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It’s Santa! It’s Santa!

(continued on page 6)

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner’s favorite tourist is an 
early riser who also enjoys the local 
nightlife.

Santa Claus, the renowned North 
Pole toymaker who makes visits to La 
Conner a winter priority, was in town 
early on Saturday to greet local children 
and partake in the local Rotary Club’s 
annual pancake breakfast fundraiser.

Following a ride on La Conner’s 
vintage white 1941 fire truck, Santa ap-
peared after nightfall at Gilkey Square 
for the much-anticipated Chamber of 
Commerce Christmas tree lighting.

Whether he needed a nap in between, 
Santa isn’t saying. But he showed 
youthful spryness bounding from the 
popular World War II era fire engine to 
take his place in front of the lighted and 
decorated tree.

Mayor Marna Hanneman, who with 
Chamber Director Mark Hulst officially 
welcomed Santa to Gilkey Square, was 
able to coax those gathered to make 
way for the jolly old elf to approach the 
tree.

“Santa is on his way,” Hanneman 
announced, which further heightened 
excitement among a large, festive 

crowd that braved a cold, biting wind 
off Swinomish Channel.

Likewise undaunted by the weather, 
Santa took a seat to receive Christmas 
wish lists from local kids. Not far from 
where he sat was Les Palaniuk, father 
of town public works employee Kevin 
Palaniuk. Hanneman noted that the 
senior Palaniuk has for several years 
donated the town’s Christmas tree.

“He’s a very special man,” Hanneman 
said.

Ditto Santa, whose day began just 
after daybreak at Maple Hall, where in 
addition to the Rotary breakfast was 
the La Conner Kiwanis Holiday Craft 
Show.

“I had to get up early,” Santa told 
the Weekly News, “because I wanted 
breakfast, see as many children as 
possible, and check out arts and crafts 
ideas for our factory at the North Pole.”

As his reindeer team grazed at an 
undisclosed location, Santa met with 
kiddos, enjoyed pancakes, scrambled 
eggs and coffee, and scouted the vari-
ous crafts and holiday wares.

His early morning appearance was 
much appreciated.

“I came here to see Santa,” said 
7-year-old Trey Carlson, speaking for 
countless others – including a cute and 
cuddly white pooch.

“Ella’s here,” the dog’s master pro-
claimed, “to see Santa.”

Santa’s presence inspired donations 
to Rotary’s literacy enhancement and 
children’s programs, which were high-
lighted on trifold panels near the dining 

Santa Claus came to town (twice) Saturday

By Bill Reynolds

Once there were two newspapers in 
La Conner. 

Soon there will be none. 
The pending closure of the La 

Conner Weekly News and retirement 
of its owner, Publisher and Editor Ken 
Stern, is the latest headline – though 
hardly a joyous one – from a robust 
local journalism tradition dating to the 
1870s. 

The story begins, oddly enough, in 
Bellingham with James Power, who 
established himself as a politician 
and newspaperman of note before 
Washington became a state. 

Power published the Bellingham Bay 
Mail, which depending upon the source 
referenced, was moved to La Conner 
in either 1873 or 1879 and renamed the 
Puget Sound Mail. A judge and territo-
rial senator, Power is widely believed 
to have circulated the petition that 
ultimately led to formation of Skagit 

County, carved from the southern sec-
tion of Whatcom County. 

The PSM, as it was fondly known to 
generations of La Conner readers, was 
run by a succession of owners com-
mitted to reporting news of the town 
and its surrounding area. The names 
of those publishers, editors and office 
managers read like a Who’s Who of La 
Conner history. 

They included Henry McBride, R.O. 
Welts, Leroy Carter, George Knapp 
(son of the Governor of Alaska), W.A. 
Carlson, Richard Fallis and Bonnie 
Graham McDade. Even the witty and 
often irreverent Fred Owens took a turn 
at the PSM helm. 

But the name most synonymous with 
the PSM is that of M.P. “Pat” O’Leary, 
who ran the paper during its golden age 
of 1939-1973. 

“He wrote with no fear when it 
came to writing about what was going 
on,” fellow journalism legend Wallie 
Funk said at O’Leary’s 1994 memorial 

service. 
O’Leary, for instance, broke the 

news in the late 1960s of plans to 
site a nuclear power plant on Kiket 
Island, now home to the popular 
Kukutali Preserve co-managed by the 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
and state of Washington. The project 
was ultimately nixed. 

A true renaissance man, O’Leary was 
editor, publisher and chief writer during 
his 34-year PSM tenure. He also ran the 
paper’s Linotype machine. Linotypes 
stamp letters from hot lead. Operating 
the system required much skill and 
training. 

O’Leary, whose descendants include 
La Conner Schools Superintendent 
David Cram, was a devoted Rotarian 
and tireless advocate on behalf of the 
town and its environs. He was often 
kiddingly referred to as a “capitalist” 
for insisting that La Conner be spelled 

Part one —

La Conner’s long, rich and colorful journalism tradition

(continued on page 6)

NEWSPAPER HAS ANTIQUE STATUS – This one is a 
two-fer. First, as an edition of the no-longer-publishing  
Puget Sound Mail. Second, Nasty Jack is plugging his 
antique store. The Dec. 1, 1977, issue was the 105th 
year of continuous publishing of a newspaper in La 
Conner.� – Photo by Ken Stern

By Ken Stern

The Town of La Conner’s $58,133 in November 
sales tax receipts raised the year’s total above 
$600,000, 98.5% of the 2024 budget. As in the past 
three years, the town will again exceed its sales tax 
revenue goal after December is reported.

Hotel/Motel tax revenues have alreaday beaten 
the budget by a larger amount in 2024, at $187,102, 
33.3% above the $140,400 projection. November’s 
totals were $20,919, almost 10% above 2023 and 
the second highest November total ever, same as the 
month’s sales tax revenues.

The same for the special use fire truck tax totals, at 
$5,798, $1,282 and 28% above last year.

The $124,237 paid in property taxes is the largest 
single 2024 collection and brings the fund total to 
95.7% of the year’s estimate. 

The $24,342 collected in REET (Real Estate 
Excise Tax) revenue brings that fund to 167% of 
projections.

Town revenue 
golden for ’24

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner Schools officials joined colleagues 
throughout Skagit County Dec. 5 in assigning home-
work to state lawmakers for the 2025 legislative 
session. 

The county’s school administrators and board 
members asked legislators during an hour-long 
webinar on Thursday to explore strategies for 
increased funding support of crucial academic 
services. Anacortes School District Superintendent 
Justin Irish moderated.

La Conner Superintendent David Cram spoke di-
rectly to the lawmakers, citing fiscal stress caused by 
soaring costs related to special education, transpor-
tation and basic campus maintenance and operation 
needs. 

Cram, whose career has been in school fi-
nance, noted that K-12 full-time enrollment here 
has dropped from 600-700 students prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic to just 465 pupils this year, 
making necessary deep budget cuts. 

Student enrollment is the main driver of state 
funding allocations to public school systems. 

“We rely on a levy of around $1 million a year 
to cover a bunch of non-funded mandates,” Cram 
reported 

Longtime Mount Vernon school board member 
Larry Otos spoke at length at the outset, insisting 
that it was “imperative to get with legislators before 
the start of the session.” 

La Conner joins 
district talks on 
school funding

LIGHTS ON! – It was the first Saturday in December and so a crowd gathered in Gilkey Square, Santa came and at 1-2-3 and 
a wave of his arms the town’s Christmas tree was lit. Magic, maybe.� – Photo by Ken Stern

(continued on page 6)(continued on page 6)

HOT OFF THE GRIDDLE — While 
La Conner Rotary President Audrey 
Gravely (right) drops more pancakes on 
the stove, her husband Bill McGuiness 
(left) prepares to cook another batch of 
scrambled eggs for the Rotary Club’s 
annual Santa Claus pancake breakfast 
on Dec. 7. � — Photo by Kurt Batdorf
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Opinion
388 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 1 week till the paper closes

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From the editor — 

Good night and good luck

The final issue 
of the La Conner 
Weekly News is 
Dec. 18, 2024.

Here is Edward R. Murrow’s “Address to the Radio-Television 
News Directors Association & Foundation,” 1958. For our purposes, 
substitute newspapers/news media for television.

This might just do nobody any good. At the end of this discourse a 
few people may accuse this reporter of fouling his own comfortable 
nest and your organization may be accused of having given hospital-
ity to heretical and even dangerous ideas. But the elaborate structure 
of networks, advertising agencies and sponsors will not be shaken or 
altered. 

It is my desire, if not my duty, to try to talk to you journeymen with 
some candor about what is happening to radio and television. And if 
what I say is responsible, I, alone, am responsible for the saying of it.

Our history will be what we make it. And if there are any historians 
about 50 or 100 years from now – and there should be preserved the 
kinescopes of one week of all three networks – they will there find, 
recorded in black and white and in color, evidence of decadence, es-
capism and insulation from the realities of the world in which we live. 
We are currently wealthy, fat, comfortable and complacent. We have a 
built-in allergy to unpleasant or disturbing information.

Our mass media reflect this.
But unless we get up off our fat surpluses and recognize that televi-

sion in the main is being used to distract, delude, amuse and insulate 
us, then television and those who finance it, those who look at it and 
those who work at it, may see a totally different picture too late.

I began by saying that our history will be what we make it. If we 
go on as we are, then history will take its revenge and retribution will 
not limp in catching up with us. Just once in awhile let us exalt the 
importance of ideas and information. Let us dream to the extent of 
saying that on a given Sunday night, a time normally occupied by Ed 
Sullivan is given over to a clinical survey on the state of American 
education. And a week or two later, a time normally used by Steve 
Allen is devoted to a thoroughgoing study of American policy in the 
Middle East. 

Would the corporate image of their respective sponsors be dam-
aged? 

Would the shareholders rise up in their wrath and complain? 
Would anything happen, other than a few million people would 

have received a little illumination on subjects that may well determine 
the future of this country – and therefore the future of the corpora-
tions?

To those who say people wouldn’t look, they wouldn’t be interest-
ed, they’re too complacent, indifferent and insulated, I can only reply: 
There is, in one reporter’s opinion, considerable evidence against that 
contention. But even if they are right, what have they got to lose? 
Because if they are right and this instrument is good for nothing but 
to entertain, amuse and insulate, then the tube is flickering now and 
we will soon see that the whole struggle is lost.

This instrument can teach. It can illuminate and, yes, it can even 
inspire. But it can do so only to the extent that humans are determined 
to use it towards those ends.  

Otherwise, it is merely wires and lights – in a box. 
Good night and good luck. 

Reprinted from “American Rhetoric: Movie Speech,” american-
rhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechgoodnightandgoodluck-
murrow.html.

The Edward R. Murrow College of Communication at Washington 
State University is named in his honor.

By Greg Whiting

This issue of the La Con-
ner Weekly News will be Ken 
Stern’s next-to-last issue. The 
Skagit Valley Clean Energy Al-
liance, and I personally, would 
like to thank Ken for this space, 
and for his encouragement and 
enthusiasm about this column 
during the last two years.

The story of energy technolo-
gy started millions of years ago, 
when homo erectus learned how 
to sail. We know this because 
fossils have been found on 
islands in modern Indonesia that 
can’t be reached without a sail 
or motor. A million years ago, 
humans learned how to make a 
fire. About 6,000 years ago, we 
invented the wheel.

Since then, energy technology 
developments have been faster, 
but usually with long periods of 
stagnation during which people 
seem to forget that change can 
happen.

Major sources of energy have 
included solar energy, wood, 
running water, wind, coal, whale 
and plant oils and petroleum. In 
the late 1870s, the electric light 
bulb stimulated the development 
of electric power.

We started to produce elec-
tricity by using moving water 
to run generators at places like 
Niagara Falls. Subsequent gen-
erators have been powered by 
wood, coal, petroleum, natural 
gas, uranium and underground 
heat from volcanoes. Today, we 

use quantum physics to convert 
sunlight directly to electricity, 
via photovoltaic panels.

We can light streets without 
whale oil. We can cook without 
wood. We don’t have to store 
natural ice for refrigeration. 
Transportation has moved from 
sailboats, horses and sled dogs, 
through steam carts, steam-
boats and giant sailing ships, to 
internal combustion and electric 
vehicles; even airplanes. Tele-
visions and computers couldn’t 
exist without electricity.

The changes from one en-
ergy source or use technology 
to another are called “energy 
transitions.”

The energy crises of 1973 and 
1979 stimulated R&D on energy 
technologies. The phenomenal 
progress from that R&D has 
accelerated energy transitions. 
In 1972, photovoltaic panels 
cost $120 a watt. Now, they’re 
around $0.20 and falling. We’ve 
created quantum effect-based 
magnets so powerful that indi-
vidual windmills can produce 10 
megawatts of electricity. Lithi-
um batteries, invented in 1991, 
originally cost over $1 million 
per stored kilowatt-hour (kWh). 
Just 35 years later, they’re ap-

proaching $100 per kWh.
Major energy transitions take 

decades. They always cause fear 
and controversy. People proba-
bly fought against fire when it 
was new.

King Kalakaua brought elec-
tric lights to his palace in Ha-
waii in 1886. The White House 
didn’t get electric lights until 
1891 because President Harrison 
feared them. In 1909, Belgian 
gas lamplighters rioted over the 
loss of jobs to electric lights.

Fluorescent lights were invent-
ed around 1930. The next major 
change was to LEDs, 70 years 
later. That transition is ongoing. 
In 2000, the union representing 
workers who replace traffic lights 
in Florida fought the change 
from incandescent to LED 
lighting. Longer-lasting LEDs 
reduced the labor for that job.

Major changes in practical-
ly all energy source and use 
technologies are accelerating. 
Changes like this haven’t all 
happened at the same time since 
the industrial revolution started 
in the 1770s. Lithium batteries 
have revitalized electric cars, 
which stagnated in 1930. We’re 
shifting from fossil fuels to so-
lar, wind and batteries because 
we’ve had success with R&D, 
not because of a conspiracy 
against fossil fuels.

Fighting against solar power 
and utility-scale batteries is like 
fighting against electric lights, 
or automobiles. People fought 
both.

Kudos to Ken for sharing Alliance’s stories

So much for our 
valued opinions

The Town of La Conner had 
a survey for the residents and 
business\people about the south 
end (aka transition zone, aka the 
subarea plan, aka the property 
in the vicinity of “big blue” and 
the old Moore Clark building, 
aka the freezer building. The 
survey asked for ratings on ideas 
about various categories. 

One of the survey catego-
ries is “access improvements” 
(roads, parking and paths). The 
highest rating possible is 5. 

“Extend waterfront path 
to Pioneer Park” received a 
seriously spectacular rating of 
4.36 out of 5. Nothing else even 
reached an average of 4.36 – not 
in this category nor in any other 
category. (This goal is also in 
our transportation element and 
has been for years.)

That calculates to a resound-
ing endorsement of 87%. 

“Integrate public parking 
into Moore Clark” and “Extend 
First Street to Caledonia” were 
3.16 and 3.15. That translates to 
63% , a D-minus in my mind. 

And what are the consultants 
proposing? You guessed it, the 
D-minus models. 

The plan consultants pre-
sented on Sept. 30 appears no 
different to me from the plan 
they presented to the planning 
commission on Dec. 3.

Your surveys apparently 
meant little to them. 

I am strongly opposed to this 
plan for the S. First Street ex-
tension. Roads don’t belong on 
the shoreline. Shorelines are for 
public access and water-related 
and water-dependent uses. Ac-
cording to the state DOE person 
with whom I spoke, if you can 
put a road elsewhere, it should 
be done. 

Emergency vehicles can reach 
the waterfront on perpendicular 

internal access within the south 
subarea. The only properties we 
actually own in the south end 
are S. First Street and the Third 
Street parking lot (for which 
the consultants have really big 
plans).

And what will the Town 
Council and planning com-
mission do? Who gets to 
decide? Consultants or town 
government?

Public meeting is 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, at Maple 
Hall. See for yourself.

Linda Talman
La Conner

Incredible editor 
will be missed

Ken, we really enjoyed your 
La Conner paper that you man-
aged for years with sincerity, 
openmindedness, equality and 
last but not least with intelli-
gence and a commitment for 
truth. You spoke your mind about 
political, environmental and 
local situations after evaluating 
the true facts and we completely 
agreed with your opinion.  

We will miss your continuous 
effort to bring information and 
education our way.

Best wishes for your next 
chapter in your life!  

Rosi and Wes Jansen
Fine Feathered Friends, La 

Conner

So much for an 
impartial FBI

The recent AP article entitled, 
“Biden’s broken promise on par-
doning his son …” ends with the 
comment, “Neither Biden nor 
his White House staff explained 
the shift in the president’s think-
ing.” Yet seemingly overlooked 
was the fact that the pardon 
was issued directly following 
president-elect Trump’s choice 

of Kash Patel as his appointee 
to direct the FBI. Patel, long 
a loyalist to Mr. Trump, has 
promised that, “if Trump won 
the White House … he would go 
after Hunter and Joe Biden with 
a new criminal investigation.” 
(CNN) 

Patel has dismissed the earlier 
two-year probe of Hunter Biden’s 
business dealings in China 
and Ukraine (resulting in no 
evidence of wrongdoing) during 
Mr. Trump’s first presidency, 
claiming “James Comer is weak 
and his work incomplete … and 
that Hunter Biden is guilty … 
that’s where the focus will be 
when we (Trump’s staff) get in” 
(Meidas+).

This seems to support Mr. 
Patel’s apparent obsession with 
criminalizing the Biden family 
and Hunter in particular and us-
ing the power of the FBI to seek 
prosecution and conviction. 

“Although the FBI’s limited 
10-year tenure (enacted post-
Watergate, after J. Edgar 
Hoover’s death and his 48 years 
as head of that organization) 
is long in order to insulate 
the director from political 
pressure…” (U.S. gov website) 

Mr. Patel is a deep loyalist to 
Mr. Trump, earning hundreds and 
thousands of dollars consulting 
for Trump-related entities; 
dismissed from a Colorado 
court in 2020 as a “not credible 
witness” claiming President 
Trump had authorized up to 
10,000-20,000 troops “to deploy 
before the January 6th attack 
on the capitol only to have his 
assertion debunked by his boss, 
then-acting Secretary of Defense 
who stated that no such order 
was ever given. (Colorado Sun). 

Mr. Patel will be vetted by 
the Senate, may they prove 
themselves stewards of the 
independence of the FBI.

Sincerely,
Christine Wardenburg-Skinner
Edison

We’ll be poorer 
without local news

No news is bad news if we 
lose the La Conner Weekly 
News. If Publisher Ken Stern 
has to sell to the Adams chain 
of papers, we can pretty much 
say goodbye to local reporting. 
Unfortunately, the La Conner 
Community News group has 

not been able to approach the 
$200,000 sale price.

We need to connect with one 
or more of those deep-pocketed 
philanthropists who are out there 
who would donate to make this 
a better, more informed world. If 
any of you have a lead, make a 
call, send an email. Now. We are 
running out of time.

Jai Boreen
La Conner



By Bill Reynolds

Better safe than sorry. 
That’s the mantra embraced 

by members of the La Conner 
Emergency Management 
Commission, which oversaw 
flood barrier placement along the 
downtown waterfront and in low-
lying areas the past two king tide 
seasons and recently reviewed La 
Conner’s emergency operations 
center at Town Hall. 

“King tides are not a problem 
themselves,” Chairman Doug 
Asbe reminded commissioners 
during their Dec. 3 meeting at 
Maple Hall, “but in combination 
with low atmospheric pressure, 
winds and the inflow of fresh 
water from the Skagit River, they 
can be a problem.” 

“It’s going to happen every 
‘x’ number of years,” Asbe said, 
“where we’ll see these conditions 
again.” 

The commission’s initial task 
addressed flood mitigation. 
In 2023 the town invested in 
durable sandbags and Ecology 
Blocks, placing them to provide 
ample flood protection. 

Town crews in late October 
re-installed orange sandbags, vis-
ible in the heart of the business 
district. 

“What you see out there cost 
us $100,000 when you add up 
the costs of the sandbags and 
Ecology Blocks and then deploy-
ing everything,” said Commis-
sioner Jerry George. 

Forecasts of lower king tides 
this year make this a case of 
staying the course with the “bet-
ter safe than sorry” approach. 

“Some of the First Street 
businesses have not been totally 
supportive of renewing the flood 
mitigation,” George conceded., 
noting the main criticism is the 
barriers can impede foot traffic 
around stores. 

Yet a higher than anticipated 
king tide occurred on the La 
Conner waterfront a couple 
weeks ago. 

“It was a higher tide than 
expected,” Asbe said. “Everyone 
was surprised that it was a few 
inches higher than the projected 
10-feet, eight inches.” 

Asbe discussed a review of the 
Town’s Emergency Operations 
Center at Town Hall. He said 
the space includes an eight-chair 
conference table, white board, 
radios programmed to fire, 
police and American Red Cross 
frequencies. 

“It’s a great location,” Asbe 
said. “It’s not so small that you’ll 

be overcrowded if you have a 
bunch of people rolling in there.” 

Asbe said that Fire District 13 
Capt. Gary Ladd, on the EOC 
tour, suggested it be equipped 
with HAM radio capability. The 
fire district is encouraging its 
officers to obtain HAM radio 
licenses. 

“It’s a fairly robust communi-
cations format,” Asbe said. 

Ladd and former Swinomish 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Brian Geer, now 
staffing a similar post with Skagit 
County, are being sought as guest 
speakers for town emergency 
preparedness forums early next 
year, said Asbe. 

George said that Geer “has a 
good sense of how mobilization 
in an emergency takes place.” 

Another commission focus 
will be neighborhood mapping, 
which George said inventories 
human resources and needs in 
residential areas ahead of an 
emergency. 

“There’s such a thing as 
psychology of disaster man-
agement,” George pointed out. 
“If you’re prepared, you’re 
less apt to be intimidated in an 
emergency.” 

Mapping thus far has been un-
dertaken in the Tillinghast Drive 
and Center and North Third 
streets neighborhoods. George 
said that Channel Cove residents 
have also expressed interest. 
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KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com
Hours:

 9   -5 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

“Peoples 
Choice”

Award-winning
nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the proof for the  Sept. 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale

The best time of the year for planting!

Fruit, flowing and  shade trees. 
Roses, rhododendrons & azaleas.

25% OFF

through September 30th

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 4th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 8th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Winter Fresh!

Christmas Holly 20% off
Through December 31st

Just dug from the ground, our spring supply of
Magnolias, Dogwood,

Japanese Maples, 
hedging laurels and boxwoods.

Now is the time to plant the
pick of the patch!

December is a great planting
month for trees and shrubs.

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Coffee
Tea

Cocoa
SCONES

106 S. 1st St

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Open mic
Last Wed. 

of every month 
5:00 – 7:30 pm

OBITUARY

Eugene “Gene” Marble
The family of Eugene “Gene” 

Marble will hold a celebration of 
life for the longtime La Conner 
resident at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5 
at Christianson’s Vinery on Best 
Road.

CELEBRATION 
OF LIFE

Antonio S. “Tony” Ruiz
Antonio “Tony” Ruiz passed 

away on Dec. 3, 2024. Rosary 
services will be held at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 12, at Kern Fu-
neral Home. 

Funeral Mass will be held 
at 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 27, at 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
followed by Committal Service 
at Pleasant Ridge Cemetery. 

You may share memories of 
Tony and view his full obituary 
at www.kernfuneralhome.com.

Memorable meals & amazing gifts
Baking Memories

Downtown Mount Vernon   •   skagitfoodcoop.com   •   360.336.9777

Art of

FLOWERS
Order Your Holiday 

Flowers Now!
Delivery to La Conner 

Anacortes | Skagit Valley
artofflowerslaconner.com

808-631-0118

La Conner, WA

By Bill Reynolds

The Dec. 3 planning commis-
sion meeting featured coming 
attractions related to potential 
redevelopment of La Conner’s 
former south end industrial area. 

Commissioners previewed pro-
posed revitalization plans for the 
four-acre site that will be shared 
by consultant Tom Beckwith and 
his team at a public workshop at 
Maple Hall tonight at 6 p.m. 

Beckwith guided commission-
ers through a nearly hour-long 
presentation on concepts for the 
once bustling industrial zone. 
The Moore-Clark fish feed plant 
with its massive Victorian era 

warehouse dominated the south 
waterfront. 

Beckwith said draft plans 
reflect public input gleaned from 
more than 100 survey responses 
addressing alternatives for re-
vamping the neglected properties 
now owned by Triton America. 
It has been informed throughout 
the planning process, 

Planning Director Michael 
Davolio pointed out that while 
the property is privately owned, 
zoning and municipal code 
language can be crafted to ac-
commodate the kinds of land use 
upgrades suggested by the public 
and Beckwith group. 

The vacant dilapidated 

warehouse is a public hazard, 
cordoned off by security fencing 
that prevents foot traffic along 
the waterfront on the section of 
south First Street. 

Beckwith presented a 36-page 
pictorial booklet, based in large 
measure on survey responses, 
outlining a bevy of potential 
future uses in the area. Those 
run the gamut from workforce 
housing and produce sales to art 
markets, marine-related recre-
ation, public performing space 
and walking trails. 

The warehouse and nearby 
freezer building, Beckwith said, 
would need to be rebuilt to 
accommodate several priorities, 

among them the extension of 
south First Street to Caledonia 
Street. 

The freezer building could be 
rebuilt as an addition to Maple 
Hall. 

“The warehouse,” Beckwith 
stressed, “needs to be decon-
structed, reconstructed and 
repurposed.” 

Public parking could be shifted 
from the town’s lot below Town 
Hall to the center of the project 
area. 

Another concept is developing 
south end venues to attract pas-
sengers aboard fast ferry vessels 
operating between Seattle and 
Victoria, B.C. 

Commission reviews south end options before forum

The Skagit County hearing 
examiner will hold a public hear-
ing 9 a.m. Dec. 20 to consider 
a special use permit application 
from NextEra Energy to develop 
a battery energy storage system 
near the Port of Skagit. 

The project would be locat-
ed on 22.6 acres, on property 
zoned Bayview Ridge Heavy 
Industrial in the Bayview Ridge 
Urban Growth Area and would 
be capable of storing up to 200 
megawatt hours of energy for 
a 4-hour duration. The BESS 
would provide increased power 
capacity and grid resiliency for 
Skagit County.

The proposed BESS project 
would be located along the west 
side of McFarland Road, south 
of Ovenell Road. The property is 
owned by Sierra Pacific Indus-
tries and the BESS would be 
developed just east of the Puget 
Sound Energy substation site.

The hearing will include 
testimony from the project pro-
ponent, NextEra Energy, and a 
recommendation from the coun-
ty’s planning staff on the permit 
application. Public testimony 

will be accepted. 
The examiner will decide with-

in about two weeks. Parties of 
record who submitted comments 
or testimony with a mailing and/
or email address will be notified.

Skagit County PDS completed 
a State Environmental Policy 
Act (SEPA) review of the 
project in June 2024 and issued 
a Mitigated Determination of 
Nonsignificance. The project 
is classified as a Major Utility 
Development per Skagit County 
Code 14.16.190(5)(c). The 
MDNS notice was published in 
the Skagit Valley Herald, posted 
on site, and sent to neighboring 
property owners. No comments 
or appeals were submitted.

Written comments must be 
received by 4:30 p.m. Dec. 19 or 
presented at the public hearing. 
Send email to HEhearings@
co.skagit.wa.us or use the Plan-
ning and Development Services 
website under Public Notices and 
Comment Opportunities link.

To speak at the hearing, email 
HEhearings@co.skagit.wa.us or 
call 360-416-1129.

Source: Skagit County

The south end planning pro-
cess is funded by a $45,000 grant 
provided by the Washington 
State Department of Commerce. 

Strategizing for developing 
and financing on-site improve-
ments and projects is part of the 
four-month effort. 

“We’re working on implemen-
tation and financing strategies,” 
reported Beckwith. 

Planning staff reported they 
are still awaiting a joint meeting 
with Skagit County officials 
and applicants for the proposed 
three-story condo/apartment 
complex on Center Street to dis-
cuss dimensions for an elevator 
planned for the building.

Emergency management panel takes it slow County sets hearing on permit  
for battery energy storage system
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Sports and School

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Donations accepted 
Monday 1pm - 3pm

Stretch Your
Gift-Giving Budget

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11 AM - 5 PM

 3rd & Morris, La Conner

Get a Thrill From a Thrift!

DECK YOUR HALLS

New Holiday Items 
Added Each Weekend!

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Non-Profit

www.portofskagit.com     |     360 757 0011

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation

 

And so much more…..

Join us as we bid farewell to Gary & Marlo Frank 
and wish them well in their retirement from
Nasty Jack’s Antiques after 30 fun-filled years!

Everyone welcome! We appreciate your business 
over the years.

Giveaways 12-4pm
Appetizers, Refreshments, and Good Cheer!

Sunday, december 22, 10am-4pmSunday, december 22, 10am-4pm
Nasty Jack’s Antiques - First st & Morris, La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

A tough loss was soon for-
gotten as the La Conner High 
girls’ basketball team bounced 
back from a heartbreaking 48-47 
setback at 3A Mount Vernon last 
Wednesday to defeat Lummi in a 
key road test on Saturday.

Maeve McCormick (13) and 
Abi Poulton (12) combined for 
25 points in leading La Conner 
(2-2) to a solid 45-36 triumph at 
Lummi.

McCormick scored nine points 
in the second half, helping La 
Conner stave off a late Lummi 
comeback bid.

Poulton scored 10 of her points 
before halftime as the visitors 
built a 25-15 lead at the break.

Nora McCormick and 
Shaniquah Casey added six 
points each for the victors.

Kiana Jenkins (5) and Della 
Damien (3) rounded out La 
Conner’s scoring.

Maeve McCormick and 
Damien each dropped 
three-pointers for La Conner, 
which survived a rough sev-
en-for-17 night at the charity 
stripe.

Ailina Rabang paced Lummi 
with a game-high 14 points, 10 
coming in the second half.

La Conner (2-2) literally 
rebounded from its gritty one-
point defeat at Mount Vernon, 
a contest in which the Braves 
bolted to a quick 18-4 edge. But 
the hosts battled to within 23-18 

at halftime, setting the stage for 
a back-and-forth affair over the 
final two periods.

Mount Vernon, whose roster 
includes former La Conner 
players Kim Williams and Jacqui 
Lam, improved to 3-0 two weeks 
into the season. 

Anaya Saldivar-Slater paced 
Mount Vernon with 15 points 
and 17 rebounds. Alivia Luvera 
chipped in 10 points for the 
winners.

Maeve McCormick netted 
a game-high 22 points. Casey 
tallied another 10.

Coach Joe Harper’s team 
visited 1A Sultan Tuesday night. 
La Conner returns home to face 
NW2B/1B rival Friday Harbor at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13.

La Conner basketball —

Girls rebound at Lummi after 1-point loss

By Bill Reynolds

If ever there was a friendly ri-
valry, it’s the one shared by the La 
Conner and Lummi Nation boys’ 
basketball programs.

Cousins related through the 
Edwards family of Swinomish 
played key roles for both teams in 
the latest meeting of the non-con-
ference foes, a 63-49 home win 
by Lummi on Dec. 7.

Lummi’s Dyson Edwards, who 
played middle school hoops at La 
Conner, led 1B Lummi with 22 
points, including three perime-
ter treys in the second half. His 
cousin, Jerome Toby Jr., finished 
with 16 points, 12 coming before 

intermission.
Lummi, which earlier in the 

week had smashed 2A Sehome of 
Bellingham by 31 points, led La 
Conner 32-27 at the break. The 
Blackhawks closed with a 31-22 
second-half run.

Brayden Pedroza (19), Tyler 
Cicotte (15) and Corran Eisen 
(14) scored in double digits for 
the Braves, whose offense was 
run by senior point guard C.J. 
Edwards.

Christian Fix rounded out La 
Conner’s scoring with a free 
throw in the second quarter.

La Conner (1-2) was coming 
off a convincing 67-45 home 
triumph over 1A Granite Falls on 

Dec. 6.
Eisen scored 19 points with 

three treys to lead La Conner. 
Pedroza (18), Cicotte (16), Jimbo 
Bobb (5), Fix (5), Edwards (3) 
and Brent Bobb (1) also scored. 
Cicotte delivered a pair of 
three-pointers while Pedroza, Fix 
and Edwards each hit a trey.

Boys split weekend non-league hoops tests

The Braves set the tone early 
with a pressure defense, forcing 
repeated Granite Falls turnovers 
and holding the Tigers scoreless 
in the first four minutes. The 
Braves led by as many as 25 
points in the second half.

La Conner played a non-
league game Tuesday night at 
1A Sultan. The boys return home 
for their NW2B/1B opener at 6 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, with Friday 
Harbor, then Orcas Island visits at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17.

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner High School’s fall 
sports season has ended, but 
the school’s student-athletes 
are still racking up points with 
NW2B/1B coaches.

La Conner garnered 10 all-
league selections in recent post-
season polling for conference 
honors.

In volleyball, junior libero 
Addison Keller was tabbed for 
first unit All-NW2B/1B recogni-
tion. Her La Conner teammates, 
freshmen Nora McCormick and 
Abi Poulton, were second team 
all-league choices. Junior Maeve 
McCormick was an honorable 
mention recipient.

La Conner senior Christian 
Fix, who made a successful 

comeback 
from knee 
injuries, was 
voted to the 
all-league 
boys’ soccer 
first team. 
Braves goal-
keeper Tyler 
Cicotte, also 
a senior, was 
an honorable 
mention selection.

Kendall Lee capped her 
senior campaign with first team 
all-league girls’ soccer kudos. 
Teammates Lydia Grossglass, a 
senior; Yamileth Ocampo Con-
treras, a junior; and freshman 
Aisley Zimmerman were tabbed 
for the All-NW2B/1B second 
squad.

Athletes get all-league 
fall sports accolades

The Kiwanis Club of La Con-
ner announced the students of the 
month for November.

High school student of the 
month is 
Tori Herrera, 
daughter of 
Timothy and 
Elizbeth Her-
rera. Tori’s 
favorite class 
is U.S. histo-
ry. She’s in 
drama class 
and plays on 
the volleyball 
team. She 
enjoys making art and writing 
stories. After graduation, Tori 
would like to attend art school.

Middle 
school stu-
dent of the 
month is Wes 
Whiteaker, 
son of Wes 
Whiteaker 
Sr. Wes is 
in eighth 
grade. He 
enjoys band 
and plays 
the trumpet. He also plays on the 
basketball team. After gradu-
ating, Wes wants to continue 
playing the trumpet and teach 
music.

Elemen-
tary school 
student of 
the month 
is Indica 
Faye Torres, 
daughter 
of Christo-
pher Torres 
and Ariel 
LaPointe. 
Indica is in 
fifth grade. She likes her fifth-
grade class as they are reading 
“My Side of the Mountain.” She 
enjoyed helping when the ele-
mentary school students planted 
the rain garden in the school 
parking lot. She enjoys reading 
and writing. Outside of school 
she plays volleyball and basket-
ball with her friends. She is on 
the SWISH basketball team with 
some classmates. After gradu-
ating from high school, Indica 
would like to attend college and 
maybe become a hair stylist.

Kiwanis names students of month

Tori Herrera

Maeve McCormick

Wes Whiteaker

Indica Torres



By Sally Riggers 
and Ken Stern

What happens when you are 
plucked from your life in India 
and sent to England to live 
with an unknown reclusive un-
cle? That’s the answer we find 
in this charming tale of “The 
Secret Garden: The Musical,” 
brought to Mount Vernon’s 
Lincoln Theatre by the Theater 
Arts Guild. 

Set at the turn of the centu-
ry and opening in India with 
the 10-year-old orphaned and 
spoiled Mary Lennox (Evan-
geline Essex-White opening 
night), having lost both her par-
ents during a cholera epidemic. 

This complex, nuanced dra-
matic musical requires careful 
attention and understanding 
the backstory. Best to have 
read Frances Hodgson Bur-
nett’s children’s novel of the 
same name. On stage, Mary 
is haunted by and through-
out occasionally surrounded 
by “Dreamers,” her parents, 
Indian servants, childhood 
friends, English soldiers and 
others. The program note is, 
“These characters … haunt her 
until she finds her new life in 
the course of this story They 
are free to sing directly to us, 
appearing and disappearing at 
will.”

So, Mary is haunted.
The dark English country 

estate of her uncle’s where 

Mary is immediately trans-
ported appears to be haunted, 
too. (and in the end is – both 
literally and spiritually). There, 
the Dreamers sing “High on a 
hill sits a big old house/With 
something wrong inside it./
Spirits haunt the halls/And 
make no effort now to hide it.”

Her uncle Archibald Craven 
(Tim Abbott-Brown) gives 
her little love and attention: 
He has been in mourning for 
years after the death of his 
beloved wife and Mary’s aunt, 
Lily (Mackenzie Usher). After 
her death, in his grief, Archy 
insisted that Lily’s walled 
garden by shut forever – and, 
over the years, it has become 
overgrown with weeds so that 
even the locked door is nearly 
impossible to locate. Given 
Archy’s lack of interest in run-
ning the estate – or even living 
his life – his manipulative 
brother Dr. Neville Craven (TJ 
Anderson) has taken over. 

This is as much an adult play 
as for children. The Craven 
brothers relationship is com-
plex. When the brothers sing 
“Lily’s Eyes,” Neville reflects: 
“She (Mary) has her eyes, 
she has my Lily’s hazel eyes./
Those eyes that loved my 
brother, never me./Those eyes 
that never saw me,/Never knew 
I longed to hold her close,/To 
live at last in Lily’s eyes.”

Secrets, as much as everlast-
ing mourning, makes people 

sad, as does isolating children 
away in bed. Sunlight, gardens, 
growing things, productive 
projects, company, relation-
ships and singing, on the other 
hand, will make you smile.

Poor Mary, ignored and 
cautioned to stay away from the 
garden, hates her lonely new 
home and doesn’t recognize or 
understand her uncle’s constant 
drinking. But, then, she finds 
the garden. And it becomes 
her haven, the contentment she 
doesn’t find inside her home. 
She begins a quest to revive 
the garden, develops a strong, 
intimate friendship with Ar-
chibald’s son, her sickly cousin, 
Colin (Violet Rowley), who 
lives in the mansion and finally 
has a reason to get out of bed. 

Neville, the doctor brother, 
has been “treating” Colin since 
his mother, Lily, died in child-
birth. Yes, he has alternative 
motives and they are not good 
ones.

Once again, the servants are 
more interesting and humane, 
particularly the caring Martha 
(Karen Polack) and Martha’s 
crafty and lovable brother 
Dickon (Benjamin Usher), who 
is also a fabulous singer. He is 
a lively sprite, with a unique 
staff and an enthusiasm and joy 
overflowing. He guides Mary 
on her journey along several 
paths: understanding family 
secrets, restoring a neglected 
garden and ultimately piecing 
together all the paths into one. 

These cast members sing 
their hearts out, with the “Fina-
le” worth the wait. Be prepared 
to hear how a novel’s spoken 
dialogue has been transformed 

into lively and lyrical music 
in the production’s 29 songs. 
There is also plenty of won-
derful dancing, choreography, 
imaginative scenery and period 
costumes throughout. This 
production has intriguing and 
original “live” music, brought 
to you by the wonders of 
technology and electronics and 
all from the back of the room 
(keyboardists Jennifer Camp-
bell and Quinn Krivanek). 

It’s also a real family affair. 
Mothers, along with their 
real-life children and siblings, 
fill the stage. It’s obvious that 
they are enjoying acting to-
gether; there’s a “chumminess” 
that is evident throughout. 

This specific secret garden 
is a magical place – and a 
magical production. There’s 
intrigue, lots of conflicted 
emotion, even clandestine 
plans. The spirits, the Dream-
ers, roam among the living 
throughout. 

Performances are weekends 
through Dec. 21.

Directed by Dr. Terri Brown, 
Music Director David Brown, 
Choreographer Mackenzie 
Usher, Costumer Tiffany Vark-
er. Executive Producer Emily 
Abbott-Brown, producers 
Matthew Bianconi and Abigail 
Hanson.

“The Secret Garden: The 
Musical” ran for 709 perfor-
mances on Broadway after 
opening in 1991. It won three 
Tony Awards. 

Book by Marsha Norman 
with composer Lucy Simon.

Tickets and times at 
lincolntheatre.org/ or 360-336-
8955.
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Arts and Entertainment

HERALDING
CHRISTMAS 2024

Dr. Yvette Burdick, Conductor
Friday, December 13th, 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 15th, 2:00 PM

www.skagitvalleychorale.org

McIntyre Hall
Performing Arts & Conference Center

2501 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon, WA

Tickets:
$20, $30 Box Seats

Students/Military/Groups/Seniors $18
www.mcintyrehall.org

Box Office: 360-416-7727

Winter with you...

A Family Concert
& Children’s Music Fair
Sunday, January 26, 2025

McIntyre Hall, Mount Vernon

The 
Composer 

is Dead
music by Nathaniel Stookey with 

text by Lemony Snicket

Event Details 
skagitsymphony.com 

Adults $15, Children $5

Symphony  
Gift Certificates 
make great gifts! 

Skagit Community Band with 
special guest A’Town Big Band 
will present a free concert at 7 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, at Maple 
Hall in La Conner. Enjoy an 
evening of holiday cheer with the 
SCB as they perform a program 
of festive and exciting holiday 
music. Joining the SCB will be 
the A’Town Big Band putting its 
own spin on “Swinging” holiday 
favorites. More info at: www.
skagitcommunityband.org.  

Theater Arts Guild presents 
“The Secret Garden, the 
Musical” with performances 
on Dec. 12-15 and 19-21 at the 
Lincoln Theatre 712 S. First St., 
Mount Vernon. Advance reserved 
seating tickets: $34 1st section; 
$32 2nd section; $26 3rd section; 
$20 4th section plus applicable 
fees. Discount night Dec. 12: $20 
all seats plus applicable fees. 
Tickets online at lincolntheatre.
org/live-theatre-secret-garden-
musical.

Shelter Bay Chorus Holiday 
Concert in the Shelter Bay Club-
house, 1000 Shoshone Drive. 7 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, and 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14. Featuring 
musical director Lyle Foote and 
pianist Sally Riggers. $10 sug-
gested donation.

Skagit Valley Chorale Herald-
ing Christmas 2024 concert 
with Yvette Burdick, conductor. 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, and 2 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at McIn-
tyre Hall, 2501 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon. Box seats are $20 
to $30; $15 for students, groups, 
mlitary and seniors. Tickets at 
www.mcintyrehall.org or 360-416-
7727.

Skagit Symphony presents 
Timeless Elements - Air, its 
winter concert, at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14, at McIntyre 
Hall, 2501 E. College Way, Mount 
Vernon. As the air turns chill 
this December, we’ll provide the 
warmth you’ll be craving. Skagit 
Symphony will fill the air with 
Tchaikovsky’s “Winter Dreams”, 
festive holiday brass, Vaughan 
Williams’ Greensleeves, and 
holiday favorites from the silver 
screen. More info: www.skagit-
symphony.com/air.Tickets: pur-
chase.mcintyrehall.org/Choose-
Seats/1001 or call 360-416-7727.

La Conner Swinomish Library. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday; 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday; 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. Closed 
Sunday. Events: www.laconner 
swinomishlibrary.org/events-1-1.

Teen Art Club at Museum of 
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St., 
is a free program for grades 6-12, 
where you can bring your friends 
and your creativity to make art 
together and inspire your art. Piz-
za, snacks and art supplies will 
be provided. 3-5 p.m. Fridays.

A&E BRIEFS

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

Theater review — 

‘The Secret Garden’ a finally joyful haunting

The final 
issue of the 
La Conner 

Weekly News 
is Dec. 18, 

2024



with a capital rather than 
lower case “c.” 

For years the slogan, 
“Covers La Conner and its 
Rich Agricultural Region” 
appeared on the top of page 
1, above the paper’s name.

His preference was also 
to have no space between 
La and Conner, a practice 
continued by his one-time 
staff member Alan Pentz, 
who in 1976 – three years 
after O’Leary’s retirement 
– launched the competing 
Channel Town Press on 
Morris Street. 

Between 1976 and 
1982 the PSM and CTP 
competed for readers and 
advertising revenue. Under 
Fallis, the PSM expanded 
arts coverage and focused 
on La Conner and Swin-
omish history. The slogan 
“Serving LaConner and 
Historic Skagit County” 
was part of the flag at the 
top of page 1 of the Dec. 
1, 1977 issue. Go see the 
copy in Nasty Jack’s Morris 
Street window.

McDade produced a 
magazine quality layout 
and well-crafted columns, 
including the popular 
“Monday is Soon Enough” 
penned by La Conner 
Landmarks founder Glen 
Bartlett. But in 1982 the 
Puget Sound Mail closed.

Formerly a courthouse 

reporter for the old Mount 
Vernon Herald, Pentz 
countered with a tabloid-
sized paper known for 
injecting humor into its 
news stories and editorials 
while prioritizing accounts 
of the community’s resident 
characters. 

Pentz, a pre-law student 
at the University of 
Washington – and a student 
of the revered Giovanni 
Costigan – appreciated the 
off-beat stories that other 
newspapers didn’t cover. 
He wanted the CTP to 
be unique and readable, 
encouraging the use of 
feature leads for news 
articles. 

“We can’t be an inverted 
pyramid, AP stylebook 
newspaper,” he once said. 
“If we do that, nobody 
will read us. They’ll read 
the (Skagit Valley) Herald 
instead.” 

The CTP survived 16 
years after Pentz’s death in 
1990. Sandy Stokes, Wayne 
Everton and Cindy Vest 
took ownership of it. Within 

months they changed the 
name to the La Conner 
Weekly News. Stokes 
had a strong reportorial 
background from her 
newspaper days in southern 
California. Everton, 
mayor of La Conner from 
2003-2008, had been in 
publishing in the Bay Area. 
He died in 2010. 

Vest, who grew up in 
the printing business, had 
typeset simultaneously for 
both the PSM and CTP. 

Stern, whose father had 
edited a labor newspaper 
in Ohio, purchased the 
Weekly News from Stokes 
and Vest in June 2017. 

And the rest is history.

Otos said that with rising 
fuel and maintenance costs, 
districts face significant 
shortfalls in transportation. 
He said that districts must 
supplement special educa-
tion programs with funds 
from other resources. Otos 
said materials and supplies 
budgets are underfunded as 
well. 

“(Funding) doesn’t 
keep up with inflation,” he 
lamented. “And utility and 
insurance costs keep rising. 
This isn’t intended to be a 
downer. We came here as a 
tool to help you help us.” 

LD 10 State Rep. Clyde 
Shavers (D-Oak Harbor), 
vice-chair of the House 

Education Committee, 
expressed support of spe-
cial education, transitional 
kindergarten, early child-
hood education, career and 
technology instruction and 
McKinney-Vento funding 
– the program that provides 
academic services and 
transportation to homeless 
students. 

“Last session,” Shavers 
noted, “we grappled with 
how to make sure all kids’ 
needs are met.” 

The challenge is dis-
pensing funds from limited 
resources. 

“Chronic underfunding,” 
Otos lamented, “jeopar-
dizes our ability to pro-
vide essential services to 
students.” 

Participants stressed that 
school funding is compli-

cated. Further complicat-
ing matters is a tight state 
budget. 

“The budget shortfall is 
real,” said State Sen. Keith 
Wagoner, “but, hopefully, 
we’ll get to make some of 
the changes you’re asking 
for. 

“Everybody agrees we 
can do better,” Wagoner 
acknowledged, while cau-
tioning that “this is going 
to be a really, really tough 
year.” 

Irish said school lead-
ers are aware that tough 
choices await lawmakers in 
Olympia. 

“We’re here to help you,” 
he said, “and we under-
stand there are competing 
priorities.”

The La Conner School 
District is in LD 10. 
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SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00563-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

ROBERT J. 
GILBERTSON, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 27, 2024
Rae A. Gilbertson
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
ANDREW C. SCHUH, 

WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336 / 227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4, and Dec. 11, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 
FOR SNOHOMISH 

COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
IAN E. ELLIS,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-40103-31
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.

The claim must be pre-
sented within the later of:  
(1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FILING COPY 

OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with Clerk of Court:  
November 22, 2024.
DATE OF FIRST PUB-

LICATION: November 27, 
2024.
P E R S O N A L 

REPRESENTATIVE:
CHERI L. DUNN
A T T O R N E Y 

FOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE:
Amy C. Allison, WSBA 

#34317
Anderson Hunter Law 

Firm, P.S.
2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 

1001
Everett, WA  98201
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDINGS: Sno-
homish County Superior 
Court
AND CAUSE NUMBER: 

24-4-40103-31
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4, and Dec. 11, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

ESTATE OF
RUTH ELLEN 

PRATER,
DECEASED.

NO.  24-4-00561-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE 

NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed me as Personal 
Representative of Dece-
dent’s estate.  Any person 
having a claim against the 
Decedent must present the 
claim: (a) Before the time 
when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and 
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i) 
By filing the original of the 
claim with the foregoing 
Court, and (ii) By serving 
on or mailing to me at the 
address below a copy of the 
claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: 
(a) Thirty (30) days after I 
served or mailed this No-
tice as provided in RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b) 
Four (4) months after the 
date of first publication of 
this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within 
this time period, the claim 
will be forever barred ex-
cept as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for 

claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication 

of this Notice: December 
4, 2024
/s/ _______________
Gwendolyn M. Prat-

er Dalseg, Personal 
Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine St, Ste 211, 

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Dec. 4, 
11, and 18, 2024.

STATE OF 
WASHINGTON 

CLARK COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

PATRICIA A. 
BROOKS, 

DECEASED.
NO:  24-4-01311-06

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

The Estate Administra-
tor named below has been 
appointed as Estate Ad-
ministrator of this estate. 
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing 
to the Estate Administrator 
or the Estate Administra-
tor’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court 
in which the probate pro-
ceedings were commenced. 
The claim must be present-
ed within the later of: (1) 
Thirty days after the Es-
tate Administrator served 
or mailed the notice to the 
creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or 
(2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. 
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

December 4, 2024
Estate Administrator: 

RICHARD D. BROOKS
Attorney for Estate Ad-

ministrator: NICHOLAS 
ALEXANDER
Address for mailing or 

service:
c/o Vancouver Wills and 

Trusts
405 W 13th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660
Court of probate proceed-

ings and cause number:
CLARK COUNTY SU-

PERIOR COURT, CAUSE 
NO. 24-4-01311-06
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Dec. 4, 
11, and 18, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICES

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

area.
If he was still hungry 

after breakfast, Santa had 
his choice of baked goods 
and smoked salmon at 
the craft show. La Conner 
Soroptimists Lynn Faherty 
and Gail Williams took 
orders for sweet treats 
and Burlington-Edison 
Kiwanians Greg Thramer 
and Les Tokarchuk shared 
free bite-sized samples of 
the smoked salmon they 
were selling.

When Santa re-appeared 
hours later, he was able to 
rub elbows with another ce-
lebrity---La Conner Special 
Olympics Gold Medalist 
Gable Wilkins, who the day 
before turned 39 for the 
first time.

Fire Chief Aaron 
Reinstra, who helped 
coordinate logistics for 
Santa’s visit, posed for a 
photo op with Wilkins just 
ahead of the tree lighting.

“I’ve never had my 
picture taken with a gold 
medalist,” Reinstra said.

Those unable to attend 
the Dec. 7 Christmas cele-
brations here didn’t totally 
miss out.

Santa booked a return 
stop here yesterday at La 

Conner Swinomish Library. 
In addition, holiday cheer 
resumes in La Conner 
this Saturday with the 
Swinomish Yacht Club’s 
annual Holiday Lighted 
Boat Parade on Swinomish 
Channel at 6 p.m.

The Dec. 14 flotilla’s 
theme is “Classic 
Characters: ‘A Charlie 
Brown Christmas’ and 
‘Frozen.’” 

Prior to the boat parade, 
the Shelter Bay Chorus 
will perform the second of 
its two holiday concerts at 
the community clubhouse. 
Saturday’s matinee program 
is scheduled at 3 p.m. with 

a $10 donation suggested.
The chorale group will 

also be on stage Friday 
(Dec. 13) at 7 p.m., the 
same time and evening 
as the Skagit Community 
Band’s annual free Christ-
mas Concert at Maple Hall. 
Donations to the band, 
of course, will be gladly 
accepted.

Keep your eyes peeled as 
well for unannounced ap-
pearances by Santa between 
now and his Christmas Eve 
round-the-world sleigh ride. 
He has made no secret of 
his fondness for La Conner 
and visits here at every 
opportunity.

Santa Claus
. . . (from page 1)

Town revenue
. . . (from page 1)

School funds
. . . (from page 1)

News history
. . . (from page 1)

The town’s water, drain-
age, sewer and compost 
funds totaled $ 288,874 
last month, with water fees 
totaling $109,331, sewer 
$82,730, compost $69,355 
and drainage $27,458. The 
funds’ annual aggregate 
total is $3.5 million, 55.6% 

of all revenues.
Year to date, budget 

revenue is $6.3 million, 
83% of its projected total. 
The town will not meet its 
revenue goal only because 
almost $900,000 in public 
works streets funding was 
not realized and project(s) 
not undertaken. The town 
will finish well in the black, 
however: Expenditures are 
at $5.9 million, 62% of the 

2024 budget. Only massive 
public works expenditures 
in December, with no reve-
nue match, could unbalance 
the budget.

These totals are based 
on September collections 
from town businesses and 
online purchases delivered 
to La Conner addresses and 
reported to town council by 
the state’s Department of 
Revenue.

CRAFTY SALES LADIES — Jean and Sherry Kolb, 
daughter and mother, from left, had lots of dazzling baubles 
available at the Kiwanis Club Craft Fair, held alongside the 
Rotary Santa Breakfast at Maple Hall on Dec. 7. 

— Photo by Kurt Batdorf
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HEADS UP
Town of La Conner public 
workshop on the use of the 
Commercial Transition Zone, 
aka the Moore Clark Area, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, in Maple 
Hall, 104 Commercial St. Info: 
www.townoflaconner.org.

Join us again at Pioneer Park 
as we remove invasive English 
ivy, 10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, 
Dec. 14, rain AND shine. We’ll 
meet at the top of Fourth Street, 
near the water tower gate. More 
info: phillipssteve1@gmail.com.

Holiday origami ornaments 
with Mike Berry, 2-4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14, at Museum 
of Northwest Art, 121 S. First St. 
Create beautiful paper ornaments 
and holiday gifts while learning 
about the Japanese art of paper 
folding. For all abilities, ages 9 
and up (13 and under with adult 
supervision). $32. RSVP: www.
monamuseum.org/events/origa-
mi-ornaments.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.

•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 
Fridays. 

•	 Tech Help Mondays, 3-5 p.m. 
Get 30 minutes of one-on-one 
technical help. Must register.

•	 After-school LEGO club, ages 
5 and up, 3-4 p.m., second 
Fridays monthly. Participate in 
a LEGO challenge or build on 
your own. Snacks provided.

•	 Paper bag DIY snowflake 
class, 5-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
16. Registration is required. 
Call 360-466-3352 or stop in 
to sign up. Space is limited.

Mount Vernon Public 
Library. 208 W. Kincaid St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov/175/Library. 
•	 Virtual Storytime to Go: 9 a.m. 

Saturdays.
•	 Virtual Bilingual Storytime: 9 

a.m. Sundays.
•	 Read Harder Book Club, 

noon-1 p.m. second Tuesdays.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, cityofanacortes.org/220/
Library.
•	 Family Storytime, 10 a.m. 

Fridays. For ages birth to 5, 
siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

•	 Teen Creative Writing, 2-3 
p.m. Wednesdays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/

library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Fridays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Wednesdays of Wonder, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Arts 
and crafts for children.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Exhibits through Jan. 12:
•	 Peter Millett: Built Forms is the 

first major institutional survey 
of the Seattle artist’s work.

•	 At the Seam: MoNA’s Perma-
nent Collection is an engage-
ment with the collection. 

•	 Outside In Gallery, Creative 
Response to Trauma: A Com-
munity Response. See art and 
writing from trauma survivors.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit through March 2:
•	 “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-

deo Bullfighter’ and the History 
of Rodeo in Skagit County.” 

Pacific Northwest Quilt & 
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S. 
Second St., La Conner. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibit: 
•	 2024 International Quilt & 

Fiber Art Festival Winners, 
through Dec. 22.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-

2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Volunteer and 
donate at skagithumane.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism, 8:15 a.m. 
Mondays, 503 Morris St., La 
Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 360-
228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Restful Dementia Relief Ses-
sions, 11 a.m. Mondays at La 
Conner United Methodist Church, 
601 S. Second St. This is a 
therapeutic group for relaxation, 
cognitive improvement and joy. 
Free-will offering. Caregivers, 
please accompany those with 
dementia. Info: 206-939-2124.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All 
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery, 
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. 
SMGC promotes interest in 
recreational gardening.

Little Mountain Gamblers 
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior 
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
Restaurant.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Monthly board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 
2021 E. College Way, Suite 205, 
Mount Vernon. 360-428-4313. 
Public is welcome.

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

This is a nibble holiday treat. I used a semi-
sweet baking chocolate bar, or you could use 
chocolate chips. Wishing you and yours a 
happy holiday season. Be of good cheer!

Chocolate Peppermint Covered Pretzels

Ingredients
•	 Pretzel sticks, 100 

to 200
•	 Semi-sweet choco-

late, 1/2 cup melted
•	 Crushed candy 

canes, 2 cups
•	 Parchment paper

Preparation
Cut the parchment 

paper to cover a 
cooling rack. Use a 

microwave oven in 
30-second intervals to 
melt chocolate. Place 
crushed candy cane 
in wide, shallow bowl. 
Dip pretzel stick into 
melted chocolate, 
then sprinkle with 
crushed candy cane. 
Place onto parchment 
paper until chocolate 
sets. Store in airtight 
container.
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Fantastic Selection of Barware, Giftware
& Ornaments In Stock!

Excellent Jewelry of All Kinds In Store
& Ready for Your Holiday Giving

BURTON JEWELERS
Get Festive!

REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in Anacortes Washington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday

Complimentary gift wrapping, always. Shipping service available.

Make it a Hometown Thanksgiving this year! Lunch On Us! 
Shop with us on Friday Nov. 29th or Sat. 30th and get a gift 

certificate for local lunch spots. (With purchase over $200)

We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex 
jewelry repairs, appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

And Greet the Coming Holiday Season
with Excitement

18k yellow gold ring 
showcasing a 5.17 ct pink 

zircon and two-and-a-half 
moon-cut pink spinels, custom 
designed by Burton Jewelers.

18k rose gold pendant 
featuring a 5.90 ct bicolor 

Munsteiner cut tourmaline, 
custom designed by Burton 

Jewelers.

18k yellow gold ring set with 
a natural emerald, custom 

designed by Burton Jewelers.

Fantastic Selection of Barware, Giftware
& Ornaments In Stock!

Excellent Jewelry of All Kinds In Store
& Ready for Your Holiday Giving

BURTON JEWELERS
Get Festive!

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday

Complimentary gift wrapping, always. Shipping service available.

Make it a Hometown Thanksgiving this year! Lunch On Us! 
Shop with us on Friday Nov. 29th or Sat. 30th and get a gift 

certificate for local lunch spots. (With purchase over $200)

Special Extended Holiday Hours
Open Monday - Saturday  till Christmas 10:30 am-5:00 pm

Open Sundays December 15, and 22, 12pm-4 pm

Fantastic Selection of Barware, Giftware 
& Ornaments In Stock!

Whiskey decanter and 
tumblers

Simon Pearce
Handblown Glass
Christmas Trees

Wonderful Selection
of Beautiful Christmas

POLICE BLOTTER

Now it’s time to say good-bye
Publisher and Editor Ken Stern is retiring.

Get your final word in: Praise him, Curse him, Wish him well. Place your name in the last issue of the La Conner Weekly News.

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Best to email your goodbye message to production@laconnernews.com
Fill out and bring to office with payment. If invoiced, cost is $15.50/inch

Deadline Friday, Dec. 13th end of the day.

Your Name   ____________________________________ Phone  ____________

Email (for invoicing purposes)   ____________________________________

Your personalized Messege

1 x 1

2 x 2

$15. 15

$30. 30

$60. 60

1 x 2

SIZE COST WORDS

Your farewell ad in 
the Dec. 18 final 
Weekly News at 

$15. per inch

SUBCRIBER ALERT! 
Your response is needed

Time to close the book on subscriptions
I. Subscribers with a BALANCE

Request payment by emailing: production@laconnernews.com
Payments will be made in January

II. Subscribers owing on their 2024 renewals
Over $9,000 in subscriptions are unpaid

Are you one of the hundreds who owe? Find your invoice:

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

1. Check your email inbox
2. Search your unpaid bills pile
3. Ask via editor@laconnernews.com
4. Mail your payment: P.O. Box 1465, La Conner 98257
5. Pay at office: 119 North Third Street, La Conner
6. Click the pay button on your e-invoice

Thank you for your dedicated support of your newspaper!

→

360-631-5218   •   www.mqstanwood.com
8706 271st St. NW, Stanwood, WA 

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

Stop by our showroom today! 
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30  ●  360-424-8455
www.NWFF.com

919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Composite
fences & Gates

20-Year Limited Warranty
Low Maintenance
Termite & Pest Proof

Now available at:

2600 Cedardale Rd, Mount Vernon | 360.424.4548 | soundcedar.com

Sunday, Dec. 1
11:28 p.m.: Maybe too fast for 
conditions – Driver was cross-
ing the bridge to Fir Island in the 
extreme fog and did not see that 
the road turns right just past the 
bridge. The driver hit the guard 
rail, causing significant damage 
but no injury. Moore and Best 
roads, greater La Conner.

Tuesday, Dec. 3
8:14 a.m.: Still too fast – An-
other vehicle failed to negotiate 
the turn at the Fir Island bridge 
due to heavy fog. Minor damage 
done. Fir Island and Best roads, 
greater La Conner.

Thursday, Dec. 5
10:25 a.m.: Hey, no parking – 
Complaint of subjects parking 
in front of the post office and 
blocking the curbside mail drop 
box. This has been a continued 
problem and is being monitored 
for potential citations. S. First 
Street, La Conner.

Friday, Dec. 6 
9:57 a.m.: Shots fired – Report 
of gunshots in the area. This was 
most likely duck hunters in the lo-
cal fields. Moore and Skagit City 
roads, greater La Conner.

Saturday, Dec. 7
12:30 p.m.: Traffic complaint 
– Erratically driven Jeep leaving 
town. A deputy checked the area 
but did not locate the vehicle. La 
Conner-Whitney Road round-
about, La Conner.

By Anne Basye

With about three weeks left in 
flood season, Skagit County Dike 
District 1 commissioners are 
feeling pretty good. 

Fields are soggy, but no 
“pineapple express” storm has 
overwhelmed the Skagit River 
system. 

If one comes, the dikes will be 
in good shape – and a new agree-
ment will help prevent future 
flooding by keeping more water 
behind Ross Dam, northeast of 
Newhalem. 

Each year District 1 invests 
two-thirds of its annual budget in 
maintenance and reinforcement 
of dikes on the west side of the 

Skagit River between Avon Allen 
Road and the North Fork Skagit 
River bridge on Best Road. 

“Almost everything down-
stream from the west Mount 
Vernon bridge now has a seepage 
berm in place and we are about 
50% done with widening the 
dike,” said Commissioner Jason 
Vander Kooy. The section be-
tween Marsh Lane (east of Bea-
ver Marsh Road) and the Pioneer 
Potatoes shed at the corner of 
Calhoun and Penn Roads has just 
been completed. 

Built of heavy rock and fabric, 
a seepage berm filters out sedi-
ment from water that naturally 
seeps through the dike. “If we 
see dirty water running through 

the bottom of the dike, we know 
it’s taking material from un-
derneath the dike,” said Vander 
Kooy. 

Thousands of yards of heavy 
clay are placed on top of the 
new rock foundation. More mass 
makes the dike stronger, wider 
and safer for District 1 personnel. 

“It’s kind of sketchy up there 
in the middle of the night when 
the bank is no wider than your 
pickup,” said Vander Kooy, 
who with other commissioners 
monitors the river during flood 
alerts and warnings. Where 
clay-covered seepage berms are 
in place, the top of the dike is 
now “almost a two-lane road.” 

The dry land side of this 
section of the dike has also been 

regraded. The new, gentler slope 
will slow down water that over-
tops the dike. The previous steep 
slope could trigger a “water-
fall-type fall, which would erode 
the dike,” Vander Kooy said. 

During a flood, the ability to 
store water behind dams on the 
Skagit River is critical. Right 
now, plenty of storage is avail-
able. More is expected when 
Seattle City Light’s Skagit River 
Hydroelectric Project is reli-
censed by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission in 2025 
or 2026. 

As reported by Adam Sowards 
on the Skagitonians to Preserve 
Farmland blog, representatives 
from Skagit County government, 
the Skagit Dike District Partner-

ship, and the Skagit Drainage 
and Irrigation Districts Consor-
tium collaborated with SCL to 
increase the amount of water that 
can be stored during a flood. 

The new agreement, not yet 
in effect, calls for increasing 
storage from 120,000 to 140,000 
acre feet, and to make the space 
available by Nov. 1. The current 
agreement has a Dec. 1 deadline. 

“Since 1990, all of the major 
floods in the Skagit River have 
occurred in October and No-
vember,” said Daryl Hamburg, 
chair of the Skagit Dike District 
Partnership. Climate change is 
expected to trigger earlier floods. 

To make space for 140,000 
acre-feet of water, Ross Dam 
must drawdown – release – some 
water from storage. 

Flats residents find stronger dikes, more storage capacity
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