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Jazz man blowing

JAZZ AT GILKEY SQUARE - Sunday was not hot temperature-wise, but Midlife Crisis and the Alimony Horns warmed
up an over lowing crowd at the La Conner Live! 2024 Summer Concert. During their last number the band’s Jacob Yansen
strutted his stu , coming down into the crowd, blowing the entire time.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Swinomish Days celebrated Coast Salish culture

By Bill Reynolds

The book had closed on this year’s
Canoe Journey, but new chapters were
written on Swinomish Channel last
weekend.

Tribal racing canoes were on the water
as a main main highlight of the three-day
Swinomish Days festival the Swinomish
[ndian Tribal Community hosts to cele-
brats traditional Coast Salish history and
culture.

The Aug. 9-11 gathering drew
participants, spectators and guests
to Swinomish and La Conner from
throughout the Salish Sea region with
areas in and around John K. Bob Ball
Park lined with tents, canopies and
motorhomes.

This year’s edition had something for
all ages.

Swinomish youth were honored when
the tribal community’s 2024-25 royal
court was crowned during Saturday
night ceremonies.

The outdoor 3-on-3 basketball tourna-
ment drew top high school and college
talent, including Lummi Nation standout
Jerome Toby, recently returned from
London, England, where he had played
with a touring team and explored land-
marks, including Buckingham Palace.

As a sophomore last year, Toby broke
the career 1,000-point barrier.

La Conner High School alums Ivory
Damien and Buda Luna were part of a
tourney field that pounded the courts for
several hours in the summer heat.

The festival launched with a Coastal

Jam and a seated senior beach ball/vol-
leyball tournament comprised of teams
from Swinomish, Lummi and Samish.

Throughout, there were opportunities
to purchase Native American arts and
crafts, food and beverages, enjoy sing-
ing and drumming, attend raffle prize
drawings and partake of the ever-popular
stick games, a historic pastime of chance
and strategy.

Mickey Mouse and Sponge Bob
bouncy houses were favorite stops for
kids at the ballpark, where earlier in
the week National Night Out — which
fosters community spirit and relationship
building among residents, law enforce-
ment and emergency first responders —
was staged.

Spectators on the Swinomish and the
La Conner sides of the channel focused
on the slew of canoe races held.

The races were revived in the late
1990s to honor the birthday of late tribal
senator and World War Il combat veter-
an Chester Cayou, Sr. His great-grand-
son, La Conner High School alumnus
Elijah Porter, served as starter for the
2024 contests.

Saturday’s racers dealt first with an
ebbing tide that forced crews to carry
their canoes through thick mud to place
them in the water.

“Be careful or you’re gonna fall in,”
one canoeist cautioned her teammates.
“This is crazy mud!”

Later in the afternoon, swift current
conditions forced suspension of the
races. They resumed later, though, much
to the delight of onlookers.

Some of those spectators viewed the
action from vessels plying the channel,
the tour boat Rosario among them.

Swinomish Education Department
Director Michael Vendiola announced
the races alongside Loran James, La
Conner High School’s head softball
coach. He also supervises student advo-
cates and paraprofessionals employed
by Swinomish to work in the schools’
classrooms.

During a break between races
Vendiola invoked the memory of James’
father, the late Landy James, for whom
the high school’s gymnasium is named.

“He was our Northwest Jim Thorpe,”
Vendiola said. James was a multi-sport
star in the 1940s prior to excelling in
football and baseball at Washington
State University.

After teaching and coaching in
Eastern Washington, James returned to
Swinomish and resumed his career in
education at La Conner, guiding several
Braves teams to the state playoffs.

“He was one of our great ances-
tors,” said Vendiola, “and a former
(Swinomish) senator, tribal chairman
and educator.”

Vendiola also praised the youth solo
canoeists.

“I always think it’s amazing,” he said,
“that these young ones are on the water
at 13 years of age, in the seventh or
eighth grade.”

Swinomish Days enjoyed a strong
attendance despite wildfire smoke that

(continued on page 4)

July La Conner
tax revenues
record high

By Ken Stern

An off-the-charts record: The $73,968 Town of
La Conner sales tax revenue is the highest single
month collection ever, for any month of any year.
It is $18,789, 34.1%, higher than the July 2023 col-
lection, which set a record last year. Records were
similarly set for the special use fire tax, at $7,302.
It is also its highest ever monthly total and $1,908,
35.4%, more than July 2023.

The $24,180 hotel-motel tax collection is 47.1%
above last year and sets a July record.

These are May collections. The state’s
Department of Resources reports on a two month
lag.

The highest tax total months are July and August,
reported in September and October.

Sales-related tax revenues in 2024 to date have
lagged past years but these totals have brought to-
date totals near the 2024 budget forecast.

The $176 in REET (Real Estate Excise Tax)

(continued on page 2)

Reps. Paul and Shavers declare victory

LD 10 legislators win
primary elections

With an unknown but relatively small number
of votes left to count in state legislative district 10
(LD 10), the November races are set. State Senator
Ron Muzzall’s (R-Oak Harbor), with 48.3% of
the vote, leads by 1,488 votes districtwide in the
Aug. 6 primary race for his legislative seat against
Island County Commissioner Janet St. Clair who
has 46.6% of the vote, and Camano Island resident
Denny Sandberg, who has 5.9% after the Monday,
Aug. 12 ballot tallies in the three county district.

Muzzall has 24,359 votes; 2,390 are from Skagit
County. There St. Clair leads with 2,665. She has
22,960 districtwide.

In the LD 10 Pos. 1 contest, State Rep. Clyde
Shavers (D-Oak Harbor) claimed victory in an
email Saturday. After Monday’s vote counts he has
52.2% of the districtwide vote, leading Republican
challengers, Oak Harbor resident Carrie Kennedy’s
26.5% and Yvonne Gallardo-Van Ornam, an
Arlington city council member, with 21.2%.
Kennedy leads Gallardo-Van Ornam by 2,654
votes.

It seems unlikely that the remaining votes will
change any race’s standings. Island County’s has
10 ballots remaining. Unknown portions of Skagit
County’s 2,600 and Snohomish County 350 ballots
are in LD 10 precincts. The district includes the
southwestern portion on Skagit County and the
northwestern tip of Snohomish County and all of
Island County.

State Rep Dave Paul (D-Oak Harbor) declared
victory in an email Thursday. He has an almost
11% pint lead over Republican challenger Island
County resident Gary Wray for LD 10 Pos. 2. In
Skagit County, Paul has 3,369 votes and 27,659
districtwide.

(continued on page 6)

Washington state prepares for more fires as dry season peaks

By Laurel Demkovich
Washington State Standard

As the state enters what is histori-
cally its toughest month of the year for
wildfires, large blazes continue to burn
in central and eastern Washington and
smoke could be on the horizon on the
west side of the state.

But state officials aren’t too worried
— yet.

Washington’s wildfires have burned
more acres than the last two fire
seasons, but the number of overall
ignitions remains low, resources aren’t
severely stretched and large fires are
being contained.

“We’ve made it through July, we’ve
made it through the first week of
August. Getting through the rest of
the month will determine what sort
of season this ends up being,” said

Thomas Kyle-Milward, a Department
of Natural Resources spokesperson.

More than 265,000 acres have
burned so far this year in Washington
on both state and federal lands.
That’s compared to last year’s total of
165,000 acres and the 10-year average
of roughly 470,000 acres.

Although more acres have burned
compared to last year, the number of
overall ignitions remains well below
previous years, Kyle-Milward said.
On Department of Natural Resources
lands alone, there were 585 ignitions
so far this year. Last year, there were
806.

As of Thursday, the state’s biggest
fires include the Pioneer fire east of
Lake Chelan, threatening the remote
town of Stehekin, the Retreat fire
along Highway 12 outside of Yakima
and the Cougar Creek fire in the

southeast corner of the state.

Some of the region’s big fires, espe-
cially those near the Cascades, could
burn until significant rain or snow hits
the region this fall, according to the
U.S. Forest Service. Heavily-treed
forests provide fuel to sustain fires for
extended periods and remote locations
can be difficult for fire crews to access.

As widespread lightning could strike
this month, fire managers are deter-
mining how to handle these long-dura-
tion fires. Strategies will likely include
preparing containment lines to stop
fires from reaching structures, power
lines or water systems.

“Our planners are taking a realistic
look at current wildfires, expected new
fires and the resources we have to help
us safeguard human lives and property

(continued on page 6)

PRETTY SCENERY, DEVASTSTING FIRE - The
Pio-neer Fire was reported on June 8th on private
land northwest of Chelan and quickly spread
onto the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest,
including wilderness. The ire remains active in
steep, rocky and hard to access terrain.

— Photo courtesy of U.S. Forest Service
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Water system maintenance notice

The Town of La Conner Public
Works Department is continuing
their annual fire hydrant flushing
and valve checking in August,
7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

If your water is discolored, run
cold-water until it clears. If the
water does not clear, call Chris
Smith at 360-929-1004 or Chip
Sherman at 360-840-3684 for
assistance.

Continue with water conservation

La Conner residents are asked
by the City of Anacortes and
Skagit Public Utility District to
voluntarily reduce their water
use by 10% due to seasonal low
water flow in the Skagit River.
Anacortes supplies La Conner’s
water.

The Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology has estab-
lished minimum instream flows
designed to protect fish habitat
of 6.54 billion gallons per day
for the Skagit River. In August,
when the river’s flow levels fall
below that number, Anacortes
and the PUD are required to noti-
fy customers to conserve water
voluntarily. The Skagit River
falls below these levels most
summers.

Conserving water helps
increase the instream flow of
water in rivers and streams. A

minimum instream flow is the
minimum amount of water to
safeguard fish habitat. Increas-
ing the instream flow helps
fish swim upstream and down,
improves spawning habitat and
protects other wildlife and our
future water resources.

The City of Anacortes is ask-
ing every customer to save 15-20
gallons of water daily. Some tips:

« Shorter showers save approx-
imately 2.5 gallons per minute.

* Turn the water off when
brushing teeth. Saves up to 8
gallons a day.

e Let lawns go dormant.

 Water plants deeply and less
often.

* Flush the toilet less to save
approximately 1.5 gallons per
flush.

Source: City of Anacortes

Nonprofits: Apply for grants tapping
tourist tax funds for your projects

By Ken Stern

Skagit Valley arts and cultural
nonprofit organizations can
request funding from the Town
of La Conner Hotel/Motel tax
fund for 2025.

In 2023 5The La Conner Town
Council granted $34,650 to
nine community organizations
and another $90,000 to the La
Conner Chamber of Commerce.
Over $217,450 was allocated for
internal, Town projects, primarily
Maple Hall improvements, the
Morris and First street restrooms
and landscaping.

Last year hotel/motel tax
revenues were $195,784. The
2024 budget projects $140,000,
though that may be a conserva-
tive estimate. Through July, the
state Department of Revenue
reported $90,000 came in. An-

other $60,000 may be collected
this year if tourism continues the
spending trend of the last month.

What is certain is that area or-
ganizations have the opportunity
to submit proposals for larger
grants than many have requested
in years past.

Requests must be received (not
postmarked) at La Conner Town
Hall, 204 Douglas, PO Box 400,
La Conner 98257 by Sept. 9 at
3:30 p.m.

The 2025 Lodging Tax Fund
Request for Proposal will be
found on the Town website under
the Finance Department at town-
oflaconner.org.

Questions: Maria DeGoede,
Finance Director, financedi-
rector@townoflaconneror.org,
360.466-3125.

Late submissions will not be
accepted.

Town tax

= = = (from page 1)

revenue is minimal and may
reflect the low level of real estate
transactions are occurring. Tax
revenue for the year have ex-
ceeded the budget forecast.

July’s property tax collection
of $1,423 is about the same as
2023’s.

Revenues from the three
wastewater operations funds are
roughly matching 2024’s budget
projections, while expenses
continue to be considerably
below their budget line items.
July’s $221,407 reported totals

$124,964 is the water utility;
sewer revenues are $66,671 and
drainage is $29,772.

Compost fees and sales con-
tribute $63,917.

Revenues from all sources
for the year are 49% of projec-
tions. All expenses total 34% of
planned annual costs, over 70%
below projections, primarily
because the $1.2 million streets
budget has barely been expend-
ed..

Sales tax totals are collections
from town businesses and online
purchases delivered to La Con-
ner addresses.

La Conner has a calendar
fiscal year.
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Chinese EVs are a real threat to U.S. car makers

By Greg Whiting

Back when there were only
three channels on TV, and
you had to change them by
hand, some new cars arrived in
America. To paraphrase a quote
often misattributed to Mahatma
Ghandi: First, Detroit ignored
Japanese car manufacturers.
Then, Detroit laughed at Japanese
car manufacturers. Then,

Detroit fought Japanese car
manufacturers. Then, Japanese
car manufacturers won.

In 1972, according to Detroit,
nobody would ever want small
Japanese cars, and Japan didn’t
understand the U.S. car market.
That year a share in Warren
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway cost
about $80.

Not so many years later, Bruce
Springsteen complained that there
were 57 TV channels and nothing
on any of them. U.S. politicians
and pundits were very, very upset
over the loss of Detroit’s manu-
facturing jobs to Japan. Opinion
shows opined that America was
doomed; that Japan’s business
model was superior; that Japanese
companies were going to buy all
the real estate in the U.S. In the
film “Die Hard,” American John
McClane fought German Hans
Gruber in Los Angeles, sure, but
at Nakatomi Plaza. The guy who
had the money Gruber wanted to
steal from was named Takagi.

Although centralized Japanese
industrial planning hasn’t kept

up with decentralized U.S.
innovation on average, in the
specific case of cars, Detroit
hasn’t yet recovered from its
mistakes of 50 years ago.

Today, everyone can have their
own channel. Platforms like X
and YouTube and a few others are
making Andy Warhol’s prediction
that everyone will be famous for
fifteen minutes look good.

Detroit is ignoring Chinese
electric vehicle manufacturers,
and American interests are saying
the same things about Chinese
EVs that they used to say about
Japanese cars: Nobody wants
them. They’ll never sell in the
u.s.

A share of Berkshire Hathaway
stock is now worth about
$630,000.

Although Berkshire owns a
lot of stock in Apple, Buffett
didn’t buy it back before the Mac
was introduced. Considering his
results, it’s surprising, but Buffett
isn’t known for investing in
innovative companies. Usually,
he buys stock in well-established
businesses. However, there’s at
least one exception: Berkshire
owns about 7% of Chinese elec-
tric vehicle maker BYD.

BYD sells over a million plug-
in EVs a year, including hybrids
and battery-only cars. It stopped
making internal combustion
engine-only vehicles in 2022. It’s
expanded out of China to most
of the rest of the world, including
Japan.

Europe has added tariffs to
BYD’s cars, to compensate for
what Europe deems are subsidies
from the Chinese government.
BYD’s costs are low enough that
it’s selling cars in Europe anyway
and has announced plans to start
building cars in Hungary.

BYD has said that it isn’t
planning on selling cars in the
U.S., citing the possibility of
U.S. tariffs against Chinese car
makers. Compliance with U.S.
safety standards would probably
add enough cost and weight to an
electric car to make a BYD car
less competitive in the U.S. than it
would be in other markets.

However, BYD is one of the
leading suppliers of electric buses
to the United States. And, BYD
is bringing car costs down. It’s a
leader in lithium iron phosphate
batteries, which don’t use metals
with high or volatile prices and
doesn’t have supply chain issues.
It’s realistic to believe that BYD
cars will be competitive in the
U.S., even with tariffs, within a
few years.

Who’s more likely to be right
about Chinese EV manufacturers:
Detroit, or Warren Buffett?

California tribes invest in microgrid project

By Roman Battaglia
Jefferson Public Radio

Four Northern California tribes
are working together on a micro-
grid project to improve power
reliability in their remote region.

The project will help the Yurok,
Hoopa and Karuk Tribes avoid fre-
quent power outages by generating
their own renewable energy.

Heidi Moore-Guynup, from the
Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe, said
these tribes live along one of Pacif-
ic Gas & Electric’s most unreliable
power lines.

“They are without power often,”
she said. “This could be because of
a tree limb. This could be because
of extreme heat. This could be
because of planned or unplanned
power outages. It could be because
there’s an earthquake here on the
coast.”

The Blue Lake Rancheria is
helping develop the microgrid, in-

cluding installing two demonstra-
tion systems at their new govern-
ment building and their resiliency
campus currently under construc-
tion. They already have two other
microgrids, which Moore-Guynup
said are a model for others across
the state.

The microgrids will use solar
panels and batteries, and they’ll be
connected together. That means
power can be redirected to differ-
ent areas where it’s needed. Three
different systems will be installed
for each tribe.

Linnea Jackson, manager of the
Hoopa Valley Tribe Public Utilities
District, said this project will bring
a number of benefits to tribes,
including workforce development.

“We have to be able to sustain
these over the next 10-20 years
and beyond,” Jackson said. “We
need to have that workforce de-
velopment. We need to have tribal
training for electricians and all of

the other workforce components
that are necessary.”

Jackson said the goal is to be
able to supply current power
demands for at least 24 hours if the
power goes out.

The tribes are getting $88
million dollars from the federal
Department of Energy to build this
project. Jackson said the tribes will
need to raise another $88 million
to match that. But, this is still half
the cost of other ways to improve
resiliency, including putting pow-
erlines underground, Jackson said.

They’re working with the
Schatz Energy Research Center at
Cal Poly Humboldt to design this
system. Jackson said they hope to
get the microgrid online by 2029.

First published Aug. 9, 2024.
Copyright 2024 Jefferson Public
Radio. Reprinted with permission.
More at: ijpr.org

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

(More) sadness
from Gaza

I just read an e-mail blurb from
a Tunde Wackman who is staff
at World Central Kitchens. The
New York based non-profit who
is working non-stop in Ukraine,
Sudan and other troubled locales
around the world, including Gaza
and the West Bank. You may re-
call that World Central Kitchens
is the organization that Jeannie
Wedin, myself and others raised
$18,000 for a few years back
feeding refugees in Ukraine.

Now they are distributing
much-needed food to starving
Palestinians. A month or so back
they were in the news resulting
from Israeli Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu’s brutal artillery being
aimed at their ALL WHITE
vans, killing about seven World
Central Kitchens volunteers,
including one American!

Today Tunde advises yet
another of their volunteers was
brutally “murdered” by Israel’s
Defense Forces bombing a food
distribution warehouse managed
by WCK, again killing innocents!

Since Israel’s “genocide”
began last October, | have been
writing and forwarding various
e-mails to our state’s elected
officials: Sen. Patty Murray, Sen.
Maria Cantwell and our more
local U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen. In
those many months of writing
people elected to represent us
I have received exactly zero
responses to my concerns and
pleas to do “something.” Nada,
zip, squat. Instead they are only
asking for more donations to
their reelection campaigns! P.S.
the three of them have received
generous donations from our
(not) good friends at AIPAC

Unless you have been under
a rock, I assume you have heard
of this pro-Israel political action

group. In recent years Murray
has received approximately.
$634,000, Cantwell $300,000
and Larsen an unknown amount.
They are bought and sold as far
as Israel is concerned, recently
voting against their own senate
colleague Bernie Sanders, who
was promoting a bill to have

an existing law enforced that
would have required Israel to
report how our weapons and
voluminous funding is mis-used
in Israel’s genocide. Murray and
Cantwell voted against this.

Oh wait, Iran, Lebanon and
other countries are now in the
sights of Netanyahu’s IDF. Why?
Because they and most of the
world see the true evil of Israel’s
government. Elections are
coming, | would suggest voting
these three out of office. They are
just enabling Israel’s continued
genocide at our expense!

John Leaver
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Neighbors concerned of damage to church’s tree

By Bill Reynolds

The first memory from the La
Conner United Methodist Church
memorial garden project isn’t
what anyone had in mind.

Town of La Conner staff last
week requested that work by
volunteers in the garden cease
while an arborist reviews poten-
tial damage by a backhoe to the
root system of a large Norwegian
spruce tree.

Neighbors voiced their
fears that the tree’s health was
compromised and now poses a
threat to nearby properties and
the historic church building at
Second and Benton during the
public comment segment of the
Aug. 6 planning commission
meeting at Maple Hall.

“There’s concern about the
tree, that it could come down,”
resident Wendy Hubenthal told
commissioners.

Hubenthal said neighbors
became anxious when landscape
work for the garden shifted from
hand labor to use of a backhoe.

“It was vigorously turning
dirt,” Hubenthal said, adding
that it appeared the machine was
chopping toward the tree’s roots.

As many as three of eight tree
roots were severed, neighbors
estimated.

“The good news is the Town has
engaged an arborist,” Hubenthal
said. “There are no villains here.”

Assistant Planner Ajah Eills
said a landscape permit had been
issued for the project with the
understanding that no machinery
would be employed.

“They were given a permit

for minor landscaping in the
(church) courtyard,” Eills said.
“They indicated they would
leave the tree undisturbed. We
thought the work was going to be
done by hand by church volun-
teers.”

Eills surmised that the
backhoe was enlisted to aid the
volunteers, some of whom she
termed church elders.

“We heard from neighbors
that additional impacts were
occurring,” Eills related, “so we
sent code enforcement out.”

Code Enforcement Officer
Aaron Reinstra took photographs
at the site, which is located
within the Historic Preservation
District, said Eills.

“Having many eyes on
something can be a good thing,”
she said. “It’s good to have the
neighbors’ input. A red flag was
raised, and we responded to it.”

The memorial garden, often
called a peace garden, is being
built on a former playground
area dating to when the church
hosted a daycare program.

“It’s our way of preserving the
environment and creating a place
where people can sit down and
experience God’s presence,” the
church’s Rev. Jacob Kanoke said
of the planned garden last month.

“It’s another way of respect-
ing God’s creation,” he told the
Weekly News then.

Eills said the Town expects to
hear soon from Sunshine Tree
Care, retained to review the
matter. She said the arborist will
also be asked to study the Town’s
current tree code to determine if
it needs to be revised.

Mayor Marna Hanneman,
who attended as an audience
member, said she has conferred
with Kanoke and the volunteer
workers.

No one from the church
attended last Tuesday’s meeting,
however.

“We retained an arborist,
an impartial third party,” said
Hanneman. “That’s all we can do
at this point.”

Hanneman reported she rep-
resented La Conner at the recent
White Rock, B.C. Torchlight
Parade.

“As we went down the street,
people yelled “We love La
Conner,”” Hanneman stated. “We
were very well received.”

La Conner and White Rock
have enjoyed sister city status for
several years. Hanneman thanked
planning commissioner John
Leaver for having re-established
the link between the two com-
munities. Interaction between
La Conner and White Rock
had been suspended due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, when the
U.S.-Canada border was closed.

First Street downtown will
convert to one-way southbound
traffic Oct. 9 Eills announced
near the end of the meeting.

“There will be a huge informa-
tional campaign on this in Sep-
tember,” she said, “so that it won’t
come as a surprise to anyone.”

Eills also reported that data
from a recent traffic count study
has been forwarded to Skagit
County for analysis.

“We’re hoping to have that
(analysis) before the end of Au-
gust,” she said.

Shellfish poisoning closes Skagit County
beaches to recreational harvesting

By Ken Stern

The Washington State
Department of Health has closed
recreational harvest for all
shellfish species in most areas
from Skagit Bay north to Padilla
Bay, starting July 26 when they
closed Similk Bay and Skagit
Bay. On Aug. 8 Samish Bay,
Guemes, Cypress, Sinclair.
Vendovi, Hat and Saddlebag
islands, Padilla Bay and West
Fidalgo Island were added

The Skagit County Health
Department posted press releases
announcing the closures, stating
“due to recent samples of shell-
fish containing elevated levels
of Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning
(PSP) toxins, the Washington
State Department of Health has
closed recreational harvest for
all shellfish species.”

The closures are expected
to last for a while due to high
temperatures this summer, said
Samantha Russell, staff with the
Skagit County Department of
Public Health.

Molluscan shellfish include
clams, geoduck, scallops,
mussels, oysters and snails. PSP
and other naturally occurring
biotoxins are not destroyed by
cooking or freezing. Crab meat
is not affected, but “crab butter”
and crab entrails can contain
biotoxins and should be discard-
ed during PSP advisories. Algae
that contain the toxins cannot
be seen and must be detected by
laboratory testing.

Paralytic shellfish poisoning
closures are impacting most
coastal communities in the state.
Sampling determines closures
being lifted or expanded.
Biotoxin levels can change

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

rapidly. Shellfish harvesters are
advised to “Know Before You
Dig” by public health officials.
Health staff advise to always
check for closures at the shellfish
safety map, the best source. They
also advise to call the Marine
Biotoxin Hotline, 800-562-5632.
Early symptoms of PSP can
set in within 30 minutes of
shellfish consumption and may
include: numbness and tingling
around the lips/tongue, vomiting,
diarrhea and abdominal pain,
numbness in arms/legs, muscular

Skagit

Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2

dizziness and incoherence, head-
ache, rapid pulse and/or respira-
tory distress. If you experience
any of these symptoms after
eating shellfish, have someone
take you to the emergency room
immediately or call 911.

For shellfish-related illness
prevention information go to
the community and environment
page at doh.wa.gov/.

At Skagit County Public
Health: Samantha Russell:
srussell@co.skagit.wa.us, (360)
416-1566.

Valley

through October

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

(hristiansonsNursery.com

FD 13 consultant is former
assistant fire chief

By Bill Reynolds

New hire, familiar face.

John Tanaka, who was its
assistant chief a decade ago, is
returning to Skagit County Fire
District 13 near La Conner as a
paid consultant to help develop
long-range plans for expanded
services.

Tanaka’s resume is filled with
fire service experience.

Along with his stint with Dis-
trict 13, Tanaka has been a fire
captain in Everett, a fire response
lecturer and instructor, a consul-
tant to several other departments
and consulted on a project to
rebuild statewide firefighting
training procedures.

Fire District 13 Commission
Chair Bruce Tanaka’s exper-
tise will be tapped to assist the
district as it navigates what he
called “a season of change.”

At the Aug. 8 public meeting
Shellhamer said that money had
been budgeted to fill a district ex-
ecutive assistant/interim assistant
fire chief position.

The district, whose coverage
area is comprised of Swinomish
Reservation and rural La Conner,
has launched several new initia-
tives.

It has increased staffing and
invested resources to man a
proactive CARES (Community
Assistance Referral and Edu-
cation Services) program and
station firefighting and emergen-
cy medical teams twice weekly
at Summit Park.

Its crews conducted a ma-
jor multi-agency wildland fire
training and evacuation exercise
and entered preliminary talks
with Town of La Conner officials
about potentially teaming to form
a joint regional fire protection
authority.

“We’re working on the
semantics (of Tanaka’s role),”
said Shellhamer.

Tanaka told the Weekly News
afterward that he considers
himself a consultant and will
split time between tours at the
district’s Snee-Oosh Road offices
and working remotely.

“Hopefully, at the end of a six-
month period,” said Fire Chief
Wood Weiss, “John will help me
choose an assistant chief. We
have a lot of good people here.
I’m hopeful that a year from now

you can look back at some good
big changes.”

“I’'m good with it,” Commis-
sioner J.J. Wilbur said before the
unanimous vote. He was one of
the few people attending who
had not previously worked with
Tanaka. “I would love to see the
fire district build up and have a
lot of full-time firefighters.”

Commissioner John Doyle
noted the fortunate timing of
Tanaka returning to the district
fold. The district is in the second
year of a five-year strategic plan
designed to guide its direction
and allocation of resources.

“It’s important to establish
goals and objectives and how to
measure them,” Doyle stressed.

“Setting a good foundation
in policies and procedures has
been a big part of my career,”
Tanaka said. “I know just about
everybody at this table and we
can work together to keep all our
strength going forward.

Doyle expressed optimism that
the district and Town of La Con-
ner can reach an accord whereby
their respective fire services
work in concert and avoid dupli-
cation and redundancy issues.

“Economically,” Doyle said,
“it makes sense. We’re not in any
hurry to do anything, but again, it
has always made sense econom-
ically.”

Doyle said he and Weiss were
scheduled to meet later that day
with Town Administrator Scott
Thomas and Fire Chief Aaron
Reinstra.

Weiss and training officer
Chris Olbu provided initial
positive reviews of scheduling
personnel shifts at Summit Park,
begun on a trial basis in mid-
June.

“We were very busy (in June,”
Olbu confirmed. “It has been a
little slower this month, but it’s
something that has been helping
the community.”

“So far,” echoed Weiss, “it’s
been a success. At some point,
we’ll probably have to look at
the possibility of expanding the
program.”

Weiss reported that a district
crew led by battalion chief Jamie
Jurdi was mobilized as part of
the 750-member firefighter force

(continued on page 4)
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Swinomish March Against Addiction coincides with new federal bill

By Bill Reynolds

Perhaps the largest gathering
yet met for the 10th March
Against Addiction last
Wednesday, a stirring and
emotional four-mile trek
through Swinomish Village
neighborhoods to raise
awareness and offer support to
combat the opioid crisis.

Federal lawmakers weren’t
there but were clearly in step.

Seven members of the U.S.
House of Representatives last
week co-sponsored bipartisan
legislation introduced by Rep.
Rick Larsen, D-Everett, to give
tribal courts and law enforce-
ment agencies more tools and
resources to battle the nation’s
devastating opioid epidemic.

Tribal leaders, including
Swinomish Senate Chairman
Steve Edwards, also emphasized
how the new bill, entitled the
Protection for Reservation
Occupants Against Trafficking
and Evasive Communications
Today (PROTECT) Act,
enables tribal courts and law

enforcement to hold drug
traffickers accountable to build
safer and healthier communities.

“Tribes in my district have
told me about the unique
challenges their courts and law
enforcement face to hold drug
traffickers accountable,” Larsen
said in a statement issued Aug.
8. “The PROTECT Act takes
significant steps toward address-
ing the many concerns I hear.”

Edwards agreed, specifying
key points in the legislation,
also sponsored by Washington
U.S. House members Adam
Smith, Derek Kilmer and Marie
Gluesenkamp Perez, all Demo-
crats.

“This legislation is important
for three key reasons,” Edwards
said. “First, this bill will enhance
our ability to investigate crimes,
which in turn will help ensure
the safety of our community.
This bill will allow our tribal
law enforcement to utilize the
prompt review by a Swinomish
Court judge of a request for a
search warrant on social media
platforms that will be honored

by the platforms, and as a result
we can quickly tackle incoming
drugs and other illegal activity.

“Second,” he said, “this
bill helps restore the inherent
sovereignty of tribes by recog-
nizing tribal criminal jurisdiction
over offenses involving drugs
and firearms. Restoring tribal
criminal jurisdiction over these
offenses will allow for swift and
certain repercussions for those
who are violating the criminal
drug and firearms laws of the
tribe.

“Third and finally,” said
Edwards, “the ability to utilize
the Bureau of Prisons Tribal
Prisoner Program provides
access to a potentially useful
resource for tribes.”

Edwards is a frequent
participant in the Swinomish
march, whose theme is “This
Has to Stop,” and invites
supporters to march shoulder-to-
shoulder while calling for an end
to drug and alcohol abuse.

The event seeks prayers — not
condemnation — and uplifts the
memories of those who’ve lost

their fight with addiction. Fam-
ilies mourning the passing of
loved ones displayed photos of
the deceased while marching.

Marchers this year donned
tee-shirts bearing the logos of
the Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community, Sauk-Suiattle Tribe
and Didgwalic Wellness Center.

“We started with 50 shirts the
first year,” recalled event orga-
nizer Eugene “Huge” Edwards.
“The next year we had 100
shirts. The following year it was
200 shirts. Last year and this
year, it was 900 shirts.”

The marchers were encour-
aged prior to setting out by
prayer warriors of various faiths
and Beverly Keyes, CEO of
Didgwalic, the tribe’s outpatient
treatment center on March Point
Road, which serves natives and
non-natives alike.

“It’s truly an honor to be part
of the Swinomish community,”
said Keyes, who thanked Eugene
Edwards for his work coordinat-
ing the march.

“Recovery is a process,”
she stressed. “Every day we

go to work, we see little steps.
Eventually that turns into major
progress.”

A corps of tribal singers and
drummers and Eugene Edwards
led. Swinomish Police officers
and Fire District 13 crews pro-
vided traffic control.

Eugene Edwards, like Keyes,
inspired the marchers to carry
out their mission on what was
a hot summer afternoon. After
each had received a water bottle
and towel, he reminded them of
their purpose.

“We’re here, making a state-
ment,” he said. “We’re making
this walk for our children and
grandchildren. None of us is
perfect. If we were perfect, we
wouldn’t be here. We’re not here
judging one another. We’re here
to celebrate one another and
show that we can beat this.”

He took inspiration from those
participating.

“I look around,” he said, “and
| see people visiting with one
another, hugging one another.
Why do | do this every year? It’s
not for me. It’s for everybody.”

La Conner Schools silencing cell phones on campus

By Bill Reynolds

Cell phones have their place.
But starting this fall the La Conner
Schools campus won’t be one of
them.

District administrators have
rolled out a plan for the new
school year that creates a cell
phone free zone, a policy approved
two years ago.

School board members endorsed
the plan — designed to assure
fewer classroom distractions and
greater student focus on academ-
ics — during their hour-long Aug.
12 meeting in the adminstrative
building.

“We’re not changing policy,”
Board President Susie Deyo
stressed. “We passed the policy
in October of ’22. That laid the
groundwork. This is about proce-
dures.”

Deyo said that over the past
couple years board members and
district staff have sought student
input on school cell phone usage.

“They were very positive,” said
Deyo, “about limiting the use of
cell phones.”

Deyo praised Superintendent
David Cram and Director of
Teaching and Learning Beth
Clothier for developing a plan that
implements the policy.

“We feel it’s important to get
students back to engaging with
learning and interpersonal commu-
nication,” Clothier told the Weekly
News Monday afternoon.

She said teachers had requested
that cell phone usage be addressed.

“We’re super excited to have
their voice put first,” Clothier said.

Data indicate that in the wake
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of the COVID-19 pandemic,
when school districts were limited
to online instruction for stay-at-
home students, teens significantly
increased their cell phone usage.

Clothier told the board that
some students report using their
cell phones up to nine hours daily.

She presented statistics showing
that nearly half of middle and high
school students responding to a
survey said cell phone usage at
school is problematic.

“We want to help kids to put
their phones away and act inter-
personally with one another,” said
Clothier. “We’re hoping they’ll
have actual conversations and
interact with one another.”

She said cell phone restrictions
are intended to enhance student
social-emotional well-being and
higher scholastic engagement.

Cram agreed, while insisting
that the plan doesn’t represent a
total technology ban.

“We’re not denying access to
technology for our students,” he
said. “They will have their laptops,
which we feel are more useful
academically.”

Cram said the initial focus is
sharing why the district wants to
restrict student cell phone use. He
and Clothier said implementation
details will come after feedback is
received from parents.

“We’re trying to avoid getting
into the nitty-gritty of it until we
hear from the community,” Cram
said.

He and Clothier did say,
however, that one option would be
to provide students with a Yondr
pouch for storing and locking
phones during the school day.

105 S IST STREET, LA CONNER

Board member Kim Pedroza
said that assigning the pouches
could help relieve student stress
that might arise if cell phones
were required to be turned into a
campus office.

The district plans to provide
families with a flier outlining the
creation of a cell phone free learn-
ing environment during the Aug.
14 Swinomish Back-to-School
Bash at John K. Bob Ball Park.

The flier, which the Weekly
News was provided, states “having
a cell phone free school enables us
to focus on the district’s strategic
plan for all learners to engage,
connect and achieve.”

Cram and Clothier conceded
that some heavy lifting might
remain.

“We recognize that families
will have concerns,” Clothier said.
“Families have grown accustomed
to being in constant communica-
tion with their kids.”

Cram said that other school
districts in the state — most prom-
inently Mercer Island in King
County — are moving to signifi-
cantly reduce student cell phone
use on their campuses.

“This is a big lift,” Cram noted.
“But we think it’s an important

lift for the benefit of our students.
They may not think so at first, but
we think it will be for the best.”

The school board concurred.

“I’m in favor of the cell phone
policy,” said board member John
Agen, participating by phone.

“This is for the best for every-
one,” board member Alana Quin-
tasket added. “Everyone deserves
to have a classroom where there’s
undivided attention.”

“This,” said Deyo, “is about
stepping up for the best interest of
kids.”

The board also approved:

A budget extension that reflect
revenues and expenditures related
to several grant awards received
by the district, including the 21st
Century grant for the Braves Hub
program and one to solarize cam-
pus buildings.

Cascadia Renewables to manage
the district’s solar grant project.

An interlocal agreement with
the Swinomish Indian Tribal Com-
munity to create and maintain a
long-sought ethnobotanical garden
project. “We’ve had discussions
and designs for this,” Deyo said.
“We just needed a document and
now we have one. This is a great
project.”

VOTED SKAGIT'S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023

EST. 1972 Family Operated

& EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Swinomish days
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impacted the area. The tribal envi-
ronmental protection department
issued a cautionary air quality
update at the weekend’s start.
Fortunately, by most accounts,
Swinomish Days provided enough
of a breath of fresh air to offset the
lingering smoky conditions.

FD 13
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battling the Stehekin wildfire in
central Washington.

“Jamie called last Friday,”
Weiss said, “but | haven’t heard
from him in a couple days.
They’ve been busy.”

Capt. Ted Taylor, the district’s
emergency management coor-
dinator, said efforts continue to
craft an evacuation plan for Shel-
ter Bay and Swinomish Village
in the event of a swift-moving
wildfire or other natural disaster.

Place an
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Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Local Authors
This Saturday
11am-4pm
Open 7 days a week!
10-6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800
www.seaportbooks.com
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FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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Junior Art Walk
will be Aug. 23

La Conner’s kids will show their
artistic talent at the inaugural Junior
Art Walk Aug. 23. The Museum of
Northwest Art, participating local
businesses, restaurants and galleries
will open their doors to showcase
junior artworks in their windows
throughout the day and weekend.

The art walk takes place along
Morris and First streets. It will
feature a colorful array of pieces
crafted by budding artists ranging
from ages 10-18. Young artists have
been supported with supplies, space
and instruction for their creation of
finished artwork they will display
within La Conner’s business
community.

The project and the weekend is
free and open to the public thanks
to the generous donations made last
August during the Tom Robbins
day Parade and Community Raffle.
It has been developed by the La
Conner Swinomish Library in
collaboration with MONA Link
and Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community.

It kicks off 3:30 p.m. at the La
Conner Swinomish Library. Satur-
day and Sunday take the self-guided
art tour.

“We are thrilled to launch the
first-ever Junior Art Walk in La
Conner,” said Stephanie Banaszak,
library board member. “This event is
a wonderful opportunity to celebrate
the imagination and talent of our
youth. The formal art walk takes
place Friday afternoon, Aug. 23 and
stays up for the entire weekend. La
Conner will be alive with inspiration
and artistic exploration, reinforcing
its artful heritage by celebrating
youth art, their families and mentors
and the entire community.”

All La Conner artists ages 10-18
are encouraged to participate in
the weekly art modules held at the
library’s meeting room Wednesdays,
from 10-11:30 a.m. Refreshments
and art supplies are provided.

Adult La Conner artists are still
needed to mentor the remaining
art modules. To volunteer, call the
library at 360-466-3352.

Information: LaConnerSwinom-
ishLibrary.org; 360-466-3352.

Source: La Conner Swinomish
Library
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Mark your calendars for these
upcoming arts and entertainment
activities.

Come to Deception Pass

State Park for American roots
concerts at 7 p.m. Saturdays.
The entertainment lineup: Aug.
17, Chumlilies; Aug. 24, Whisky
Deaf Quartet. Follow signs; park-
ing will be limited at Deception
Pass due to damage from winter
storms.

La Conner Live 2024 Summer
Concert Series continues in
Gilkey Square every Sunday
from 1-4 p.m. through Sept. 8
at First and Morris streets. The
final weeks feature: The Walrus,
Aug. 18; Cascadia Groove,
Aug. 25; Pacific Twang, Sept. 1;
Chris Eger — Richard Williams
Invitational Jam, Sept. 8.

Anacortes Summer Concerts.
The Port of Anacortes presents
its 2024 free summer concert
series at Seafarers’ Memorial
Park, 601 Seafarers Way. See
the concert lineup below and
online at portofanacortes.com/
events.

THEATRE

FRIDAY
SEPT6
7:30 PM

COODTINI-ROCICN' RO
4

7125. 15t St - Mount Vernon  @F£ @
360.336.8955 i

lincolntheatre.org ® P“;EES

Library Happenings

By Katryna Barber

Artists ages 10-18, it is not
too late to join the Junior Art
Walk. If you have art that you
made and would like to show in
businesses around town, please
bring it to the library by 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 21. Make sure
your name and phone number
are on the back.

Summer is winding down and
so is summer reading, but we
still have tons of fun activities
here at the library before school
starts. Musicians ages 10-18,
come to the library on Tuesday,
Aug. 20 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
for our day long song writing
workshop with musician Keeth
Apgar; lunch and snacks
provided. Please be sure to sign
up ahead — call or stop by the
library.

For our younger readers,
come see a fire truck up close!
Firefighter Natalie will be at the
library with a fire truck and a
fellow firefighter for a special
story time on Friday, Aug. 23,
11-11:30 a.m.

Friday, Aug. 30 is the last
day of summer reading. We’ll
be making ice cream after
story time. Bring your mittens:
Making handmade ice cream is
a cold business! It is rumored
that the very hungry caterpillar
will be donating cookies for this
event.

Also, summer readers, don’t
forget to bring your completed
reading logs to the library and
pick up your prize.

Our late summer/early fall
programming kicks off on

Wednesday, Aug. 28, 6-7 p.m.
Join local photographer Andy
Porter to learn about how to
capture the perfect night sky
photo.

Tuesday, Sept. 17, 1-3 p.m.,
join us for a Lushootseed
storytelling workshop focused
on Lady Louse, a favorite of
Vi Hilbert. Please RSVP via
srabel@Iclib.lib.wa.us or call
or stop by the library to secure
your spot at this engaging work-
shop co-hosted by our Library
Foundation and Lushootseed
Research. Swinomish Lushoot-
seed teacher Kyle Bailey, will be
presenting as will Lady Louse
experts Rebecca Chamberlain,
Janet Yoder and Robby Ru-
dine. Come to learn about Lady
Louse, the power of storytelling
and to even write your own
Lady Louse tale if you would
like! Refreshments, coffee and
tea will be included.

Saturday, Sept. 21, 11 a.m.-1
p.m., Dr. Gerry Ebalaraoza-Tun-
nell will lead a workshop on
“The Power of Ha: Engaging
the Breath of Life.” Lunch will
be provided. Please RSVP via
srabel@Iclib.lib.wa.us or call
or stop by the library to join
this immersive workshop on the
profound impact of breathwork
and embodying the principles
of Aloha — ask, listen, observe,
heart and adapt. Dr. Gerry is
dedicated to fostering the princi-
ples of connection, compassion
and cohesive community.

With all these exciting events
and activities coming up, we
hope to see you at the library
soon!
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Junior Artist, Jonathan Gonzalez

Streels

YOU NEED TO SEE THEM IN PERSON - Caravan Gallery owner
Linda Banaszak travels worldwide searching for local artisans’ crafts
to stock her store. Photographer Terry Divyak has traveled with her in
search of great pictures. The zebras crossing and many others are now

on display at the store.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Art in the Garden Aug. 25

Skagit Symphony holds its
premier community fundrais-
er, Art in the Garden Bash, on
August 25th at Briarwood Estate
from 2-5pm. Art, music, exqui-
site gardens, a complementary
Skagit Valley strawberry short-
cake with berries from Schuh
Farms, a raffle of an original
Roger Small sculpture and wine
for purchase are winning combi-
nation for a perfect afternoon.

Wander through an enchant-
ing 10-acre garden retreat while
you enjoy the sounds of Skagit

Symphony and set your sights on
fabulous works from well-known
Skagit artists — don’t miss this
Garden of Note!

For only $40 you can have a
relaxing afternoon and support
Skagit Symphony, your commu-
nity orchestra.

Buy tickets at Christianson’s
Nursery or Tri-Dee Arts and
online at skagitsymphony.com,
BrownPaperTickets.com or scan
the QR code below.

Source Skagit Symphony

Summer band concert Aug. 24

Join the Skagit Community
Band Saturday Aug. 24 at 2 p.m.

for its annual Summer Concert at

Gilkey Square in La Conner. As

always, the concert is free. Bring
lawn chairs, hats and sun screen.

Source: Skagit Community
Band
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Seafarers” Memorial Park
601 Seafarers Way 'Anacortes

Wednesday and Friday Evenings 6-8pm

portofanacortes.com - events@portofanacortes.com - 360-293-3134
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Incumbent Skagit
County Commissioner
Ron Wesen (R-Bow) is
comfortably ahead of
Hope Island challenger
Rylee Fleury, with 66%
of District 1 votes.

In November these
candidates will run
countrywide.

Rep. Rick Larsen
(D-Everett), with 43.7%
of Skagit County votes,
will face Sedro-Woolley

resident Cody Hart, a
MAGA Republican Party
candidate with 23.6%
here. Republican Party
candidate Leif Johnson,
from Whidbey Island, has
12% of the Skagit vote
and Burlington resident
Edwin Stickle, a Democrat
with 6.3% of the vote, is a
distant fourth.

The Second Congres-
sional District includes
Island, San Juan, Skagit
and Whatcom counties
and part of Snohomish
County. Larsen has 48.3%
of the districtwide vote.

Skagit County election
staff have counted 34,881
ballots through Aug. 12 of
approximately 37,500. An
estimated 44% cast ballots
of the 86,514 residents
registered to vote.

\ote updates were
reported by the election
office staffs in Skagit
and Snohomish counties
Tuesday after the Weekly
News went to press. The
Secretary of State’s office
will certify all elections
Aug. 20.

Fires
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while enhancing our ability
to respond to wildfires in
high-risk areas,” Jacque
Buchanan, Pacific North-
west regional forester at
the Forest Service, said in
a statement.

Meanwhile, the
Northwest Interagency
Coordination Center’s
seven-day outlook
for wildfire shows the
potential for large fires
in some regions of the
Pacific Northwest is above
normal.

Currently, Kyle-Milward
said the state has adequate
resources to deal with
the fires on Washington’s
lands. Commissioner of
Public Lands Hilary Franz
asked Gov. Jay Inslee to
call in the Washington
National Guard last month
to help. Since then, two
Guard helicopters have
helped drop water on fires
throughout eastern Wash-
ington.

Kyle-Milward said the
state also has some out-of-
state resources assisting
with larger fires, but as
the rest of the West Coast
burns, federal and out-of-
state crews and equipment
could become stretched.

Oregon is on track to

set a new record for the
amount of land burned

in a wildfire season. The
state has already seen 1.3
million acres burn this year
and now has 34 large fires,
with five over 100,000
acres each.

Kyle-Milward urged the
public to be fire-conscious.
Yard equipment, loose
chains dragging behind
vehicles and cigarettes
can all be enough to spark
a fire in dry summer
conditions. And even small
fires can strain local and
state resources to fight
larger fires elsewhere,
Kyle-Milward said.

A statewide burn ban
remains in effect on all
state lands.

“We’ve still got a lot of
potential on the landscape
for fire,” Kyle-Milward
said. “We’ve still got a lot
of fire weather in the fore-
cast. It’s going to continue
for at least another three
weeks.”

Smoke incoming
Meanwhile, hazy skies
and poor air quality could
be on the way for western
Washington residents
as smoke from eastern
Washington and Canadian
fires move in.
Bellingham, Mount
\ernon and interior parts
of the state could start to

see moderate air quality
starting Thursday, accord-
ing to the Northwest Clean
Air Agency. “Moderate”
means air quality is good,
but there could be some
risk for people who are
sensitive to air pollution.

In coastal areas of west-
ern Washington, air quality
is likely to remain some-
where between good and
moderate, according to the
agency. Smoke that stays
at a high altitude could
make skies look hazy, but
air quality on the ground
could still be good.

Much of central
and parts of eastern
Washington had moderate
air quality, as of Thursday
and it was likely to remain
that way into Friday.

Southwest Washington,
including Vancouver and
the Columbia Gorge, could
see air quality at moderate
or unhealthy for sensitive
groups as smoke moves
south from the Williams
Mine fire, burning
southwest of Mount Adams
in the Gifford Pinchot
National Forest.

First published Aug.
8, 2024. Copyright 2024
Washington State Stan-
dard. Reprinted with
permission. More at:
washingtonstatestandard.
com.
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— Weekly SUDOKU

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOR LODGING TAX
FUNDING
The Town of La Conner is ac-
cepting requests for Hotel/Mo-
tel tax distributions for budget
year 2025. The 2025 Lodging
Tax Fund Request for Propos-
al may be found on the Town
website under the Finance
Department at www.townofla-
conner.org. All requests must
be received (no postmarks)
at La Conner Town Hall, 204
Douglas, PO Box 400, La
Conner, WA 98257 by 3:30

p.m. on September 9, 2024.

Please address any questions
to Maria DeGoede, Finance
Director, at financedirector@
townoflaconneror.org or call
360.466-3125.

Late submissions will not be
accepted.

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News August 14 &
21, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SNOHOMISH COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATES OF:
LELAND KENNETH
NELSON,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-01618-31
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
THE PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE NAMED
BELOW has been appointed
as personal representative of
this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c);
or (2) four months after the
date of first publication of the
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame,
the claim is forever barred,
except as otherwise provided
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW
11.40.060. This bar is effective
as to claims against both the
decedent’s probate and non-

probate assets.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: August 14, 2024.

Franklin L. Nelson

Personal Representative

Attorney for Personal

Representative:

Bradley E. Neunzig,

WSBA #22365

Address for Mailing or

Service:

P.O. Box 188

103 North Street

Arlington, WA 98223

Court of probate proceedings
and cause number: Snohomish
County Superior Court, Cause
No. 24-4-01618-31.

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News Aug. 14, 21, 28,
2024.

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE
SWINOMISH TRIBAL
COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN
RESERVATION
In the Petition for
Dissolution of Marriage:
Talia Robinson v. Darrell
Robinson
Case No. CVPO-2024-0013
NOTICE OF HEARING
ON PETITION FOR
DISSOLUTION
TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a
Hearing on a Petition for Dis-
solution filed with this Court
will take place, Thursday, Sep-
tember 19, 2024 at 11:00am in
the Swinomish Tribal Court
located at 17337 Reservation
Rd. This notice is published

pursuant to STC 7-09.080.

The purpose of this hearing is
for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Petition
for Dissolution of Marriage,
and whether to grant a Perma-
nent Protection Order.

If you have any questions
regarding the nature of this
hearing or the location of
the Swinomish Tribal Court,
please contact the Court Clerk
at (360)-466-2097.

DATED this the 12th day of
August, 2023. Auston Jimmic-
um, Tribal Law Clerk.

Published in La Conner
Weekly News August 14, 21,
28, and September 4, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF WASHINGTON
CLARK COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT
In the matter of the Estate
of: CARL P. WIGEN,
Deceased.

NO: 24-4-00957-06
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Estate Administrator
named below has been ap-
pointed as Estate Administra-
tor of this estate. Any person
having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the Estate
Administrator or the Estate
Administrator’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the Estate Administrator
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate  and  non-probate

assets.

Date of first publication:

August 14, 2024

Estate Administrator:

DEBORAH A. WIGEN

Attorney for Estate

Administrator:

NICHOLAS ALEXANDER

Address for mailing or ser-
vice: c/o Vancouver Wills

and Trusts

405 W 13th Street

Vancouver, WA 98660

Court of probate proceedings
and cause number:

CLARK COUNTY SUPERI-
OR COURT

CAUSE NO. 24-4-00957-06

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News Aug. 14, 21, 28,
2024

LEGAL NOTICE IN THE
SWINOMISH TRIBAL
COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN
RESERVATION
In the Petition for Custody
of:

Imani Espinoza
DOB: 07/06/21
Case No. CVCD-2024-0011
NOTICE OF HEARING
ON PETITION FOR
CUSTODY
TO: Any concerned parties.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
will please take notice that a
Hearing on a Petition for Cus-
tody filed with this Court will
take place, Monday, Septem-
ber 16, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. in
the Swinomish Tribal Court
located at 17337 Reservation
Rd. This notice is published

pursuant to STC 7-09.080.

The purpose of this hearing is
for the Court to decide wheth-
er to grant or deny the Peti-
tion for Custody of the above
named child.

If you have any questions
regarding the nature of this
hearing or the location of
the Swinomish Tribal Court,
please contact the Court Clerk
at (360)-466-2097.

DATED this the 26th day of
July, 2024. Auston Jimmicum,
Tribal Law Clerk.

Published in La Conner
Weekly News, July 31, Aug. 7,
14, and 21, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY

KEITH DEWEY, as his
separate property Plaintiff vs.

THE HEIRS & DEVISEES
OF ROY E. HAGIN,
Deceased; THE HEIRS &
DEVISEES OF NELLIE E.
HAGIN, Deceased; THE
HEIRS & DEVISEES OF
LEONARD E. HAGIN,
Deceased; THE HEIRS &
DEVISEES OF DOROTHY
HAGIN, Deceased; AND
ALL OTHER PERSONS
UNKNOWN CLAIMING
ANY INTEREST IN OR
TO THE SUBJECT REAL
PROPERTY

Defendants
Ne  24-2-00745-29

SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON TO: ALL
PERSONS UNKNOWN
CLAIMING ANY
INTEREST IN OR TO
THE SUBJECT REAL
PROPERTY, Defendants:
You are hereby summoned to
appear within sixty days after
the date of the first publica-
tion of this summons, to wit,
within sixty days after the 24th
day of July, 2022, and defend
the above entitled action in the
above entitled court, and an-
swer the complaint of the plain-
tiff, and serve a copy of your
answer upon the undersigned
attorney for plaintiff at his of-
fice below stated; and in case of
your failure so to do, judgment
will be rendered against you
according to the demand of the
complaint, which has been filed

with the clerk of said court.

The object of this action is to
quiet title to certain real prop-
erty, located in Skagit County,
Washington, and described as
follows:

That portion of the West 20
feet of the East 600 feet of
Government Lot 1, Section 13,
Township 35 North, Range 10
East, W.M. lying North of the
Skagit River.

DATED: July 22, 2024.

/sl
CRAIG SJOSTROM #21149
Attorney for Plaintiff
1204 Cleveland Ave.

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 848-0339

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 24, 31, Aug.
7,14,21, and 28, 2024.
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The aroma of these
baking sure brought me
back to my stepmother’s
kitchen. We ate these
more in the summer
when my mother traded
her home baked goods
with our neighbor, who
grew cabbage. | exper-
imented with the rice in
this recipe and found un-
cooked instant white rice
was the best for texture.

Ingredients

e Cabbage, 1 medium
green

e Ground beef, ¥ Ib.

* Onion, ¥z cup
chopped

« Instant white rice, %2
cup

¢ Tomato sauce, 15
ounce can

* Hungarian paprika,
1/8 tsp

e Black pepper, 1/8 tsp

e Sour cream

Preparation

Heat water in a large
pot. Submerse the whole
head of cabbage. As the
water heats, use tongs

By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor
Cabbage Rolls

to peel 6 leaves, cutting
where they attach to

the stem. Place each
softened cabbage leaf
in a bowl. In a large
nonporous bowl, add the
ground beef, chopped
onion, spices and % cup
of the tomato sauce. Mix
in the rice. Lay out one
cabbage leaf and scoop
%, cup of the meat mix-
ture in the center. Fold
over the edges of the
cabbage leaf. Place into
a casserole dish. When
all are rolled, pour the
remaining tomato sauce
over the top. Cover

and bake 40 minutes.
Remove lid and bake an
additional 10 minutes.
Serve with a dollop of
sour cream.

Super Crossword

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

Annual Summer Concert

Hear the Skagit Community Band
Saturday Aug. 24 at 2 p.m. for

its annual Summer Concert at
Gilkey Square in La Conner. As
always, the concert is free. Bring
lawn chairs and sun screen.

Animal, landscape and rural
travel photography by travel
photographer Terry Divyak on
display at Caravan Gallery, 619
1st Street, La Conner. Open
daily.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library.
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.Iclib.lib.wa.us.
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
+ Storytime for Children. 11 a.m.
Fridays.
¢ Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
+ Dungeons & Dragons Club.
3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount
Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov.

+ Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m.

Tuesdays. For young ones
who may be shy.

* Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. Classic board
games for a variety of ages.

Submit an event

Want to get more eyes
on your event before
the next Weekly News
hits the street? Go to
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit
your event!

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

+ Family Storytime: 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to
5, siblings welcome.

+ LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820

E. Washington Ave., Burlington.

360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/

library.

¢ Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For
ages 6 and under and their
caregivers. Enjoy stories and
songs in English and Spanish.

MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber

Arts Museum. 703 S. Second

St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday through Sunday.

gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.

Current exhibit through Oct. 13:

* Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt
Nihon. Various artists

+ Second Floor: Word Quilts.

ENDING IN
FIVE DIGITS
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Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current
exhibit through Sept. 29:

+ Signs, Signs, Everywhere
Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson
of Mortenson Signs.

Museum of Northwest Art.

121 N. First St., La Conner. 10

a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through

Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday

and Monday. monamuseum.org,

360-466-4446. Current exhibits

through Sept. 29:

+ Joseph Gregory Rossano:
Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection
of large-scale works.

+ William Morris: Early Rituals.
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank.
Food distribution from 2:30-5
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington.
360-757-0445. Find volunteer
and donation opportunities online
at skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday.
Non-essentials every first
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211.
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.

1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions.
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not
just for men, everyone welcome.
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount
Vernon. SMGC promotes interest
in recreational gardening.

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple
Center. For current agenda go to
www.townoflaconner.org. Select
“Notify Me” for information.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish
Regional Library. Library board
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third
Tuesdays in the library, 520
Morris St., La Conner.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m.
Mondays at Shawn O’'Donnell’s
restaurant. Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers.
Gamblers Anonymous meets at
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount
Vernon Senior Center, 1401
Cleveland Ave.

Skagit Conservation District.
Regular board meeting at 7:30
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

FOR RENT: Quiet and peaceful
private office space for rent over-
looking Skagit Bay. Second floor
office with southern exposure
and great natural light. Office is
8' X 22’ (176 sf). Wired for phone
and internet. Restrooms on main
floor. Utilities included. $350 per
month. Contact John at 425-218-
8820.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

5 9 1
8 7
7 3 6 4
4 8
516 9
3 8
618 5
2 6
1 413

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @4 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Sunday, August 4

6:50 p.m.: Overzealous humans - Re-
port of a dog locked in a car on a warm
day. A deputy responded and found the
car had windows down and was parked
in the shade. The dog was fine with no
sign of distress. N 1st St, La Conner

Tuesday, August 6

8:38 p.m.: Scary loud bang - Subject
reported that he was parked under the
twin bridges when another truck drove
into the parking lot and fired a gun at
him. Multiple deputies responded and
found that the truck involved was still
on scene after the victim had fled to
call police. During a contact with the
suspect vehicle, it was determined
that they had thrown a firecracker out
the window and did not even know the
other truck was occupied. The was no
shooting from either truck. SR 20, Twin
Bridges

Monday, August 5

11:05 a.m.: Make sure it is locked —
Two vehicles were broken into sometime
in the past few days. Caller thought both
vehicles were locked but there was no
sign of forced entry. Security cameras on
the property were not working and there
is no suspect information. Satterlee Rd, .
oo Friday, August 9

7:24 p.m.: Trifecta stop — Car stopped
for speeding on Maple Ave that was
going 52mph in the 25mph zone. The
driver was cited for speeding, suspended
driving, and no ignition interlock when
required. Maple Ave. / Caledonia St., La
Conner

11:50 a.m.: Secure everything, every-
where — A theft of construction tools from
a job site occurred sometime overnight.
The tools were left in an unfinished
building and were not secured. A deputy
is investigating for any possible leads.
Center St, La Conner

Raven's Cup Coffee ¢ Arc Gallery

We have tea, too. Come in for tea for two!
Delectable tea blends from La Conner Tea Co.
Rooibos varieties, including caffeine-free Earl Grey
Matcha fit for an emperor
And other carefully curated teas from all over the world!
Open at 7 am daily - 106 S. 1st St., La Conner

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

RM«QMA‘HM'

CANDLE COMPANY

Oak Harbor:
* August 30'Through
o ‘September 1, 2024

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
FREE 3 DAY
MUSIC FESTIVAL

NON PROFIT 501 (c)(3) - EIN#L46-1637770

OakHarbhorFestival.com

Sponsored in part by

C~

CITY OF

Oa Har or

WHIDBEY ISLAND, WASHINGTON

island thrift

A QUIET SUMMER MORNING IN LA CONNER — Oh my gosh, it is the last month of summer! The sun is not
rising as early or as high in the sky, but walk the boardwalk when the breeze is not ruffling the water, early

or late and get a twofer: Rainbow Bridges above and below.

— Photo by Ken Stern

LISTEN AND LEARN TO BE PREPARED - Only you can prevent any fire, maybe. La Conner volunteer
firefighter Natalie Baler spoke to about a dozen people at the La Conner Swinomish Library Saturday. Wrote
Kathy Shiner: “Very informative. I[n] using a fire extinguisher, we were able to practice PASS, acronym for
pull pin, aim, squeeze and sweep. Main take away first call 911 to get the experts alerted and on their way

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

ARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap
Dump Trucking
Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

>,

STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES!

FREE DELIVERY = ON FULL LOADS = TO MOST AREAS

Colebnating Oun 50th Year in 2024

Bark ¢ Topsoil ¢ Compost ¢« Mulch ¢ Sawdust ¢ Shavings °
Cedar Chips * Hogged Fuel « Sand « Gravel « Rock * Recycle Services
Delivery Large & Small

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm
360-293-7188

12469 RESERVATION ROAD,ANACORTES
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

For Sale

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

This is no unicorn!
It is a vibrant, successful newspaper

Buy your next job and retire in it
Call me:

360-202-4660

Journey as you were meant to, aboard an
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is
crafted to meet the specific needs of our
discerning owners. Let yours take you
where you most want to go.

— Photo courtesy of Kathy Shiner

| Moments
Jin time

* On Aug. 26, 1791, John Fitch and
James Rumsey were each granted a
federal patent for the steamboat. The
men were rivals who devised different
systems for, and battled over claims to,
the invention.

*On Aug. 27,1976, the United States
Tennis Association barred transgender
athlete Renée Richards (born Richard
Raskind) from competing in the U.S.
Open as a woman, stating she needed
to pass a chromosomal test. Richards
failed the test, sued the USTA, and a
year later was granted the right to com-
pete following a New York Supreme
Court ruling in her favor.

In Home Caregiver
Experience with compassion.

* Personal care

* Transportation
 Grocery shopping
« Light housekeeping
» Meal prep

* Med management

Are you or your loved one
considering help with
navigating every day life?

I canvhelp!
You can reach me at
360-421-3919

We’re Hiring!
360-466-9277

» www.americantugs.com
800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner

——— - EE——

N W
50% OFF
VERY COOL

COLLECTIBLE
TOBY MUGS
(?? In the dark.

Google can shed

some light)
Lots to choose from
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays ﬂ
on our Facebook page

Proceeds from our

non-profit shop benefit
our community
Open
7

Fri - Sat - Sun
1lam - 5pm
3¢ & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
———-a— [
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