raised her hand.

“The only reason I have a phone is 
so I can call my parents in case of a 
shooting,” she told Tripp.

Tripp said staff would go over emer-
gency communication procedures later 

in the week.
Students were asked to sign con-

tracts accepting the conditions for 
Yondr use.

“These are like textbooks,” Tripp 
said. “You check them out now and 
return them at the end of the year.”

Daily use of Yondr pouches is 
intended to curb student overuse and 
misuse of cell phones.

“It’s a tool to help teach students 
how be good digital citizens,” said 
Tripp, who asked the sixth graders if 
they were aware of the expression “all 
things in moderation.”

“It means that we should create 
balance in our lives,” she said.

Before entering school buildings last 
Wednesday morning for the first day 
of classes, students were greeted by 
interim Superintendent David Cram, 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
Beth Clothier, Executive Assistant 
to the Superintendent Cherri Kahns, 
school board members and district 
administrators, and Swinomish Tribal 
Senate Chair Steve Edwards, among 
others.

The vibe was positive and upbeat.
“I’m really excited about the school 

year,” Tripp said. “I’m looking for-
ward to a great year.”

The tone was set the day before, 

GETTING THEM GOING FROM DAY ONE – Swinomish Tribal Senate Chair Steve Edwards, center, greeted La Conner stu-
dents on their first day of school Sept. 4. So did Superintendent Dave Cram, far right. � – Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Bill Reynolds

Jerry George put on his hardhat 
Sunday and went to work helping 
neighbors prepare for natural disasters 
or emergency situations that could 
strike La Conner. 

The town’s emergency management 
commission chair joined north end 
residents at the Matthews North Third 
Street home for a 75-minute session on 
neighborhood mapping – the process 
of establishing a set of steps enhancing 
emergency preparedness. 

Leslie Smith led the meeting. 
She lives on Center Street with her 
husband, William. Their home was 
threatened by the June 19 house fire 
behind them.

She had the group list specific skills 
and resources they can employ in an 
emergency. “As individuals,” Smith 
asked, “what can we do to help if 
disaster strikes?” 

As an example, the Smiths own a 
business with a couple trucks they 
could provide if needed, she said. Jim 
Matthews offered a 12-foot aluminum 
boat for a flood. 

William Smith, citing the Dec. 27, 
2022 Swinomish Channel flood that 
caused nearly $2 million in property 
damage, spoke to the value of neigh-
borhood mapping. 

“When we had the flood,” he 
recalled, “the residents responded but 
there was no plan.” 

Smith said people were spurred to 

action not knowing what was happen-
ing a couple of blocks away. 

Attendees, representing a 29-house-
hold area, remembered that Gary 
Nelson labored to clear drains during 
the flooding. 

“Gary Nelson, who’s lived here 
forever,” said Mollie Rights, “said 
he’d never seen anything like that here 
before.” 

George shared a brief history of 
the origin of neighborhood mapping, 
which dates to a devastating wildfire 
that struck Oakland, California in the 
1990s. 

“Following the fire,” said George, 
“Oakland organized itself by mapping 

Third Street neighbors start emergency mapping planning

BEING PREPARED IS AN A-OK PLAN – Jerry George 
promoted the simple tool of a two-sided sign to place 
in the window after a disaster has happened. Side 
two reads “HELP.” George lives within this North Third 
Street neighborhood mapping group’s  boundaries. 

– Photo by Bill Reynolds

Big change: Students must lock 
up cell phones during school day

TUCKING PHONES IN FOR THE DAY 
– This Yondr base and pouches wait for 
La Conner middle school students to 
store their phones in at the start of each 
school day.            – Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Bill Reynolds

Tom Beckwith is the man with a plan that will be 
finalized by the end of the year.

Beckwith’s firm was hired to develop a revital-
ization plan for the town’s formerly bustling south 
end industrial area by the Town of La Conner. He 
intends to draw heavily upon public input, he told 
the planning commission at its Sept. 3 meeting.

Beckwith outlined the process his team will fol-
low this fall. There will be public review sessions 
and meetings with the town’s advisory commis-
sions and workshops with the town council and 
planning commission.

“We want to hear from all stakeholders,” said 
Beckwith, stressing that his group will explore 
affordable housing options in the nearly 4-acre 
area which formerly supported industrial ventures 
such as the Moore-Clark Company. Except for the 
town’s pump station on Caledonia Street, most of 
the property is owned by Triton America LLC.

“We do want to look at affordable housing,” 
Beckwith said. “That’s a key component.”

He said the property’s owners have expressed 
interest in the study. That news was well received.

Built before the turn of the 20th century, the 
vacant warehouse has become a public safety issue 
as it deteriorates. 

Concerned by potential danger to those who 
might walk or bike past it, town staff installed 
fencing that blocks access to the waterfront at 
Caledonia Street. Beckwith said the town’s goal of 
extending South First Street to Caledonia will be a 
factor in the planning. 

In response to a question from Commissioner 

Consultant outlines 
plan for south end

(continued on page 8)

By Anne Basye

“They are coming out of the woodwork,” said 
Senior Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Will 
Honea during a public hearing of the Skagit County 
Board of Commissioners on Monday. 

He was talking about people proposing “creative 
new arguments” for locating businesses that are 
not ag-related on land zoned Agricultural-Natural 
Resources Land. 

Honea’s remarks came before the microphone 
was turned over to residents with comments or 
questions about the six-month moratorium on new 
event venues on Ag-NRL land. 

The moratorium, imposed in January, was 
aimed at those in the woodwork – people seeking 
permit applications for new venues that would 
offer weddings, concerts and retail fairs and other 
regular, ongoing events on Ag-NRL land. It also 
created a pathway for a dozen or existing venues on 
farmland to work with the county on a Voluntary 
Compliance Agreement that might bring them into 
compliance with Skagit County code. 

Documents needed for the VCA include a written 
description of the activity, including hours of oper-
ation, buildings used, water source, food prepara-
tion, sanitation facilities, safety plan and parking. 

County gives 
agritourism a 
way to comply
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State of the schools — 

– Ken Stern
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What our schools need Our homeland  
at risk from lies

I can recommend two books: 
The Bible and “The Anti-
Communist Manifesto” by 
Jesse Kelly. 

Because our homeland is 
in such crises, it is difficult to 
know how to briefly say what is 
in my head and heart.

So, just this: Truth is under 
attack. Deception is the name 
of the game today. Lies are 
repeated and repeated and 
many Americans are deceived 
by those who are working to 
change, destroy this constitu-
tional republic.

If we can’t discern truth from 
lies, we are easily deceived.

Also, platforms are available 
for us to read. What does 
the Republican party stand 
for TODAY? What does the 
Democrat party stand for 
TODAY?

I have words written along-
side Genesis 12:3 about Israel: 
I will bless those who bless 
you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through 
you.” The words: “Pay atten-
tion, U.S.A.!”

And finally, the God of 
Creation believes in borders. 
Deuteronomy 32:8: “The Most 
High God gave the nations their 
lands. He divided up the human 
race. He set up borders for the 
nations. He did it based on the 
number of the sons of Israel.”

So much more, so much 
more. I pray. I stand for the 
Judeo-Christian values upon 
which our nation was founded.

Nancy Burlison
Shelter Bay

Read at Sept. 10 
council meeting
Town Council of La Conner:

Regarding my 18’ artisan 
fence donation, accepted by the 
Town Arts Commission Sept. 
3, 2022 for installation in the 
Butterfly Garden adjoining 
the Civic Garden Club, South 
Second Street:

1. After thirteen contractors 
quickly or lengthily turned 
down the project, many no with 
reason given. 

2. Note: I am paying for the 
total installation which Public 

Works Director Brian Lease 
advised, “would be not more 
than $15,000.” (I’ll pay more if 
needed). 

3. Director Lease said his 
crew is capable of doing the 
work only if time is available. 

4. March, 2025, would be 
ideal timing, prior to April’s 
influx for the Tulip Festival. 

5. President of Civic Garden 
Club, Kim Good-Rubenstein, 
has spent time at the site with 
contractors and me to help 
expedite installation and agrees 
with Director Lease on place-
ment of the 18’. John Leaver 
has also helped. 

6. All parties agree: GOOD 
FOR THE TOWN. 

7. Now, I request your 
esteemed fixed time placement 
on a specific schedule. The 
Civic Garden Club cannot 
be leased on the weekend 
before the week of foundation 
installation and the week 
of structure assembly and 
installation. 

NOTE: Director Lease would 
advise the number of days 
needed in week one (perhaps 
three) and week two (also 
three: contractors’ estimates 
varied). 

Thank you for your timely 
action to make this actually 
benefit the town. 

Respectfully, 
Jean Wharton
La Conner

Browning backed 
new communities

Just a couple of weeks before 
the primary election County 
Commissioner Peter Brown-
ing had a letter in the Skagit 
Valley Herald complaining he 
had been unfairly described 
as supporting Fully Contained 
Communities.

Anyone who followed 
the Board of County 
Commissioners’ 2021 
consideration of a 
comprehensive plan amendment 
to allow FCCs in Skagit County 
knows Browning was indeed a 
supporter.

Browning spoke in favor of 
FCCs at commissioner meet-
ings on April 28 and May 11, 
2021. At that second meeting, 
he offered the motion to estab-
lish the 2021 comprehensive 
plan docket, including policies 

to allow FCCs and all three 
commissioners voted in favor.

They took this action despite 
overwhelming public comment 
opposing FCCs, which are 
effectively new cities plopped 
into a rural area. Opponents 
argued that FCCs are a form of 
rural sprawl, introduce large 
amounts of traffic into the rural 
area, make it harder to farm 
surrounding agricultural lands, 
increase taxes for existing 
property owners to fund new 
infrastructure and don’t actual-
ly provide affordable housing.

Browning and the other two 
commissioners ignored these 
concerns.

It was only after several city 
councils adopted resolutions 
condemning the commission-
ers’ action on FCCs that the 
commissioners voted, on Jan. 
20, 2022, to remove the FCC 
proposal from the 2021 docket. 
Those resolutions said FCCs 
can only be considered with the 
agreement of the cities through 
the GMA Steering Committee 
and the cities had repeatedly 
said no.

It would be one thing for 
Browning to argue he had 
supported FCCs, but after 
widespread public outcry and 
objections from several city 
councils he changed his mind. 
It seems that to suggest he 
has never supported FCCs is 
simply a feeble effort to rewrite 
history.

Eric Hall
Mount Vernon

Send Growlers  
off to California

A recent federal court ruling 
suggests sending at least some 
of the NAS Whidbey Growlers 
to NAF El Centro. Yes! Send 
‘em south to California, where 
they can deafen and intimidate 
the immigrant hordes trying to 
scale the wall. Ha! 

The Navy rebuts with, “But 
it will cost $800 million.” Take 
it out of the $38 BILLION we 
have promised to Israel in the 
next 10 years that will be large-
ly used in their unconscionable 
attack on Palestine.

If interested in this issue, 
check out recent articles in Task 
& Purpose and Simple Flying.

Jai Boreen 
La Conner

Enrollment in the La Conner School District is shrinking while 
costs continue to rise. Administrators need to be jugglers and magi-
cians, both. They are. 

A year after climbing out of a hole from having spent too much and 
thus having too little set aside for reserves – and the resulting state 
oversight that brought – the district is in good financial shape even 
with the related dilemmas of fewer students and the corresponding 
fewer state dollars. While it is little comfort to know most school 
systems in the state are in similar straits, it indicates that the struggles 
are not unique and the solution lies in the collective action of pressing 
the case with our state legislators and securing more funding. 

Though it is true that high housing costs and the coronavirus pan-
demic are parental and community pressures contributing to reduced 
student populations, they are universal factors. Everyone shares these 
difficulties, nationally as well as statewide. 

Similarly, rising costs, underfunding and many increased, imposed 
responsibilities are common statewide.

Studies and reports from Washington organizations, the League of 
Education Voters and the Washington Association of School Adminis-
trators among them, all come to similar conclusions. The news group, 
the Washington State Standard, has offered in depth reporting, making 
the same analysis. 

First, inflation is real, whether it is a carton of milk, the rise in 
diesel fuel or staff salaries.

Second and third are the level of special education and mental 
health needs and insufficient state dollars to fully cover these needed 
programs.

The school administrators association says the core issue is “restore 
the state’s investment in K-12 education and align state resources 
with the actual needs and expenses of school districts.”

In 2012 the Washington state Supreme Court decided the McCleary 
case, ruling that the state was not meeting its constitutional mandate 
to fund public education. 

Our state’s constitution reads: “It is the paramount duty of the state 
to make ample provision for the education of all children residing 
within its borders, without distinction or preference on account of 
race, color, caste or sex.”

Society looks to – and has pushed – schools taking on more and 
more responsibilities that are core, necessary educational functions. 
Funding has not followed the programs imposed.

Our legislators create the state budget and make funding decisions. 
Residents, as voters, elect legislators. Responsible voters will support 
candidates following the state’s constitutional duty to fully fund basic 
K-12 education. Operating costs, special education and mental health 
needs are not add-ons but core fundamentals for both students and 
staff. 

These needed investments in schools is critical to every citizen in 
our society. Our students’ futures are inextricably linked to all of our 
health, economic, mental and physical wellbeing. If we continue to 
shortchange our kids, we diminish the lives of everyone in the com-
munity.

The Washington Association of School Administrators long term 
solution: “Reexamine the McCleary ‘Solution’ to fix some of the 
structural issues and develop a school funding mechanism that rec-
ognizes the unique needs and differences of Washington’s 295 school 
districts. One size does not fit all.

“The underfunding of education through an insufficient funding 
model is hurting our schools, our students, our communities, and 
ultimately our state’s future.”

Students need us now but in the long run the future is in their 
hands. Best that we prepare them for it, for our own good.

The La Conner School Board 
is feeling energized with a pos-
itive outlook as we start a new 
school year. Over the summer, 
we worked with interim Superin-
tendent Dave Cram and Director 
of Teaching and Learning Beth 
Clothier, to align our strategic di-
rection and decisions to support 
our staff and students. Open and 
trusting communication is key as 
we collaborate on new programs 
and district improvements to 
bring fresh ideas to the La Con-
ner School District.

Our financial position is 
on track to meet the Office 
of Superintendent for Public 
Instruction state requirements 
and school board policy with a 
positive reserve for emergencies. 
Our administration staff is now 
aligned with our school size, 
reducing staff from six to two-
and-a-half administrators. This 
focuses our funding on teachers, 
programs and support staff to 

ensure our students are success-
ful in the classroom. This year is 
the four-year cycle for a replace-
ment school education, program 
and operational levy, which we 
intend to put forward for our 
community support in February.

You may think with a transi-
tion year, the administration team 
would shy away from tough, 
big decisions. Instead, they are 
making strategic decisions to im-
prove the academic performance 
and social emotional learning 
of our students. This includes im-
plementing a cell phone-free pol-
icy during school hours, offering 
alternative learning experiences 
and focusing on special services 
for students. Our enrollment con-
tinues to be impacted by lower 
incoming kindergarten students 
compared to outgoing graduating 
seniors. However, we are seeing 
improvements as we have two 
kindergarten classrooms this 
year. 

As a board, we meet weekly 
with the superintendent, hold 
monthly board meetings and 
study sessions and have quar-
terly listening sessions with our 
staff, as well as two listening 
sessions with secondary students. 
Additionally, we are working to 
strengthen our relationship with 
the Swinomish Tribal leadership 
team and provide opportunities 
for community leaders to engage 
with our school district. We 
were excited to be on campus 
to welcome students back to 
school, with Swinomish Senate 
Chair Edwards joining us. We 
will be organizing some informal 
community meetings and you 
are always welcome to attend a 
board meeting. 

Be Brave, Be Kind, 
Susie Deyo, Kim Pedroza, 

Alana Quintasket, John Agen, JJ 
Wilbur 

La Conner School Board

La Conner board back to school message

Remembering Sept. 11, 2001
“For me and my family 

personally, September 11 was 
a reminder that life is fleeting, 
impermanent, and uncertain. 
Therefore, we must make use 

of every moment and nurture 
it with affection, tenderness, 
beauty, creativity, and laugh-
ter.” 

— Deepak Chopra
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Skagit Valley
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at

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA 

ChristiansonsNursery.com

Open Daily to Everyone  •  Downtown Mt. Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
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OBITUARY

Douglas Shannon Snider
1944-2024

It is with heavy hearts that we 
share that, on Thursday, Aug. 1, 
2024, Douglas Shannon “Doug” 
Snider passed away at the age of 
79 while boating with his wife. 

Doug was 
born on Oct. 
27, 1944, 
in Colora-
do Springs, 
Colo., to John 
and Elsie 
Snider. The 
family moved 
to Medford, 
Ore., a year 
later. After 
graduating 
from Saint Mary’s School, 
he attended the University of 
Notre Dame where he received 
a degree in architecture. Shortly 
afterwards, he entered the Navy 
where he spent the next four 
years. 

During this time, he met 
Patti and the two dated for the 
five years during which he 
was deployed to Adak, Alaska, 
Vietnam and the Philippines. 
When he left the Navy, he 
moved to Italy for 6 months 
where he worked as an architec-
ture apprentice in both Alba and 
Torino. Patti and Doug parted 
ways shortly after he returned to 
Medford from Italy and began 
his career as an architect.

Doug met and married his first 
wife, Carol, in 1973. Doug and 
Carol had three sons and two 
grandsons. Doug’s practice as 
an architect primarily focused 
on designing hospital facilities 
and schools. The Francis Cheney 
Family Place (Medford) and the 
Mario Pastega House (Corvallis), 
both provide home-like settings 
for families to live while their 
loved ones receive long-term 
and specialized care at adjacent 
hospitals. Doug also designed 
the Smullin Health Education 
Center at Asante Rogue 
Regional Medical Center, and 
two Medford schools: Abraham 
Lincoln Elementary and the 
high school expansion at Saint 
Mary’s School. All of these 
designs are testament to Doug’s 
desire to enhance the spaces in 
which educators from all sectors 
can better engage with their 
community.

As a father, Doug taught his 
sons to be strong, curious and 
capable individuals. He spent 
many summers with his family 
at Howard Prairie wandering 
the shores for arrowheads and 
sowing reverence for nature into 

his sons. Beyond immediate 
family, he continued to build the 
sister city relationship between 
Alba, Italy, and Medford, Ore., a 
sister-city connection his father 
John first established 63 years 
ago while mayor of Medford. 
Doug’s appreciation for Italian 
culture, unique ability to speak 
the language fluently, and love 
for the friends he made through-
out his 10 visits to Alba helped 
foster relationships which will 
long continue.

In 2014, the mother of Doug’s 
children and his first wife, Carol, 
passed away unexpectedly. 
During the difficult time that 
followed, Doug reconnected with 
a familiar voice from the past 
who had once shared his heart, 
Patti. They rekindled the rela-
tionship from many years before 
and found themselves in love. In 
2016, Doug moved to La Conner, 
where the two married and 
embarked on a new life journey 
together. 

Doug and Patti bought their 
first boat a few days after their 
wedding and began exploring the 
San Juan Islands together. After 
an automobile accident resulted 
in loss of most of the function of 
Patti’s right hand, they sold their 
first boat and began designing 
a more accessible boat that the 
two could use for decades. To 
commemorate the city in which 
half his heart lived, they named 
the boat Alba Bella. Doug and 
Patti spent the next two years 
traveling on expeditions through 
the San Juans with the Shelter 
Bay Yacht Club, a group in 
which Doug played a critical role 
in helping organize.

Doug died while doing what 
he loved – boating – with who 
he loved – Patti. He touched the 
lives of so many people over the 
years: as a father, husband, archi-
tect and community member. He 
will be sorely missed by all of us. 

Doug is preceded in death by 
his first wife, Carol (Heuners) 
Snider, and his son, Todd Snider. 
He is survived by his second 
wife, Patricia (Elston) Snider, 
his sons Ryan Snider (Jaime) 
and Sean Snider (Alayna), and 
his grandsons Zachary Snider 
and Josh Snider. He is also 
survived by his brother John 
Snider (Candy), sister Mary 
Ann Edelstein (Dan), and Italian 
brother Giuseppe “Pino” Dutto. 

A Celebration of Life for 
Doug will be held at the Shelter 
Bay Clubhouse at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 5. To share a 
memory of Doug, visit www.
kernfuneralhome.com/obituaries/

Doug Snider

Are you or your loved one 
considering help with 

navigating every day life? 
I can help! 

In Home Caregiver

• Personal care
• Transportation
• Grocery shopping
• Light housekeeping
• Meal prep
• Med management

You can reach me at 
360-421-3919

Experience with compassion. 

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

By Ken Stern

At Saturday’s Meet the 
Mayor session at the La Conner 
Swinomish Library, Mayor 
Marna Hanneman ended the 
hour upbeat, telling the seven 
assembled they were awesome 
and that she was encouraged. “I 
keep saying it takes a village,” 
she said, suggesting, “let’s take 
it on the road,” to Shelter Bay 
and other communities, in a 
collaborative effort to tackle 
greater La Conner’s problems. 

And while she noted, “It’s all 
of us, farmers, merchants, the 
Tribe, Shelter Bay,” everyone at 
the table had faithfully attended 
most of these near monthly 
meetings since Hanneman began 
them in February.

Questions and topics were 
wide ranging for the voice-your-
concerns open agenda potpouri.

Resident Leslie Smith’s early 
question was about the possible 
level of PFAs (per- and polyfluo-
roalkyl substances) in the town’s 
compost, whose source material 
is treated wastewater sludge. A 
recent New York Times article 
highlighted the problem of low 
levels of these cancer causing 
chemicals in wastewater nation-
ally. Laboratory testing is neces-
sary to measure PFAs presence. 

Concern for the future oper-
ation of La Conner’s Sunrise 
Foodbank was expressed if the 
Masonic Lodge building it oper-
ates from sells.

Channel Drive resident Susan 
Macek asked for an update on 
the Port of Skagit’s development 
plans for the La Conner Marina. 
In May 2022 the Port made a 
public presentation to the town’s 
council and planning commis-

sion. 
Town Administrator Scott 

Thomas responded work was 
ongoing but not in public view. 
He thought some administrative 
staffing changes might cause a 
delay. He reiterated that develop-
ing workforce housing is critical 
to supporting marina employers’ 
staffing needs.

Hanneman expressed the 
town’s biggest concern there: 
increased traffic on North Third 
Street, now the only route.

The port is stretched thin, she 
noted, with projects at the former 
Northern State Hospital and the 
Burlington airport. Funding for a 
fireboat is her first ask, she said.

Dave Buchan, also of Channel 
Drive, asked about the south 
end planning project around the 
former Moore Clark property and 
expressed his hope for housing, 
calling it a prime location and 
underutilized space. The retired 
Seattle planner asked about mod-
ifying the area’s zoning.

Hanneman praised planning 
consultant Tom Beckwith and 
shared that she and town staff 
had recently assessed the prop-
erty with him, an architect and a 
structural engineer.

The experts suggested “amaz-
ing things” can be done with 
salvaging structural timber in 
the all-but condemned building. 
Critically, the building’s own-
er is more interested in flying 
airplanes, his daughter has told 
the town.

The consultant’s report will be 
done at year’s end.

Zoning changes can take place 
in 2025 after the town’s updated 
comprehensive plan is approved 
next June, Thomas said. “The 
time is now to make comments,” 

he emphasized.
Extending First Street to 

Caledonia Street and the 
boardwalk to Waterfront Park are 
on planning lists but completing 
each will be complex.

Hanneman volunteered that 
she hears people love La Conner 
but does not hear a specific 
answer of what they love. “I feel 
we’re missing a specific iden-
tify,” she lamented, suggesting 
Leavenworth, which created 
a Bavarian theme. She called 
La Conner “a diamond in the 
rough.” Someone responded, 
“Get on it.”

The mayor also reported on 
her meetings with the Shelter 
Bay Community board of 
directors, Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community Senate Chair 
Steve Edwards and pre-school 
opening events she attended for 
the La Conner School District.

Her school report was positive. 
She said students and staff are 
excited and she was enthused 
that there are 15 new babies in 
the preschool’s Baby and Me 
parenting class. 

School property north of cam-
pus buildings has the possibility 
of housing for staff that cannot 
afford living locally, she said, 
more as an idea than a plan.

More troubling is the long 
term decision on keeping the 
high school open.

With South First Street becom-
ing one way Oct.9, the mayor 
expressed hope people will pass 
the word on social media.

Other topics brought up 
were downtown planning, 
including the former Lighthouse 
Restaurant and Italian restaurant 

By Ken Stern

Just like last year. The $60,800 
in August sales tax revenue 
reported to the Town of La 
Conner by the state’s Department 
of Revenue is $20 below 2023’s 
collection. The eight month total 
is 67% of the budget’s projec-
tions, on target, with the next 
two months the highest grossing 
every year.

The $6,070 collected for the 
special use fire tax tops 2023 by 
six dollars. It will exceed its rev-
enue estimate, standing at 81% 
with four months remaining. 

More visitors are staying over. 
The $22,440 hotel motel tax total 

is an August record, 13% above 
last year’s previous high. That 
fund, too, most likely will exceed 
its annual forecast.

Property and REET (Real 
Estate Excise Taxes) taxes 
need fall payments to get a 
full perspective. The $1,530 
for the former is below annual 
projections while the $3,105 total 
for REET puts that budget at 
114% of its forecast total.

The largest revenue producers, 
the four water and wastewater 
funds, totaled $228,218 in 
August, led by $136,725 in water 
collections. The bulk of other 

income came from compost fees 
and sales, $115,389.

Overall, revenues are at 55% 
at the two-thirds year mark. Ex-
penditures stand at 40%. Unless 
there are large street project 
expenses coming, the budget will 
again end in the black.

The sales tax totals are based 
on June collection from town 
stores and online purchases 
delivered to La Conner 
addresses and reported to town 
council from the Department of 
Revenue.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal 
year.

Same few hear mayor’s challenges

Town’s sales tax revenues are good enough

(continued on page 8)
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www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

2600 Cedardale Rd,
 Mount Vernon 360-424-4548soundcedar.com

By Bill Reynolds

It was great weather for soccer 
at Whittaker Field last Thursday.

Unfortunately, the host La 
Conner Braves couldn’t weather 
the crisp passing and relentless 
attacks of Sea-Tac B power 
Auburn Adventist.

The Falcons, coming off a 
2023 campaign that saw them 
qualify for the state playoffs, 
posted a tidy 3-1 non-league 
triumph over La Conner before 
a large crowd that basked in 
sunshine and warm weather 
while taking in an often-physical 
match.

Collisions and contact were 
frequent as players contested for 
field position and possession of 
the ball throughout.

Auburn scored early and held 
its 1-0 lead during a first half that 
was otherwise played on equal 

terms. 
La Conner goalkeeper Tyler 

Cicotte blocked several Falcon 
shots leading up to intermission, 
keeping the Braves within strik-
ing distance.

The home team nearly knotted 
the score just before the break 
with an attack fueled by a 
Hadden Zimmerman steal, but 
Auburn recovered and kept La 
Conner off the board.

At halftime, Braves coach-
es Galen McKnight and Joel 
Hingston praised their midfield 
defenders and cited the need to 
adjust to Auburn’s speed.

“The opportunities are there,” 
McKnight said. “We just have 
to be hungry and find that extra 
gear.”

The Falcons, however, were 
able to protect and ultimately 
expand upon their lead, building 
a 3-0 advantage in the late going.

La Conner averted a shutout 
when Simon Bouwens netted a 
deft left-footed goal off a nice 
feed from Marlin Bralens.

“We did quite a few things 
well,” McKnight stressed after-
ward. “Flint (Huizenga) did well 
on defense at the back end and 
Hadden (Zimmerman) did well 
advancing the ball.”

In addition, Christian Fix 
returned from two injury-marred 
seasons to play solid at midfield 
and when the Braves mounted 
attacks. Fix nearly scored La 
Conner’s first goal with a line-
drive shot that veered just wide 
to the right.

The Braves faced another 
tough non-conference test with 
a Sept. 10 visit to Crosspoint 
Academy. La Conner returns to 
Whittaker Field Sept. 17 for non-
league action opposite Sound 
Christian of Tacoma.

Speedy Auburn Adventist boys 
outpace Braves in soccer debut

A GOAL IS THE AIM – La Conner’s Hadden Zimmerman advances the 
ball during first half action of the Braves season opener with Auburn 
Adventist at Whittaker Field Thursday afternoon, Sept. 5.

– Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner High School was 
already behind the eight-ball 
when the Braves headed to the 
Yakima Valley Friday to open 
its first full eight-man football 
schedule.

That’s because the Pomeroy 
Pirates, La Conner’s Sept. 6 foe, 
was coming off a 9-2 campaign 
in 2023 during which the south-
east Washington eight-man grid 
power posted beatdown wins 
of 90-0 over Tekoa-Rosalia and 
76-0 against Dayton.

The Pirates resumed their 
swashbuckling offensive style 
in the ’24 debut for both clubs, 
recording a 64-24 victory on a 
neutral site chosen to split travel 
time for the two teams.

Pomeroy’s team speed was a 
factor in the game, played on the 
same regular-sized field as 11-
man programs use.

“It was more of an open field 
for them than us,” La Conner 
head coach Charlie Edwards 
noted afterward.

Even so, La Conner, which 
finished 2-6 a year ago, returned 
from the 500-mile round trip 
with some highlight reel mate-
rial.

Braves quarterback C.J. 
Edwards completed a 14-yard 
touchdown pass to Brent Bobb 
and connected on two-point con-
version tosses to Charlie Jack-
son, Landon Stevens and Marlon 
Edwards.

Freshmen Xavier Keo and 
Yandel Gonzales-Rojas each 
reeled off long TD runs for the 
Braves, with Keo busting his 
scoring jaunt for 65 yards and 
Gonzales-Rojas finding paydirt 

from 61 yards out.
“Everyone had a positive mo-

ment,” coach Edwards said.
In addition to facing a quality 

foe well-versed in the eight-
man game, La Conner had other 
obstacles as well.

“Playing in 95-degree weather 
on a turf field after a four-hour 
drive, our boys did well for our 
first live action of the season,” 
the coach said.

The Braves enjoyed solid fan 
support when they met Pomeroy 
“halfway” in Yakima.

“We had fans who made the 
long drive,” Edwards gushed. 
“You’ve got to love La Conner 
fans.”

Pomeroy, located 35 miles 
west of Lewiston, Idaho, traveled 
two-and-a-half hours to meet the 
Braves.  

Pomeroy set the tone early 
with 38 unanswered points in the 
first quarter and a 50-16 lead at 
halftime.

Jeff Slusser paced the victors 
with 192 yards rushing on seven 
carries and was four-of-seven 
passing for 89 yards and three 
scores.

Kyzer Herres added 74 rushing 
yards and one touchdown and 
Rory McKeirnan contributed a 
7-yard TD jaunt for the winners.

Pirates head coach Kyle 
Kimble in remarks to the media 
afterward praised C.J. Edwards 
and Braves running backs for 
their elusiveness.

“We struggled a little tackling 
today,” Kimble said.

The Braves will regroup to 
face Vashon Island in their home 
opener at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
13, at Whittaker Field. Vashon 
finished 1-8 last year.

“We know some things we 
need to work on to get ready for 
Vashon Island,” coach Edwards 
told the Weekly News.

Pomeroy gives Braves rude 
welcome to 8-man footballBy Bill Reynolds

It’s only the first full week of 
school and district officials are 
already looking ahead to February. 

The five-month countdown 
has begun for the next La Conner 
Schools Educational Programs and 
Operations replacement levy. 

School district voters in 2021 
approved a four-year levy that 
will collect $1.02 million for 2024 
and $1.05 million in 2025. Those 
funds are generated by a $1.11 per 
$1,000 assessed property valuation 
across the district. 

That rate is the second lowest 
among Skagit County school dis-
tricts. Anacortes, with petroleum 
refinery revenue streams, has the 
lowest rate. 

“We’re quite a bit below the cap 
of what we can do,” Superinten-
dent David Cram assured school 
board members at their Sept. 9 
meeting. “Our rate is extremely 
competitive.” 

State school districts allocate 
levy monies toward teaching, 
school supplies, technology, 
athletics, building maintenance, 
transportation and other education-
al needs. 

District officials anticipate draft-
ing and adopting a formal 2025 
levy resolution between now and 
the end of October. The district 

will then file with Skagit County 
for a February election. 

Cram said the district will hold 
community engagement meetings 
in January and February ahead of 
the election. 

Using a two per cent growth 
rate he called conservative, Cram 
projects a replacement levy will 
generate an additional $25,000 to 
$30,000 annually above present 
revenues while remaining in the 
$1.11 per $1,000 valuation range. 

“I like to be very conservative,” 
stressed Cram, who has spent the 
bulk of his career in school fi-
nance. “I always want to use a rate 
that I can be sure we can hit.” 

School Board President Susie 
Deyo, participating remotely, 
agreed. 

“We have to be careful what we 
want to ask for,” she said, “and be 
aware of what our taxpayers have 
an appetite for.” 

Deyo suggested proposing a 
two-year or three-year levy mea-
sure in 2025. Doing so, she said, 
might align the next election with 
those of other districts. 

“If we line up with them,” said 
Deyo, “we won’t have to pay for 
the entire (school levy) election 
ourselves.” 

Cram said he would confer with 
other school superintendents for 
ballot schedules. 

La Conner district taxpayers are 
also paying $1.41 per $1,000 as-
sessed valuation on the bond used 
to construct the campus middle 
school building. 

The meeting started with a 
listing of topics the panel’s student 
representatives will address. Their 
initial task is to collect feedback 
and report student responses to the 
new cell phone free zone policy. 

“They’re eager to talk about cell 
phones and share what they’ve 
heard,” board member Kim Pedro-
za said. 

Student reps Emmalin Goodman 
and Kellie Cayou-Lockrem will 
also examine with community 
service graduation requirements. 

Pedroza and Executive Assistant 
Cherri Kahns will meet monthly 
with Goodman and Cayou-Lock-
rem to develop additional project 
ideas. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved Cascade Renewables to 
manage a Department of Com-
merce grant award to solarize the 
campus. 

“We’re in the beginning stages 
of the project,” said Cram. “Their 
role is to determine any project 
hurdles ahead of time.” 

Cascade Renewables has been 
working with the district for the 
past year, Cram said. 

Additionally, the board unani-
mously adopted a memorandum 
of understanding with Northwest 
Educational Services District 189 
for fifth grade bicycle education. 

“They’re going to bring bikes 
in here and teach the kids how to 
ride,” explained Director of Teach-
ing and Learning Beth Clothier. 
“They also do maintenance on the 
bikes. They came here last year and 
did this. I think it’s a good thing.” 

The board next meets on Sept. 
23 at 5 p.m. in the district adminis-
tration building. 

La Conner slates February school levy

Classified
are just
$15 for 

30 words
or less
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Arts & Entertainment
A&E BRIEFLY

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming arts and entertainment 
activities.

Teen Art Club at Museum of 
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St., 
is a free program for youth in 
grades 6-12, where you can bring 
your friends and your creativity 
to make art together and inspire 
your art. Pizza, snacks, and art 
supplies will be provided. 3-5 
p.m. Fridays.

MoNA Book Club: “Parable of 
the Sowe”r by Octavia Butler. 
The story is speculative fiction, 
addressing the effects of climate 
change and social inequity in 
post-apocalyptic 2025 America. 
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 4-5 p.m. 
121 1st St. La Conner. 

Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin 
Festival is Saturday, Sept. 21, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. It ends with pumpkin 
and squash entry weigh-offs for 
prices. It starts with fun for kids 
of all ages and food, drinks, a 
hay maze and plants, of course.
Christianson’s Nursery & Green-
house, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon.

Drawing in the MoNA Galleries 
with Jean Behnke. Sign up for 
a fun workshop at MoNA explor-
ing drawing with solid graphite. 
1-4:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 21, 
121 S. First St., La Conner. Ages 
18 and up, $40 per person, all 
materials provided. Register 
atmonamuseum.org/events/
drawing-jean-behnke-sept2024.

Joseph Gregory Rossano  
Artist Talk: “Portraits of the 
Divine” at MoNA, a 30-minute 
guided walkthrough of the ex-
hibition followed by 15 minutes 
of Q&A with the artist. Saturday, 
Sept. 28, 12-12:45 p.m. 121 1st 
St. La Conner.

39th annual Lynden Lions Club 
Model Train and Toy Show, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 5 and 6, North-
west Washington Fairgrounds, 
1775 Front St., Lynden. Show 
features over 50,000 square feet 
of running model train layouts, 
exhibits and vendors. Tickets at 
the door: adults $8, seniors $6, 
children 6-12 $5, children under 
age 6 free.

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Don’t curse the darkness – light 
a candle!  Stop in and check out 

our wide variety of decorative and 
scented candles and wax melts!

106 S. 1st St. – open 7 am daily

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

We have Scone Lady scones!

If The Scone Lady is closed, or 
if you want a delicious coffee or 

tea with your scone, visit us.

By Ken Stern

Over 50 willing poets of 
various accomplishments and 
ages – and an overwhelmingly 
female audience – overflowed 
the Museum of Northwest Art’s 
second floor meeting space 
Saturday afternoon for a free one 
hour poetry class with Seattle 
poet Susan Rich. She spoke 
to them for maybe 20 minutes 
before setting them free to roam 
and examine the museum’s 
art, charging them with putting 
themselves into the paintings and 
to pull something original out of 
the art by their written words. 

This is ekphrastic poetry, 
poems written specifically in 
response to visual images. “The 
sister art of painting cannot 
speak and poems cannot show 
color,” she explained to her 
wordsmiths. “Words are a way 
into art as a poet. Look until 
images look back at you. ... Enter 
into the images.”

Rich shared slides of paintings 
and sculpture and read poems, 
including from Rainer Maria 
Rilke, showing classic examples. 

Before she set the class loose 
the last half hour before the 
museum closed, she encouraged 
them to find “what is outside 

the frame, or beyond” and asked 
them “What is in your mind and 
unleashes the imagination?” 

The 50-plus poets spread out 
to examine paintings and sculp-
tures on both floors, most with 
pen or pencil and paper but some 
with laptops. A few took photos 
to take the art home with them to 
continue their work past the five 
o’clock closing. 

A first draft, whether a 
painting or a poem, is just that 
anyway, a start.

Rich is the author of six books 
of poetry and teaches at Highline 
College.

By Cora Thomas

As the golden hues of fall arrive 
in the Skagit Valley, so does the 
opportunity to attend the Skagit 
River Poetry Festival: three days 
of poetic voices from around the 
nation and the world heard in 
La Conner. Poets and attendees 
will gather Oct. 3-5 here, on the 
ancestral lands of the Coast Salish 
Peoples. 

One of the largest celebrations 
of poetry on the West Coast, the 
festival is presented by the Skagit 
River Poetry Foundation.

The festival takes place in 
venues throughout La Conner. 
“Where else can a person sleep, 
eat, live and breathe poetry for a 
fall weekend?!,” asks Seattle poet, 
Susan Rich and a featured poet. 
The weekend includes perfor-
mances, workshops, readings and 
discussions, featuring some of the 
most renowned and diverse names 
in poetry. 

The festival opens Thursday 
evening Oct. 3 at 7:30 p.m. with a 
reading, “Finding Cascadia,” fea-
turing poets Elizabeth Bradfield, 
CMarie Fuhrman, Tim McNulty 
and Derek Sheffield that explores 
the abundance of the Northwest. 

The festival presents some of 
the most thoughtful voices in 
contemporary poetry, reflecting 
cultures from around the world. 
The lineup includes Ellen Bass, 
Chen Chen, Tony Curtis, Ilya 
Kaminsky, plus many more. 

This festival is a culmination 

of the special work that our local 
students are inspired to create in 
our Poets in Schools program. A 
separate group of teaching poets 
visit Skagit and Island County 
school districts for weeklong 
residencies during the school year 
and provide space for students to 
find and express their voice and 
build literacy skills by reading and 
writing poetry. These meaningful 
interactions cultivate a creative 
practice that students can use 
throughout their life. 

Students are encouraged to 
attend. Admission is free for all 
students with their student ID. 

Everyone is invited to attend, it 
doesn’t matter if you haven’t writ-
ten a line of poetry before - festival 
sessions will appeal to a wide au-
dience and touch on diverse ideas 
and topics. Fall into poetry with 
us this October and be engaged, 
inspired and transformed!

The Skagit River Poetry 
Foundation is a non-profit 
organization that hosts poets in 
K-14 classrooms to promote 
literacy, an appreciation of 
language and youth participation 
in culturally diverse communities. 

All proceeds benefit the founda-
tion’s mission.

To volunteer and for festi-
val schedule and ticket prices: 
SkagitRiverPoetry.org. 

Cora Thomas is the Skagit River 
Poetry Foundation’s executive 
assistant and Poets in Schools 
coordinator.

50 noisy poets take class at MoNA

Skagit River Poetry Festival will begin on Oct. 3

PFLAG Skagit proudly pres-
ents the film “Close to You,” 
screening at the Lincoln Theatre 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16. Ad-
mission is free; please consider a 
donation at the door.

“Close to You” stars Acade-
my Award nominee Elliot Page 
(“Juno,” “The Umbrella Acade-
my,” “Inception”) as a trans man 
who returns to his hometown for 
the first time in years.

On his journey, Page’s char-
acter confronts his relationship 
with his family, reunites with a 
first love, and discovers a new-
found confidence in himself.

“It soars on waves of raw 
feeling thanks to the deeply felt, 
deeply moving performance of 
Elliot Page in a role he wears 
like a second skin,” ABC News 
film critic Peter Travers said.

“Close to You” is rated R.
Source: Lincoln Theatre

PFLAG shows film 
exploring trans 
themes

Cantabile Chamber Choir pres-
ents the contemporary orchestral 
work “The Drop That Contained 
the Sea” at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
14, at McIntyre Hall in Mount 
Vernon.

Cantabile will be joined by the 
Kulshan Chorus of Bellingham 
and Sno-King Chorale of 
Edmonds to present this concert. 
Come and hear this vibrant, 
storytelling work by Christopher 
Tin with a handpicked full-sized 
orchestra conducted by Dustin 
Willetts. 

Tickets are $25 to $35, avail-
able online at purchase.mcintyre-
hall.org/Events.

Drop in Sept. 14 for 
Cantabile concert

JAMMING WITH THE BAND – Glen Johnson is regularly dancing out in front of the band at the summer 
Gilkey Square concerts. Last week he closed out the season, called up by Chris Eger to play his harmonica, 
part of the afternoon’s Richard Williams Invitational Jam and the final number of 2024.        – Photo by Ken Stern

Gilkey Square’s last concert of the season

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com



LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LA 

CONNER
Application File: Town of 

La Conner Six-Year Capital 
Facilities Plan 2024-2030
Applicant: Town of La 

Conner
Location: Town of La 

Conner
Description of proposal:
The Capital Facilities Plan 

for La Conner identifies all 
capital projects proposed 
for the next six-year period 
of 2024-2030. 
Lead agency: Town of La 

Conner
The lead agency for this 

proposal has determined 
that it does not have a prob-
able significant adverse 
impact on the environment. 
This decision was made 
after review of a complet-
ed environmental checklist 
and other information on 
file with the lead agency, 
and is available to the pub-
lic upon request.
This DNS is issued under 

WAC 197-11-340(2); the 
lead agency will not act on 
this proposal for 14 days 
from the date below.  Com-
ments must be submitted 
by September 24, 2024.
Town Council Public 

Hearing:
Hearing Date: September 

24, 2024
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: Upper Maple 

Center, La Conner, WA
Responsible official: Ajah 

Eills, Assistant Planner
Phone: (360) 466-3125
Address: P.O. Box 400, 

204 Douglas St., La Con-
ner, WA  98257
Email: planning@towno-

flaconner.org 
Date:  September 5th, 

2024
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 11, 
2024.

LEGAL NOTICE IN 
THE SWINOMISH 
TRIBAL COURT

SWINOMISH INDIAN 
RESERVATION

IN THE PETITION 
FOR ORDER OF 
PROTECTION

AUTUMN WILLIAMS 
V. NICHOLAS PERRY

CASE NO. 
CVPO-2024-0020

NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON 

PETITION FOR 
PROTECTION

TO: ANY 
CONCERNED 

PARTIES.
YOU AND EACH OF 

YOU
will please take notice that 

a Hearing on a Petition for 
Order of Protection filed 
with this Court will take 
place, Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, 2024 in the Swin-
omish Tribal Court located 
at 17337 Reservation Rd. 

This notice is published 
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hear-

ing is for the Court to de-
cide whether to grant or 
deny the Petition for Order 
of Protection, and whether 
to grant a Permanent Pro-
tection Order. 
If you have any ques-

tions regarding the nature 
of this hearing or the lo-
cation of the Swinomish 
Tribal Court, please con-
tact the Court Clerk at 
(360)-466-2097.
DATED this the 15th day 

of August, 2023. Auston 
Jimmicum, Tribal Law 
Clerk. 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 21, 28, 
Sept. 4, and 11, 2024. 

BURLINGTON – 
PUBLIC AUCTION/
LANDLORD LIEN 

FORECLOSURE SALE
09/19/2024, 9:00 AM – 

1962 Nashua mobile home, 
VIN RTB2FK7516, Coun-
try Court MHC, LLC, #19, 
20420 Lafayette Rd., #19, 
Burlington, WA 98233 
206-985-7275
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 11, 
2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SPOKANE 
COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 

JAMIE DOUGLAS 
BRIGGS 

DECEASED. CASE 
NO. 24-4-01768-32

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS 
(RCW 11.40.030) 

Spurgetis Law, P.S., has 
been appointed as Admin-
istrator of this estate. Any 
person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing 
to the Administrator or the 
Administrator’s attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the Administrator 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice. If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. 
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 

decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

August 28, 2024
Administrator: Spurgetis 

Law, P.S.
President of Administra-

tor: James P. Spurgetis
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
422 W. Riverside Ave., 

Ste. 620
Spokane, WA 99201
Dated this 23rd day of 

AUGUST, 2024
/s/: _____________
JAMES P. SPURGETIS, 

WSB #7949
President, Administrator 

(Spurgetis Law, P.S.)
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Aug. 28, 
Sept. 4, Sept. 11, 2024.

STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

SKAGIT COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT

STATE OF 
WASHINGTON
PETITIONER,

V.
STEVEN M. RINDAL 

AND DOROTHY J. 
RINDAL, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE; WAFD, 

INC., A WASHINGTON 
CORPORATION; 
PUGET SOUND 
ENERGY, INC., 

A WASHINGTON 
PUBLIC UTILITY 
CORPORATION; 
WAVEDIVISION 

HOLDINGS, 
LLC, A FOREIGN 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY; ZIPLY 

FIBER NORTHWEST, 
LLC, A FOREIGN 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY; 

JA77 TRUST OF 
CHARLESTOWN; 

AND SKAGIT 
COUNTY,

RESPONDENTS.
NO.

NOTICE AND 
SUMMONS IN 

CONDEMNATION
TO: THE 

ABOVE-NAMED 
RESPONDENTS

A lawsuit has been start-
ed against you in the 
above-entitled Court. The 
Petitioner’s claim is stated 
in the Condemnation Pe-
tition, a copy of which is 
served upon you with this 
Notice and Summons in 
Condemnation (Notice and 
Summons), and which has 
been filed with the clerk of 
the Court.
Notice is hereby given 

that the Petitioner will, on 
October 25, 2024, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon after as 
can be heard, seek an order 
of public use and neces-
sity as described in RCW 
8.04.070. The hearing will 
take place at the courthouse 
in Mount Vernon, Skagit 
County, Washington.
You are hereby notified 

that the determination of a 
public use is for the Court 
to make, and at the time 
and place indicated above, 
you may appear and object 
to that determination. The 
Court may make this deci-
sion without oral argument 
from any party, based only 
on any written pleadings 
submitted to the Court.
After the determination by 

the Court that this project 
is for a public use, the Peti-
tioner will ask the Court to 
set a trial date for determi-
nation of the amount of just 

compensation to be paid 
for the taking or damaging 
of the land, property, and 
property rights. As to prop-
erty rights sought, the Pe-
titioner will ask the Court 
to award it a temporary 
construction easement. The 
land and property interests 
at issue are specified in the 
attached legal description 
(Exhibit A).
EXHIBIT A:
Parcel Number: 1-25360
STATE VS. STEVEN M. 

RINDAL and DOROTHY 
J. RINDAL, husband and 
wife,
DESCRIPTION:
A temporary right and 

easement to use and occu-
py the following described 
lands, for the purpose of 
placing personnel, machin-
ery and equipment on said 
lands, providing a construc-
tion staging area for storage 
of equipment and materi-
als, and providing a work 
area to perform all work 
necessary for the construc-
tion of a new fish passable 
structure, appurtenances, 
and habitat enhancements 
including, but not limited 
to, relocation of utilities as 
needed, clearing trees and 
vegetation as needed, con-
structing and operating a 
temporary stream bypass, 
possible modifications to 
the course and profile of 
the waterway, placement of 
large woody material and 
other such enhancements 
(“Construction”) as well as 
post-construction establish-
ment of native type vegeta-
tion including, but not lim-
ited to, planting, seeding, 
inspecting, monitoring, 
watering and weed control, 
together with rights of on-
going ingress and egress to 
accomplish said purposes 
(“Plant Establishment”). 
The Temporary Easement 
shall terminate on Decem-
ber 31, 2029 (the “Term”).
All that portion of the 

hereinafter described PAR-
CEL “A” lying within a 
tract of land described as 
follows:
Beginning at a point op-

posite Highway Engineer’s 
Station (hereinafter referred 
to as HES) 45+92± on the 
SR 9 line survey of SR 9, 
UNNAMED TRIBUTARY 
TO NOOKACHAMPS 
AND HANSEN CREEKS 
– FISH PASSAGE, TEM-
PORARY EASEMENT 
EXHIBIT 1-25360 and 
30.0 feet northeasterly 
therefrom, said point also 
being the s outhwest cor-
ner of said PARCEL “A”; 
thence easterly along the 
southerly boundary of said 
PARCEL “A” to a point op-
posite HES 46+06± on said 
line survey and 50.0 feet 
northeasterly therefrom; 
thence northerly to a point 
opposite HES 45+00.0 on 
said line survey and 140 
feet northeasterly there-
from; thence northwesterly 
parallel with said line sur-
vey to a point opposite HES 
43+80.0 thereon; thence 
northeasterly to a point 
opposite HES 42+90.0 on 
said line survey and 230.0 
feet northeasterly there-
from; thence northwesterly 
parallel with said line sur-
vey to a point opposite HES 
41+50.0 thereon; thence 
southwesterly to a point op-
posite said HES and 40 feet 
northeasterly therefrom; 
thence continuing south-

westerly to a point opposite 
said HES and 30 feet north-
easterly therefrom; thence 
southeasterly parallel with 
said line survey to the point 
of beginning. 
The current connection 

point from the Respon-
dent’s property to State 
Route 9 shall be closed 
by the Petitioner on June 
5, 2026.  The Petitioner 
shall construct a replace-
ment connection point to 
State Route 9 per the re-
quirements the Washington 
Administrative Code 468-
51-140(4). Further the Pe-
titioner shall, at no charge 
to the Respondent, issue an 
access connection permit, 
effective June 5, 2026, al-
lowing the Respondent le-
gal access from State Route 
9 to the Respondent’s prop-
erty at the approved con-
nection point.
SUBJECT TO the follow-

ing terms and conditions:
Petitioner’s use and oc-

cupancy of the easement 
area during Construction 
will be limited to no more 
than twenty-two (22) con-
secutive months during the 
Term. Construction will be 
followed by a three (3) year 
Plant Establishment period.  
Petitioner shall provide 

Respondent a minimum 
of thirty (30) days written 
notice prior to commence-
ment of construction.
Large Woody Material 

(LWM) will be installed in 
the stream habitat within 
the TE area and adjacent to 
the culvert. LWM will not 
require any ongoing main-
tenance beyond termination 
of this temporary easement. 
A portion of the Petition-

er’s work will take place at 
night. 
Single lane closure will be 

used as needed throughout 
the duration of the project. 
Full roadway closure will 
not be longer than 3 weeks. 
Access to property will be 
maintained. 
Petitioner shall, upon 

the exercise of such rights 
specified herein and com-
pletion of construction 
of said project described 
herein, remove all debris 
and restore the surface of 
this Temporary Easement 
to a condition as close as 
practicable to its condition 
existing immediately pri-
or to the exercise of such 
rights, excepting any mod-
ifications or improvements 
made as part of the con-
struction project.
PARCEL “A”
That portion of the North-

east 1/4 of Section 23, 
Township 34 North, Range 
4 East W.M., lying West of 
the Nookachamps Creek, 
EXCEPT county roads and 
railroad right of way;
ALSO EXCEPT that 

portion lying East of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad 
right of way and North of 
the South line of the right 
of way of Knapp Brick and 
Tile Co., as conveyed by 
deed recorded in volume 86 
of Deeds, page 109;
ALSO EXCEPT that por-

tion thereof conveyed to 
Skagit County for road 
purposes by deed dated De-
cember 23, 1935, and re-
corded under Auditor’s File 
No. 277158 in Volume 169 
of Deeds, page 136, ALSO 
EXCEPT that portion of 
said premises conveyed to 
the State of Washington by 
deed dated June 30, 1941, 
and recorded under Audi-
tor’s File No. 343312 in 
Volume 184 of Deeds, page 
506;
AND ALSO EXCEPT 

that portion lying Westerly 
of the Big Lake-Clear Lake 
Road.
Situate in the Coun-

ty of Skagit, State of 

Washington.
The lands herein con-

demned for a temporary 
easement contain an area 
of 55,404 square feet, more 
or less, the specific details 
concerning all of which are 
to be found on that certain 
Exhibit Map entitled SR 9, 
UNNAMED TRIBUTARY 
TO NOOKACHAMPS 
AND HANSEN CREEKS 
– FISH PASSAGE, TEM-
PORARY EASEMENT 
EXHIBIT 1-25360, now of 
record and dated November 
23, 2022.
While an Answer is not 

required in a condemnation 
matter, entering a Notice 
of Appearance will ensure 
that you receive notice of 
future pleadings in this 
case, including hearings at 
which you are entitled to be 
heard. If you wish to seek 
the advice of an attorney in 
this matter, you should do 
so promptly so that your 
appearance, if any, may be 
served on time.
This Notice and Summons 

is issued pursuant to Supe-
rior Court Civil Rule 4 of 
the state of Washington and 
RCW 8.04.020.
DATED this 4th day of 

September 2024.
ROBERT W. FERGUSON
Attorney General
/s/ Carly R. Johnson
CARLY R. JOHNSON, 

WSBA #60340
MATTHEW D. HUOT, 

WSBA #40606
Assistant Attorneys 

General
Attorneys for Petitioner
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 11 
and 18, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF KING

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 

LISA JOANNE 
EDDLEMAN,
DECEASED.

NO.: 24-4-05684-7 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE 

NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed the undersigned as 
Administrator (i.e., Person-
al Representative or Ex-
ecutor) of Decedent’s es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the Decedent 
must present the claim: (a) 
Before the time when the 
claim would be barred by 
any applicable statute of 
limitations, and (b) In the 
manner provided in RCW 
11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim 
with the foregoing Court, 
and (ii) By serving on or 
mailing to the attorney for 
Personal Representative 
at the address below with 
a copy of the claim.  The 
claim must be presented 
by the later of: (a) Thirty 
(30) days after the Person-
al Representative served or 
mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time period, the 
claim will be forever barred 
except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for 
claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication 

of this Notice: August 28, 
2024.
Decedent’s SSN for DSHS 

only:  _________________
Signed: /s/ LORI E. 

HEIMBUCH
LORI E. HEIMBUCH, 

Administrator
Attorney for Personal 

Representative and Ad-
dress for Service/Mailing: 
Law Offices of Setareh 

Mahmoodi, PS
Attention: Setareh 

Mahmoodi 
18222 104th Ave NE, 

Suite 103
Bothell, WA 98011 
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Sept. 4, 
11, and 18, 2024.
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Place an 
At Your Service Ad

Plus appear in our
Online Business Directory

$225 FOR 12 WEEKS

LEGAL NOTICES

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT LA 
FONTAIN’S PLANTS LATELY? 
Lots of fall color in. Located 
behind the post office, open 24/7, 
cash or check only. Questions? 
360-708-2022.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HEADS UP
IMPORTANT! Wednesday, Oct. 
9, S. First Street traffic shifts 
to ONE-WAY SOUTHBOUND. 
Commercial Street will become 
ONE-WAY EASTBOUND. 
Info: Call 360-466-3125.

NOT TO BE MISSED
Free docent-led tours at 
Museum of Northwest Art. 
Join a docent for a public tour of 
exhibitions at MoNA, 11-11:45 
a.m. second Saturdays, 121 S. 
First St. RSVP at monamuseum.
org/docent-led-tours.

Sept. 23-27 is Fall Prevention 
Week at the Anacortes Senior 
Center. Daily presentations 
include Safe Walking; Core 
Strength; Life Events and the 
Risk of Falls; Safe Falling and 
How to Get Up; Breath, Balance 
and Brains. Daily prize drawings 
and balance assessments with 
Island Health physical therapists. 
Info: 360-293-7473.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For shy ones.
•	 Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime, 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime and Songs, 

1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 
school-aged teens.

•	 Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. second Saturdays 
except January, June, July, 
December.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Through Sept. 29:
•	 Joseph Gregory Rossano: 

Portraits of the Divine. A trib-

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

ute to nature with a selection 
of large-scale works.

•	 William Morris: Early Rituals. 
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from 
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday. qfamuse-
um.org, 360-466-4288. Through 
Oct. 13: 
•	 Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt 

Nihon. Various artists
•	 Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Through 
Sept. 29:
•	 Signs, Signs, Everywhere 

Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work 
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson 
of Mortenson Signs.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.  
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer 
and donation opportunities at 
skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism development. 
Meets at 8:15 a.m. Mondays, 
503 Morris St., La Conner. Info: 
Gina Torpey, 360-228-8021 or 
925-487-1848.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third 
Tuesdays in the library, 520 
Morris St., La Conner. 

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. For current agenda go to 
www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount 
Vernon Senior Center, 1401 
Cleveland Ave.

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
before the next Weekly 
News hits the street. Go 
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and 
submit your event!

Select firm but not 
overly ripe pears. I 
used Bosc pears gifted 
to us from Sheila Klein. 
The chai tea I found 
online at Thrive Mar-
ket. It is concentrated 
with whole spices. 
Serving size is two 
pears per person. 

Ingredients
•	 Pears, 7 to 12
•	 Chai tea, one carton, 

32 ounces
•	 Water, equal to chai 

carton

Preparation 
Pour chai tea in a 

large pot. Peel pears, 
leaving stem. With 
sharp knife, cut out 
core of pear from the 
bottom and remove. 
Place each pear into 
chai tea. Add water. 
Gently bring to a slow 
boil, then lower heat 
and simmer for 30 min-
utes. Occasionally turn 
pears while cooking. 
Remove with a slotted 
spoon. Eat warm or 
cold.

Poached Pears
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POLICE BLOTTER

Create your own 
Norman Rockwell-like existence 

Call me:
360-202-4660

This is no unicorn! 
You can buy a vibrant, 

financially successful, 1,100 print 
run, community-focused mail 

subscription newspaper.
Buy your next job and retire in it.

Finish your career with a flourish. I have. 

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Sunday, Sept. 1
2:23 p.m.: Animal problem – Report 
of a dog left in a vehicle. Owner arrived 
and left before a deputy arrived. N. Third 
Street, La Conner.

Monday, Sept. 2
7:07 a.m.: You don’t park it there – A 
deputy on patrol spotted a car in a field 
that had taken out a large section of 
barbed wire fencing. There was nobody 
around and unknown when the accident 
occurred. The vehicle was towed. Best 
Road, greater La Conner.

6:56 p.m.: Missing batteries – Caller 
could not locate two rechargeable batter-
ies for his yard equipment. He believes 
someone entered his garage during 
the day and took both batteries and 

chargers. The garage door had been left 
open with full access to items inside. No 
suspect information. Caledonia Street, 
La Conner.

8:38 p.m.: Hmm – Port of Skagit 
security called in a suspicious male who 
was walking the docks and seemed out 
of place. A deputy found the man talking 
with security. He got confused on which 
dock his boat was on and was looking 
for the public dock entrance. He was 
directed to his mooring location. N. Third 
Street, La Conner.

Tuesday, Sept. 3
2:04 p.m.: Possible trespassing – 
Report of a vehicle parked at the marina 
that belongs to a female who had been 
previously trespassed. A deputy checked 

the car but couldn’t find the female. An-
other copy of the trespass warning was 
left on the vehicle. N. Second Street, La 
Conner.

6 p.m.: Boat accident – A tribal fishing 
vessel was moving in the channel when 
the operator stated they lost steering and 
struck a boat that was docked south of 
the Rainbow Bridge. The fishing boat op-
erator left the scene and parked amongst 
other vessels at the fisheries dock. Video 
evidence was obtained along with driver 
information for a possible insurance 
claim. Conner Way, La Conner.

Wednesday, Sept. 4
10:11 a.m.: Bad brakes – An old flatbed 
farm truck was stopped at an intersec-
tion with a vehicle behind. While waiting 

for the intersection to clear, the farm 
truck’s brakes failed. It rolled backwards, 
damaging the second vehicle’s hood and 
bumper. Insurance was exchanged and 
a Washington State Patrol commercial 
vehicle inspector responded. Best and 
Chilberg roads, greater La Conner.

11:31 a.m.: Check fraud – Suspects 
obtained copies of checks from a La 
Conner business, duplicated them and 
then cashed the checks at a gas station 
in Mount Vernon for several hundred 
dollars each. The suspects were kind 
enough to use their own identity when 
cashing them and the ID numbers were 
written on the checks when they were 
cashed. Both suspects face felony 
charges. S. First Street, La Conner.

Thursday, Sept. 5
5:31 p.m.: Pole 1, taillight 0 – Subject 
backed into a power pole and broke out 
a taillight on his car. Surprisingly, no 
damage to the pole. S. First Street, La 
Conner.

Saturday, Sept. 7
11:28 a.m.: Loose dogs returned 
– Subject located three loose dogs 
running around the neighborhood. The 
owner was contacted and the dogs were 
returned. Caledonia Street, La Conner

7:07 p.m.: Good Samaritan – Caller 
said a dog jumped out of its parked car 
and was hanging by its leash. The caller 
saved the dog with no injuries. The own-
er returned to the car and was grateful. 
S. First Street, La Conner.

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
708 E. Morris St, PO Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Worried about 
market volatility?

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Bigfoot is Coming to 
La Conner

September 14! 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

A site plan of land and buildings 
is also required. 

A county work session in April 
had invited venue operators to 
discuss the details of the com-
pliance process and enforcement 
with Honea and the commission-
ers. 

But the moratorium has ex-
pired and while the county has 
talked with some venues, none 
has signed a VC agreement, 
according to Skagit County 
Planning and Services Director 
Jack Moore. The county will 
look for more ways to reach 
out to existing venues like 
Christianson’s Nursery on Best 
Road, which hosts events in the 
Meadow Schoolhouse and the 
Vinery. It also extended the VCA 
deadline from mid-September to 
June 2025. 

With agritourism zoning policy 
discussions basically starting 
all over again at the Planning 
Commission level, no one knows 
what an eventual policy might 
say about farm-based businesses 
and tourism venues. Venues that 
do not take advantage of the 
VCA process “will be governed 
by new code, which will happen 
through open, transparent legisla-
tive processes,” said Honea. 

Comments from five audience 
members focused on the zon-
ing code development process 
and making sure that any final 
code changes apply to everyone 
equally. 

The Weekly News was not 
able to reach Emma Christianson 
of Christianson’s Nursery, but the 
nursery has participated in the 
Multistakeholder Working Group 
on Agritourism and indicated in 
March that they planned to work 
with the county. 

Agritourism
. . . (from page 1)

John Leaver, Beckwith said 
renewable energy opportunities 
will be explored too.

“It’s a short time schedule,” 
Beckwith conceded, of the Dec. 
31 deadline, “but our experience 
is that a short time schedule 
works better. It keeps everybody 
focused.”

Following Beckwith’s presen-
tation, commissioners addressed 
other agenda items. 

306 Center Street
Assistant Planner Ajah Eills 

said Fire Chief Aaron Reinstra 
has yet to sign off on the appli-
cant’s plan for an elevator for the 
proposed three-story 306 Center 
Street apartment/condo project. 
She said her presumption is that 
Reinstra, who did not attend the 
meeting, has not been “100% 
comfortable with the elevator 
because of a safety issue.”

The impasse is believed to 
hinge on the elevator being too 
small to handle a medical gurney.

“I’ll ask Aaron to write up a 
clarifying statement,” Eills said.

Braves Day
Eills said she joined Mayor 

Marna Hanneman and other 
town representatives at the Sept. 
3 Braves Day on the La Conner 
Schools campus. Eills said the 
outreach reflected the town’s 

ongoing public participation 
initiative.

“It went well,” said Eills. “The 
interim superintendent did a 
great job of organizing it.”

One-way First Street
Eills said the town has begun a 

public information campaign re-
garding the transition next month 
of South First Street to one-way 
southbound traffic from Morris 
to Commercial streets.

“Oct. 9 is the day,” Eills said 
of the pending downtown traffic 
flow change.

“We’re working with the 
public works department on 
signage,” town planner Michael 
Davolio said. “Based on my 
experience driving on south First 
Street, I’m looking forward to 
it.”
Student representatives
Commissioners were unani-

mous in supporting addition of a 
non-voting student representative 
to their panel, similar to the for-
mat employed by the La Conner 
school board.

“We need some youngsters 
here,” Commissioner Carol 
Hedlin said.

Eills will research other juris-
dictions where planning commis-
sions include student represen-
tation. She suggested the town 
appoint a high school junior 
to serve from January through 
December, finishing during their 
senior year.

neighborhoods so people would 
be better able to respond to 
fires.” 

George called it “a tool to get 
people talking to one another.” 

He also referenced the 2022 
flooding, which provided the 
impetus for the town forming the 
emergency management com-
mission. 

“It wasn’t just the (king) tide 
that day,” George reflected. “You 
had a west wind, snow melt 
and extremely low atmospheric 
pressure.” 

George also identified earth-
quakes as a primary local disas-
ter threat, especially given the 
number of older homes in town. 

He passed out “Help/Okay” 
signs that can be placed in the 
windows of homes for respond-
ers to see in an emergency. 

“This simple tool,” he said, “is 
incredibly effective.” 

Packets with tips for resi-
dents on how to prepare over 
a 12-month period for a vari-
ety of emergencies were also 

distributed. 
“I think we have an awful 

lot at our disposal,” said Linda 
Talman, a Center Street resident. 
She suggested connecting with 
La Conner Swinomish Library 
to encourage greater communi-
ty awareness of neighborhood 
mapping. 

“What can we do?” Talman 
asked rhetorically. “The big thing 
is we truly care for one another.” 

George said at least two other 
neighborhoods – Tillinghast 
Drive and Channel Cove – have 
embraced mapping thus far. 

The group was joined by La 
Conner firefighter Natalie Baker 
near the end. She brought forms 
for residents to list healthcare 
information such as allergies 
to medications, use of blood thin-
ners and any history of strokes or 
cardiovascular issues that can be 
posted on a refrigerator for emer-
gency responders to access. 

“When we come to a house,” 
said Baker, “there are times we 
don’t know what we’re walking 
into.” 

Which is exactly the kind of 
scenario that neighborhood map-
ping is intended to solve.

South end plan
. . . (from page 1)

during annual Braves Day after-
noon campus activities, during 
which students and parents met 
teachers, received district sched-
ules and informational handouts, 
and had the opportunity to chat 
with vendors representing com-
munity organizations.

Turnout was large by most 
accounts.

“I sat with town council 

members and we made several 
interesting contacts,” said 
Emergency Management 
Commission Chair Jerry 
George. “The community 
seems very interested in doing 
more about telling community 
members how they can prepare 
for emergencies.”

Town Assistant Planner Ajah 
Eills was another Braves Day 
participant.

“It went really well,” she re-
counted. “We were able to meet 
with quite a few people.”

Mapping
. . . (from page 1)

Mayor’s meeting
. . . (from page 3)

No cell phones
. . . (from page 1)

buildings, the tribe’s S. First 
Street property, Stan O’Neil’s 
refurbishing the Hotel Planter and 
his confectionery store under it, 
creating a historic preservation 
commission, emphasizing historic 
facts about the Swinomish Chan-
nel for building a community 
ethic and U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture grant funds for housing. 
Responding to Leslie Smith’s 

hope for grass under the Rainbow 
Bridge as the “bestest” view in 
town, Hanneman asked, “How 
can we get more people here? I 
don’t want this to be controver-
sial. How do we get more people 
here?”

The question was not about 
grass under the bridge so much as 
metaphorical grass growing under 
non-involved residents’ feet.

Skagit County communities 
are joining forces and Facing 
Fentanyl Together by hosting a 
free event to educate on pre-
vention, harm reduction, treat-
ment, recovery and community 
supports so people are prepared 
to respond to the opioid/fentanyl 
crisis for themselves or their 
loved ones. 

Join us from 1-5 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 20, at Skagit Valley College 
Cardinal Center, 2405 E College 
Way, Mt Vernon, for one of 26 
Facing Fentanyl Together events 
take place across Washington at 
the same time.

The Department of Social and 
Health Services is working in 
partnership with the Department 
of Health, Health Care Authority, 
tribes, counties, business partners 
and community partners in this 
effort. Each Facing Fentanyl 
Together resource fair is being 
planned and hosted by local 
planning areas, partnerships that 
connect, coordinate, communi-
cate and plan activities and proj-
ects together so people across 
Washington can succeed.

Facing Fentanyl Together will 
feature:
•	 Health Department Opioid 

Response
•	 Provider and lived experience 

panels
•	 Provider/Partner Tabling
•	 Narcan presentation

For more information on this 
and other events planned in 
Washington, please visit the Fac-
ing Fentanyl Together website, 
www.dshs.wa.gov/os/facing-
fentanyl-together#_msocom_1.

Source: Department of Social 
and Health Services

Skagit joins statewide fentanyl 
prevention effort on Sept. 20
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