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Solar transformation?

POSSIBLE, NOT PROBABLE — This sign on Calhoun Road just east of Best Road posted by Skagit County Planning
and Development Services, reads “proposed land use action.” The application is for developing a 15.75-acre solar energy
generation facility. This is not a use permitted on lands designated Agricultural-Natural Resource lands. — Photo by Ken Stern

Solar farm eyed for Calhoun Road

By Anne Basye

A small Notice of Development
Application sign in a field on Calhoun
Road could signal big changes.

Cloudbreak Energy Washington
LLC, the Washington state arm of a
privately held, national developer of
distributed and utility-scale solar and
storage projects, enquired with Skagit
County about the potential for develop-
ing a 15.75-acre solar energy genera-
tion facility on land owned by Water &
Wastewater Services, LLC owner Kelly
Wynn.

This is not a use permitted on
lands designated Agricultural-Natural
Resource lands, as Skagit County
officials have reminded Cloudbreak
“on numerous occasions,” says the
county’s June 24, 2024 Findings,
Conclusion and Decision in response
to Cloudbreak’s Level 1 Administrative
Interpretation request filed with the
county in May.

Cloudbreak asked the county to
determine whether its project would be
a minor or major utility development
and to acknowledge that ““net metering

systems’ have a limited application to
individual residential uses.”

An individual net metering system
serving one household is an acces-
sory use, wrote Jack Moore, direc-
tor of Skagit County Planning and
Development Services, in the response,
and a project like this one, projected to
provide electricity for up to 473 dwell-
ings, is a “Major Utility Development.”

Permitting a major utility develop-
ment would require that “there is no
other viable parcel or non-agricultural
land to serve the affected area. Analysis
of alternatives to the development of
the utility in the natural resource land
must be provided.”

“There is growing interest in occu-
pying Ag-NRL land for these projects,”
Moore wrote in his response, because
open agricultural land is flat and has
few structures. Several local farmers
have received multiple calls offering up
to $2,000 an acre per year to site a solar
farm on their property.

“How can anyone think you take
some of the most productive land in the
world and put solar panels in it?”” asked
Dean Swanson of Swanson Family

Farms, who has not received such a
call.

Nationwide, the American Farmland
Trust Nationwide estimates that about
80 percent of the 10 million-plus acres
needed to scale up solar production
by 2050 could be sited on agricultural
lands.

In Washington, the only large-scale
solar farm currently operating is the
Columbia Solar Project in Kittitas
County. Two projects are under
construction in Yakima County. Five
more in central and eastern Washington
are under review by the State of
Washington Energy Facility Site
Evaluation Council, which was created
to provide a one-stop licensing agency
for major energy projects in the state.

These proposed projects are large.
When approved, the Carriger Solar
Project in Klickitat County will cover
2,100 acres across 25 privately owned
parcels.

Cloudbreak’s much smaller pro-
posed Calhoun Road project is not
listed on the WEFSEC webpage

(continued on page 8)

Local news
has league’s
full support

National League of Women
Voters adopts state’s position
By Ken Stern

SEATTLE, WA — The League of Women
Voters of the United States adopted a position in
support of local news at its national convention in
Washington, D.C. in June.

Ninety-three percent of the 1,000 delegates from
Leagues across the country voted for the position
that “The League of Women Voters of the United
States believes it is the responsibility of the govern-
ment to provide support for conditions under which
credible local journalism can survive and thrive.”

The LWVUS defines local news as “accurate,
in-depth coverage of government entities,
including but not limited to, city councils, county
councils, county boards of commissioners, health
departments, schools and school boards.”

The new national position developed from a
2022 study published by state of Washington
League members. The report, “The Decline of
Local News and Its Impact on Democracy,” tracked
the decline of local newspapers statewide and
nationally and found that democracy is directly
related to credible sources of local news. It is blunt:
“Local newspapers are in crisis.” Since 2004 over
25 weeklies and three dailies have closed here,
roughly 20% of the state’s newspapers.

(continued on page 8)

Counties paid S30M

for tax-exempt lands
Skagit County gets $1.6 million

By Bill Lucia
Washington State Standard

Washington’s counties will share close to
$30 million in payments this year from the U.S.
government to compensate them for untaxable
federal land within their boundaries. This does not
include American Indians lands held in trust by the
Department of the Interior.

The Interior Department last week announced
$621.2 million in Payments in Lieu of Taxes for
state and local governments nationwide. How
much each place receives depends on the number
of acres of federal land in the jurisdiction and its
population.

Skagit County will receive almost $1.6 million
for 535,839 acres, the sixth largest payment in
Washington. The 535,839 acres are the seventh
most acreage for a county in the state, with 370,559

(continued on page 2)

Local history revisited at annual Skagit City School summer picnic

By Bill Reynolds

Class was in session on a sunny
summer Sunday at Skagit City School,
and history was the main course of
study.

That was just fine with the “stu-
dents,” several of them descendants of
school alumni and justifiably proud of
the restored schoolhouse and exhib-
its displayed inside the landmark Fir
[sland building on Moore Road.

The annual picnic, hosted by the
Skagit County Historical Museum,
coincided with hot weather, warm
memories of days gone by and music
by Conway vocalist and guitarist
Marcia Kester.

For members of the La Conner
Rotary Club, the day was literally a
picnic. Rotarians prepared the event’s
lunch menu, selling items at cost.

“For us, this is a community service
project,” Audrey Gravely, the club
president, told the Weekly News. “It’s
not a fundraiser. We just come and do
the work and serve the people who
are here. It’s a way for us to help the
historical society.”

La Conner resident Chip Hall
pitched in, too, providing fresh
cherries for the picnic.

Peter Goldfarb, former owner of
the White Swan Bed & Breakfast on
Moore Road and chief spokesman for
the La Conner Chamber of Commerce
in the 1980s, was among the attend-
ees. Now a Mount Vernon resident,
Goldfarb still felt very much at home
in his old neighborhood.

“This is a beautiful part of the
valley,” he said. “I miss it out here.”

Don Wick, a Skagit Valley legend
from his careers with KBRC radio
and the Economic Development
Alliance of Skagit County, enjoyed
reconnecting with Mount Vernon
attorney John Kamb Jr. and others,
while listening to Kester perform hits
from the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s.

Kester said it was her first time
playing the Skagit City School Picnic,
but she settled in quickly.

During a break in the music, Skagit
County Historical Museum Director
Jo Wolfe offered some positive notes

(continued on page 8)

GOOD GRILLS HOT DOG AND HAMBURGERS - La Conner Rotarian Patsy Good was not
going to let summer sun keep her from doing her duty. Tucked away in the shade and covered
from head to toe, she put the picnic into the Skagit City School attendees afternoon.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds
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From the editor —

If local news = democracy

Skagit County League of Women Voter members have new
T-shirts that read “LOCAL NEWS = DEMOCRACY.” They printed
these ahead of their successful campaign to have the national
League adopt this as a resolution in June:

“The League of Women Voters of the United States believes it is
the responsibility of the government to provide support for condi-
tions under which credible local journalism can survive and thrive.

“The LWVUS defines local news as accurate, in-depth coverage
of government entities, including but not limited to, city councils,
county councils, county boards of commissioners, health depart-
ments, schools, and school boards.”

In 2024, the catastrophe of hundreds of newspapers closing across
the country yearly continues. As a math formula, if local news dis-
appears, becomes zero, what happens to the democracy side of the
equation?

Since “freedom ... of the press” is enshrined in the First
Amendment of the Constitution, is democracy about to be abridged
rather than not being abridged?

The national League “believes it is the responsibility of the
government to provide support for conditions” for journalism to
“survive and thrive.”

That is exactly the proposal George Washington got Congress to
agree to in 1792 when it advantaged newspapers with subsidized
postal rates.

Those subsidies started disappearing in the 1970s, after Congress
created the United States Postal Service, removing the Postmaster
General from the president’s cabinet. In the 50 years the Postal
Regulatory Commission has set rates. newspapers have gotten ham-
mered. In just the last four years, there have been eight rate hikes,
all greater than the rate of inflation. Now publishers are facing
another roughly 10% rate hike.

The Weekly News postage costs in 2018 were $7,926. In 2023,
postage costs totaled $11,762. That is a 48.4% increase, an average
of 8% annually.

The Weekly News, the Channel Town Press and the Puget Sound
Mail have all been delivered by mail. Kids tossing papers from
bikes is a long-gone memory around the U.S.

Subsidizing the mail was a good idea for George Washington and
Congress for almost 200 years. Since newspapers have been judged
by the Postal Regulatory Commission to be a commodity with no
greater value than commercial mail, the criteria of economic pay-
ment has trumped the value of readily informing the public.

This appointed commission has treated periodicals as another
economic transaction, increasing newspaper postal costs repeatedly
with no thought to the value of the content.

Meanwhile, first-class mail costs are among the lowest in the
world. A 2023 study by the USPS Office of Inspector General found
that stamps from 13 countries cost more than double the price of a
U.S. stamp. ltaly, Finland, Estonia and Iceland charged more than
triple.

Subsidies — or not providing subsidies — are a policy choice. The
federal government subsidizes air, water and road transportation. It
heavily subsidizes the fossil fuel industry. The support for freedom
of the press, just in terms of postage? Almost nil.

Can the American people afford not getting newspapers mailed
to them? That is, if publishers give up on mailing because of the
high postage cost, can our democratic society — read newspaper
subscribers — stand the consequences of the loss of this source of
information?

James Madison wrote in 1822 “A popular Government, without
popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue
to a Farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps both.”

In this political year, consider that Theodore Roosevelt’s 1912
Bull Moose Party run for president was fueled by newspapers
getting the word out. “Communicated directly to voters through
a newly emergent mass media — the independent newspapers,
popseular magazines, audio recordings and movies that Progressives
used so skillfully — the Bull Moose campaign resonated especially
well in the fastest growing areas of the country, which best
represented America’s future,” wrote Sid Milkis and Carah Ong.

Their article’s title: “Transforming American Democracy.”

As more and more newspapers disappear, American democracy is
being transformed again. Will democracy survive both the loss and
absence of a free press? —Ken Stern

August primary voting starting

By Ken Stern 2. In August, area voters are re-
stricted to District 1 candidates.
A metropolitan park district
having the same boundaries as

the Anacortes School District
will be voted on by residents
of that school district. Three of
five park commissioners will
be elected and take office if the
district is approved.

The online voter registration
deadline is July 30: Mailed-in
registrations must be received by
July 30. Registration in person
is an option through 8 p.m. Aug.
6 at the election office in Mount
\ernon.

Ballots must be returned to
county drop boxes or postmarked
by 8 p.m. Aug. 6. Local drop
boxes are at 614 Morris St., La
Conner, and 17337 Reservation
Road, at the Swinomish social
services building.

The August primary election
is here. Ballots will be mailed by
Friday, July 19.

Last week, Skagit County vot-
ers received the county’s official
local voter’s pamphlet, mailed
by the county elections office.
\oters will choose candidates for
the Nov. 5 elections for a U.S.
senator, Congressional District
2 representative, 11 statewide
offices for governor through in-
surance commissioner and a state
supreme court justice.

La Conner area voters reside in
state legislative district 10. The
senate seat and LD 10 Position
1 are contested. Candidates in
two-person races will be on the
November ballot. In November,
all voters will choose county
commissioners for districts 1 and

A citizen’s view —

League trip illustrates democracy

By Jane Vilders

I had never been to Washing-
ton, D.C., before, but it’s always
been on my bucket list of things
to do — the museums, memorials,
statues, the seat of American
government and just so much
history. But now | found myself
packing my bags in anticipation
of going there, not as a tourist,
but for an entirely different
reason.

I was about to fly across the
country as one of the Washington
state delegates to the League of
Women Voters’ national con-
vention being held in D.C. For
those readers unfamiliar with
the League, it is a nonpartisan,
grass-roots organization founded
in the 1920s, whose mission is to
inform and educate voters and to
defend democracy.

In 2023, a nine-member com-
mittee of LWVWA members re-
leased a 138-page report of their
two-year study, “The Decline of
Local Journalism and Its Impact
on Democracy.” Among other
findings, the study discovered
that there is lower voter turnout,
more local partisanship and few-
er candidates running for elected
offices in areas where local
news has declined or completely

disappeared.

The report’s position states
that because of local journalism’s
importance to our democracy, it
is the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to provide support for
conditions under which credible
local journalism can survive
and thrive. There is historical
precedent for Congressional
recognition of the critical im-
portance of local news. In 1792,
Congress passed the Post Office
Act which said publishers would
only be charged 1 to 1.5 cents for
newspapers. This amounted to an
enormous subsidy, since rates for
regular letters ranged from 6 to
25 cents.

The state league only takes an
advocacy position on an issue
after extensive study AND only
after debate and consensus by the
statewide membership. That’s
what makes the League strong
— the grassroots power of all
members being able to have their
perspectives aired. In that way,
it really is a truly democratic
approach.

And this is why 70 members
from our state showed up in
Washington, D.C., to advocate
for the nationwide adoption of
the Washington state position.
After two days of campaigning,

93% of the nearly 1,000 LWV
delegates voted to adopt our
state’s position! This allows local
and state leagues throughout the
country to support action and
legislation on this issue as they
see fit.

I originally wanted to go to
D.C. to experience the history of
our nation’s capital. As it turns
out, my trip was an opportunity
to participate in the democratic
process of putting forth ideas,
civil debate and coming to con-
sensus. I think I accomplished
my goal!

If you share my concern about
the state of local journalism,
there are several things you can
do. First, subscribe to a local
journalism source, either online
or in hard copy. Provide feed-
back to publishers on the content
of your journalism sources.
Encourage legislation at the state
or national level that supports lo-
cal news such as the Journalism
Competition and Preservation
Act pending in the U.S. Senate
(SB 1094). And, join like-minded
community organizations such as
the League of Women \oters.

Jane Vilders, a longtime Skagit
County League of Women Voters
member, lives in Mount Vernon.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Pioneer family

honor is ill timed

I am sad that the Skagit
County Pioneer Association
chose a year when Skagit County
Commissioner Ron Wesen is up
for reelection to honor the Wesen
family. Not a good look. And
Commissioner Wesen should
know better.

The Wesen family deserves the
honor, but next year would have
been better. And, by the way,
| am not supporting Wesen’s
opponent.

Gale Fiege

Pleasant Ridge

Gun owners’ best

friend? It’s Trump

In February of 2024 former
President Donald Trump called
himself “the best friend gun
owners have ever had in the
White House,” and said that
during his presidency he had
“done nothing. We didn’t yield”
(all quotes, U.S. News and
World Report).

Perhaps Chambers of
Commerce across America are
noting reduced international
tourism since 2006 since

there have been over 570 (and
counting-up) mass killings in
the United States. Perhaps, for
those living outside America and
planning a trip, they are simply
afraid to come for fear of being
shot. Yet, Mr. Trump, in an
April 2024 speech to the NRA,
described his administration’s
commonsense gun regulations,
like giving teachers training

in using guns to protect their
students as being held hostage
to “the ‘radical gun control
agenda’ of the left.”

The following “radical gun
control agenda” has been passed
in Washington state through
legislative approval. These
measures, including restrict-
ing access to assault weapons,
ensured victims of gun violence
access to justice, a 10-day wait-
ing period and mandatory safety
training for purchase of all
firearms, prohibiting open carry
in public parks and hospitals,
requiring reporting of stolen or
lost firearms and restricting bulk
weapons purchases, constitute
many of the gun control mea-
sures enhancing public safety.

During his presidency, Mr.
Trump seemed to support
background checks before a gun
purchase, yet in 2019 his White
House vetoed sweeping gun leg-

islation, including strengthening
background checks, “because
they would unduly impose bur-
densome delays on individuals
to purchase a firearm.”

After the 2018 Parkland High
School shooting in Florida,
Trump supported a bill outlaw-
ing bump stocks, which passed
into law. In June 2024, the con-
servative John Roberts Supreme
Court overruled it.

Perhaps a gunshot wound to
his ear might prove a reminder
of the gravity of unchecked gun
violence? Luckily he was not
killed, but it was close.

Sincerely,

Christine Wardenburg-Skinner

Edison

Safe and Sane Skagit member

LETTERS POLICY

Please write! Letters to the
editor of up to 350 words are
welcome, as are longer analyses
and statements.

Write a 500-word guest col-
umn. Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday.
Include your name, address and
phone number for verification.
All letters are edited for civility,
clarity and style.

Send to editor@laconnernews.
com.

Tax payments

= = » (from page 1)

acres managed by the U.S. Forest
Service, 69%, and 165,052

acres of National Park Service
property, 31%. The payment
averages $2.92 per acre.

“These funds are critical to the
vast majority of our counties,”
said Derek Young, interim execu-
tive director for the Washington
State Association of Counties.

He added that the importance
of the money varies depending
on how much federal acreage a
county has and other factors.

“In some cases, it makes up a
significant chunk of their general
fund because they can’t collect
property taxes on those lands,”

Young said.

He noted that between 60%
and 80% of most Washington
counties’ operating budgets are
supported by property taxes, so
when tens of thousands of acres
are off the rolls it can be a hit.

For example, Chelan County
has almost 1.5 million acres
covered by the PILT program.
The county received the state’s
largest payment — $3.9 million.

The 2024 budget plan Chelan
County commissioners approved
in December included $56.9
million in projected spending but
also called for tapping reserves
to cover a $2.6 million gap.

Other larger PILT recipients in
Washington include Okanogan
County ($3.3 million), What-
com County ($2.4 million), and

Jefferson County ($1.9 million)
The smallest payment was to
Thurston County — $1,520.

Overall, payments to counties
in Washington will total $29.6
million. In 2023, the payments
totaled $27.1 million

The payments are for land held
by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Bureau of Reclamation,
National Park Service, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Forest Service
and Army Corps of Engineers.

First published July 5, 2024.
Copyright 2024 Washington
State Standard. Reprinted with
permission. For the list of
Washington counties receiving
funding, see washingtonstate-
standard.com. Story supplement-
ed by Weekly News research.
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Town Council weighs new phased plan for acquiring fire boat

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner fire chief Aaron
Reinstra and a Sedro-Woolley
builder have presented Town
officials with a new option
for purchase of a fire boat to
safeguard the historic La Conner
waterfront.

“This is food for thought,
another option for the fire boat,”
Reinstra said as he provided
copies of a proposal from TJ
Lowry of Full-Time Custom
Fabrication & Machine Shop to

Town Council members during
their 70-minute July 10 meeting
at Maple Hall.

Lowry is proposing to build
a hull, house, and trailer for
$150,000, about one-fourth the
cost of a completed emergency
response vessel.

“If at any time before or during
the build more funding is se-
cured,” Lowry said in the written
proposal, “then Full-Time Fab-
rication can put together a bid
to install motors, fire monitors,
electronics, etc., and finish the

boat off, or it can be finished by
someone of the fire department’s
or Town’s choosing whenever
they are ready.”

In essence, the Full-Time
Fabrication proposal is to build
a 26-to-28-foot landing craft that
won’t have any rigging done or
accessories installed until La
Conner Hook & Ladder can se-
cure funding to finish the project.

“As someone who has spent
a fair amount of time living and
working in La Conner,” Lowry
wrote, “it would be a really cool

job to be a part of and | know
a boat like this could benefit a
town like yours greatly.”
Council member lvan Carlson,
who is a La Conner firefighter
and has sought funding support
for a Town fire boat from various
state and local agencies, sounded
favorable to the Lowry proposal.
“The original quote we
received for a fire boat was
$387,000,” Carlson said. “Now
it’s up to $600,000. This could
be the project that gets things
rolling since the project has been

sitting at a standstill.”

Reinstra and assistant fire chief
Adam Avery noted that potential
private sector funding sources
such as the March Point refiner-
ies might pledge monies toward
a La Conner fire boat if the Town
leads the way in committing
dollars to the effort.

“I know that (Town Adminis-
trator) Scott (Thomas) has put
a lot of work in on this,” Rein-
stra noted, “but | don’t like the

(continued on page 8)

Retreat helps town focus long-term vision

By Bill Reynolds

Town leaders have their eyes
on the future.

This after having given La
Conner’s current five-year strate-
gic plan a second look during the
town’s annual summer retreat at
the Waterfront Café last month.

Mayor Marna Hanneman,
Town Council members, and the
town’s staff and department heads
huddled June 24 to address cur-
rent issues and long-range plan-

ning. The strategic plan, crafted in
2023 and comprised of five focal
points, was the centerpiece of the
retreat’s afternoon session.

Each of the five focus areas
— maintaining a robust econo-
my, public safety, climate and
environmental sustainability,
capital projects and utilities,
and fostering an effective town
organization — include multiple
goals that describe pathways
to a desired community future
as La Conner navigates what is

Boat recycling day is closed

Did you register for the Skagit
County free vessel turn-in recy-
cling day on July 227 If not, that
ship has sailed.

Boat recycling day is hosted
by the Skagit County Marine
Resources Committee, Swino-
mish Indian Tribal Community,
Skagit County, Port of Skagit,
La Conner Maritime Services,
Northwest Straits Commission
and Washington Department of
Natural Resources. Boat recy-
cling requires prior approval.

La Conner Maritime Services,
in the Port of Skagit’s La Conner
Marina, is the collection point,
since it has the proper permits,
port commissioners were told at
their July 9 meeting.

The program is managed
by the Department of Natural
Resources to help prevent boats
from becoming derelict or aban-
doned and to keep pollution out
of our marine habitats. About 40
boat applications were made for
2024, port commissioners were
told.

Any Washington state resident
with proof of ownership or the
legal authority to dispose of their
vessel is eligible.

This year, vessels 34 feet or
less in length were accepted.

For future boat recycling in-
formation, call 360-902-2628 or
email dvrp@dnr.wa.gov.

Source: Skagit County Marine
Resources Committee

Watson named to Shelter Bay board

By Ken Stern

Lois Watson is the newest
member of the Shelter Bay Com-
munity board of directors.

Watson was appointed by the
board at a special meeting June
13. Her term, through June 30,
2026, started July 1. She replaces
Jan Paul, who resigned in April.

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

The board elected Pat McGar-
ry treasurer, replacing Paul.

Skagit Valley

Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2

through October

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

(hristiansonsNursery.com

termed in the plan as “a period of
transition.”

Hanneman reported at the
July 9 town council meeting that
dialogue shared at the retreat was
productive.

“It was a good opportunity to
discuss (key topics),” she said.
“It’s important that we all work
together.”

Town Administrator Scott
Thomas said that La Conner’s
leadership, which has undertaken
an ongoing public participation
initiative, hopes that the spirit
of the retreat can extend beyond
Town Hall.

“We’re looking for other ways
to reach out and have discussions
with residents and business enti-
ties,” he said.

Council member Ivan Carlson
revisited the idea of coordinating
with town merchants to offer
“locals’ night” for La Conner
area shoppers.

Hanneman endorsed the
concept.

“That’s a great idea,” she said.

Town officials say the strategic
plan is structured to emphasize
La Conner’s status as a welcom-
ing community based on inclu-
sivity while balancing residential
and commercial growth with the
quality of life.

“We aim to maintain our iden-
tity as a lively small town with a
strong community feel,” the plan
states. “We strive to cultivate a
community of neighborhoods
that offer meaningful activities
and uses for residents and visi-
tors alike.”

To that end, the plan seeks
increased housing diversity and
affordability, regulations ensur-
ing that development reflects
community desires, support of
the area’s agricultural industry,
and partnership with the Port of
Skagit to develop the La Conner
Marina.

The public safety compo-
nent stresses the importance of

making capital investments in
fire protection and prevention,
strengthening the community’s
ability to respond to disasters and
emergencies, exploring oppor-
tunities for staff and residents to
contribute to public safety, and
preparing to replace the town’s
first-out fire engine.

Developing and implementing
plans for climate resiliency and
pursuing opportunities for energy
self-reliance are also prioritized
in the strategic plan.

In terms of capital projects
and utilities, the plan promotes
improved mobility and safety
for pedestrians, cyclists and
motorists — especially downtown
and on Maple Avenue. Ensuring
long-term sustainability of the
Town’s half-century-old waste-
water treatment plant, exploring
options for reduction of munici-
pal building maintenance costs,
and determining the best future
location for La Conner’s Public
Works Department shop are
likewise cited.

Scott A Price
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360-466-2933
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Paid for by CarrieKennedy4WA, PO Box 963, Oak Hbr, WA 98277 «

carriekennedy4wa.net
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Quilt museum director feted at Sunday retirement ceremony

By Bill Reynolds

During her retirement re-
ception at Gaches Mansion on
Sunday, Amy Green visualized
her lengthy tenure as executive
director of the Pacific Northwest
Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum.

Then Green saw her 11-year
career stop in La Conner literally
unveiled before her gaze.

About a half-hour into the
afternoon farewell ceremony,
museum board member Joy Neal
surprised Green with a handsome
bookshelf quilt whose squares
bear images and symbols reflect-
ing her time in La Conner and
highlight many of the versatile
artist’s favorite pursuits.

Neal said the idea for the gift-
ed quilt dates to last fall and was
the result of input from the muse-
um’s staff and board members,
all of whom wanted to acknowl-
edge Green’s key contributions
to the local museum.

“We were talking in October
about what we could do for Amy,
and this is what we decided on,”
Neal told the Weekly News. “We
came up with a long list of things
that she likes and, of course, it
had to have a pug in it. It was a
lot of fun to do.”

Green is moving to the East
Coast next month along with her
devoted pug Pippin, the muse-
um’s popular mascot.

The presentation, made before
a large throng of admirers who
squeezed into the museum’s
parlor, was emotional.

Green reached for a pocket-sized
package of tissues at one point.

“I was really worried some-
body was going to do this,” she
said, her voice cracking.

Quickly regaining her compo-
sure, Green recalled having been
asked after leaving the famed
Georgia O’Keefe Museum in
Santa Fe, N.M., what she would
consider her true dream job.

“I said it would be to direct a
fiber arts center,” Green said. “A
year later [ was here. This isn’t a
fiber arts center, but it’s better.

“It’s been a real honor to be
the executive director here,” she
said. “I’ve gotten to meet and
work with some of the greatest
artists in the world.”

Green specifically referenced
the Japanese quilters whose dis-
played works have long been a
favorite feature at the museum.

Among those attending the
reception honoring Green was
Geoff Hamada, the Seattle quilt

artist who chaired the museum’s
board when she was hired in
2013, and Kathleen Kok, the
first curator with whom Green
worked upon her arrival.

“| couldn’t have made it
through that first year without
Kathleen,” Green said.

Kok had a slightly different
recollection.

“I drove you crazy,” she said.

“I want to thank everybody for
your support, the opportunity to
work here, and your friendship,”
said Green. “The board members
who have served here are amaz-
ing. They’re so committed and
passionate about what they do.”

Ditto Green.

Amidst the reception, Green
described current exhibits and
shared the museum’s mission
with tourists who stopped by for
regular Sunday visits to Gaches
Mansion.

Her days here are winding
down. Green officially steps
down July 25. Then it’s off to the
Berkshires in rural western Mas-
sachusetts, well noted for its fall
foliage and farm-to-table scene.

She invited her La Conner
friends and museum colleagues
to visit. Preferably in autumn.

“It has some of the most

A GIFT OF THANKS AND GOODBYE - Retiring director of the Pacific
Northwest Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum Amy Green showing the
bookshelf quilt she received as a parting gift at her retirement reception

at the museum on Sunday.

beautiful leaf peeping in the
world,” Green said.

Winter weather promises to
be harsher in the New England
highlands.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

Fortunately for Green, the new
quilt will keep her warm with
fond memories of La Conner and
the Pacific Northwest Quilt and
Fiber Arts Museum.

Historic cabin at Town Hall sports new plaque honoring Clem Thein

REMEMBERING AND REENACTING — Randy Torseth, left, and Steve
Thein returned to Anderson cabin below La Conner’s Town Hall last
month after Brian Lease, the town’s public works director, placed a
plaque commemorating Clem Thein, Steve's father. The elder Thein
had hand-split cedar shakes for the cabin’s roof decades ago.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org

18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

By Bill Reynolds

The late Clem Thein set the
ceiling high when it came to
extending goodwill and sharing
camaraderie among his many
friends here.

He did the same when it came
to masterful handiwork, a trait
handed down to his son, Steve,
and still much in evidence more
than 15 years after Clem Thein’s
passing.

For confirmation, look at
the roofs of historic Magnus
Anderson Cabin and the covered
Native American canoe shelter
below Town Hall.

Clem Thein hand-split the
cedar shakes protecting both
structures using a metal froe and
wood mallet cleverly fashioned
from a bowling pin.

WAGIT VAL

Open Daily to Everyone - Downtown Mt. Vernon - skagitfoodcoop.com

His efforts are now memori-
alized with a handsome plaque
placed on the cabin recently by
La Conner Public Works Director
Brian Lease.

Steve Thein, who had donated
to the town the cedar roofing
shingles fashioned by his dad,
was joined at the plaque reveal
by longtime friend and 1975 La
Conner High School classmate
Randy Torseth to share insights
with the stream of tourists who
stopped by.

Steve Thein and Torseth are
now retired. Blessed with an
ability to fix anything, Thein
planned to restore a vintage
pinball machine. But Torseth, a
keen local history buff, convinced
Thein to design and order the
plaque first.

“Randy has been pushing to do

‘Fresh Deals

New Savings Every Week

this for years,” Thein said.

The plaque features an image
of Clem Thein riding a tractor on
Pleasant Ridge accompanied by a
script outlining his life in Skagit
agriculture, as a U.S. Army medic
and a golf course greenskeeper.

Thein said Torseth, a son of
late La Conner teacher and school
administrator Arnold Torseth,
donated generously to the project.

Thein and Lease noted that the
finished product was a longtime
work in progress, but the pandem-
ic slowed completion.

The plaque was mounted three
days removed from Father’s Day.
Thein had made donation of the
cedar shakes a tribute to his dad.

“He had split the shakes for
all the buildings on the (family)
farm,” Thein said. “There were
some left over after he passed
away but not enough for a major
project. One day I was driving
past the cabin and saw that its
roof was in rough shape. So, 1
thought the town could use the
shakes to fix the roof and that
it would be something that Dad
would be very proud of.”

Lease said public works was
proud to receive the donation,
allowing the department to reroof
the cabin and nearby canoe
shelter.

“We did that a number of years
ago,” he recalled. “Steve’s right,
the cabin’s roof was in bad shape.
He brought up the idea of donat-
ing the shakes that his dad had
split. He didn’t want any money
for them. He just wanted them to
g0 to a good project. He didn’t
want the cedar to be wasted.”

The plaque, meanwhile, fulfills
what Lease said was Thein’s wish
“to do something nice in recogni-
tion of his dad.”

“This is something Dad can
be recognized for,” Thein said.
“And the plaque will be here for
eternity.”

That recognition should spread
since the cabin is one of the
town’s more popular attractions.

Built in 1869 by Magnus
Anderson on the North Fork of
the Skagit River, the 12-foot
by 20-foot cabin was gifted by
S.B. Miller and his mother to the
Daughters of Pioneers of Wash-
ington and subsequently moved
to La Conner, initially sited along
Sherman Street at the base of
Pioneer Park.

Today’s location is now tourist
friendly. When it came here in
the early 1950s, La Conner was
at least a generation away from
becoming a destination.

Anderson was born in Sweden
and made numerous trips as a
ship’s carpenter around Cape
Horn before settling in Skagit
County. He homesteaded 160
acres near La Conner. To build the
cabin, Anderson crafted a small
scow that he rowed to and from
Camano Island for the lumber.

Thein and Torseth expressed
amazement at the undertaking.

“Look at the size of those
beams,” Thein said admiringly.
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Theater review —

Shakespeare NW serves warm ‘Winter’s Tale’

By Ken Stern

If it is true for us common-
ers, that we are our own worst
enemy, how multiplied it is for
people in power, kings most of
all.

Shakespeare’s Lear and
Macbeth and Prince Hamlet,
among his many royal figures,
are the most well-known. This
summer Leontes, king of Sicilia;
takes the stage in Shakespeare
Northwest’s production of “The
Winter’s Tale.” By turns tragic,
comedic and romantic, the bitter
cold results of Leontes (Derek
Dong) jealously requires a

banishment and 16 years passing
to blossom into spring.

This made-up fairy tale needs
explaining. It starts with best
friend Polixenes, king of Bo-
hemia, agreeing to continue his
nine-month visit in Sicilia at the
behest of Queen Hermione, after
he told Leontes he had to leave.

The very pregnant Hermione
(a gay and sultry Maia New-
ell-Large) sweet talks Polixenes
into staying. Alas, Leontes, often
in anguished asides and solil-
oquies, increasingly upset and
brooding about the stage, creates
a fantasy of an affair, that the
baby is actually Polixenes’.

Leontes says “what’s unre-
al thou mayst co-join with /
something; I find it, / And that
to the infection of my brains /
And hardening of my brows.” In
his delusion he hardens his heart
against his wife and childhood
friend.

His solution? Have his chief-
of-staff, Camilla (Seren Sehota)
poison Polixenes. She tells him
“There is a sickness / Which
puts some of us in distemper,
but / I cannot name the disease.”
Instead of doing the deed, she
allies herself with Polixenes and
flees with him to Bohemia.

Leontes brings his own house

down, condemning Hermione to
death and banishing the new-

ly born Florizell to an island,
tasking courtier Antigonus (John
Metcalf). Characters start to
abound: an old Shepherd (Mi-
chael Wallace) and his Shepherd
Son (John Roberson). Watch
closely as each character casu-
ally, with nuance, brings humor
to their delivery with a hand
motion, a gesture, a turn of the
head. The drama turns to comedy
and 16 years speed by, the two
bringing up the babe as Perdita
(Zoe Knife).

(continued on page 6)

Western red

By Sonja Nelson
Skagit County WSU Extension
Master Gardener

The lush, towering presence
of western red cedars (Thuja
plicata) in Washington state has
been a hallmark of the region’s
natural beauty and ecological
health.

However, these majestic trees
are facing an unprecedented
threat. Urban areas like Mount
Vernon, Burlington and Ana-
cortes are witnessing a troubling
phenomenon: the dieback of
western red cedars. Drought mit-
igation planning is essential in
preserving this valuable commu-
nity resource as long as possible.

Western red cedar dieback,
primarily driven by drought and
rising temperatures, is becoming
increasingly common in urban
landscapes. Red cedars strug-
gle to survive in the changing
climate as these environmental
stressors intensify. Citizens in
Skagit County have noticed
dieback and alerted local offi-
cials. City parks departments are
monitoring the health of groves
in Mount Vernon and Burlington
and observing that dieback is
not currently a problem. How-
ever, it has occurred in Little
Mountain Park as recently as
five years ago.

To fully grasp the severity
of this issue, it is essential to
understand the historical sig-
nificance of western red cedars.
These trees have long been a
symbol of stability and endur-
ance, thriving in the Pacific
Northwest’s unique climate.
Their decline marks a significant
shift, highlighting the urgent

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com

THEATRE

St

skagit theatre

nicxelodeon.

Saturday, July 27
10 AM and Noon

712 S. 1st St - Mount Vernon @ﬁé@

360.336.8955 ke i
lincolntheatre.org @S

cedars show stress of climate change

need to adapt our urban forest-
ry practices to the realities of
climate change.

Washington State University
(WSU) has invested consider-
able energy and resources in the
observation and study of west-
ern red cedar dieback in Wash-
ington via their WSU Extension
Forestry division. Working from
the hypothesis that red cedar
dieback is a consequence of the
region’s recent drought, WSU
has launched the Forest Health
Watch to keep track of dieback
occurrences. To participate as
a citizen scientist, access their
website at: foresthealth.org/
redcedar and report the dieback.
Your information will help con-
front the looming disappearance
of these giants in our midst. Ac-
cess to a detailed map of citizen
scientists reports is also provid-
ed. The website also provides

multiple links to research on
identification, biology, ecology,
distribution, ethnobotany and
relevant pests and diseases.

The dieback of western red
cedars is a pressing issue that
demands our immediate at-
tention. By understanding the
causes, implementing practical
solutions and fostering com-
munity involvement, we can
take meaningful steps to protect
these iconic trees. The best
action today’s gardeners and
homeowners can take to prevent
red cedar dieback is to keep the
soil around their trees weed-free
and mulched and to discourage
heavy foot traffic.

To read the full Ask a Master
Gardener blog post and learn
more about how you can contrib-
ute to the preservation of western
red cedars, follow this link to
the Skagit County WSU Exten-

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY ¢ BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS

FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers
featuring Mesman’s organic beef

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 © Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 * Mon.:

11to 5

Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

VOTED SKAGIT'S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023

EST. 1972 Family Operated

& EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

sion Master Gardener website at
www.skagitmg.org/western-red-
cedars/. Together, we can make
a difference in safeguarding our
urban forests’ natural beauty and
ecological health.

Sonja Nelson is a Skagit
County WSU Extension Master
Gardener Class of 2009.

Questions about home gar-
dening or becoming a master
gardener may be directed to:
Skagit County WSU Extension
Office, 11768 Westar Lane, Suite
A, Burlington, WA 98233, 360-
428-4270, or www.skagit. wsu.
edu/mg.

A&E BRIEFS

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming fun activities.

The 20th annual NW Art Beat
Studio Tour sees 22 artists
showing their works in 16 studios
in a free, self-guided Skagit
Valley art studio tour from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. July 20 and 21. NW

Art Beat is presented by Skagit
Artists. Get the map guide and
learn more at NWArtBeat.com.

La Conner Live 2024 Summer
Concert Series takes over
Gilkey Square every Sunday from
1-4 p.m. through Sept. 8 at First
and Morris streets. The lineup
features Lost at Last, July 21;
Mojo Cannon, July 28; Billy Ap-
pleton Band, Aug. 4; Midlife Crisis
and the Alimony Horns, Aug. 11;
The Walrus, Aug. 18; Cascadia
Groove, Aug. 25; Pacific Twang,
Sept. 1; Chris Eger — Richard
Williams Invitational Jam, Sept. 8.

Anacortes Summer Concerts.
The Port of Anacortes presents
its 2024 free summer concert
series at Seafarers’ Memorial
Park, 601 Seafarers Way. See
the whole summer concert lineup
online at portofanacortes.com/
events.

Hear Jazz at the Library, spon-
sored by Anacortes Public
Library and the Manieri En-
dowment, for upcoming concerts
at the Heart of Anacortes, 1014
Fourth St. At 1 p.m. Sunday,

July 21, Cafe Impromptu quartet
presents a Sunday jazz concert
with special guests Tobi Stone
and Lisa Liu.

THEATRE

712 5. 1st St. -

Mount Vernon, WA ‘

Sunday
July 21
h:30 PM

DEDICATED TO
THE MEMORY OF
ASTRONAUT
WILLIAM ANDERS

APOLLO 8

CREW MEMBER and
FOUNDER OF HERITAGE
FLIGHT MUSEUM

360.336.8955 At

Port of Anacortes presents

Fyoe Summer

0&)«\
%
O o &7

4cow‘

Seafarers” Memorial Park
601 Seafarers Way'Anacortes

Wednesday and Frlduy Evenings 6-8pm

portofanacortes.com - e

es.com - 360-293-3134
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‘Winter’s Tale’
= = = (from page 5)

Shakespeare Northwest
stalwart Carolyn Travis-
Hatch is in her element as
the roguish peddler Au-
tolycus. She tricks the Son
picking his wallet. Later

she will peddle ballads, en-
riching herself with every
exchange.

Meanwhile in Bohemia,
Polixenes’ daughter,
Florizell (Arabella Rose)
has wandered to the island.
Of course she falls in love
with Perdita. But when
Polixenes and Camilla find

the two youthful lovers,
the dad is incensed that his
daughter has mingled with
a shepherd’s child.

The two lovers escape
to Sicilia. Paulina (Jaime
Mastromonica), loyal to
Queen Hermione, has been
hiding her the whole time.
She unveils a statue of

Hermione to Leontes, who
has repented. Amazed at
its likeness, he says, “does
not the stone rebuke me /
For being more stone than
it? O royal piece, / There’s
magic in thy majesty.”
And comedy turns to
romance. Hermione and
Leontes are reunited.

Daughter Perdita joins her
parents and is betrothed to
Florizell.

Director John Metcalf
gives most cast members
the opportunity to have
moments to shine, bringing
out their comedic talents.

The stage is almost bare
throughout. The costuming

is mid-to-late 20h century:
suitcoats and ties for the
kings, the women garbed
in long dresses.

“The Winter’s Tale” is
playing in repertoire with
“The Two Gentlemen of
Verona” Thursday-Sunday
till Aug. 10. Tickets and
times at shakesnw.org/.

TOWN OF LA CONNER
NOTICE OF
APPLICATION/NOTICE
OF HEARING
The Town of La Conner is
processing a permit appli-
cation that may be of public

interest
Date: July 15, 2024

Application File #:
LU24-32HDR

Applicant: April and Nicho-
las Seegert

Town Contact Person: Mi-
chael Davolio AICP, Plan-
ning Director; P.O. Box
400, La Conner, WA 98257;
360-466-3125

Project Location: 505 S. 1st
Street, La Conner WA, P74077

Project Description: Replace-
ment and change of paint col-
or to Branchport Brown and
Grant Beige.

Public Hearing:
Commission

Date/Time/Location: August
6th/6:00 pm/Maple Center.

COMMENTS:  Comments
on this Notice must be submit-
ted, in writing, between July
17th — August 6th. Comments
should be as specific as possi-
ble. Any person may comment
on the application and request
a copy of the decisions once it
is made. Questions about this
proposal and requests for ad-
ditional notification should be
directed to the contact person
listed above. The application
and materials submitted by the
applicants are available for re-
view from Town Hall.

If you have any questions
concerning this project, con-
tact Town Hall at (360) 466-

Planning

— Weekly SUDOKU

3125 or email planner@town-
oflaconner.org.
Issued/Published: July 17th,
2024
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 17, 2024.

INVITATION FOR BID
TOWN OF LA CONNER
TOWN OF LA CONNER

2024 FIRE BOAT
PROJECT

Sealed bid proposals will be
received by the Town of La
Conner, at Town of La Con-
ner Town Hall, 204 Douglas
Street, La Conner, Washing-
ton, 98257, (360)466-3125,
firechief@townoflaconner.
org, until 3:00 p.m. on July 31,
2024, and will then and there
be opened and publicly read.

The Town of La Conner is
an equal opportunity employ-
er and does not discriminate
against individuals because
of race, color, religion, sex,
disability, familial status or
national origin. Small busi-
nesses and businesses owned
by women and minorities are
encouraged to bid.

The Town of La Conner re-
serves the right to accept a
proposal of the bidder sub-
mitting the lowest responsible
bid, to reject any or all bids,
revise or cancel the work to
be performed, or do the work
otherwise, if the best interest
of the Town is served thereby.
The Town also reserves the
right to postpone the bid award
for a period of thirty (30) cal-
endar days after bid opening.

Aaron Reinstra, Fire Chief

Town of La Conner

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 17 and 24,
2024.
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AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

28A.505.060, that the Board of
Directors of La Conner School
District No. 311, Skagit Coun-
ty, Washington will hold a
regular meeting on July 29th,
2024 commencing at 7:15pm
in the District Office Board
Room, located at 305 North
Sixth St, La Conner, Washing-
ton or via remote tele- and vid-
eo-conference. The meeting is
called for the purpose of fixing
and adopting the budget of the
District for the ensuing 2024-
25 fiscal year. Prior to adop-
tion of the 2024-25 budget, the
Board will hold a hearing on
July 29th, 2024, at 7:00pm, for
the purpose of receiving com-
ments from the public on the
2024-25 budget. Any person
may appear at the hearing and
be heard for or against any part
of the 2024-25 budget. Those
interested in participating in
the budget hearing and/or of-
fering public comment on the
proposed budget should con-
tact David Cram at 360-466-
3171 or deram@lc.k12.wa.us.
A copy of the 2024-2025 Bud-
get is on file at the Administra-
tion Office, 305 North Sixth
St, La Conner, Washington,
and is available for review
upon request.

David Cram

Secretary, Board of Directors

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 17 and 24,
2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of
CHUNG, YEO JIN,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00353-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-
ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.
Any person having a claim
against the Decedent must
present the claim: (a) Before
the time when the claim would
be barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and (b)
In the manner provided in
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing
the original of the claim with
the foregoing Court, and (ii)
By serving on or mailing to me
at the address below a copy of
the claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of: (a)
Thirty (30) days after | served
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication
of this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time period, the claim will be
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both
the Decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication of
this Notice: July 3, 2024

/sl

Christopher Jones, Personal
Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656
Attorney  for
Representative

314 Pine St., Ste 211
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 3, 10, and
17, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR Skagit COUNTY
No. 24-4-00235-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
In The Matter of The Estate
of:
Pauline F. Couch, Deceased.
The person named below
has been appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of this
Estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Personal
Representative at the address
stated below, a copy of the
claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after

the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets

Date of First Publication:
July 10, 2024.

Theresa Barclay

Personal Representative

PO Box 999/32621 NE
202nd St

Duvall, WA 98019

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 10, 17, and
24, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00361-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate
of
Karen Lois Hadman,
Deceased
The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate
assets.

Date of first publication: July
10, 2024

Cindy Maxwell

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

KATE SZUREK, WSBA
#26723
Attorneys  for
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 10, 17, and
24, 2024.

Personal

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR KING COUNTY
In Re The Estate of:
MICHAEL W. NELSON,
Deceased.

No. 24-4-04818-6 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
(NTCRD)

The person named below has
been appointed as Personal
Representative of this Estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Personal Repre-
sentative or the Personal Rep-
resentative’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented

within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
July 17, 2024.

S.\\Marianne E. Nelson
Marianne E. Nelson, Person-
al Representative

S.\Eric Landeen
Eric Landeen, WSBA
#53824; Attorney for Mar-

ianne E. Nelson, Personal
Representative
Address for Mailing or

Service:

Eric Landeen, Attorney

9395 NE Shore, PO Box 163,
Indianola, WA 98342

Tel: 360-265-3554

Court of probate proceedings
and cause number:

King County Superior Court

No. 24-4-04818-6 SEA

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 17, 24, and
31, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT FOR THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF BENTON
In Re the Estate of:
WARREN LEE CONRAD,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00363-03
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The personal representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the personal representative or
the personal representative’s
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim
and filing the original of the
claim with the court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of first publication: July

17, 2024

/sl
APRIL JOHNSON, Personal
Representative

Attorney  for  Personal
Representative/
Address for Mailing or

Service:
TAWNEY CARRIER
LAW OFFICE OF TAWNEY
L. CARRIER
1880 Fowler Street
Richland, WA 99352
Court Clerk where claims are

to be filed:
Benton County  Superior
Court Clerk
7122 W Okanogan
Kennewick, WA 99336
Cause Number:

24-4-00363-03

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 17, 24, and
31, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON, COUNTY
OF SKAGIT
In re the Guardianship of:
EMMA JUNEBY
BILLINGSLEY
Respondent/s
No. 24-4-00266-29
Summons Served by
Publication
(SMPB)
To (other party’s name/s):
Emma Juneby Billingsley

1. Petitioner has started a
court case by filing a petition.
The name of the Petition is:
Petition for Guardianship,
Conservatorship, or Protective
Arrangement of an Adult

2. You must respond to this
summons and petition by serv-
ing a copy of your written re-
sponse on the person signing

this summons, any other par-
ty, and by filing the original
response with the clerk of the
court.

If you do not serve your writ-
ten response within 60 days
after the first date of publica-
tion, which is June 12, 2024,
the court may enter an order
of default against you and the
court may, without further no-
tice to you, enter an order and
approve or provide for the re-
lief requested in the petition.

If the petition has not been
filed, you may demand that
the petitioner file this lawsuit
with the court. If you do so,
the demand must be in writing
and must be served upon the
person signing this summons.
Within 14 days after you serve
the demand, the petitioner
must file this lawsuit with the
court, or the service on you of
this summons and petition will
be void.

3. You have the right to have
a lawyer help you. If you can’t
afford a lawyer, the court will
appoint one for you at public
expense. You can ask the court
visitor about getting a lawyer.
Or you can write the judge a
letter asking for a lawyer. If
you wish to seek the advice
of a lawyer in this matter, you
should do so promptly so that
your written response, if any,
may be served on time.

4. The court hearing on this
matter shall be held on the fol-
lowing date and time:

DATE: August 16, 2024

TIME: 9:00 AM

PLACE: SKAGIT COUN-
TY SUPERIOR COURT

ROOM: TBD

IMPORTANT NOTICE

PLEASE READ
CAREFULLY

If a guardian or conservator
is appointed, you could lose
one or more of the following
rights:

(1) To marry, divorce, or en-
ter into or end a state regis-
tered domestic partnership;

(2) To vote or hold an elected
office;

(3) To enter into a contract or
make or revoke a will;

(4) To appoint someone to act
on your behalf;

(5) To sue and be sued other
than through a guardian;

(6) To possess a license to
drive;

(7) To buy, sell, own, mort-
gage, or lease property;

(8) To consent to or refuse
medical treatment;

(9) To decide who shall pro-
vide care and assistance;

(10) To make decisions re-
garding social aspects of your
life.

Under the law, you have cer-
tain rights.

You have the right to be rep-
resented by a lawyer of your
own choosing. The court will
appoint a lawyer to represent
you if you are unable to pay or
payment would result in a sub-
stantial hardship to you.

You have the right to ask
for a jury trial on the issue of
capacity.

You have the right to be pres-
ent in court and testify when
the hearing is held to decide
whether or not you need a
guardian or conservator. If a
court visitor is appointed, you
have the right to request the
court to replace that person.

You have the right to ask
the court to establish a pro-
tective  arrangement  in-
stead of a guardianship or
conservatorship.

Dated: 05/30/2024

/sl

Rachelle Marie Eason

Rachelle  Marie
WSBA # 29922

Attorney for Petitioner

FILE ORIGINAL OF YOUR
ANSWER AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS WITH THE
CLERK OF THE COURT AT:

Skagit  County  Superior
Court

205 W Kincaid, Room 103

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

SERVE A COPY OF YOUR
ANSWER AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS ON:

Rachelle Marie Eason

c/o the Eason Law Firm, PS

725 South 1st Street, Ste B

PO Box 1725

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

360.336.2221

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, June 12, 19, 26,
and July 3, 10, 17, 2024.

Eason,
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several eggplant

turns out tasty.

Ingredients

Flour, 1 C
Salt, 1/8 t

e Pepper, a few
shakes

Olive ail, 4T

Preparation

This is the perfect
side dish. Agiimuk’s
Kitchen has published

ipes since 2013. This
recipe is simple and

Eggplant, 1 medium

Cut and remove
stem end. Cut egg-

By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Fried eggplant

rec-

plant into four slices
lengthwise. Leave skin
on. Place on plate and
salt. Set for 30 min-
utes. Pat dry, turn over
and salt again. Set for
20 minutes. Pat dry.
Heat oil in large skillet
over medium-low heat.
Put flour in shallow
dish big enough to
hold eggplant slices.
Cover all sides with
flour, then place in skil-
let. Sprinkle with salt
and pepper. Brown
each side. The end re-
sult is a soft tasty slice
of eggplant. Eating the
skin is optional.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

The 20th annual NW Art Beat
Studio Tour sees 22 artists
showing their works in 16 studios
in a free, self-guided Skagit
Valley art studio tour from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. July 20 and 21.
NW Art Beat is presented by
Skagit Artists. Learn more at
NWArtBeat.com.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish Library.
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.Iclib.lib.wa.us.
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
+ Storytime for Children. 11 a.m.
Fridays.
¢ Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
+ Dungeons & Dragons Club.
3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount
Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov.

+ Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays. For young ones
who may be shy.

+ Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. Classic board
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

+ Family Storytime: 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to

Submit an event

Want to get more eyes
on your event before
the next Weekly News
hits the street? Go to
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit
your event!

5, siblings welcome.
+ LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

+ Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For
ages 6 and under and their
caregivers. Enjoy stories and
songs in English and Spanish.

MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday through Sunday.
gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.
Current exhibits through July 28:
* Fiber Art Avian Rhapsody,
Serap Whitmer.
» Word Quilts, Janine Holzman.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4

POTENTIAL
Super Crossword —SPIN DOCTORS
ACROSS 43 Sleek, in brief 87 Apprise DOWN 39 — -dieu 75 Take away
1 Pairs 44 Foot cover 90 Bullfight cry 1 Mic-testing (prayer (from)
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13 “Shame on 52 Player 94 Gettysburg 4 Lithuania, infusion 82 Petite pooch,
you!” of Clair victor George once: Abbr. 42 Turf for lawns for short
19 Bows’ shapes Huxtable on 96 Bucket 5 West Coast 45 Having bright 83 An hour
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p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current

exhibit through Sept. 29:

+ Signs, Signs, Everywhere
Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson
of Mortenson Signs.

Museum of Northwest Art.
121 N. First St., La Conner. 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday
and Monday. monamuseum.org,
360-466-4446. Current exhibits
through Sept. 29:

+ Joseph Gregory Rossano:
Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection
of large-scale works.

+ William Morris: Early Rituals.
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday.
Non-essentials every first
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211.
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank.
Food distribution from 2:30-5
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington.
360-757-0445. Find volunteer

and donation opportunities online
at skagithumane.org.

MUSIC

Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.
1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, Burling-
ton Senior Center. Info, email
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

MEETINGS

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. Tuesday, July
23, at Upper Maple Center. For
current agenda go to www.town-
oflaconner.org. Select “Notify Me”
to get current town information.

Skagit Conservation District.
Regular board meeting at 7:30
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third
Tuesdays in the library, 520
Morris St., La Conner.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m.
Mondays at Shawn O'Donnell’'s
restaurant. Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers.
Gamblers Anonymous meets at
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount
Vernon Senior Center, 1401
Cleveland Ave.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher's home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

HELP WANTED: The Town of La
Conner is hiring for the position of
Deputy Clerk. This position sup-
ports the Finance Director in bill-
ing, receipting and payroll. This
is a full-time position at $60,000
per year with full benefits. For an
employment application and full
job description, please refer to
the Town of La Conner website
www.townoflaconner.org under
Employment. Applications are
due no later than Wednesday,
July 24, 2024 by 3:30 p.m. Late
submissions will not be accepted.
The Town of La Conner is an
Equal Opportunity Employer and
does not unlawfully discriminate
on the basis of race, sex, age,
color, sexual orientation, religion,
national origin, marital status,
genetic information, veteran’s
status, disability, or any other
basis prohibited by federal, state
or local law.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

7 2 1
813 9
6 5 3
317 5
9 6 8
4 8 2
5 2 4
6 8 3
8 9 6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Solar project
= = = (from page 1)

(efsec.wa.gov). The company
has not submitted a development
application to the county.

Skagitonians to Preserve
Farmland opposes solar farms
within the Agricultural NRL zone
because they disrupt hydrology,
negatively impact soil health and
weaken the local agricultural
economy by pulling more land
out of production.

“Solar farms may make sense
on rangeland in eastern Wash-
ington that’s not really arable,”
SPF board president Kim Good
Rubenstein said, “but we are
talking about land that has been
stewarded over 150 years to pro-
duce food that feeds not only our
citizens and our country but also

the world. It doesn’t make sense
to cover it with solar.”

Rubenstein says SPF is
concerned that because Water
& Wastewater’s operating on
Calhoun Road is already a
non-permitted, non-conforming
use of Ag-NRL land, it may be
easier for a governmental body
to greenlight an additional non-
conforming use. And while the
county’s planning department is
a staunch defender of agricultural
land, WEFSEC’s role is unclear.
Could the state office override
the county if it turns down a
formal project application when
it is submitted?

“The dragons just keep com-
ing,” said Rubenstein.

The Weekly News was not
able to reach Kelly Wynn, who
lives here part time, by press
time.

Skagit School

= » = (from page 1)

of her own — the discovery of
professional period photographic
negatives from the collection of
her predecessor, late artist and
civic leader Mark Iverson.

“When he passed away, his
nephew found boxes of nega-
tives that Mark had been gifted
by a commercial photographer,”
Wolfe said of Iverson

Those have since been donated
to the museum, which Wolfe said
is in the process of identifying
subjects in the photographs.

She said the museum plans
to have a booth at the Skagit
County Fair in August where
the public will be invited to help
with the identifications.

Wolfe said the museum is also
launching a “Drive to 500” cam-
paign to increase membership in
the county historical society.

“There are 120,000 people in
Skagit County, and there are 200
to 300 members of the historical
society,” Wolfe said. “We want to
get more people involved in the
preservation of history in Skagit
County. We want to increase our
membership to 500.”

Skagit City School, which
dates to the turn of the 20th
century, closed in 1940 when
many rural schools consolidated
with larger districts. Three years
later, the late Ronnie Holttum, a
La Conner High School graduate
who owned a service station in
Cedardale, bought the school at
auction and organized a club to
maintain it.

Holttum taught Sunday school
classes there for two decades.

The historical museum bought
the building in 2014. Its eventual
rehabilitation was made possible
by grant awards administered by
the Washington State Historical
Society.

i

Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW

i ARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

& Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258

>,

Raven's Cup Coffee & Art Gallery

EVEN OREGON!

R@QMA‘HM"

CANDLE COMPANY

Don't curse the darkness! Light a candle!
Scented candles, beeswax candles & decorative candles!
Candles from Washington, Canada, Europe, Africa &

Also: electronic lighters, wick dippers and more!
106 S. 1st St — Open at 7 am daily

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Town of La Conner

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm
12154 Chilberg Road,
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for
buying compost at the plant.
No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

For Sale

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

This is no unicorn!

You can buy a vibrant,
financially successful, 1,100 print
run, community-focused mail
subscription newspaper.

Buy your next job and retire in it.
Finish your career with a flourish. | have.
Create your own
Norman Rockwell-like existence
Call me:

360-202-4660
119 N. Third St., La Conner

POLICE BLOTTER

Sunday, July 7

3:15 p.m.: Animal problem not a
problem — A deputy was dispatched

to a report of a vehicle with two dogs
inside and no one around. While he was
responding, the reporting party called
back and said the vehicle left the area.
S. First Street, La Conner.

Monday, July 8

10:19 a.m.: Stolen bike — A caller said
their bicycle was parked in their front
yard and they forgot to lock it up. It had
been taken within the last week and
there was no suspect information. Center
Street, La Conner.

1:53 p.m.: Malicious mischief — Deputy
responded to a report of graffiti on the
water towers and investigated. There is
no suspect information at this time. He
photographed the graffiti and other dam-

age and entered items into evidence. S.
Fourth Street, La Conner.

4:17 p.m.: Motorcycle hit — Deputy
contacted the reporting party who saw

a vehicle back into a motorcycle legally
parked on the street. Deputy contacted
the motorcycle owner who didn’t witness
the incident. The deputy attempted

to contact the owner of the suspect
vehicle at their residence. Investigation
continues. S. First Street / Washington
Avenue, La Conner.

Wednesday, July 10

2:01 p.m.: Abandoned or not? —
Deputy was dispatched to an abandoned
vehicle complaint at the La Conner
Marina. Another deputy found the vehicle
in question and asked for a colleague

to check on it to see if it had moved.

The vehicle in question had moved to a

different location in the area. N. Second
Street, La Conner.

Thursday, July 11

4:02 p.m.: Fender bender — Deputy
responded to a two-car collision on
private property. The deputy facilitated
an exchange of information with the
drivers and provided them with a case
number for their records. S. First Street,
La Conner.

Friday, July 12

7:48 p.m.: Possible DUI - Deputies got
areport of an older green Honda that
had lane travel issues and was possibly
driving under the influence. The caller
couldn't provide a license plate. A deputy
checked the area and was unable to
locate the vehicle. McLean /Best roads,
greater La Conner area.

News support
= = = (from page 1)

A third of the nation’s newspa-
pers are expected to close by the
end of this year the study esti-
mated. More than 200 counties
nationwide are now considered
“news deserts,” with no source of
reliable local news.

The Washington report echoes
national studies, finding with
newspaper closures, “the loss
of the souls of communities and
the glue that holds communities
together. When newspapers close
voter participation drops. There is
less community engagement and
greater political partisanship.”

“This is not a journalism prob-
lem. It’s a democracy problem,”
concludes Benjamin Shors, from
Washington State University’s
Edward R. Murrow College of
Communication.

“The way we get local news has
changed since the internet became

part of our everyday lives,” said
Mary Coltrane, president of the
League of Women Voters of
Washington. “However, the way
local news affects our democratic
institutions has not changed.
Voters must be able to access
credible and ethical local news
so that they can make decisions
about how elected officials govern
their communities.”

“These are outcomes
democracy cannot withstand,”
said Coltrane. The federal
government’s historic support of
the news industry dates to 1792
when postage subsidies allowed
newspapers to be distributed at
greatly reduced rates. A variety
of currently proposed remedies at
both the federal and state levels
include tax credits, grants and
collective bargaining with tech
giants to compensate newspapers
for distribution of their original
news content.

The newly adopted position
was supported by dozens of state

Leagues across the country. To
gain concurrence and adopt the
national position, the LWVWA
conducted a multi-year study on
the topic, adopted the position at
the state level, and then proposed
the concurrence with the support
of many other state Leagues.

Seventy Washington state
members attended the convention,
including Jane Vilders of Mount
Vernon. Read her summary on
page 2.

The LWV WA expressed pride
at having its position adopted na-
tionally. It is ready to continue the
work to improve local news and
democracy in Washington.

The 133 page study is rich in
examples, interviews and specific
working solutions. It looks at
philanthropy, non-profits and
state and federal legislation as
approaches to fixes.

Find the study and more at
lwvwa.org/local-news#Get.

Source: LWVWA

Town Council

= = = (from page 3)

community having to put up all
the money. | think we can get the
funding. The first step is the hard
step, but it’s the one we need to
take.”

Reinstra called the Lowry
proposal “an option to help mini-
mize our costs.”

Mayor Marna Hanneman
termed that option as a methodi-
cal, “do it in stages” approach.

For now, the plan is in the
discussion stage.

“As I said,” Reinstra stressed,
“at this point, it’s just food for
thought.”

Council members likewise
received food for thought from
Mark Bistranin of Seaside
Gallery, who suggested that
the Sunday summer live music
events rotate locations rath-
er than be held exclusively at
Gilkey Square.

Bistranin, who maintains the
gallery through the entire year-
--including slower non-tourist
months---said he no longer
works on Sundays because the
music outside his gallery is so

STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES!

FREE DELIVERY = ON FULL LOADS = TO MOST AREAS

Colebnating Oun 50th Year in 2024

Bark ¢ Topsoil « Compost » Mulch ¢« Sawdust * Shavings ¢
Cedar Chips ¢ Hogged Fuel » Sand ¢ Gravel « Rock ¢ Recycle Services
Delivery Large & Small

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm
360-293-7188

12469 RESERVATION ROAD,ANACORTES
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

loud that he “can’t talk with
people.”

Bistranin said there was one
weekend recently when live mu-
sic was played both Saturday and
Sunday at the square. He appealed
for no live music at Gilkey Square
on Saturdays given the complete
Sunday summer schedule.

Hanneman said she appreci-
ated Bistranin’s comments and
referred him to the Town Parks
Commission for further dialogue.

Resident Linda Talman told
Hanneman and councilors that
noxious odors from a June 19
house fire continue to linger in
her neighborhood. Hanneman
said application has already been
made for a permit to demolish
the house, which was destroyed
by what Reinstra called an
accidental fire.

“We are expediting the dem-
olition,” Town Public Works
Director Brian Lease said. “This
project is going on as quickly as
it can.”

Excellent Light
Summer Reading
Choices

Open 7 days a week!
10-6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com

106 S. First St.
La Conner
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It's All Herel

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11AM-5PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
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