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Today’s special: Spooky Don’t wait: cast your ballot now

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 5. Help get all 
ballots counted quickly:
•	Vote and return your ballot now
•	Sign your ballot return envelope
•	Use a county dropbox
•	Mail your ballot by Oct. 30 so it’s postmarked 

no later than Nov. 5
•	Place ballots in a drop box by 8 p.m. Nov. 5.

La Conner-area election drop boxes:
•	614 Morris Street (in front of the old library)
•	17337 Reservation Road (Swinomish Indian 

Tribal Community Social Services Building) 
You can register to vote on Election Day.
Vvoting information; register at  VoteWa.gov.
Skagit County Elections: 360-416-1702.

By Ken Stern

NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND — 
Naval aviators Lt. Cmdr. Lyndsay Evans, the flight 
officer, and Aviator Lt. Serena N. Wileman died 
when their EA-18G Growler crashed near Mount 
Rainier Oct. 15 during a routine training flight. 

Both were 31 and from California.
The U.S. Navy released their names Monday 

after family were notified.
The Growler aircraft from Electronic Attack 

Squadron (VAQ) 130 crashed east of Mount 
Rainier.

Search and rescue teams were first dispatched 
from NAS Whidbey Island to locate the crew and 
examine the crash site.

Aerial search crews located the wreckage just 
after 12:30 p.m. Oct 16. The search was called off 
Sunday and the two were declared dead.

The wreckage rests at approximately 6,000 feet 
altitude in a remote, steep, snow-covered and heav-
ily wooded wilderness environment east of Mount 

Growler crew 
dies in crash 
near Rainier

By Ken Stern

More rain than average fell in September, with 
the 1.6 inches of rain Sept. 25 almost as much rain 
as most Septembers have gotten this century, an 
average of 1.9 inches. For the month, 2 inches fell 
in just six days; the 0.2 inches on Sept. 14 was the 
only other precipitation greater than a tenth of an 
inch. After no rain the first nine days, it rained four 
of the next five days, with four events under 0.01 
inch.

The 2 inches of rain was the ninth year of at least 
2 inches of precipitation. Five of the 10 wettest 
Septembers have been since 2014, with the 5.2 
inches in 2019 the wettest September this century.

For the year, the 23.4 inches of rain is 6.3 inches 
above the average this century. Rainfall has been 
above average seven of nine months.

It rained daily last week, Oct. 14-21, for 2.5 
inches of rain. Most of that was Friday-Monday, 
2.1 inches, with 1.2 inches Saturday.

September started warm, with two days above 80 
degrees the first week and the month’s high of 82.6 
Sept. 8 setting a record for the date.

It then cooled, with the next 70-plus day Sept. 

September had 
most of its rain 
fall in just a day

Rain Report: September
Rainfall in Sept: 1.97”
Number of rain days: 6
Least rain, one day: 0.01”, 10th
Most rain, one day: 1.61”, 25th
Year least rain: 0.02”, 2022
Year most rain: 5.24”, 2019
Average rainfall, Sept. 2000-2024, 1.9”
Rainfall in August: 2.6”
Data from WSU Mount Vernon
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 By Bill Reynolds

Halloween has morphed into 
Howell-oween at The Slider Café on 
Morris Street in La Conner. 

Managers Levi and Kimberly 
Howell have decked out the restaurant 
with creative and colorful decorations 
that celebrate the cute rather than scary 
elements of the otherwise spooky 
holiday. 

The Howell-oween theme has 
even been enlisted for their daughter 
Annabelle’s Oct. 27 birthday party at 
the café. 

Turns out, the Howell family isn’t 
alone when it comes to embracing the 
Halloween spirit. 

“It makes everybody happier at 
work,” server Noelle Ford, also an 
accomplished vocalist, said while 
singing the praises of the elaborate 
décor. “Customers come in and their 
eyes light up right away. We get com-
pliments from them every day. It just 
starts everybody off in a good mood.” 

There’s an in-house debate, how-
ever, over who and what inspired the 
café’s unique Halloween look. 

“It was my idea,” insisted nine-year-
old Anna Howell when interviewed 

by the Weekly News Sunday. “It goes 
with my birthday theme.” 

Her mom had a slightly different 
take. She said it was Slider Café owner 
Pat Ball who put the Halloween proj-
ect in motion. 

“The town really loves Christmas,” 
Howell reflected, “and Pat mentioned 
that he wished it could go on all year 
long. He said that during Christmas 
people are always smiling, so we took 
that into account.” 

Howell, blessed with an inherent gift 
for art, envisioned the café adorned 
with an array of inflated Kraken arms, 
black and orange paper lanterns, spider 
webs, autumnal window streamers, 
witches’ hats, black-winged skeletons 
and much, much more. 

She even thought of setting up a free 
photo booth. 

“It was something we wanted to 
do to open it up to local people,” she 
said. “We see lots of families out there 
taking photographs even when we’re 
not open. 

“I had some ideas in my head,” she 
added. “There was this feeling that 
I wanted people to have when they 
come in the door.” 

Howell ordered the decorations 

and over the course of three days – an 
estimated 42 hours – the café was 
transformed into Halloween Central. 
She and employee Dan Torseth did 
most of the decorating while Levi 
Howell and Lilly Ford ran the kitchen. 

Café customer Phil Smoots donated 
pumpkins and corn stalks to the cause. 

“Our customers love it,” said Ford, 
who when not cooking at the Slider 
Café attends both Burlington-Edison 
High and Skagit Valley College. “They 
walk in and say that none of the other 
restaurants are doing this. People even 
come back with their families so they 
can see all the decorations.” 

La Conner Elementary School 
teacher Judy Zimmerman was among 
those checking that box. 

“She saw it,” said Slider patron 
Karla Reynolds, “and said she had to 
bring her grandkids in to see it.” 

In some cases, folks drop in not to 
dine but to check out the decorations, 
Lily Ford said. 

Kimberly Howell said the large-
scale decoration plan became a viable 
Halloween celebration option because 
the restaurant is within La Conner’s 

By Bill Reynolds

Emergencies and natural disasters 
are no fun, but planning for them can 
be.

The Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community proved as much with 
its second annual Emergency 
Preparedness Fair at John K. Bob Ball 
Park on Oct. 17.

The event was a festive affair with 
fun demonstrations (the one featuring 
use of fire extinguishers was especially 
popular), blaring rock-n-roll music, 
a food truck and giveaways of home 
emergency-related items.

Flu and Covid vaccinations were 
also made available to those attending.

And, to top it off, the weather 
was perfect. Sunshine and clear 
skies helped foster an upbeat mood 
throughout.

Swinomish Emergency Management 
Specialist Keri Cleary, who coordinat-
ed the fair, received kudos for enlisting 
a diverse array of participants as well 
as the picture postcard conditions.

“I don’t know how Keri pulled it 
all together and planned it so well for 
mid-October in between rainstorms,” 
said Skagit County Fire District 13 

Capt. Ted Taylor, who managed the 
fire extinguisher demos.

Cleary shared credit with for-
mer tribal Emergency Management 
Coordinator Brian Gear, who now 
holds a similar position with Skagit 
County.

“Brian and I worked together the 

past couple of years on this,” said 
Cleary, who for two decades has 
worked with tribal governments in 
various departments.

“The thing about emergency man-
agement,” she said, “is that it touches 

Today’s special: Spooky

Swinomish fair promotes emergency planning 

BURN BAN — Swinomish Tribal Chairman Steve Edwards takes part in a fire 
extinguisher demonstration during the Swinomish Emergency Preparedness Fair 
at John K. Bob Ball Park on Oct. 17. � — Photo by Bill Reynolds
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Slider Café pulls out all the stops 
for a Halloween transformation

Slider Café pulls out all the stops 
for a Halloween transformation
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Opinion

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From the editor — 
381 issues published since July 5, 2017. 8 issues till the paper closes.

Please write! Letters 
to the editor of up to 350 
words are welcome, as are 
longer analyses, state-
ments and 500-word guest 
columns.

Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday 
for next issue. Include your 
name, address and phone 
­number for verification. All 
letters must be based on fact 
and civil in tone. All letters 
are edited for clarity and 
style. 

SEND TO: editor@
laconnernews.com

LETTERS TO THE  
EDITOR POLICY

By Greg Whiting

Should Skagit County 
approve utility scale battery 
energy storage projects?

Yes. The size of the project, 
the type of battery and where, 
exactly, those projects should 
be located are subjects that 
will require public discussion. 
However, as their costs have 
fallen more than 99% over the 
last 20 years, large batteries 
have become very helpful in 
keeping electricity rates down. 
Here’s why:

The American electric gen-
eration system is significantly 
overbuilt. There’s more capac-
ity to generate electricity than 
we can use, most of the time.

For instance, electric demand 
in northwest Washington is 
higher at 6:30 on a winter morn-
ing, when people get up and 
turn on water heating appliances 
and lights while electric heat is 
already running, than it is at 2 
p.m. on a mild spring day.

To supply electricity during 
the “peak hours,” the system 
needs to be built to generate 
more than enough (to account 
for transmission losses and 
transient equipment startup 
surges) for the single hour 
during which demand is high-
est.
Depending on the specific 

location, demand during an 
average hour may be a third, or 
even a sixth, of the peak hour’s 
demand. During any given year, 
the lowest hour may only have 
a tenth the demand of the peak 
hour.

Currently, utilities rely on 
“peaker” generation plants to 
meet demand during the top 
200 or so hours of an 8,760-
hour year (24 hours for 365 
days). Peakers are capable 
of operating for thousands of 
hours a year, but actually run 
for tens of hours a year. To 
pay for these underused assets, 
their operators have to charge 
utilities high prices – some-
times more than $10 per kilo-
watt-hour. A utility that has to 
buy energy from a peaker pays 
$10 for a kilowatt hour and 
then sells it for 13 cents. That 
cost eventually gets included 
in the average rate, and keeps 
rates up for everyone.

Inexpensive storage enables 
lower-cost generation assets 
that have already been built, to 
be used more. A battery storage 
system enables the utility to 
buy off-peak energy at normal 
wholesale costs of 2 or 3 cents 
a kilowatt-hour and store it. 
Sometimes, off-peak energy 
available in the western U.S. 
will include renewable energy 
available at near-zero cost. Cal-
ifornia is well into the process 
of building more solar gen-
eration capacity than it needs 
during some off-peak hours. 

Even here in Washington, 
overnight wind power can be 

more than the grid needs. With-
out storage, this energy would 
be “curtailed.” The plants 
would be turned off and the 
otherwise-almost free energy 
wouldn’t be generated at all. A 
utility-scale battery allows this 
near-zero-cost, zero-emission 
electricity to be captured for 
use during peak hours.

If there’s a hot summer or a 
cold winter that would require 
more peaker use than average, a 
battery storage system can pay 
for itself, keeping rates down 
for everyone, within a year or 
two. That’s what happened with 
the first major utility battery 
system in south Australia a few 
years ago.

Batteries can also relieve 
local grid congestion, reducing 
the need to build new power 
lines and substations.

There’s been discussion about 
lithium batteries as fire hazards. 
Utility batteries will usually 
be lithium iron phosphate 
batteries, which aren’t 
hazardous. The lighter, higher-
capacity lithium-ion (nickel, 
cobalt, manganese) batteries 
used in cars aren’t necessary 
for utilities, because utility 
batteries can be physically 
larger and heavier without 
performance consequences. 

Lithium ion batteries do occa-
sionally catch fire, but the risk 
is low. Some battery-powered 
car fires have gotten significant 
publicity, but the probability of 
a lithium battery car fire is less 
than 1% of the probability of 
a gasoline car fire. Gasoline is 
more flammable than batteries.

Skagit needs utility-scale 
battery energy storage sites

By Richard Doerflinger

Our mailboxes have been 
deluged with attack ads against 
our State Senator Ron Muzzall, 
saying he is a “two-faced” liar 
trying to “take away our repro-
ductive freedom.” 

Some reality therapy: Wash-
ington has been one of the states 
most protective of a right to 
abortion for over half a century. 
In 1991, the voters narrowly 
(50.1% to 49.9%) approved 
Initiative 120, declaring a right 
to abortion for any reason 
until viability (when a child can 
survive outside the womb) and 
for any “health” reason after 
that. In 2018 the Reproductive 
Parity Act made it illegal for a 
health insurance company to 
comply with a woman’s request 
for maternity benefits unless she 
also purchases abortion cover-
age. (Not exactly “freedom of 
choice.”) 

In large capital letters, one 
ad says Sen. Muzzall “LIED” – 
because he has said he “would 
never vote to take away a right,” 
but voted against three recent 
abortion bills. The ad provides 
bill numbers, so I reviewed 
them myself. 
The first law, HB 1851, allows 

non-physicians to do abortions. 
One ad says only that it “pro-
tects access to abortions.” The 
second, SJR 8202, proposes a 
constitutional amendment to 
expand abortions beyond what 
the voters narrowly approved, 
allowing them in the sixth to 
ninth month for any reason – 
and by writing it into the state 
constitution, making it much 
more difficult to change later if 
it is found to harm women. So 
supporters wanted to expand 

elective abortions into the last 
weeks of pregnancy, when they 
are most dangerous for women, 
after weakening the medical 
qualifications for performing 
them. 

The third law, HB 1469, de-
clares that if someone commits 
a crime related to abortion or 
sex-change (gender transition) 
treatment in another state, 
and flees to Washington – for 
example, a sex trafficker or child 
abuser evading the home state’s 
parental notification law when 
a minor is involved – our law 
enforcement personnel must not 
cooperate with that state’s effort 
to locate the perpetrator unless 
we have the same law. (While 
one ad says this “protects abor-
tion patients from outside legal 
persecution,” no state allows 
legal liability for a woman or 
girl having an abortion.) 
The perpetrator can even file 

suit against the other state, for 
trying to enforce its own law. 
This proposal seems to violate 
Article IV of the U.S. Consti-
tution (Secs. 1 and 2), which 
requires states to do just the 
opposite in these situations. 

In short, Sen. Muzzall did not 
try to “take away” any right by 
voting. These bills were pro-
posed expansions of abortion 
policy, and he never said he 
would automatically support all 
such expansions – especially 
when there are good reasons for 
questioning them. 

Disagreement on these poli-
cies does not create an excuse 
for false charges and character 
assassination. Not even in an 
election year. 

Richard Doerflinger has lived 
in La Conner for many years.

A citizen’s view — 

Attacks on a candidate’s 
integrity are no way to win

Vote Rylee Fleury 
for commissioner

I am writing as a Skagit 
County farmer who is eager to 
see new energy and fresh ideas 
in our local government. The 
upcoming election has given us 
an exciting opportunity, particu-
larly with Rylee Fleury running 
for county commissioner. It’s 
not just about electing a younger 
candidate – it’s about bringing a 
much-needed change to the way 
our county addresses key issues 
like farming and housing. 

For 16 years, we’ve seen the 
same face making the same 
decisions and frankly, the status 
quo isn’t working for many of 
us. Our farms, which are the 
backbone of this county, need to 
be supported with policies that 
protect their future, not weighed 
down by red tape. And as hous-
ing prices skyrocket, it’s clear 
that we need leaders who aren’t 
afraid to challenge the old ways 
of thinking and push for creative 
solutions to help both farmers 
and families thrive here.

Rylee’s ideas on these topics 
are a breath of fresh air, like 
encouraging ag tourism not 
crushing it. His willingness to 
stand up for the people of Skagit 
County – especially against 
unfair treatment – shows me that 
he’s not just running to maintain 
the current system. He’s running 
to improve it for everyone. I 
believe that with his leadership, 
we can move towards a future 
where our farms are viable no 
matter how big or small and 
new housing construction costs 
are reduced though reduced 

regulations.
Let’s embrace the opportuni-

ty to vote for a candidate who 
represents change, fairness and 
transparency. It’s time for new 
voices and new ideas in our 
county government. It’s time for 
action. 

Vote Rylee Fleury for county 
commissioner.

Sincerely,
Larry Jensen
Mount Vernon

Israelis have many 
voices against war

Thank you, Ken for last 
week’s editorial concerning the 
massacre of Israeli innocents on 
Oct. 7, 2023 and the horrifying 
war on Hamas and the people 
of Gaza that is being waged by 
the present government of Israel 
and the Israeli Defense Forces 
(“After a Year of Slaughters,” 
Oct. 9). 

Though I appreciate parts of 
your editorial, it’s very import-
ant especially at this time to 
portray Israel as a country with 
many different voices. 

Yes, the present government is 
waging this war, but the present 
government doesn’t speak for 
the majority of Israelis who are 
against the war and desperately 
want peace and the hostages 
released. 

Over the last year, hundreds 
of thousands of Israelis have 
daily taken to the streets to 
protest the war, calling for peace 
and the release of the hostages. 
There is “Standing Together” 
an Israeli Jewish and Israeli 
Palestinian group numbering in 

the thousands who are working 
together and literally risking 
their lives every day to bring 
food and medical supplies into 
Gaza. Rabbis for Human Rights, 
founded in 1988, has dedicated 
itself to working with the Pal-
estinians population to promote 
and protect human rights in Isra-
el and the Palestinian territories. 
And then there’s the Parents 
Circle-Families Forum group of 
over 700 Israeli and Palestinian 
people who have lost loved ones 
in the on-going conflict who 
meet to speak about reconcilia-
tion, friendship and peace.  

So there are many voices in 
Israel who are speaking and 
working for peace and a secure 
and compassionate future for all. 

Let us see Israelis and Pales-
tinians as people coming from 
the same tree which, when 
nurtured, grows and flourishes 
together. 

Bless us all, 
Miriam Fein 
La Conner

The Board of Skagit County 
Commissioners adopted an 
interim ordinance Sept. 23 
imposing a moratorium on 
the acceptance of permits for 
electrical energy generation 
or storage facilities on Skagit 
farmland. The moratorium is 
for six months and may be 
extended.

The Skagit County Planning 
Commission is considering a 
new ordinance for electrical 
energy generation and storage 
facilities on lands zoned Ag-
NRL (natural resource land). 
County commissioners are 
concerned that the prospect of 
new regulation could cause a 
rush of new permit applications. 

“We fully understand the 
importance of a stable energy 
supply, but Skagit farmland is 
irreplaceable,” said Commis-
sioner Lisa Janicki.

In August, the county com-
missioners issued a statement 
on the Goldeneye battery energy 
storage system project east of 
Sedro-Woolley. It read:

“After careful consideration 
of the application materials 
provided by Goldfinch Energy 
Storage and comments from the 
community, we must oppose 
the Goldeneye BESS project, 
proposed at a location in 

unincorporated Skagit County 
just east of Sedro-Woolley. The 
energy storage system threatens 
decades of collaborative local-
tribal work and many millions 
of public dollars spent to restore 
Hansen Creek, home to four 
species of Pacific salmon, 
steelhead trout, and other 
wildlife. The Goldeneye BESS 
proposal would also convert 
Skagit farmland for industrial 
development, undermining 
our community’s long-term 
protection of Skagit Valley’s 
farmland and farming economy. 
Goldfinch Energy Storage has 
failed to adequately explore 
alternative sites for this project, 
instead proposing a location in 
a sensitive natural resource area 
for both agriculture and salmon, 
including Endangered Species 
Act-listed chinook. We strongly 
encourage the Washington 
State Energy Facility Site 
Evaluation Council to reject this 
proposal. It is contrary to Skagit 
County’s Comprehensive Plan, 
adopted County code, and our 
community’s intergenerational 
commitment to protect the 
Skagit’s floodplain for farming 
and fisheries.”

The county held a hearing on 
the moratorium on Oct. 21.

Source: Skagit County

County OKs moratorium for 
energy projects on farmland
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Did you want to run this for the Oct. 5th issue?

Thank You!
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By Kurt Batdorf

The community group working 
to secure the future of the La 
Conner Weekly News now has 
an interim board of directors and 
a name that reflects its mission: 
La Conner Community News.

Board President Andrew 
Ashmore said the group 
has completed its articles of 
incorporation with the state and 
can now do business. It has an 
Employee Identification Number 
for the IRS. Tillinghast Postal & 
Business Center is providing a 
free mailbox. A Gmail account 
will soon be active.

Joining Ashmore on the inter-
im board are Jerry Willins, vice 
president; John Leaver, treasurer; 
Julie Jones, secretary; and mem-
bers at large Troy Olason, Lynn 
Beebe and Tony Harrah.

Ashmore said five of the seven 
board members and five or six 
other interested community 
members met Oct. 18 at the La 
Conner Swinomish Library to 
discuss fundraising strategies. 
He said he’ll file with the IRS 
this week to create a nonprofit 
501(c)3 corporation that can ac-
cept financial gifts, open a bank 
account for donations and find a 
“fiscal sponsor” like the Skagit 
Community Foundation that can 
hold the money for La Conner 
Community News until the IRS 
approves its 501(c)3 application.

Ashmore said the board will 
meet Oct. 24 with Weekly News 
Publisher Ken Stern to learn 
more about how the newspaper 
functions and review its financ-
es. Willins will use his business 
experience to guide the creation 
of a business plan for La Conner 

Community News.
Among the board’s concerns 

is the continuity of the Weekly 
News and honoring Stern’s Dec. 
18 target for a transition to new 
owners. Ashmore said he expects 
the board will meet many more 
times as it considers the newspa-
per’s finances, operation and staff 
in a post-Stern era.

With a deadline eight weeks 
away, Ashmore says “I’m op-
timistic” that the interim board 
and Stern will have an agreement 
in time.

Community group officially 
forms to buy Weekly News

By Bill Reynolds

Thanksgiving came a month 
early for members of La 
Conner’s planning commission. 

Mayor Marna Hanneman 
expressed her thanks at their Oct. 
15 meeting for the role they and 
others played in the conversion 
of downtown First Street to one-
way southbound traffic. 

“I want to thank everyone,” 
Hanneman said at the outset of 
the 75-minute public session at 
Maple Hall. “It’s a miracle. It 
was a team effort on First Street.” 

Hanneman and Fire Chief/
Code Enforcement Officer Aaron 
Reinstra were among those who 
voiced support earlier this year 
for the traffic change. They cited 
public safety as a primary need, 
noting that newer model vehi-
cles – which tend to be larger 

and wider – had made it more 
difficult for fire trucks and am-
bulances to safely navigate the 
narrow street. 

Planning Director Michael 
Davolio, another champion of 
the shift, said the feedback he 
has received has been supportive. 

“I’ve heard nothing but posi-
tive remarks,” he said. 

The word is gradually getting 
out as to why the switch was 
made, said Assistant Planner 
Ajah Eills. 

“Aaron,” said Eills, “has had 
43 people who he’s had to ex-
plain why this is happening.” 

Public works department staff 
installed new signage prior to 
Oct. 9 the first day for one-way 
traffic. Their efforts didn’t go 
unnoticed, said Eills. 

Town staff lauded 
for First St. change

By Bill Reynolds

The shorthanded La Conner 
Emergency Management 
Commission managed some 
heavy lifting last week. 

Commissioners Doug Asbe 
and Jerry George at their Oct. 
15 meeting took a deep dive 
into a risk analysis of various 
emergency scenarios listed in a 
draft community Comprehensive 
Emergency Management Plan 
due for completion by the end of 
the year. 

They were joined by 
Administrator Scott Thomas, 
who called the 75-minute session 
“a productive meeting” after the 
trio discussed challenges posed 
by some 20 potential disaster 
threats ranging from storm surges 
and earthquakes to lightning and 
volcanic activity. 

No formal action was taken, 
however, as the five-member 
commission – which has two 
vacancies to fill – did not achieve 
a quorum. 

Asbe, the committee’s new 
chair and George, its immediate 
past chair, forged ahead, delving 
into the 34-page draft document 
and discussing risk assessment 
and emergency preparedness. 

Mindful of major saltwater 
flooding nearly two years ago 
that caused about $2 million 
in property damage here – the 
December 2022 event provided 
the impetus for establishing the 
emergency management board – 
the two agreed that storm surge 
merits the highest local risk 
score. 

Asbe provided good news for 
the king tide season ahead, citing 

Emergency Management Commission 
lacks quorum but has productive session

The Mount Vernon Library 
Commons library opened 
Tuesday. Hours are 10 a.m-6 
p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m-
4 p.m. Saturday.

Use the main entrance on the 
corner of Kincaid and Second 
streets. Park in the lot at the old 
library on Snoqualmie Street.

Visit and use the library. Some 
services may be unavailable until 
construction is completed. The 
parking garage and conference 
center are closed.

forecasts of lower high tides this 
fall and winter. 

The threat of local earthquake 
damage, Asbe and George noted, 
is less probable than flooding 
and storm surge but with more 
severe. impacts 

George stressed that earth-
quake preparedness is para-
mount. 

“You can’t prepare for an 
earthquake after the shaking 

starts,” he said. 
George contrasted the after-

effects of surface earthquakes 
from those of more remote 
subduction quakes. 

“We have virtually no risk 
from a subduction tsunami,” 
he said, “but there has been a 
tsunami in Puget Sound from the 
Seattle (earthquake) fault.” 

Mount Vernon 
library opens

CLYDE SHAVERS:  
NAVAL ACADEMY GRADUATE.  

NAVY VETERAN.
OUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE.

ENDORSED BY:

VOTE FOR CLYDE SHAVERS (D)  
BY NOVEMBER 5

Larry Seaquist and Clyde Shavers are Veterans of the U.S. Navy. Use of their military ranks, job titles, and 
photographs in uniform does not imply endorsement by the Department of the Navy or the Department of Defense.

Paid for by Elect Clyde Shavers (D) P.O. Box 24 Oak Harbor, WA 98277

WWW.CLYDESHAVERS.COM

“State Rep. Clyde Shavers has served our country 
and our state with honor and distinction. 
Please join me in supporting his re-election.”

- CAPTAIN LARRY SEAQUIST, USN, RET.
SEAQUIST COMMANDED THE BATTLESHIP USS IOWA (BB-61)

More Wednesday 
Weekly News delivery

Good news for Skagit Valley 
subscribers. Starting today the 
Weekly News is in Wednes-
day’s mail. Some 60 readers in 
Anacortes, Bow, Burlington and 
Sedro-Woolley join La Conner 
and Mount Vernon subscribers in 
receiving “exceptional,” same-
day delivery.

(continued on page 6)
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

GOOD FOOD.  
GOOD PEOPLE.  

SINCE 1973.

Open Daily to Everyone     •    Downtown Mount Vernon    •    skagitfoodcoop.com

Happy Co-op Month!  
Your local co-op is Skagit’s best 

place for organic groceries, fresh 
produce & everyday essentials.

(continued on page 9)

We’d like to welcome you to come and try our new menu of 
breakfast and lunch sandwiches, soups, salads, pizzas (we do 

take and bake!), espresso, beer & wine, and delicious desserts. 
360-333-4696

online ordering available: thewayfindercafe.com
110 N. 1st. Street, La Conner, WA

Mention this ad for a 
FREE drip coffee 
with your order

OPEN:
Thurs. – 
Mon.

HOURS:
9am – 
3pm

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Did you know, a quarter of our blood supply  
goes to patients fighting cancer? 

Chemotherapy takes a heavy toll on blood cells, making transfusions—provided 
solely by generous volunteers—absolutely crucial. In just one hour, you can 
become a lifeline for those battling cancer. Act now. Schedule your appointment 
today and be the hero they need. 
 

La Connor Community Blood Drive  
Landy James-High School Gym 
502 North Main Street. Coupeville  

Tuesday, October 29th  
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 
 

Scan the QR code, call Bloodworks NW at 800-398-7888, or click this link 
bloodworksnw.org/giveblood to schedule your one hour donation appointment.  
 
Appointments are required for the best possible donation experience. Same-day appointments available at 
most locations. Photo ID required. For safety, we kindly request no visitors under 16 at our donation sites. Eat 
a hearty meal and drink plenty of fluids prior to donation. 

 

 

My goal is a safe, 
attractive and 
Affordable Community
with Good Jobs, good schools, 
and a Healthy Environment 
that maintains our community’s 
Heritage & 
Natural Beauty.

Ron Wesen
Skagit County  
Commissioner

Sustain Our Skagit Valley Way of Life

Paid for by Re-elect Ron Wesen County Commissioner
P.O. Box 1345  Burlington, WA 98233

RETIREMENT INN SENIORS HONOR LA CONNER HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS –Mike Elliott, president of the La Conner Retirement Inn 
Residents Council, held a $5,000 check to give to Tessa Deyo, a La 
Conner Community Scholarship Foundation member. Witnessing the 
event are other officers of the council and some of the volunteers that 
worked to make their September garage sale successful. The money 
was earned from the Labor Day week-end sale which was directed by 
Allie Kester, activities coordinator at the Inn. The residents at the Inn 
are excited to have participated in the fund drive “Dollars for Scholars.” 
Scholarships will be awarded to deserving students in the spring.  

–Photo by Ken Stern

By Bill Reynolds

In volleyball, as in U.S. court-
rooms, the defense never rests.

A prime example is La 
Conner High School junior 
libero Addison Keller, whose 
outstanding defensive play and 
clutch serving has been formally 
recognized by the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities 
Association, the governing body 
of extra-curricular programs in 
the state’s schools.

The WIAA has named Keller 

its Athlete of the Week based on 
her play as libero – a defensive 
player specializing in passing 
and digging – in La Conner’s re-
cent victories over Mount Vernon 
Christian and Darrington.

Keller recorded 18 digs 
and seven service aces in the 
Braves’ win over Mount Vernon 
Christian. She added 16 digs and 
six aces against Darrington.

She posted 22 digs and an ace 
in La Conner’s non-league home 

By Bill Reynolds

The conditions couldn’t have 
been harsher for the La Conner 
High School boys’ soccer team 
when it faced NW2B/1B foe 
Friday Harbor at Whittaker Field 
on Friday.

Southerly winds gusted to 45 
mph, hard rain fell the entire 
second half and temperatures 
plummeted into the 40s by 
game’s end.

That wasn’t the worst of it, at 
least emotionally.

The Braves briefly led the con-
test in regulation until a potential 
Braves go-ahead goal late in the 
second half was disallowed on an 
official’s questionable call. The 
teams remained deadlocked 1-1 
through two overtimes. 

Friday Harbor secured the win 
by edging La Conner 3-2 in the 
shootout, which followed 90 
cold, drenching minutes on the 
pitch.

Christian Fix and Hadden 
Zimmerman scored La Conner’s 
shootout goals – one-on-one 
attempts versus the Wolverine 

goalkeeper – but the visitors 
converted three kicks of their 
own to complete a two-match 
regular season series sweep of 
the Braves.

Friday Harbor claimed a 1-0 
victory over La Conner when the 
two conference rivals met previ-

ously at Linde Field on Sept. 24.
Midway through the Oct. 18 

rematch, the Wolverines held an 
identical 1-0 advantage, aided 
in great measure by having the 
wind at their back.

By Bill Reynolds

There was no place like home 
for the La Conner High School 
volleyball team last week.

The Braves (10-7) defeated 
1A Sultan in a seesaw, five-set, 
non-conference match at Landy 
James Gym on Oct. 15 with Nora 

McCormick (8) and Reese Bird 
(7) combining for 15 kills to lead 
the La Conner attack.

Results were less favorable 
when La Conner went to 
Coupeville.

Coach Pam Keller’s charges 
lost in straight sets to the NW-
2B/1B rival on Oct. 17. 

League-leading Coupeville 
(11-2 overall; 8-0 in NW2B/1B 
matches) was paced against La 
Conner by Teagan Calkins (12) 
and Lyla Sturrmans (11) who 
finished in double-digit kills for 
the victors.

La Conner’s only two league 
losses have come against 
Coupeville.

The Braves fared better at 
home against Sultan, a larger 
school foe, clinching a tight 3-2 
triumph with a three-point mar-
gin in the decisive fifth set. 

The line score with Sultan 
was a back-and-forth 25-14, 
22-25, 25-15, 20-25, 15-12 in La 
Conner’s favor.

In addition to Nora 
McCormick and Bird, Maeve 
McCormick (6), Abi Poulton (4), 
Aaliyah Gonzalez (2) and Mia 
Delage (1) recorded kills.

Nora McCormick helped fuel 
the La Conner attack with seven 
assists.

In addition to her strong play 
at the net, Bird delivered a team-
high 12 assists and six service 
aces.

Poulton chipped in two blocks 
and nine digs, libero Addison 
Keller had 22 digs and senior de-
fensive specialist Addison Wigal 
collected seven digs.

Maeve McCormick (21) and 
Nora McCormick (21) joined 
Keller with double-figure digs.

La Conner, which entertained 
Friday Harbor in NW2B/1B play 
on Tuesday, welcomes Orcas 
Island tomorrow (Oct. 24) for a 
5:30 p.m. league date. 

The La Conner football team, 
coming off a 22-14 non-league 
win over Waterville-Mansfield, 
fell short at undefeated Tulalip 
(7-0) by a 46-6 score on Friday. 

The Braves (2-4) look to return 
to the win column this Friday 
with their much-anticipated 
Homecoming matchup opposite 
a 1-6 Muckleshoot Tribal Kings 
squad. The Oct. 25 Muckleshoot-
La Conner kickoff at Whittaker 
Field is set for 7 p.m.

Addison Keller garners state 
athlete of the week award

Netters split; football team falls short

Boys keep Friday Harbor close in 
soccer but drop OT heartbreaker

Constitutional
Common Sense

Candidate Paid for by CarrieKennedy4WA,
PO Box 963, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 • carriekennedy4wa.net

IWILLSUPPORT,DEFEND&PROTECTWITH
COMMONSENSE,TRUTH&HONESTY:

~ US&WA Constitutional Rights ~ Legal US Citizens first
~ American values, families ~ 2nd Amendment, Gun & Hunting Rights
~Border security ~ Legal immigration ~ End sanctuary state & cities ~

Rule of Law ~ Public safety ~ Personal choices ~ No mandates
~ Back the Blue, Military,Veterans & their families ~ Parental

rights & their children ~ School choice ~ Quality education, reforms,
vocational, trades, life skills in schools ~ Female sports for females

only ~ Safeguard female achievements, rights, Title 9 ~ Mental health,
drug reform ~ Ban cartoon porn ~ Lower healthcare costs ~ Affordable
housing ~ Limited govt, overreach ~ Lower taxes, tax reform, control

govt spending ~ Economic freedom, prosperity & free market
~ Innovation not regulation ~ Energy independence ~ Food, water
security ~ Farm & ag lands protection ~ No US lands sold to foreign
entities ~ Resources, waterways, lands, environment ~ Infrastructure

reform ~ Same day voting, proof of citizenship, ID, legal U.S.
citizens only. ~ Common sense to resolve issues, with accountability.

I will represent & work for you and your family!

KICKING UP A STORM — La Conner’s Hadden Zimmerman (left) 
races a Friday Harbor player to the ball during first half league soccer 
action at Whittaker Field on Oct. 18.� — Bill Reynolds photo

(continued on page 9)
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
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• Dump Trucking
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• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

K
ing Features W

eekly Service
April 6, 2020

The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

A&E BRIEFLY
Arts Alive! 2024 kicks off its 39th 
anniversary show “Along Salish 
Shores” 1-8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, 
in Maple Hall, 104 Commercial 
St., La Conner. Opening 
reception begins at 5 p.m. Arts 
Alive continue from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, and 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 27, and 
Monday, Oct. 28. More info:  
artsalivelaconner.com.

“This Machine is Made for 
Earth”: The Madrona Project 
at MoNA. Poets will converge 
at the Museum of Northwest 
Art, 121 S. First St., La Conner, 
from 2-4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 2, 
to offer a reading and discussion 
from the most recent issue of the 
anthology series, “The Madrona 
Project: This Machine is Made 
for Earth,” recently published by 
Empty Bowl Press in Chimacum. 
Free for members, $15 suggest-
ed donation for non-members. 
RSVP: monamuseum.org/events/
madrona-project-nov2.

Celtic Arts Foundation tradi-
tional Scottish breakfast, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
2. If you have ever traveled in 
Scotland and stayed in a bed and 
breakfast or hotel, you have no 
doubt experienced a traditional 
Scottish “power breakfast.” CAF’s 
breakfast will consist of a great 
variety of traditional Scottish 
foods served buffet style. Tickets 
are $40 for CAF members, $45 
for non-members. Littlefield Celtic 
Center, 1124 Cleveland Ave., 
Mount Vernon.

Pacific Northwest Landscapes 
Drawing Workshop with Kristin 
Frost. 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 2 and 9, at Museum 
of Northwest Art, 121 S. First 
St., La Conner. Learn to draw 
a Pacific Northwest landscape, 
focusing on trees, water and 
sky, with live demonstrations of 
pencil techniques, composition 
building and thoughtful discus-
sion on process. This class will 
teach solid foundational drawing 
skills while allowing for individ-
ual exploration. Cost: $95 ($90 
participation, $5 materials), all 
supplies included. Ages: 16 and 
up. Members get 10% off classes 
and workshops at checkout. 
RSVP: monamuseum.org/events/
pnw-landscapes-workshop.

Teen Art Club at Museum of 
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St., 
is a free program for youth in 
grades 6-12, where you can bring 
your friends and your creativity 
to make art together and inspire 
your art. Pizza, snacks, and art 
supplies will be provided. 3-5 
p.m. Fridays.

The La Conner Swinomish 
Library has extended hours. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays. 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. 
Closed Sundays.

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

HEATED PATIO SEATING
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.
2024 Best of Skagit:  

Chowder, Fish & Chips and Outdoor Dining.

Excellent Autumn 
Reading Choices 

Open 7 days a week!
10 - 6

On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

OO

www.richardbrocksmith.com
Paid for by People for Richard Brocksmith, 
1216 E Section St, Mount Vernon, WA 98274

360-826-2094 

●  Has worked in the last 4 
years to increase Skagit’s 
housing availability and 
affordability for our working 
and low-income families, and 
stood against Fully Contained 
Communities.

●  Has the experience and 
ability to bring flood, environ-
mental and Tribal interests 
together to address the 
threats of sea level rise and climate change that 
threaten La Conner and our farmlands.

●  Has run a dual language campaign that 
recognizes everyone deserves equal access to 
their government.

●  Has the endorsement of firefighter, 
farmworker, laborer, city and county 
government, ferry, hospital and food supply 
labor organizations due to my commitment to 
good, safe jobs and housing.

●  Has reduced expenses for seniors, disabled 
and veterans on fixed incomes.

I’m also the only Democrat running for Skagit 
County Commissioner in 2024 and will bring 
balance and a new generation’s perspective to 
the Skagit County Board of Commissioners!  
Together, we can get Skagit County working!

I humbly ask for your vote,

Richard

Richard is the only candidate in this race who:

RICHARD 
BROCKSMITH (D)
FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER

Elect

It is finally fall and a great time 
to come to the library to check out 
a new book or re-read an old fa-
vorite and remember, if we don’t 
have the book you are looking for, 
we can get it for you from one of 
our partner libraries. Check out 
these exciting new books: 

Coming Soon! local author 
Shanna Lowe’s newest book, 
“Lotte Skale and the Wyvern 
Hatchery.” Lotte Skale and her 
father run a hatchery for magical 
and endangered wyverns. In an 
era when magic and magical 
creatures are forbidden, their 
actions are punishable by death. 
When her father is called away, 
Lotte is left to manage the hatch-
ery on her own.

Unfortunately, a firewraith 
discovers their secret hatchery 

and Lotte must use her wit and 
knowledge of magical crea-
tures to protect her home and 
the wyverns she and her father 
have spent their lives restoring. 
This book is coming on our next 
order. Stop by to put it on hold 
and be the first to check it out! 
Recommended for ages 12-18. 

“Calling for a Blanket Dance” 
by Oscar Hokeah. This debut 
novel takes the reader into the 
life of Ever Geimausaddle, 
whose family, part Mexican 
and part Native American, is 
determined to hold onto their 
community despite the obstacles 
they face everywhere they turn. 
His father is injured by a corrupt 
police officer and his mother 
struggles to keep her job and care 
for her husband; young Ever is 

lost and angry at the world that 
seems to undermine his sense of 
safety and his relatives all have 
ideas about who he is and who 
he should be. 

Through all the struggles, his 
relatives all want the same thing: 
to remind Ever of the rich and 
supportive communities that 
surround him and for Ever to 
learn to take the strength given to 
him to save himself. This honest, 
heartbreaking and ultimately up-
lifting novel is the story of how 
Ever finally finds his way home. 
Check it out today! 

We also have some great 
activities coming up this month. 
Today, Oct. 23, soil expert Bruce 
Lindsey will be here from 4-5 
p.m. to talk about soil. Come 
learn how soil is formed and 

what creates healthy soil. 
Don’t miss out on Halloween 

Trick or Treat at the library. Stop 
by, show us your costume and 
get a treat! 

Next Lego Club meets on 
Friday, Nov. 8 from 3-4 p.m., for 
ages 5 and older. Come have fun 
with Legos. 

On Saturday, Nov. 9 from 3-4 
p.m. we will host a screening 
of the documentary film, “The 
Healing Heart of Lushootseed,” a 
film showcasing the world debut 
of the “Healing Heart of the First 
People of This Land, A Sympho-
ny in Four Movements,” written 
by Vi Hilbert and performed 
by the Seattle Symphony. The 
film screening will be followed 
by a panel discussion and Q&A 
with members of Lushootseed 
Research. This very special event 
is cohosted by Lushootseed 
Research and the La Conner 
Library Foundation. Come early 
to guarantee getting a seat.

Library HappeningsLibrary HappeningsFall into a book, learn 
about soil, get a treat

Friday Harbor Film Festival Oct. 25-27
By Ken Stern

The world premiere of “Van 
Gogh: Poets & Lovers” is one of 
the many highlights of the 12th 
annual Friday Harbor Film Fes-
tival this weekend, Oct. 25-27. 
The 16 full length documentaries 
and 21 short films are shown 
twice on five screens at three 
venues.

“Fish War” covers over 50 
years of indigenous tribal fishers 
fighting to secure their treaty 
rights with legal battles ending in 
the U.S. Supreme Court and now 
the fight to save salmon.

“Van Gogh: Poets & Lovers” 
producer Philip Grabsky is com-
ing from London for question 
and answer sessions. The film 
was made in close collaboration 
with Great Britain’s National 
Gallery, which is hosting the 
U.K.’s biggest ever Van Gogh 

exhibition. The focus is on Van 
Gogh’s unique creative process, 
exploring the artist’s years in 
the south of France, where he 
revolutionized his style. It shows 
Saturday at 7 p.m. and 1 p.m. 
Sunday.

The organizes promises “an 
extraordinary celebration of 
impactful filmmaking, featuring 
a diverse array of documentaries 
that inform, inspire and ignite 
change.”

The Friday evening 
Opening Night Gala Honoring 
Filmmakers requires a separate 
ticket. Morten Lauridsen will 
receive the Andrew V. McLaglen 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and “Shining Night: A Portrait 
of Composer Morten Lauridsen” 
will be screened.

Ticket options include a full 
festival pass, Saver 6-Pack and 
tickets to the Gala Honoring 

Filmmakers. The entire online 
festival is $15. It runs Oct. 28-
Nov. 3 and offers most festival 
films, plus several additional 
ones. 

Check fhff.org for tickets, the 
film guide and more.

Grant funds MoNA curator
The Museum of Northwest Art 

was awarded a major capacity 
building grant from the M.J. 
Murdock Charitable Trust of 
Vancouver, Washington in Sep-
tember to fund the new position 
of director of curatorial affairs 
and curator of Northwest art .

The new director will provide 
strategic vision and managerial 
oversight for the museum’s ex-
hibition program and collection, 
a position essential to advancing 
and fulfilling the museum’s mis-
sion. This transformational in-
vestment in MoNA’s growth lays 

the foundations for the museum 
to develop a comprehensive, 
sustainable and well-articulated 
vision for the future. 

As curator of Northwest art, 
the director will develop and 
oversee exhibitions dedicated to 
advancing the scholarship vis-
à-vis modern and contemporary 
art in the Northwest, as well 
as steward MoNA’s permanent 
collection of Northwest art in 
the galleries and in publications 
through original research. 

Source: MoNA
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peterbrowning.vote

Sound solutions that serve ALL people.
The candidate who puts Skagit 1st!

Dear friends,
I’m a dedicated public servant with a diverse background in health 
and business, running for re-election as Skagit County Commissioner 
District 2.   I am nonpartisan and I stand only for the Skagit.  
My long experience and commitment to our community make me 
the ideal candidate to continue improving Skagit County.
Over the last four years we’ve brought Skagit tribes and Skagit local 
government together around major plans to address �ooding, 
salmon recovery, sea level rise and climate change, and I’ve taken 
bold steps to protect Skagit farmland from inappropriate 
development.   
I’ve also supported Skagit cities in their e�ort to provide more 
a�ordable housing for young families, helped create a coordinated 
regional approach to homelessness, opened a much-needed mental 
health and addiction stabilization center, and stabilized the County 
work force.

You can learn more about my record and positions at 
peterbrowning.vote.   My record re�ects that I deliver results, not just 
rhetoric.  I ask for your support.

Thank you,

Peter Browning 

Paid for by Peter Browning for County Commissioner.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE • DEMOCRAT • 10TH DISTRICT 

Dave Paul is the 
trusted, bipartisan 
candidate for our 

community. 
Visit votedavepaul. com to learn 

more about Dave's work for 
La Conner and Skagit County. 
Ballots due by August 6th.

Paid for by Friends of Dave Paul PO Box 387 Oak Harbor WA 98277 

For example, Second Street 
resident Dorothy Downes 
brought cookies to the public 
works office. 

Eills also observed that so far 
“an overwhelming traffic rush on 
Second Street hasn’t happened.” 

Transportation, a key element 
of the Town’s comprehensive 
plan – which is in the process of 
being updated – was a recurring 
theme during the meeting. 

The transportation element 
aims to ensure that the Town’s 
transportation system, including 
streets, parking, bike lanes and 
pedestrian walkways, supports 
land uses envisioned by the 
comp plan. 

Davolio noted that parks and 
recreation and climate chapters 
have been added to the comp 
plan in the past two years. He 
said that in 2022 the comp plan 

had 10 chapters, adding that the 
update process is expected to run 
through June 2025. 

Any changes to land use 
designations for La Conner’s 
former south end industrial area, 
a nearly four-acre space being 
studied, would be incorporated 
into the revised comp plan. 

Consultant Tom Beckwith, 
whose firm is conducting the 
study, will attend the next 
planning commission meeting. 

Meanwhile, work continues on 
the comp plan updates. 

“The state has granted an 
extension to the end of the year,” 
Davolio said, “but I’m confident 
we can meet the original dead-
line of the end of June.” 

Davolio said that college 
students have already provided 
valusblr input. 

“We were fortunate early in 
the process to have had students 
from Western Washington Uni-
versity working on this,” Davolio 
said. “Their comments will be 

reflected (in the comp plan), es-
pecially those related to climate 
change and sea level rise.” 

Commissioner John Leaver 
suggested and received support 
for including in the revised 
comp plan the number of electric 
vehicle charging stations and 
solarized structures in town. 

Commissioners again dis-
cussed the format to select a 
non-voting La Conner High 
School student representative 
to serve on the planning board. 
Commissioners will share with 
Principal Christine Tripp a 
mission statement for the student 
reps prior to her appearance 
before the panel. 

Eills recommended that the 
one-year student service term in-
clude summer months. The com-
missioners agreed that adding 
a student rep will be a positive 
experience for everyone. 

“I’m sure,” said Eills, “that 
we’ll have someone who’s very 
good.”

Asbe and George described 
the proposed CEMP as a living 
document. 

“It will be subject to review,” 
George said, “as soon as it’s 
adopted.” 

He addressed the benefits of 
neighborhood mapping, whereby 
neighborhoods are organized 
so residents know who lives in 
each home and what their needs 

would be in the event of a natural 
disaster or other emergency. 

Asbe noted that in Petersburg, 
Alaska, a community of about 
3,000 people, a local radio 
station airs regular emergency 
preparedness tips to build public 
awareness. That led Thomas to 
suggest that La Conner – without 
its own radio station – could hold 
monthly public preparedness 
seminars. 

“We could go over different 
topics,” Thomas said, “and em-
ploy other resources. There are 

a lot of resources that would be 
able to help.” 

Asbe said the seminars could 
enlist law enforcement officers 
and firefighters as speakers, 
among others. 

“These would be people with 
specific skills sets,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Town is 
seeking those with specific skills 
or civic commitment who would 
be willing to serve as emergency 
management commissioners. 

“We need two people desper-
ately,” George said at the last 
town council meeting.

Town Council
. . . (from page 3)

Disaster plans
. . . (from page 3)

Skagit County commissioner and LD 10 candidate funds raised and donors,  Oct. 22, 2024

Candidate
Campaign * 

Funds Raised
Total ** 
Donors

 Avg. Donor 
Total *** 

Ind. Funds 
For ****

 
Ind. For 

x
Ind. Funds 

Anti xx
Donors o 
Ind. Anti

District 1 Commissioner, Skagit County
Rylee Fleuery, Independent 27,247.37      57 $478.02 0
Ron Wesen, Republican 34,855.42      67 $520.23 0
District 2 Commissioner, Skagit County
Richard Brocksmith, Democrat $32,911 119        $276.56 $179 2
Peter Browning, Independent $51,625 99           $521.47 $12,900 2
Legislative District 10 State Senator
Janet St Clair, Democrat $674,754 1,106    $610.09 $161,493 8              $267,296 8                 
Ron Muzzall, Republican $1,423,364 1,170    $1,216.55 $534,291 20           $413,598 9                 
Legislative District 10 State Representative Pos. 1
Carrie R. Kennedy, Republican $15,950 48           $332.29 $0 0 $110,978 5                 
Clyde Shavers, Democrat $320,257 493        $649.61 $16,300 4              $56,400 8                 
Legislative District 10 State Representative Pos. 2
Dave Paul, Democrat $361,128 466        $774.95 $134,333 6              
Gary Wray, Republican $16,316 20           $815.80 $0 0
* Includes  funds raised and spent independently of candidate campaign. Does not include candidate loans.
** Included donors to campaign and donors contributing to campaigns independent of candidate.
*** All campaign funds raised divided by all donors.
**** Independent campaigns promoting candidate.
x Number of donors to independent campaigns for candidate.
xx Independent campaigns against candidate.
o Number of donors to independent campaigns against candidate.
Contribution and expenditure totals: Washinton Public Disclosure Commission.

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP



OCTOBER 23, 2024 • PAGE 7LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful, community focused 
subscription newspaper. Buy 
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 9

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

YOU CAN HELP
La Conner Kiwanis and the La 
Conner High School stu-
dent body are sponsoring a 
Halloween blood drive from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, 
in the Landy James Gym. Your 
donation will preserve a life. Visit 
bloodworksnw.org, then go to its 
donor portal and search for La 
Conner. Please call if you have 
clinical questions, Dorothy, RN 
360-431-9234, or about required 
registration, Lori, 360-630-0809.

HEADS UP
Skagit Habitat for Humanity 
will break ground on three 
new affordable homes in La 
Conner. Come to the corner of 
S. Third and Caledonia streets 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, to 
celebrate this exciting milestone 
for three local families. This event 
is open to the public.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 

Mount Vernon Public Library. 

315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For shy ones.
•	 Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime, 10-11:30  

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime and Songs, 

1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 
school-aged teens.

•	 Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. second Saturdays except 
Jan., June, July, Dec.

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Current exhibits through 
Jan. 12, 2025:
•	 “Peter Millett: Built Forms” 

is the first major institutional 
survey of the Seattle artist’s 
work, which spans decades of 
artistic practice and intentional 
engagement with forms in 
space.

•	 At the Seam: The Museum 
of Northwest Art’s Permanent 
Collection is an ongoing en-
gagement with the collection 
as the place of contact of the 
many artistic identities of the 
region. 

•	 Outside In Gallery, Creative 
Response to Trauma: A 
Community Response. Brigid 
Collins Family Support Center 
and Skagit Domestic Violence 
& Sexual Assault Services 
have partnered to share art 
and writing created by survi-
vors of traumas.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & 
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S. 
Second St., La Conner. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
•	 Samplers from Seattle: Con-

temporary Needlework by Elly 
Smith, through Dec. 1.

•	 2024 International Quilt & 
Fiber Art Festival Winners, 
through Dec. 22.

•	 The Goddess Series: Art 
Quilts by Judith Vierow, 
through Nov. 17.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current 
exhibit through March 2, 2025:
•	 “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-

deo Bullfighter’ and the History 
of Rodeo in Skagit County.” 

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer 
and donation opportunities at 
skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism. Meets at 
8:15 a.m. Mondays, 503 Morris 
St., La Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 
360-228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
Restaurant.

Little Mountain Gamblers 
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior 
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All 
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery, 
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. 
SMGC promotes interest in 
recreational gardening.

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
before the next Weekly 
News hits the street. Go 
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and 
submit your event!

For those who must adjust their diet to include 
sipping broths, this may be for you. I use a base 
chicken broth purchased in bulk from Costco, a 
fresh ginger paste that you find in a tube in the 
fresh vegetable aisles at Walmart or Safeway, 
and a fresh lemon. 

Ingredients
•	 Chicken broth, 1 cup
•	 Fresh ginger paste, 1 teaspoon
•	 Lemon juice, fresh squeezed, 1 tablespoon

Preparation 
Heat broth in a small saucepan over medium 

heat. Add ginger paste. Stir until dissolved. Heat 
until it simmers, but do not boil. Add lemon juice 
and serve. 

Sipping Broth
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INVITATION FOR BID
TOWN OF LA CONNER 

2024 FIRE BOAT
Sealed bid proposals will 

be received by the Town of 
La Conner for a custom fire 
boat. Proposals are to be 
delivered to the La Conner 
Town Hall, 204 Douglas 
Street, La Conner, Wash-
ington, 98257 and must be 
received by 3:00 p.m. on 
October 30, 2024, at which 
time proposals will be 
opened and publicly read.
The vessel shall be a 28-

foot landing craft with 
enclosed cab, trailer, and 
the ability to be powered 
by twin 300 HP outboard 
motors. The installation of 
a 1,000-gpm pump shall 
be an alternate addition. 
Minimum specifications 
for the vessel can be found 
at: www.townoflaconner.
org/149/Bids
The Contact Person for 

this Project is:
Ivan Carlson
(360) 840-4330
council_2@townoflacon-

ner.org
The Town of La Conner 

is an equal opportunity 
employer and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, sex, 
disability, familial status 
or national origin. Small 
businesses and businesses 
owned by women and mi-
norities are encouraged to 
bid.
The Town of La Conner 

reserves the right to accept 
a proposal of the bidder 
submitting the lowest re-
sponsible bid, to reject any 
or all bids, revise or cancel 
the work to be performed, 
or do the work otherwise, 
if the best interest of the 
Town is served thereby. 
The Town also reserves the 
right to postpone the bid 
award for a period of sixty 
(60) calendar days after bid 
opening.
Aaron Reinstra, Fire 

Chief, Town of La Conner
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, 16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR 

WHATCOM COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE 

OF:
CECILIA M. HAWLEY,

DECEASED.
CAUSE NO. 24-4-00513-

37
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

RCW 11.40.030
The Administrator named 

below has been appointed 
and has qualified as Ad-
ministrator of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing 
to the administrator or the 
administrator’s attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probated proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim 
must be presented with-
in the later of:  (1) thirty 
days after the administrator 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 AND 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets. 
Date of First Publication: 

October 9th, 2024	
Name of Administrator: 

ANDREA D. MAILLET
Attorneys for 

Administrator:
David M. Neubeck, 

WSBA #31321
Sara LC Hulford, WSBA 

#52098
Todd L. Sliva, WSBA 

#54298
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Elder Law Offices of 

Meyers, Neubeck & Hul-
ford, P.S., 2828 Northwest 
Avenue, Bellingham WA 
98225-2335
Telephone: (360) 

647-8846
Facsimile: (360) 647-8854
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF KING
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
ROY C. ELLIS, 

DECEASED.
NO. 24-4-06532-3 SEA

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ARNET E. ELLIS, the 
Personal Representative 
(PR), has been appointed as 
PR of this estate.  Any per-
son having a claim against 
the Decedent that arose be-
fore the Decedent’s death 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on 
or mailing to the PR or the 
PR’s attorney(s) at the ad-
dress stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must 
be presented within the 
later of: (1) 30 days after 
the PR served or mailed 
the Notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the Notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 or RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the Decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication of 

Notice to Creditors:  Octo-
ber 9, 2024
Name of Personal Repre-

sentative:  Arnet E. Ellis
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative:
Douglas L. Phillips, 

WSBA No. 17278 
Aaron D. Phillips, WSBA 

No. 46691
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Douglas L. Phillips, Esq. 
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
170 120th Ave NE, Suite 

E204
Bellevue, Washington 

98005
Court of probate proceed-

ings and cause number:  
King County Superior 

Court Cause No.  24-4-
06532-3 SEA
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00521-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
DANIEL A. MAHAR, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 

the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 9, 2024
Theresa B. Mahar
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00522-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
JANE W. FRASER, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 9, 2024
Pamela G. Galloway
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00525-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
DENNIS J. GREINER, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 

probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 9, 2024
Ian J. Greiner
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF 
WHATCOM

IN RE THE ESTATE OF 
NANCY SCAGLIOTTI, 

DECEASED.
NO. 24 4 00879 37
NONPROBATE 

NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS 
RCW 11.42.030
JUDGE: LEE 
GROCHMAL

The notice agent named 
below has elected to give 
notice to creditors of the 
above-named decedent. As 
of the date of the filing of a 
copy of this notice with the 
court, the notice agent has 
no knowledge of any oth-
er person acting as notice 
agent or of the appointment 
of a personal representative 
of the decedent’s estate in 
the state of Washington. 
According to the records 
of the court as are available 
on the date of the filing of 
this notice with the court, 
a cause number regarding 
the decedent has not been 
issued to any other notice 
agent, and a personal rep-
resentative of the dece-
dent’s estate has not been 
appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the notice agent or the no-
tice agent’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with 
the court in which the no-
tice agent’s declaration and 
oath were filed. The claim 
must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty 
days after the notice agent 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) Four months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice. If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.42.050 and 
11.42.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

October 9, 2024
The notice agent declares 

under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the state 
of Washington on October 
2, 2024, at Bellingham, 
Washington, that the fore-
going is true and correct.
/s/ Mark Vorobik
Notice Agent:
Mark Vorobik
6496 Bay View-Edison 

Road
Bow, WA 98232
Attorney for notice agent:
Katti Esp

301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Katti Esp
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Court of notice agent’s 

Declaration and Oath: Su-
perior Court of Whatcom 
County
Cause Number: 24 4 

00879 37
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 9, 
16, and 23, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON, 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
WILLIAM J. RINDAL, 

AS HIS SEPARATE 
ESTATE, PLAINTIFF,

VS.
WES WHITEAKER & 
RONA WHITEAKER, 

DEFENDANTS.
CAUSE NO.: 24-2-00307-

29
SHERIFF’S PUBLIC 

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
REAL PROPERTY

TO:  WES 
WHITEAKER & 

RONA WHITEAKER, 
JUDGMENT DEBTORS
The Superior Court of 

Skagit County has directed 
the undersigned Sheriff of 
Skagit County to sell the 
property described below 
to satisfy a judgment in the 
above-entitled action.  The 
property to be sold is de-
scribed as: 
Assessor’s Parcel/Tax 

ID Number: P15377 / 
330304-2-001-0001
(3.7100 ac) INSIDE 

DR15 THAT PORTION 
OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF 
THE NORTHWEST 1/4 
OF SECTION 4, TOWN-
SHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST, W.M., DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
1/4 OF SAID SECTION 
4; THENCE NORTH 01 
02’22” WEST, ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF 
SAID SECTION 4, A DIS-
TANCE OF 429.43 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 89 
35’52” EAST, PARALLEL 
WITH THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID NORTHWEST. 
1/4 OF SECTION 4, A 
DISTANCE OF 345.00 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
00 39’41” EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 264.43 FEET 
TO A POINT 165.00 FEET 
NORTH OF THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 THENCE 
NORTH 89 35’52” EAST, 
PARALLEL TO AND 
165.00 FEET NORTH OF 
THE SOUTH LINE OF 
SAID NORTHWEST 1/4 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 

824.00 FEET TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE 
NORTH 00 39’41” EAST, 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
EAST LINE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF 
THE NORTHWEST 1/4, 
A DISTANCE OF 264.43 
FEET; THENCE NORTH 
89 35’52” EAST PARAL-
LEL WITH THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SECTION 
4 FOR A DISTANCE OF 
611.64 FEET MORE OR 
LESS TO THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF 
THAT PARCEL CON-
VEYED TO DONALD 
MATHER AND LYNDA 
L. MATHER, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE BY DEED 
RECORDED ON NO-
VEMBER 1, 2002 UN-
DER AUDITOR’S FILE 
NUMBER 200211010017 
RECORDS OF SKAGIT 
COUNTY; THENCE 
SOUTH ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF SAID 
MATHER PARCEL FORA 
DISTANCE OF 264.43 
FEET MORE OR LESS TO 
A TO A POINT 165 FEET 
NORTH OF THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4; THENCE 
SOUTH 89 35’52” WEST, 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
NORTHWEST 1/4, A DIS-
TANCE OF 611.64 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; EXCEPT COUN-
TY ROAD IF ANY, AND 
EXCEPT ANY DITCH 
RIGHTS OF WAY, SIT-
UATE IN THE COUNTY 
OF SKAGIT, STATE OF 
WASHINGTON.  Also 
commonly known as 14269 
Bountiful Lane, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98274.
The sale of the above-de-

scribed property is to take 
place:
Time: 10:30 AM
Date: Friday, November 1, 

2024
Place: Skagit County 

Courthouse, Mount Ver-
non, Washington.
The judgment debtors can 

avoid the sale by paying 
the judgment amount of 
$46,122.10, together with 
interest, costs and fees, be-
fore the sale date.  For the 
exact amount, contact the 
Sheriff at the address stated 
below.
Dated this 26th day of Au-

gust 2024.
Don McDermott, Sheriff
By: Melinda Larsen, Civil 

Assistant
Skagit County Sheriff’s 

Office
600 South Third Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1913
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 2, 
9, 16, and 23, 2024.

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

Place an 
At Your Service Ad

Plus appear in our
Online Business Directory

$225 FOR 12 WEEKS

LEGAL NOTICES

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY
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LEGAL NOTICES
CASE NO.  24-4-00502 

29
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE SUPERIOR 

COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
ESTATE OF:

WILHELMINA 
CROGSTAD KAMB

DECEASED
The Personal Represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed Personal 
Representative of this Es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
that arose before the dece-
dent’s death must, before 
the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in 
the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court.  
The claim must be present-
ed within the later of:  a) 
Thirty (30) days after the 
Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or b) four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not present-
ed within this time frame, 
the claim will be forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.51 
and 11.40.060.  This bar 
is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

CATION:  10/16/2024
PERSONAL REPRE-

SENTATIVE:  Michael C. 
Kamb
ATTORNEY FOR 

THE PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE:  
John G. Kamb, Jr
702 Main St
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
(360) 336-6145
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and 30, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

MICHAEL JAY 
POWERS
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00401-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE 

NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed me, Savannah 
Powers, as Personal Repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s 
estate.  Any person having a 
claim against the Decedent 
that arose before the Dece-
dent’s death must present 
the claim: (a) Before the 
time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and 
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i) 
By filing the original of the 
claim with the foregoing 
Court, and (ii) By serving 
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or 
their attorney at the address 
below a copy of the claim.  
The claim must be present-
ed by the later of: (a) Thirty 
(30) days after I served or 
mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time period, the 
claim will be forever barred 
except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for 
claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 16, 2024.
/s/ Savannah Powers
Personal Representative
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative: 
John G. Kamb Jr.
702 Main Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360)336-6145
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and 30, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00549-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
DENISE L. 

HOVERSON, 
DECEASED

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 23, 2024
Mary A. Bourke
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 23, 
30, and Nov. 6, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00540-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
REBECCA G. PHIFER, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

October 23, 2024
Therese M. Harrington
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
ANDREW C. SCHUH, 

WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and Nov. 6, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR PIERCE 

COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF:
STEVEN ALAN 

OMDAL,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-02354-5 
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS RCW 
11.40.030

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed and has qualified 
as Personal Representative 
of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, prior to the 
time the claim would be 
barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of lim-
itations, present the claim 
in the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Per-
sonal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address 
stated below, a copy of the 
claim and filing the orig-
inal of the claim with the 
court. The claim must be 
presented within the later 
of: (1) Thirty days after the 
Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this 

time frame, the claim is 
forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in Sec-
tion 11 of this act and RCW 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUB-

LICATION: October 16, 
2024.
P E R S O N A L 

REPRESENTATIVE:
/s/: ____________
Joseph R. Bailey
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative
/s/: ____________
Brianne M. Kampbell, 

WSBA #34483
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Kampbell Legal Planning, 

PLLC 2501 North Alder 
Street Tacoma, WA 98406
Court of Probate Proceed-

ing and Cause Number: See 
caption above.
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Oct. 16, 
23, and 30, 2024.

Rain report
. . . (from page 1)

Historic Preservation District, 
thus limiting the amount and type 
of signage that can be placed on 
the former fuel station building. 

“Signage is regulated,” she 

explained, “but the Town doesn’t 
have any problem with decorat-
ing. They’re all for it. We looked 
at the Town codes and went with 
it.” 

It proved to be a boo-tiful 
approach. 

“Have you ever seen 
Halloween done like Christmas?” 

Howell asked. “We made it like a 
Halloween store.” 

The Howells and Slider Café 
staff aren’t stopping there. Once 
the calendar turns to November, 
they’ll swap the Halloween vibe 
for a holiday season motif. In fact, 
they’ve already put out Thanks-
giving-friendly tablecloths. 

The next round of Slider Cafe 
decorations is in the “to be an-
nounced” category, said Howell. 

“We have lots of ideas floating 
around,” she insisted. 

But for now, guys and ghouls 
alike are invited to enjoy a truly 
fang-tastic atmosphere at the La 
Conner restaurant. 

Emergency
. . . (from page 1)

on everything.”
Taking part in the 2024 fair 

were representatives of the 
American Red Cross, West Skagit 
Community Emergency Response 
Team, Fire District 13, Skagit 
County Search & Rescue, Skagit 
Public Utility District, Swinomish 
Police, Skagit Humane Soci-
ety, Swinomish Environmental 
Protection, Bonneville Power 
Administration, Swinomish Util-
ity Authority and the Washington 
State Emergency Management 
Division, among others.

Hollie Stark, the state emer-

gency management division’s 
outreach program manager, 
shared handouts outlining tips 
for dealing with earthquakes, 
tsunamis and other disaster 
situations. She gave out decks 
of disaster preparedness playing 
cards bearing images of Bigfoot 
that were a hit.

Next to Stark’s table sat David 
Tracy and Brandon Williams of 
the Swinomish Utility Authority. 
They showed fair attendees how 
to turn off natural gas meters 
during an emergency and gave 
out wrenches for the purpose.

Throughout the fair was infor-
mation on all manner of emergen-
cy and disaster topics, including 
effective flood response measures 

and a complete disaster prepared-
ness guide.

Fair attendance was multi-gen-
erational. Children, parents and 
grandparents took turns using fire 
extinguishers at Taylor’s demon-
stration site. Shortly after teens 
Gavin Day and Dashawn Siddle 
finished their turns, Swinomish 
Tribal Senate chair Steve Ed-
wards stepped forward to extin-
guish flames lit and controlled by 
District 13 firefighters.

The Swinomish fair coincided 
with statewide Great ShakeOut 
activities on Thursday. Local 
tsunami sirens were sounded 
at 10:17 a.m. and Fire District 
13 personnel conducted a drill 
involving immediate mobilization 

of vehicles and equipment from 
the Snee-Oosh Road station.

The Great ShakeOut is a global 
earthquake drill and preparedness 
event. It originated on the U.S. 
West Coast in response to the Oct. 
17, 1989, magnitude 6.9 Loma 
Prieta earthquake in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area that resulted in 63 
deaths, thousands injured and dis-
placed, and widespread damage to 
buildings and infrastructure.

Dovetailing this year’s Swin-
omish Emergency Preparedness 
Fair is ongoing work led by Tay-
lor, who is the District 13 emer-
gency management coordinator, 
to develop a disaster evacuation 
plan for Swinomish Village and 
Shelter Bay.

Slider Cafe
. . . (from page 1)

Boys’ soccer
. . . (from page 4)

Addison Keller
. . . (from page 4)

Growler crew
. . . (from page 1)

Rainier.
Soldiers from 1st Special 

Forces Group (Airborne) based 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Washington National Guard troops 
and local law enforcement and 

partner agencies assisted in the 
search.

Sunday the effort shifted from 
search and rescue efforts to recov-
ery operations, Personnel continue 
to search the expansive area, 
recovering debris and planning for 
the long-term salvage and recov-
ery effort..

“It is with a heavy heart that 

we share the loss of two beloved 
Zappers,” said Cmdr. Timothy 
Warburton, commanding officer 
of Electronic Attack Squadron 
(VAQ) 130. “Our priority right 
now is taking care of the families 
of our fallen aviators, and ensuring 
the well-being of our Sailors and 
the Growler community. We are 
grateful for the ongoing teamwork 

to safely recover the deceased.”
“The EA-18G Growler air-

craft we fly represents the most 
advanced technology in airborne 
Electronic Attack and stands as 
the Navy’s first line of defense in 
hostile environments,” the Navy 
states on a Facebook page.

The cause of the crash is under 
investigation.

23 and 73.4 the next day, the last 
time above 70 degrees. Sept. 28-
29 saw highs of 59 degrees. 

Sept. 30 set a record low 
temperature, 37.4, for the date, 
the month’s lowest temperature. 
The average day’s temperature of 
49.6 degrees made it the month’s 
coldest day.

Midmonth lows were below 50 
degrees for eight days, Sept 15-
22 and dipped below 46 the last 
five days, Sept. 26-30.

The daily average low was 
48.6 degrees but that is only 
0.2 degrees below the century’s 
average monthly low.

Average daily temperatures 
were right at the century aver-
ages, with the 68 degree high 
one-tenth degree below the 
average and the daily average of 
58.2 one-tenth degree above the 
average of the last 25 years.

Measurements and data are at 
Washington State University’s 
Mount Vernon weather station on 
Memorial Highway.

La Conner enjoyed the wind 
advantage after intermission, 
though by then both clubs had 
to deal with a driving rain that 
pushed unrelentingly across the 
field.

The Braves got on the score-
board nine minutes after the 
break when Fix drilled a penalty 
kick that Friday Harbor’s keeper 

couldn’t handle.
The hosts, after defender 

Jarrett+++++ Hatch foiled a 
Wolverine shot on goal with a 
perfectly timed slide, appeared to 
go ahead 2-1 at the 12:15 mark 
when Alex Dowery found the net 
from close range after the Friday 
Harbor keeper deflected a driving 
liner from Fix.

Officials, much to the dismay 
of Braves fans, waved off the 
goal with an iffy offside call.

The score was tied 1-1 

through the second frame and 
two five-minute overtime ses-
sions. That forced the decisive 
shootout.

Braves head coach Galen 
McKnight was pleased after-
ward with his team’s effort but 
lamented having to suffer another 
painfully close setback.

“I’d rather be on the other side 
of a score like this,” McKnight 
said. The Braves fell to 2-7-1, 
five of those losses being by two 
goals or less.

The Braves were scheduled 
at Lopez Island (5-1) Tuesday 
and visit Orcas Island (10-1) at 3 
p.m. Oct. 29.

The La Conner girls’ soccer 
team squared its season ledger at 
4-4-2 with a 1-0 shutout win at 
Providence Classical Christian of 
Bothell on Oct. 16. Lydia Gross-
glass scored the lone goal for 
the victors, who sailed to Friday 
Harbor on Tuesday. The Braves 
travel to Lopez Oct. 30 for a 4 
p.m. clash.

setback to Neah Bay Oct. 12.
“Keller’s consistency in the 

back row helps keep her team in 
matches and sets a solid founda-
tion for the offense,” the WIAA 
stated on its website, adding that 
her performance in Week 6 of the 
fall sports season was stellar.  

The Braves, with Keller 
notching 22 digs and five aces, 
defeated 1A Sultan on Oct. 15. 
La Conner fell to 10-7 on the 
campaign with a 3-0 defeat at 
Coupeville on Thursday despite 
17 digs from Keller.

Each week, the WIAA and 
Gesa Credit Union honor WIAA 
students for athletic performance 
and community contributions. 
Keller was one of 12 selected for 
Week 6 WIAA honors.



By Bill Reynolds

Karl Olson gave up hunting 
and sports a quarter-century ago 
in favor of distance walking. 

The former La Conner resident 
has for an even longer time been 
tracking steps taken to protect the 
rights and improve the quality of 
life for members of the develop-
mentally disabled community. 

All too often, said Olson, a 
member of La Conner High 
School’s class of 1988, prog-
ress has been measured in baby 
steps. 

Olson believes that despite 
passage of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and related state 
and federal legislation, more can 
and should be done on behalf of 
those with special needs. 

Olson is an advocate for 

increased funding for public 
education in general and special 
education specifically, as well as 
free and appropriate education 
for special needs students beyond 
high school graduation. 

“Disability doesn’t stop at 
graduation,” Olson explains, “so, 
therefore, the ADA of 1990 must 
be corrected to assist our stu-
dents if they desire to continue 
with their academic dreams. 

“I believe a goal is a dream,” 
he adds, “and that all persons 
should have the right to pursue 
that dream – disability or not.” 

Olson, who lived in La Conner 
until the late 1980s, told the 
Weekly News that special needs 
students deserve well-funded and 
committed support staff at the 
college and university levels. 

“There are no programs other 

than basic ADA accommodations 
in colleges,” he said. “Many stu-
dents need that one-to-one per-
sonal paraprofessional in college 
as they had in high school.” 

Olson knows of what he 
speaks. 

During the 2011-12 school 
year, he was a paraeducator at 
Argosy University in southern 
California assigned to assist a 
student who qualified for assis-
tance under the ADA. That stu-
dent enjoyed academic success 
despite her challenges. 

Olson, a certified special edu-
cation paraeducator, has clocked 
a plethora of continuing educa-
tion hours addressing disability 
issues. 

“My push now,” he said, “is 
for FACE – Free Appropriate 
College Education – for special 
needs students. We have FAPE 
(Free Appropriate Public Educa-
tion) now, but we work so hard 
to get K-12 special education 
students though, but then, what’s 
next? 

“We need FACE set up at col-
leges and universities to keep the 
momentum up,” Olson said. “It’s 
not fair to end support at high 
school graduation. We should 
have a FAPE to FACE handoff 
to a college or university so the 
students can continue.” 

Olson has reached out to 
lawmakers, including U.S. 
Senators Patty Murray and Maria 
Cantwell, for support on the 
FACE initiative. He hopes to 
hear from them soon. 

“Special needs families,” he 
explained, “are in hard times 
now more than ever.” 

Olson said it takes a team ef-
fort to meet the needs of students 
enrolled in special programs. He 
saw such teamwork in action 
while growing up in La Conner. 
He said his late mother, Nancy 
Olson, worked in teacher Gary 
Rothenbuhler’s basic skills class 
alongside Diane Vendiola and 
Beverly Peters. 

“Every special needs stu-
dent,” he stressed to the Weekly 
News, “deserves a Nancy Olson 
waiting for them at college or a 
university.”
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POLICE BLOTTER

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Like the art in our ads?  Stop by Skagit 
Cellars (next door to Raven’s Cup) any 
time during October for a glass of wine 
and an art show, featuring art by Greg 

Whiting of Raven’s Cup!
106 S. 1st St

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

We have Scone 
Lady scones!

Enjoy one with a 
coffee or cocoa!

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

Past LC resident advocates for special needs

visit our website at www.skagitcounty.net

October 31, 2024
SECOND HALF PROPERTY TAXES

Jackie Brunson
Skagit County Treasurer

700 S. Second St. Room 205
PO Box 518

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

2024
GENERAL ELECTION

October 7 – 11 State Voters’ Pamphlet mailed

October 16 Skagit County ballots mailed 
Return your voted ballot ASAP!

October 23 Notify Skagit County Elections if you have not 
received your ballot by this date

October 28 Last day for elections to receive online or 
mail-in voter registrations 
www.voteWA.gov

November 5 8:00pm deadline for in-person registration, 
voter updates and to receive a ballot

November 5 - Election Day
Skagit County Election Office

NEW LOCATION: 700 S. Second St., Room 139
(ground floor across breezeway from elevator lobby)

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1702 or

scelections@co.skagit.wa.us
AUDITOR

Sunday, Oct. 13
12:16 p.m.: Prowling cars at least – 
Caller had a window broken out of her 
vehicle and several items taken from in-
side. Deputies had been out the previous 
evening with a suspect for other thefts 
in the area and believe this may also be 
related. Bay View-Edison Rd., Bay View.

1:53 p.m.: Husband: call home – Caller 
reported that her husband had taken 
a boat out to the island for hunting 
and had not returned. When a deputy 
arrived, they learned that the subject had 
returned and everything was OK. Goat 
Island

Monday, Oct. 14
8:43 a.m.: Deer down, dead – Report of 
a dead deer on the side of road. Public 
Works was advised for removal. Farm to 
Market / Bay View roads.

Thursday, Oct. 17
11:07 A.m.: Prowler or trickster – 
Caller reported a prowler in his yard. A 
deputy responded but did not locate the 

subject and did not find anything missing 
or damaged. South 4th St., La Conner.

Friday, Oct. 18
3:56 p.m.: All okay on bay – Caller 
had a boat on moorage in the bay that 
took on water and capsized. There was 
nobody on the boat and the caller would 
be working on removal. Just noted in 
case anyone called in a rescue. Similk 
Bay, Anacortes.

4:57 p.m.: Citizen assist – Caller 
reported a tree down and blocking the 
road. A deputy arrived along with a citi-
zen who had a chainsaw and was willing 
to cut it up. The deputy and citizen were 
able to remove it and open the road. 
Dodge Valley / Valley roads.

Sunday, Oct. 20
7:08 a.m.: Hunters afoot, afloat – 
Caller reported multiple gunshots in the 
area. The deputy was aware of the open-
ing for duck season and relayed this 
information to the caller Bay View Edison 
Rd., Bay View.

THE BLIZZARDS ARE BACK – It is October in the western Skagit Valley and that means that tens of thou-
sands of snow geese have migrated down from Wrangel Island in Russia for the winter. These immigrants 
will be flocking to farm fields, areas set aside as refuges and other lands they spot.

– Photo by Maralyne Powell

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 
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