‘Legally Blonde’ makes the case for pink
Art’s Alive volunteers made a good show

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

VOL. 17 « NO. 30

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2024

www.laconnerweeklynews.com $1.25

Get out, Invader

CLEANING UP PIONEER PARK — Volunteer organizer Chris Johnson (center) tosses pulled ivy onto a pile at Pioneer Park
Saturday morning. Johnson hopes to make the ivy removal a regular event to improve the health of native plant species that
ivy tends to smother. Maggie Wilder’s pooch tried to help.

Volunteers yank Pioneer Park ivy
In hands-on biodiversity lesson

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner residents received an Ivy
League education at Pioneer Park on
Saturday.

The volunteers, led by trained natu-
ral resources specialist Steve Phillips,
spent a couple hours removing inva-
sive English ivy from a patch below
the town water tower.

It marked the second such work
party at the park this fall.

Phillips envisions the ivy removal
project continuing monthly through
autumn and winter and in the years
ahead, if possible.

“We decided to do this now, because
summers are so busy, and nobody has
the time,” he said. “Plus, it doesn’t
conflict with bird nesting time and the
soil is easier to work with this time of
year.”

The task has the blessings of the
town parks commission and public

works department. It’s necessary
because ivy is an “opportunist” that
smothers native plants.

“The ivy will crowd out native
ground cover,” Phillips said. “We have
these little pockets of biodiversity in
the park, and they’re very important.”

He identified an array of park flora,
including Oregon grape and medicinal
snowberries, for the volunteer corps.

“This is a great plant to have here,”
Phillips said of Oregon grape, popular
for its dense clusters of yellow spring
flowers. “It helps prevent erosion.”

Within just a few minutes Phillips
and his crew, whose ranks included
Pete and Debra Wedin, had created a
tall, thick pile of ivy.

“It gets composted, which is awe-
some,” Phillips said.

Phillips, a University of Denver
environmental science major, noticed
the invasion at Pioneer Park during his
hikes there and while driving to his job
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with the Anacortes Parks Department.

“You can see it climbing up some of
the trees,” he said. Ivy is often spread
from seeds consumed by birds and
dispersed to new areas.

It also spreads outward through
its long vines and can climb over
most obstacles, including trees and
buildings.

Alarmed by what he saw, Phillips
put out a call on social media recruit-
ing volunteers.

“English/Algerian ivy is running
rampant at the park and displacing the
native ferns and shrubs in the under-
story,” he posted. “But it’s not too late
to take action to prevent its spread into
new areas and rehabilitate the areas
where it has become established.”

The response was impressive.

“We had a great turnout last month,”
Phillips said. “We want to make this

(continued on page 3)

Lona Wilbur savors second vote for president

By Bill Reynolds

The polls are closed and Lona
Wilbur has cast her ballot.

But the Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community member and La Conner
High School alum will vote a sec-
ond time for Kamala Harris as the
Democratic Party’s standard bearer.

And she’ll do so legally.

Wilbur has served numerous party
roles at the local, state and national
levels during a long and fruitful tenure
in politics. Now she is Washington
state’s Second Congressional District
elector and will travel to Olympia next
month to pledge her official Electoral
College vote for Harris and running
mate Tim Walz.

Harris easily carried Washington
in the Nov. 5 general election but fell
short nationally against Republican
nominee Donald Trump. He be-
comes the only president after Grover
Cleveland to win two non-consecutive
terms in the White House.

Wilbur has experienced campaign
highs and lows as a precinct com-

mittee official and state and national
Democratic Party representative but
had not served as a presidential elector.

“It’s the one thing | haven’t done,”
said Wilbur, who has attended sever-
al Democratic national conventions.
“I’m very honored. It’s one thing that
I really wanted to do that was on my
bucket list.”

The items already checked off that
list are quite remarkable.

Wilbur was in Boston’s Fleet Center
in 2004 when a then-unknown Barack
Obama burst on the scene with a stir-
ring speech to Democratic delegates.

“1 was sitting behind him as he took
the convention floor to address the
convention,” Wilbur recalled. “He
wasn’t a U.S. senator yet and many
didn’t know who he was and his
speech was amazing.

“It was like the roof of the roof
of the building was lifted,” she said.
“That convention was epic.”

That national exposure propelled
Obama to the Senate and then to the

(continued on page 2)

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTOR — Lona
Wilbur  will represent the Second
Congressional District with a vote for
Kamala Harris in the Electoral College.
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Muzzall likely
victorin LD 10
Senate race

By Ken Stern

State Sen. Ron Muzzall’s (R-Oak Harbor) lead
in state Legislative District 10 increased by 104
votes as Snohomish County election office staff
worked Monday. His margin over Island County
Commissioner Janet St. Clair is 2%, 51.3% to
49.3%, and 1,562 votes.

Island County’s approximately 10,000 ballots
being counted are all in LD 10. If St. Claire’s ratio
of 54% to 46% in the counting holds, she will gain
800 votes. To win, she must win by 800 votes in
the Skagit County LD 10 precincts. There are prob-
ably not enough votes in the pool of some 10,000
ballots being counted in Mount Vernon.

Some 750 Snohomish County ballots remain. It
is not known how many are from LD 10 precincts.
Monday, Muzzall increased his lead by almost
1,000 tallies since going out in front by 571 votes

Thursday out of 76,876 ballots counted.

Other LD 10 and Skagit County commissioner
incumbents are on their way to re-election.

First-term State Rep. Clyde Shavers (D-Oak
Harbor) claimed victory for his LD 10 Pos. 1 seat
in an email to supporters Saturday, writing “my
heart is filled with gratitude as we celebrate our
election win.” He has 53.6% of the ballots and a
4,985-vote lead over his Republican challenger
from Whidbey Island, Carrie Kennedy.

LD 10 Pos. 2 State Rep. Dave Paul has a slightly
larger lead of 5,177 votes and an 8.1% margin,
54.0% to 45.9%, against Republican challenger
Island County resident Gary Wray. The senior
member of the LD 10 delegation will return to
Olympia for a fourth term.

Incumbent Skagit County Commissioners Ron
Wesen (R-Bow) and Peter Browning (I-Mount
\ernon) will win re-election.

(continued on page 2)

Town sees hike
In tax receipts

By Ken Stern

Looking pretty good: La Conner’s $65,990 in
October sales tax revenue was $387 above 2023’s
and only $658 below 2022’s October record high.
These are August’s funds, reported by the state’s
Department of Revenue on a two-month time lag.

The $542,101 total for the year is 89% of 2023’s
estimate. It is almost certain that the town will beat
it forecast of $609,181. This is the fourth month in a
row that sales tax revenues are above $60,000.

When sales tax revenues are high, so is the
fire department’s tax fund. The $6,589 collected
bested 2022’s previous high by $30. It is also the
fourth month in a row above $6,000. The fund is at
107.8%, $3,880 above the budget’s projection of
$50,000.

Lots of folks stayed more nights in August: the
$27,828 in hotel/motel taxes was the highest ever,
topping $27,000 for the first time. The total is $3,066
and 12.4% above last year.

The $24,342 in real estate excise tax revenue rais-
es this fund to 167% of the $72,000 total projected
for the year.

The $22,305.55 collected in property tax puts the
year’s total at 61% of projections. November has
been one of the three highest months for this tax.

The water fund is at 93% for the year and will
likely be above annual budget income projections.
Revenue from the three wastewater operations funds
is $230,490, close to matching monthly averages.

Once again, town fund revenues are trending to
exceed the budget’s forecast while expenditures will
be less than expected. The town’s facilities fund, at
80% of planned expenditures, is the only one of the
14 funds close to matching its annual expenses. The
water fund, at 73% is the only other fund above 70%
of expenditures. Collectively, the funds are at 56%
of projected expenses. While the 14 funds revenues
are also below projections, the town will finish
2024 in the black if the income and expenses trends
continue.

Retail and hotel tax totals are based on August
collection from town stores and online purchases de-
livered to La Conner addresses and reported to town
council from the Department of Revenue.

Town council held its first 2025 budget
discussions Tuesday. It intends to pass a budget at its
Dec. 10 meeting.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal year.
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Our democracy at work

Even voting for the right is doing nothing for it.
— Henry Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience,”” 1848

We — the American people — had an election on Nov. 5 and our
democracy worked. That is, our system of voting — which started in
most states weeks earlier and which in some states the final counts will
not be finished for another week or two — brought out over 155 million
people to express their opinion.

This year, this election, Donald Trump collected the most votes as
well as a smashing victory in the Electoral College.

Trump met the needs of 77-plus million people who decided to vote
for him. Kamala Harris and the Democratic Party met the needs of
fewer people. The Democrats message and platform did not resonate
with millions of people who chose to stay home.

As we have heard, seen and read, people across the nation enthusias-
tically cast their ballot for the Republican candidate. His message was
clear and consistent. Trump speaks authentically, candidly and in plain
language. What the public saw and heard they decided they wanted,
and 77 million marked their ballots thus.

His words were specific and concrete. Immigrants will be deported.
He will go after those he sees as his enemy. Inflation is Joe Biden’s
fault and Harris failed to improve the lives of Americans.

Trump hammered away at fears. He played to and shaped people’s
beliefs. His rhetoric stoked them as he engaged their feelings. He
stroked them and they held their enthusiasm for him.

The threat of immigrants Trump created is more real to tens of
millions than the existential actual effects of climate change.

Making the case that Trump’s arguments are not factual and people’s
beliefs are not necessarily true is not a winning proposition. People
know what they feel. Many do not seek and embrace facts to feel better.
They latch onto concepts that worry them.

In contrast, Harris chose not to connect the very real facts of the di-
saster of Hurricane Helene to championing the need for climate change
policies in Georgia and North Carolina to voters devastated by the very
real impact climate change had on them.

The election showed that people are more worried about fears made
concrete — immigrants and inflation — than the concept fascism and an
abstract future of losing democracy. People feel and react to their fears.
They are not motivated by the possibility of hope, which Harris did not
emphasize.

Donald Trump convinced people that he alone can fix it, whatever
“it” is. That is the one abstract concept that 77 million choose to be-
lieve. His delivery has always been simple, stark and consistent. Truth
is not the issue. Trump makes his presence real, making himself the
most concrete being on the planet. He has been aggressively marketing
himself for nine years. People have embraced his brand.

Consider this hypothetical: without the COVID 19 pandemic, Trump
may have readily won the 2020 election. If Trump had competently
managed the pandemic, he almost certainly would have won in 2020,
perhaps in a landslide.

This is definitely true: Some 8 million fewer people voted this year
than in 2020 when Biden got 82 million votes and Trump 74 million.

Trump increased his vote totals by a miniscule amount, by about 3
million tallies, to 77 million votes at most. Harris will total over 74 mil-
lion and perhaps pass 75 million votes. The popular vote contest will be
close when all the counting is complete.

Some 6 to 8 million people from 2020 chose not to vote and tens
of millions more didn’t bother at all. There are 244 million registered
voters in 2024.

Voters elected a Black person president in 2008. How likely is it that
millions vowed to never make that mistake again and that millions are
motivated to prevent that from happening again? How many will not
vote for a woman?

If democracy is voting, that is what happened Nov. 5. If democracy
is a process, then people have the challenge of Benjamin Franklin’s an-
swer to the question. “Will it be a Republic or a monarchy?” His 1789
response is in front of us this moment: “A Republic, if you can keep it.”

This is where the informed, engaged public, the masses of people —
you — enter, occupy and hold the public square. Or we don’t.

— Ken Stern

Last week’s editorial was wrong in stating that “Kamala Harris will
win the national popular count.” The editor assumed more than 156
million people — the 2020 presidential turnout — would vote. Instead,
when another 4 million California ballots are counted, the 2024 turn-
out will be just over 152 million — almost 5 million fewer voters than
in 2020. The editor’s analysis is that Harris’s popular vote victory
evaporated because 5 million people stayed home. The editor regrets
not knowing that fact when he finished his editorial on Nov. 4.

Browning-Brocksmith contest.
\oter turnout statewide is

estimated to be over 77%, some

3.9 million citizens of just over 5

Election updates
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Wesen has a 14,268-vote lead
and 63.5% of the vote to Hope
Island resident Rylee Fleury’s
36.2%. This will be Wesen’s fifth
term since 2008.

Browning has won a second
term, leading Mount \Vernon City
Councilmember Richard Brock-
smith 60.1% to 39.6%. He has a
10,825-vote lead after Saturday’s
tallies. Almost 800 more votes,

a total of 52,985 were cast in the

million registered voters. Skagit
County election staff estimate
over 69,000, 78% of the county’s
88,818 registered voters, have
cast ballots. The Weekly News
estimates that 79.9% of Island
County citizens will vote and
that 78.5% of Snohomish County
citizens cast ballots.

All three counties posted vote
tally updates at the end of the
work day Tuesday.

Biomass offers great energy potential

By Greg Whiting

Most of what | write in this
space is about innovations in
electric generation and storage,
because that’s where the biggest
market changes are happening.

Innovations that will increase
the use of renewable energy are
also happening for liquid and
gas fuels. Renewable liquid
and gas fuels are derived from
“biomass,” which is exactly
what it sounds like: biologically
derived matter. Plant materi-
als (agricultural wastes, waste
paper, purpose-grown crops)
and animal-related waste materi-
als can all be converted into a
variety of fuels.

Biologically derived fuels can
be used directly for heat, such as
burning wood in a fireplace.

Renewable natural gas can be
produced by processing manure
and other animal byproducts in
a digester. Farmers in countries
with limited power infrastruc-
ture have long used this tech-
nique to produce natural gas for
home electric generators and for
water heating.

Biomass can be converted into
electric energy, via gasification
that produces a fuel that can be
used in a generator, or via direct
combustion to produce heat to
boil water and run a generation
turbine. Significant work is un-
derway to improve the flexibil-
ity, scale, cost and accessibility
of technologies like digesters

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We are the crown
of our destruction

My fellow mammal mates,
the Earth has been struck with
the equivalent of the comet that
took out the dinosaurs 65 mil-
lion years ago. Yet life did not
give up. The Earth has suffered
many extinctions (five major
ones). We are now living in the
sixth extinction referred to as
the Anthropocene.

In geological history, 99 per-
cent of everything that has lived
has been wiped out. The tree of
life is not a towering, lofty oak
tree or redwood. The tree of life
is a crust that has been beaten
and burned and stumped on. Yet
life goes on.

Some think humans are the
crown of creation but now
humans have become the crown
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and gasifiers. Research is also
underway to develop new tech-
niques to use biomass in various
types of electrical generation
and heating equipment. Some of
these innovations are starting to
gain commercial traction, e.g.,
small-scale machines that can
convert shipboard wastes to heat
or electricity, thus reducing the
need for fossil fuels and reduc-
ing the long-standing process of
throwing garbage overboard.

Liquid fuels can be produced
through fermentation (e.g., of
corn or sugar cane) to produce
ethanol. Biomass like vegetable
oil waste from restaurants can
also be converted into biodiesel
and used in trucks.

As | mentioned a few weeks
ago in a column about aircraft,
it’s even possible to combine
renewable electricity, water and
a source of carbon to synthe-
size highly refined products
like gasoline, diesel or jet fuel.
These products don’t have to be
derived from petroleum — they
can be manufactured, and they
can even be renewable if the
sources of carbon and electricity
are renewable. They can be used
as direct substitutes for conven-

of our own destruction. Never-
theless, there are and have been
many glorious and wonderful
humans and it seems that dark
and tragic times bring out the
best in some people. Granted
the percentage may be small but
it has taken six generations of
stars to make the raw materials
of life.

How many fish perished when
trying to get away from the
predators in the deep ocean?
Probably billions but some
made it and changed the surface
of the Earth and the composition
of the sky. I won’t say forever.
There is no forever in geological
history.

In the human world, hubris
and arrogance has always been
our downfall. All such con-
structs lasts the shortest time
and an orb of hubris will outdo
them all. In the meantime, we

tional fuels. The U.S. Air Force
has proven that such fuels work
in fighter jets.

Wood chips, corn stover,
leaves and similar plant-based
waste products from crops that
are already being grown can
offer farmers a potential new
source of revenue, if the infra-
structure is developed to use
these waste materials as energy.
A more controversial idea, since
it has the potential to put food
crops into competition with en-
ergy crops, is to grow biomass
crops. Specific fast-growing
crops, like switchgrass, can be
harvested annually and con-
verted into energy. If the land
used for energy crops would
otherwise not be used for food
crops, this potential conflict
isn’t relevant.

Biomass as a renewable energy
source is intended to be carbon
neutral. When biomass is burned,
it releases carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere, just like fossil
fuels. However, the difference is
that the carbon released during
the combustion of biomass was
recently absorbed by plants
through photosynthesis.

If the cycle is maintained, i.e.,
if the biomass is replenished,
biomass can theoretically re-
lease no new net carbon emis-
sions. However, for biomass
to be truly sustainable, the rate
of biomass production has to
match or exceed the rate of
consumption.
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Please write! Letters
to the editor of up to 350
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columns.
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are edited for clarity and
style.
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the people need to evolve our
heart and mind for whatever the
next phase of beingness to find
the greater angels of our nature.
Bruce Lindsay
La Conner

Lona Wilbur
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White House.

Wilbur was twice invited to
Obama’s Chicago headquarters
and attended his 2009 and 2013
inaugural ceremonies, including
the official ball.

She was also in the room to
hear the legendary late civil
rights leader and congressman
John Lewis address the DNC’s
Native American caucus.

During one national conven-
tion, Wilbur entered the hall with
Madeleine Albright, secretary of
state from 1997-2001.

“I saw all the cameras come at
her and I got in walking with her
as if | was part of her entourage,”
said Wilbur.

Her entry into the political
world came as a student when
social studies teacher Vince
Sellen registered Wilbur to vote.
A relative stressed to her the
importance of voting, advice

she took to heart and has not
forgotten.
Now a youthful 66, Wil-
bur said she had the ideal
role models in her elders.
Her great-grandfather, Jimmy
Charles, was elected to the
Swinomish Senate in 1934. Her
grandfather, Ray Charles, was
a tribal leader who represented
Swinomish when the Rainbow
Bridge was dedicated in 1957.
Wilbur’s paternal grandpar-
ents, Laura and Tandy Wilbur
Sr., were personal friends and
confidants of Washington’s pow-
erful U.S. Sens. Warren Magnu-
son and Henry “Scoop” Jackson
and Gov. Albert Rosellini. They
were on the convention floor in
1960 when John F. Kennedy was
nominated to run for president.
“Somehow,” she reflected,
“l knew this and after growing
up it became my lifelong desire
to be an elected delegate to the
Democratic National Convention
like my grandparents. I first ran
when I was 28. I was a newbie

and didn’t win. It was very, very
competitive. Then, at 48, in
2004, 1 decided I have to do this
and made it my mission to pre-
vail and not take a back seat.”

She’s been in the front seat of
history ever since.

Over the past two decades
Wilbur has been a state
Democratic committee member,
the Second Congressional
District’s representative on
the party’s executive board
and logged two terms during
the Obama years as state
representative with the DNC.

Her latest foray into the polit-
ical realm occurred has been her
selection as the Second District’s
Democratic Party elector from a
handful of candidates.

“I’m very thrilled, as with
all my life’s commitments to
working for our Washington
state Democratic Party, with this
position as elector,” Wilbur said
prior to the election. “This is one
I have not held and was yet to
do.”
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Emergency management commission stresses communication

By Bill Reynolds

Communication was the word
that resonated at the Nov. 5 La
Conner Emergency Management
Commission meeting.

Commissioners continued their
review of a draft Community
Emergency Management Plan,
which communicates strategies
for dealing with natural disasters
and provides a risk analysis of
each potential scenario — from
earthquakes and flooding to fires
and tsunamis.

“It’s a work in progress,” com-
missioner Jerry George called the
draft plan, due for approval by
the end of the year.

Fine tuning the plan has been a
priority this year.

“We need to have a document
that people are familiar enough
with that when an event occurs,
they don’t have to thumb through
it,” George said. “The CEMP
provides legal context in ways
that people can act.”

Mayor Marna Hanneman
attended the 70-minute meeting.
She reported that George as
featured speaker at the Nov. 2
Meet the Mayor meeting led to
a robust conversation on “what
we as individuals can do in an
emergency.”

Individual preparedness is es-
sential when it comes to disasters

and emergencies. George empha-
sized: “In emergency situations
we could be on our own because
(first responder) resources can be
tied up.”

Town Administrator Scott
Thomas passed out copies of a
user-friendly communications
plan that encourages individuals
and families to develop con-
tact lists that can be referenced
during an emergency. Posting
the list in a central location of
one’s home and carrying a copy
in a backpack, purse or wallet is
recommended.

The plan urges families to
have regular household meet-
ings to review and practice the

steps they’ll need to take in an
emergency.

“It’s really well laid out,”
Thomas said.

Hanneman said she would
devote her next Meet the Mayor
program, on Feb. 8, to emergen-
cy communications and training.
She envisions the gathering
addressing the communications
plan, emergency action strategies
and making available “grab-and-
go” home disaster Kits.

In the event of a major emer-
gency, when regular lines of
communication are interrupted,
public kiosks and signage could
prove vital, commissioners said.

“We have to have communi-

cation that you don’t have to go
to a meeting for, go online for or
read the paper for,” Commission
Chair Doug Asbe said.

George provided a brief update
on neighborhood mapping, the
process of gathering key infor-
mation from households intended
to aid emergency responders,
saying his own neighborhood
will pick up its mapping cam-
paign after the holidays.

Hanneman said she has named
Brianna Wilson to fill a commis-
sion vacancy and that the town
council will vote to confirm her
at its Nov. 11 meeting.

One spot remains open on the
five-member advisory board.

Planning commission approves transportation comp plan update

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Planning
Commission forwarded one rec-
ommended comprehensive plan
update to the town council but ta-
bled action on another during its
Nov. 5 public meeting at Maple
Hall.

Commissioners were unani-
mous in advancing updates to
the comp plan’s transportation
element, including language
addressing electric vehicle
charging stations. The element,
reviewed every five years, will
eventually include a Transpor-
tation Improvement Program
schedule.

Deferred was a draft parks and
recreation chapter to determine
the exact number of park prop-
erties in La Conner — believed
to be between 29 and 32 — and
if the south end Jenson prop-
erty should be included in that
inventory.

Input from the parks commis-
sion will be sought.

Commission Chair Bruce
Bradburn said his counterpart
at parks, Ollie Iverson, had
conducted exhaustive research to
develop the inventory.

“It’s a detailed inventory,”
Bradburn said. “Ollie said it was
very educational, that he found
we had a couple of parks he

didn’t know we had.”

Consultant Tom Beckwith
provided a brief update on the re-
vitalization plan for the underuti-
lized former south end industrial
area.

Now owned by Triton Amer-
ica, the site is recognized for
the dilapidated late 19th century
Moore Clark warehouse and
nearby freezer building.

“We’re still working with the
landowners to make this a friend-
ly and collaborative process,”
said town assistant planner Ajah
Eills.

Beckwith said there have been
105 responses to an online sur-
vey seeking public input on the

future of the 4-acre subarea, now
zoned commercial transitional.

“We’ll leave it up for another
week or two,” Beckwith said.

Beckwith said there is interest
by numerous entities to relocate
to La Conner’s south end, sev-
eral related to creative arts and
instruction and various housing
initiatives.

Many ideas have already
emerged.

Beckwith said that an interior
frame would likely be needed
to salvage the freezer building,
which could then house an arts
complex. The warehouse, he
noted, could be dismantled and
rebuilt and marketed as a con-

vention center.

Some suggested reopening
South Second Street with enough
off-street parking to free up the
town’s paid parking lot for mixed
income housing.

Beckwith pointed to what he
called the “untapped potential”
of the south end waterfront to
accommodate roundtrip charter
vessels from Seattle.

All options for the properties
under study will be entertained
before his team embarks on a
feasibility phase, he said.

The Beckwith group is funded
through a state planning grant
and its work will run through the
end of December.

Rain Report —

It’s another soggy October
with above-average rainfall

By Ken Stern

And the rain kept falling as
October turned to November,
with another inch Nov. 1-2. That
more than matched the previous
six days, 0.8 inches Oct. 26-31.
Yet it was not the month’s wet-
test week: 2.5 inches came down
Oct. 14-21. The 1.2 inches Oct.
19 was the most rain; 2 inches
fell Oct. 18-21.

But rain has been common in
October this century. The 4.2
inches of precipitation is only
the ninth wettest of 11 years
of 4-plus inches of rain. Six of
those years have been since 6.1
inches fell 2014, the wettest year
since 2000. This year’s rainfall
is 0.7 inches above October’s
century average of 3.5 inches.

The 1.1 inches in 2002 is the
least October rain this century.

The 27.6 inches of rain year-
to-date is almost 4 inches more
than the century average and 13
inches more rain than through
October in 2023.

No precipitation or tempera-
ture records were set last month.

The daily average temperature
of 51.5 degrees and the daily
average low temperature of 44.4
degrees were each about 0.3

Rain Report: October

All totals in inches.

Rainfall in Oct: 4.2

Number of rain days: 18

Rain Oct. 27-Nov. 2: 1.8

Least rain, one day: 0.01, 3
days

Most rain, one day: 1.2, Oct. 19
Least rain: 1.07, 2002

Most rain: 6.07, 2014

Average rainfall, Oct. 2000-
2024: 3.5

Rainfall last month, Sept.: 2.0
Data from WSU Mount Vernon.

within the century’s averages.
The daily average maximum
temperature of 59.2 degrees was
1.9 degrees above the average
since 2000.

It did not frost, with the
month’s low 37.3 Oct. 25, one of
four mornings below 40 degrees.
In 2023, two record lows were
set for their dates.

The month’s high temperatures
of 69.3 Oct. 7 and 69.6 Oct. 13
were the only days above 65
degrees.

Measurements and data are at
Washington State University’s
Mount Vernon weather station on
Memorial Highway.

Ivy removal
= = = (from page 1)

a continuing effort before it gets
too miserable. This is a good vol-
unteer project. You can pull the
ivy out and it won’t come back if
you get the roots.”

Phillips knows well of what he
speaks.

He’s done much invasive
plant eradication during a career
that included four years with the
San Francisco Parks and Recre-

ing. Phillips and Ritchie appreci-
ated the participation.

“There’s plenty of work to go
around,” said Ritchie, scoping
out next month’s work area.

“I’m happy to have so many
people here,” Phillips said. “I
hope to do this during fall and
winter for years to come.”

Port of Skagit appoints new commissioner

The Port of Skagit Commis-
sion has appointed Melanie
Mankamyer as port commission-
er for District 2. The position
became vacant after the sudden
passing of longtime Port Com-
missioner Steve Omdal on Sept.
28.

Mankamyer is a newly retired
professional engineer and former
partner in Wilson Engineering.
Her 28 years of experience as a
civil engineer provided her with
vast experience in public works
projects, developing long-term
capital improvement plans,
conceptual project plans and
budgets, all of which are relevant
and significant to the work of the
Port of Skagit.

“The level of interest and
the caliber of talented appli-
cants were impressive, and the
commission is grateful for such
a robust response to the vacan-
cy,” Port Commission President
Mahlon Hull said. “Melanie

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

Mankamyer is a critical thinker
who is well qualified for this
role, based on her experience
with land development, capital
planning and public projects, as
well as her community involve-
ment. She is very well suited
for this governance role as port
commissioner for District 2.”

Mankamyer’s appointment
represents a historic moment for
the Port of Skagit, as she will be
the first female commissioner to
serve for the port district in its
60-year history.

“My interest in becoming a
port commissioner stems from

my long admiration of the work
the port has accomplished in
creating jobs and business op-
portunities for our community,”
Mankamyer said.

She was sworn into office at
the Nov. 12 port commission
meeting. She will serve out the
remainer of the current term
until the next general election, in
November 2025, at which time
she could run for election to the
office. The candidate elected in
the 2025 general election will
serve out the remainder of the
current term through 2029.

Source: Port of Skagit

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

“l sure hope we can

keep the newspaper intown...”

| bet you've heard that too.

We’ve got something you can do about it.

What you may already know is this independently owned community
newspaper will cease publication Dec. 18 when editor Ken Stern retires. A
volunteer Board is working to ensure a continuing presence for objective,
local news in the form of the newly emerging “La Conner Community
News.” What you may not know is that it’s not a done deal, much is yet to

be done.

Why do we need an independent media

source?

= [t allows you to make informed decisions
= It holds leaders accountable
= It allows for a diversity of opinions

....all free of government influence

ation Department. That’s when
he met his wife, Catey Ritchie,
whose metaphorical roots
extend to La Conner’s founding
family.

Here's how you can help:
An environmental science grad 1.

Make a financial pledge
2. Write a check (any size will do)
3. Ask your friends to do the same

from Western Washington Uni-
versity on staff with the Swin-
omish Indian Tribal Community,
Ritchie was among the volun-
teers who gathered at Pioneer
Park Saturday morning.

Also pitching in was La
Conner artist Maggie Wilder,
who previously led the volunteer
effort to restore the murals at
Pioneer Park beneath Rainbow
Bridge.

A steady stream of volunteers
continued to arrive on the park’s
north side throughout the morn-

Then what?

We’ll hold funds in a local bank account until actual transition of the
newspaper takes place.

Questions? Get up to speed via our Facebook page, then send email to
LaConnerCommunityNews@gmail.com and we’ll be pleased to connect.

Got your checkbook out?
Mail to La Conner Community News,
PO Box 1195 PMB10, La Conner WA 98257
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Young Life
ministry’s

fundraiser
Is so sweet

By Bill Reynolds

Life may be just a bowl of
cherries, but Young Life offers a
full range of desserts.

That was borne out once again
during the annual Young Life
Dessert fundraiser at La Conner
Elementary School Sunday night.

The event is held here each
November to provide financial
support for students who attend
Young Life summer camps, an
experience master of ceremonies
Peter Voorhees, a La Conner
High School teacher and coach,
described as life changing.

Young Life donors filled the
elementary school’s commons
area for a 90-minute program
that featured game show-type
contests, raffles and testimoni-
als. Desserts were prepared and
served by La Conner culinary
arts students.

The main ingredients at Sun-
day’s gathering were fun and fel-
lowship. At one point, donor Tim
Goodman bid $100 for a small
container of ice cream to go with
dessert, then shared it with other
attendees. Goodman later paid
$150 for a jar of honey.

“We’ve been able to send quite
a few kids to camp and that’s no
small feat,” Voorhees said, citing
a working partnership between
the La Conner and Swinomish
communities.

Debbie Thulen said that the
local Young Life chapter sent its
largest number ever of middle
school students to camp last
summer.

Young Life is a Christian
ministry devoted to diversity and
whose outreach helps students
grow their faith.

“We appreciate what you do,”
said guest speaker J.J. Wilbur,
Swinomish Indian Tribal Com-
munity senator, Fire District 13
commissioner and La Conner
School Board member. “You

CRAMMED FULL OF PRIZES — Lynette Cram was one of the lucky
prize winners at the annual Young Life Dessert fundraiser at La Conner
Elementary School on Nov. 10. That's Kevin Carlton, left, who appears

to have won a free hair dye and styling session.

— Photo by Karla Reynolds

in their lives.”

The Bibles presented to
campers were purchased with
funds donated by La Conner

help these kids grow and build a
foundation to carry them through
life.”

\Voorhees cited La Conner
alum Kenneth Cayou. He was
active in Young Life as a student,
served eight years in the U.S.
Navy and now volunteers as a La
Conner chapter leader.

“Kenneth went off and served
his country and has come back
to serve his community,” said
\Voorhees.

Another Young Life volunteer
in La Conner, Kevin Carlton,
noted how campers asked him
which chapters of the Bible they
should read. He suggested the
four gospels.

“After they finished reading
those,” Carlton recalled, “they
asked me what they should read
next, and | said Acts and Romans
would be good. Then, after that,
they again asked what they
should read next. So, the seeds
were planted, and God is at work

Janie Beasley. She said the
Soroptimists’ award included
$500 to be used for support of a
local charity.

La Conner student camper
Yandel Rojas said one of his
goals now is to read from the
Bible daily.

High school senior Josie
Adams said she saw the positive
impact Young Life has on
students.

La Conner graduate Gordy
Burks related how students have
repeatedly told him that attend-
ing summer camp “was the best
thing I’ve ever done in my life.”

Burks said Young Life helps
teach students what direction
they can choose when life gets
tough.

Life in La Conner was any-
thing but tough Sunday night. A
steady diet of pie, brownies, ice
cream and laughter made sure of
that.

Soroptimists Ruby Award winner

La Conner girls claim state
2B volleyball tourney berth

By Bill Reynolds

They’re back.

The young and resilient La
Conner High School volleyball
team, twice on the brink of
post-season elimination, swept
Auburn Adventist and Orcas
Island on Nov. 9 to preserve the
program’s long streak of state
tournament appearances.

La Conner (15-11) faces
top-seeded and undefeated Adna
in first-round state 2B action at
11:45 a.m. today (Wednesday) in
the Yakima SunDome.

La Conner has captured
multiple state net crowns, its last
in 2022. The Braves are seeded
16th in the 16-team field after
placing second in the Northwest
Bi-District Tournament with
successive loser-out victories
over Auburn and Orcas at Landy
James Gym.

The Braves, with just one
senior on the roster — defensive
specialist Addison Wigal — had
defeated Forest Ridge before
losing on the road to unbeaten
Coupeville (18-0) in opening
round bi-district play Nov. 7.

Coupeville arrives in Yakima
seeded fifth, including three
consecutive triumphs over La
Conner. Coupeville faces No.

12 seed Tonasket at 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday.

In Adna, La Conner meets
another foe with an unblemished
record. The Pirates have dropped
just seven sets the entire regular
season, two of those coming in
a 3-2 thriller with No. 2 seed
Manson two months ago.

Adna’s only setbacks in 2024
have been two non-counting
invitational tournament decisions
in September to Idaho 5A pro-
grams Lewiston and Lakeland.

Aaliyah Gonzalez gets a dig.

The winner of the La Conner-
Adna match advances to face Tri-
Cities Prep or Liberty Spangle.
The losers of these two pairings
meet in an elimination match at
5:15 p.m. Wednesday.

To reach Yakima again, head
coach Pam Keller’s charges
defeated Auburn in straight sets,
then secured a 3-1 verdict against
Orcas in the Nov. 9 elimination
home doubleheader.

La Conner freshman Abi Poul-
ton filled the stat sheet against
Orcas with 13 kills, 13 digs, 10
assists, three aces and a block.

Maeve McCormick recorded
18 digs, 12 kills, two aces and an
assist. Nora McCormick contrib-
uted nine digs and seven Kills.
Mia Delage chipped in three kills
and two digs.

Reese Bird fueled the home
team attack with 21 assists, seven
digs, four aces and two Kills.

Libero Addison Keller finished
with 12 digs, three aces and an
assist. Aaliyah Gonzalez had a
dozen digs and an ace.

Wigal likewise extended rallies
with 11 digs. Additionally, she
notched three Kills and an ace.

Braves draw tough soccer first round

By Bill Reynolds

The 14th-seeded La Conner
High School girls’ soccer team
has a tall mountain to climb in
this year’s post-season format.

And that’s on several levels.

Not only have the Braves (5-
7-2) drawn No. 3 Cle Elum-Ro-
slyn in first round state playoff
action today, but La Conner must
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It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas!
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2024 Best of Skagit:
Chowder, Fish & Chips and Outdoor Dining.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining
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Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Open Daily to Everyone
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« Downtown Mount Vernon . skagitfoodcoop.com

play the loser-out match on the
Warriors” home pitch on the east
slope of the Cascades.

The winner of the contest (5
p.m. Nov. 13) advances to play
the victor between No. 11 Adna
and No. 6 Mount Vernon Chris-
tian with the date and location to
be determined.

La Conner lost 5-0 to Mount
Vernon Christian (12-3-1) on
Nov. 6. and dropped a hard-
fought 3-2 verdict to the Hurri-
canes Oct. 11 at Whittaker Field.

Prior to its meeting with
Mount Vernon Christian last
week, La Conner edged host Au-
burn Adventist 2-1 on Nov. 4.

Meanwhile, Cle Elum-Roslyn
(16-2) has won its last five
matches by shutout, defeating
those teams by a combined 22-0
margin.

The Eastern Washington team
is coming off a 3-0 triumph last
Saturday over Highland, which it
outscored 12-1 over four clashes
in 2024.

Cle Elum-Roslyn has enjoyed
much success in recent seasons,
having reeled off an 18-game
winning streak a year ago. Even
so, La Conner’s first-round state
opponent is fairly young with
just two seniors — defender Nora
Nicholls and forward Olivia
Colder — on its roster.

La Conner, under second-year
head coach Maddie Huscher,
counters with a roster of three
eighth graders, five freshmen,
five sophomores, three juniors
and seniors Kendall Lee, Lydia
Grossglass, Bailey Smith and
Lily Dougliss.

LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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Theater review —

NITE's ‘Legally Blonde’ makes case for pink

By Ken Stern
and Sally Riggers

Fans of the movie “Legally
Blonde” will know to wear pink
to NITE Theater’s production of
“Legally Blonde: The Musical”
which opened last Friday and
plays at the Lincoln Theatre
weekends through Nov. 24.

Bring daughters and grand-
daughters to this spirited, upbeat
and nonstop fast-paced, energetic
show.

From the opening number
“Omigod You Guys,” there is a
20th century feminist fairy tale
vibe. This is also a group jour-
ney, with the Delta Nu sorority
sisters, a portion of the ensemble
cast — youthful, primarily female
and all confident — filling the
stage.

Elle (a savvy and self-assured
Daisy Youngquist) leads the
UCLA cheer squad —and is a
fashion merchandising graduate
who will sing and dance her way
into making you cheer for her.

Her beau Warner (Rob

Neeleman) has ambitions to use
Harvard Law School as a launch
pad to becoming a senator.
He and Elle sing “Serious”
separately and together at a cafe.
She is looking for a proposal.

But when he sings “I got some

dreams to make true. / It’s time
to be serious” he is leaving her
behind.

So the quest begins, the
Princess in pursuit of her Prince
Charming and undeterred by the
challenges of a Valley Girl cheer-
leader storming the formidable
walls and traditions of Harvard.

Elle gets admitted on the
strength of her cheerleading
skills, offering a very different
spin on multicultural diversity.

Law professor Callahan (Luke
Dooley; good voice) is tough,
telling his students they need a
“Blood in the Water” instinct to
succeed, singing to the class.

Elle calls on her Greek
Chorus — dressed in all white —
which only she can see —a nice
touch — for guidance. She needs
them. Warner has a new steady,
fellow student Vivienne (Abigail
Hanson; good voice). Elle at
Harvard?

She decides to dye her hair to
fit in, leading to meeting Paulette
(Ireland Woods; good voice) at
her salon. Paulette is working
class, tough and Irish. She sings
“Ireland” and we learn her story.

The plot thickens as Elle gets
tutoring from Emmett (Mason
Beaver), a projects kid who
worked hard to advance to Cal-
lahan’s assistant as a third-year

student. With his tutelage, Elle
wins an internship to assist in a
murder case.

The defendant, Brooke (Rachel
Kuenzi) is a fitness instructor.
The show-stopping number is
“Bend and Snap,” with lighted
jump ropes and great choreogra-
phy. It starts in a workout studio
and then cuts to a fitness class in
prison.

With her Valley Girl nature,
Elle has insights that win the
court case. She’s the hero,
matures, finishes law school and
becomes class valedictorian. Oh,
and she wins Emmett, proposing
to him on her knee.

This fairy tale is one dimen-
sional and predictable, but it
sings optimistic joy the entire
way. As a fairy tale, the morals
are obvious:

Stop thinking about yourself
and care more about others. Get
off your high horse. Take respon-
sibility for your actions. (or not).
Hard work wins in the end. Be
honest. Follow your heart.

Youngquist shines as the lead
imbuing Valley Girl confidence,
energy and innocence. She han-
dled opening night mic problems
like a pro.

There are two dogs and they
are great.

The nine-person orchestra,

conducted by Jennifer Campbell,
was the best musical part of the
musical.

The choreography, costumes
and ensemble numbers filled the
stage the cast matching Young-
quist’s spirit and energy.

It was great to see the large,
youthful cast perform so confi-
dently and joyfully upbeat.

Alas, too much of the singing
was too loud, one dimensional
and screeching.

Director Kenzie Sharpe kept
the 40-member cast on the move
through numerous scenes and
ensemble numbers.

Katie Jennings is musical di-
rector. Jana Goetsch is choreog-
rapher. Amber Hamilton, Linnie
Scott and Stacy Youngquist were
costumers. The program lists the
too many to name cast, produc-
tion designers and managers.

Producers are Katherine Olson,
Susie Pollino, Stacy Youngquist
and Holly Wood.

“Legally Blonde: The
Musical” opened on Broadway
in 2007. Music and lyrics by
Laurence O’Keefe and Nell
Benjamin and book by Heather
Hach. It earned seven Tony
nominations.

Times and tickets:
lincolntheatre.org.

Dive to sea floor, climb peaks of regional volcanoes

After being sidelined by
COVID-19 in 2020, the popular
Friends of the Salish Sea lecture
series is back on the big screen in
Anacortes.

Florian Graner, world-re-
nowned diver, biologist and cin-
ematographer, kicks off Lecture
Series 2.0 with “Beneath the
Salish Sea,” 7 p.m. Friday, Nov.
15. Graner enthralled a lecture
series audience in 2012.

Graner is the founder of
Sealife Productions, a wildlife
documentary production compa-
ny. A Ph.D. marine biologist spe-
cializing in marine mammals, he
brings extensive subject knowl-
edge to his cinematography.

His wide-ranging credits
include the Monterey Bay
episode of the Netflix series,
“Our Great National Parks,”
narrated by Barack Obama;
two seasons of Animal Planet’s
“River Monsters with Jeremy

We have Scone
Lady scones!

Enjoy one with a
coffee or cocoal!

RMQMA‘HM'

CANDLE COMPANY

Raven's Cup Coffee & Art Gallery

It's cocoa season!

Stop by Raven’s Cup for a delicious
cocoa made with chocolate from Forte
of Mt. Vernon, an award-winning choc-

olatier! Chocolate bars and truffles

also available!
106 S. 1st St
Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Wade;” CBC’s “Wild Canadian
Year;” BBC’s “Pacific Abyss,”
“Amazon Abyss” and “The Blue
Planet;” and National Geograph-
ic’s “America’s National Parks:
Olympic” for a German docu-
mentary company.

A good idea catches fire

The lecture series originated
in 2005 as a class project in the
Washington State University
Beach Watchers program, an
eight-week curriculum that
trained citizen scientists and
volunteers to support marine and
near-shore ecosystems.

Recognizing the public’s
keen interest in the local marine
environment, class members
launched the lecture series to
connect a knowledge-hungry
public with regional experts on
environmentally oriented topics.
Responsibility for the annual lec-
ture series was assumed in 2014

Wattch
Trailer]

7128, 1st St - Mount Vernon  @Es2©
360.336.8955 [t
lincolntheatre.org

L

B
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presh

by Friends of Skagit Beaches,
a local nonprofit, when WSU
ended its sponsorship.

In 2006, 80 people showed up
at the Anacortes Public Library
to attend the first lecture, a his-
torical and cultural look at “The
Changing Shorelines of Fidalgo
Island,” given by Russel Barsh of
the Kwiaht-Center for the Histor-
ical Ecology of the Salish Sea.

The rest of the series:
 Jan. 17, 2025, Cynthia

N[ ¢—————o-amm— 122

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,

Art, Antiques, More~
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11AM-5PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
7 ¢————mmo-am—y [

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

= Desks

= Lamps

= Garden Art

* Wooden Toys

= Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
= Collectible Wooden Bowls

= PNW-Themed Gifts
= End Tables & More!

Stop by our showroom today!
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 ¢ 360-424-8455

www.NWFF.com
919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Gardner, “Our Regional
\olcanoes.”

» Feb. 21, Tim Carpenter, “The
Giant Pacific Octopus.”

» March 21, John Calambokidis,
“Pacific Gray Whales.”
Lectures are at 7 p.m. at the

Northwest Educational Service

District, 1601 R Ave., Anacortes.

More at friendsofsalishsea.org/

lecture-series.

Submitted by: Friends of the

Salish Sea

COMPOSITE

A&E BRIEFLY

La Conner Swinomish Library
offers holiday ukulele classes,
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Nov. 14, 21, Dec. 5, 12, 19. Learn
to play easy two- and three-chord
songs with Simme Bobrosky.

NITE Theater presents “Legally
Blonde: The Musical,” through
Nov. 24 at the Lincoln Theatre.
Based on the hit movie, follow
the cast of “Legally Blonde: The
Musical” as Elle Woods defies
expectations. Sensory-friendly
performance on Sunday, Nov. 17,
and a pay-what-you-can night

on Thursday, Nov. 21. Advance
reserved tickets: $38 first tier,
$34 second tier, $30 third tier,
$20 fourth tier, plus applicable
fees, available at lincolntheatre.
org/live-theatre-legally-blonde.
No Lincoln Theatre member
discounts.

La Conner Swinomish Library
presents Night Sky Photogra-
phy with acclaimed local pho-
tographer Andy Porter, 5-6 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 21. Learn how to
capture the perfect night sky pho-
tograph. No camera necessary.

Calling all artists and crafters.
La Conner Kiwanis will host their
annual Holiday Craft Show in
conjunction with the Rotary Santa
Breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 7,
in Maple Hall. The craft show will
run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
event is a fundraiser to support
the Kiwanis Club of La Conner.
Space is limited. For booth infor-
mation, email joyzneal@yahoo.
com.

Teen Art Club at Museum of
Northwest Art, 121 S. First St.,
is a free program for grades 6-12,
where you can bring your friends
and your creativity to make art
together and inspire your art. Piz-
za, snacks and art supplies will
be provided. 3-5 p.m. Fridays.

La Conner Swinomish Library.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday, Friday; 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday; 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. Closed
Sunday. Events: www.laconner
swinomishlibrary.org/events-1-1.

FENCES & GATES

e 20-Year Limited Warranty

e Low Maintenance

e Termite & Pest Proof

Now available at:

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA 360-466-4808

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233
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LA CONNER SCHOOL
DISTRICT
NOTICE OF SPECIAL
MEETING PUBLIC
HEARING
INDIAN POLICIES
AND PROCEDURES
FOR FISCAL YEAR
2026
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the La Conner
School District #311 will
hold a special meeting for
a public hearing to review
the La Conner Indian Pol-
icies and Procedures for
Fiscal Year 2026, at 4:45
pm on Monday, November
18, 2024, in the District
Office Board Room, 305
N Sixth St., and via Zoom.
The meeting is open to the
public and comments will
be taken during the public
hearing. Any person may
appear and be heard for or
against any part of the poli-
cies and procedures. Docu-
ments are available on our
website, BoardDocs, in the
district office, or call 360-
466-3171. Written com-
ments must be submitted
by 3:00 p.m. on Monday,
November 18, 2024.

Dave
Superintendent

La Conner School District
No. 311

PO Box 2103 / 305 N 6th
St.

La Conner, WA 98257
Dated this 5th day of No-
vember 2024.
ATTEST:
David
Superintendent
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Nov. 6
and 13, 2024

Cram,

Cram,

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
ESTATE OF
THEO CLINTON
GRIFFETH,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00568-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE
NOTICE
The above Court has ap-
pointed me as Personal
Representative of the Dece-
dent’s estate. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must present the
claim: (a) Before the time
when the claim would be
barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i)
By filing the original of the
claim with the foregoing
Court, and (ii) By serving
on or mailing to me at the
address below a copy of the
claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of:
(a) Thirty (30) days after |
served or mailed this No-
tice as provided in RCW
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b)
Four (4) months after the
date of first publication of
this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within
this time period, the claim
will be forever barred ex-
cept as provided in RCW

11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective for
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and
non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication
of this Notice: October 30,
2024,

/sl

Colleen  Kraft-Griffeth,
Personal Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656

Attorney  for
Representative

314 Pine St., Suite 211

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR
COURT IN THE
SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
IN RE THE ESTATE
OF
GARY LEE RAMSEY
DECEASED.
CASE NO.:24-4-07238-9
SEA
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having a
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW 1
1.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:
October 30, 2024.

Personal Representative:
Randi Ramsey Christensen
Attorney for the Personal
Representative: ~ Michael
Biesheuvel

Address for Mailing or
Service: 114 Second Ave.
S., Suite 101, Edmonds,
WA 98020

Court of probate proceed-
ings and case number: King
County, WA

Law Offices of Kyle G.
Ray, P.S. 114 Second Ave.
S., Suite 101

Edmonds, WA 98020

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

(425) 712-0279

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6 and Nov. 13, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
ESTATE OF
JOE ALLEN
BUCHANAN,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00567-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE
NOTICE
The above Court has ap-
pointed me as Personal
Representative of the Dece-
dent’s estate. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must present the
claim: (a) Before the time
when the claim would be
barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i)
By filing the original of the
claim with the foregoing
Court, and (ii) By serving
on or mailing to me at the
address below a copy of the
claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of:
(a) Thirty (30) days after I
served or mailed this No-
tice as provided in RCW
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b)
Four (4) months after the
date of first publication of
this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within
this time period, the claim
will be forever barred ex-
cept as provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective for
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication
of this Notice: October, 30,
2024,

/sl

Amy Lee Buchanan, Per-
sonal Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656

Attorney for
Representative

314 Pine St., Suite 211

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00556-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD B.
BRUMFIELD,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 30, 2024
Kathryn J. Longfellow
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,

Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00562-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
WAYNE A. JOHNSON,
DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
October 30, 2024

Sally J. Hulbush

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

ANDREW C. SCHUH,
WSBA #47724
Attorneys for
Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE
OF
PAUL E. MONOHON,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-00578-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and

11.40.060.

This bar is effective as
to claims against both the
decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of first publication:
October 30, 2024.

Is/

DOUGLAS S.
THOMPSON

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

By: /s/

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal
Representative

P. O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, and Nov. 13, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00583-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
RANDY J. STEVENS,
DECEASED
The co-personal repre-
sentatives named below
have been appointed as
co-personal representatives
of this estate. Any person
having claim against the
decedent must, before the
time the claim would be
barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of lim-
itations, present the claim
in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to
the co-personal represen-
tatives or the co-personal
representatives’ attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the co-personal repre-
sentatives served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate

and non-probate assets.

Date of first publication:
November 6, 2024

Jake Stevens

Co-Personal
Representative

Kyle Stevens

Co-Personal
Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys for Co-Personal
Representatives

P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Nov. 6,
13, and 20, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT
COUNTY
NO. 24-4-00491-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
MICHAEL W.
LOVERN, DECEASED
The personal represen-
tative named below has
been appointed as personal
representative of this es-
tate. Any person having
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal
representative’s attorney at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days

after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against
both the decedent’s probate
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication:
November 13, 2024

Jeff K. Lovern

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

ANDREW C. SCHUH,
WSBA #47724
Attorneys for
Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Free-
way Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Nov. 13,
20, and 27, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR KING COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
JANET F.
ROSENBERGER,
DECEASED.
CASE NO.: 24-4-07763-1
KNT
NONPROBATE
NOTICETO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.42.030)

The notice agent named
below has elected to give
notice to creditors of the
above-named decedent.
As of the date of the filing
of a copy of this notice
with the court, the notice
agent has no knowledge
of any other person acting
as notice agent or of the
appointment of a personal
representative of the dece-
dent’s estate in the state of
Washington. According to
the records of the court as
are available on the date of
the filing of this notice with
the court, a cause number
regarding the decedent has
not been issued to any other
notice agent and a personal
representative of the dece-
dent’s estate has not been

appointed.

Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.070
by serving on or mailing to
the notice agent or the no-
tice agent’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy
of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with
the court in which the no-
tice agent’s declaration and
oath were filed. The claim
must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty
days after the notice agent
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) four months after
the date of first publication
of the notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW
11.42.050 and 11.42.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
November 13, 2024.

The notice agent declares
under penalty of perjury
under the laws of the State
of Washington on October
31, 2024, that the foregoing
is true and correct.

Attorney for the Notice
Agent:

/sl

Ryan Y Rehberg, WSBA
#32374

18000 International Blvd,
Suite 350

SeaTac, WA 98188

Notice Agent:

Is/

Noelle K. Byfield

13814 Avon Allen Rd

Mt. Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Nov. 13,
20, and 27, 2024.
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Ingredients
serving
spoons
taste

cups sliced

This is a nice,
comforting, one-pan
meal prepared in a
cast-iron skillet. If the
chops are thick, cut
in half. Photo shown
is with the cabbage
and apple, which you
add halfway through
cooking the meal.

By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor
Pork chops with cabbage and apple

» Pork chops, 1 per
* Olive oll, 2 table-
 Salt and pepper, to
» Green cabbage, 2

e Onion, 1/2 cup

sliced
e Apple, 1, sliced,
with skin

Preparation

Rinse pork chops,
pat dry. Add oil to pan
and heat. Add chops,
season with salt and
pepper. Turn over
when browned. Add
onion and scrape pan
to blend pork drip-
pings. Add cabbage,
arrange around each
chop. Slice and core
apple. Place apple on
top. Lower heat and
cook for 30 minutes.
Stir cabbage and ap-
ple as they cook.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

HEADS UP

Northwest Agriculture Safety

Day, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday,

Nov. 14, at Maple Hall, 104

Commercial St., La Conner.

Register at www.gishab.org/

NW-ASD2024. $75 per person,

$10 group discount for five or

more registrants. Lunch and

snacks provided, parking passes

available. English and Spanish

sessions on:

+ Blast sprayer calibration and
configuration

« Tractor safety

¢ Prevent sexual harassment in
agriculture

+ Pesticide labels

* Machine guarding/lock out
tag out

+ Developing an effective acci-
dent prevention program

Presented by Governor’s Indus-

trial Safety and Health Advisory

Board. Info: 888-451-2004 or

info@gishab.org.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish

Library. 520 Morris St., La

Conner. 360-466-3352. www.

laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/

events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays.

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and

Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Saturdays. Closed Sundays.

+ Storytime for Children, 11 a.m.
Fridays.

+ Tech Help Mondays, 3-5 p.m.

Submit an event

Get eyes on your event
in advance! Go to
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit
your event!

Get 30 minutes of one-on-one
technical help. Must register.

+ Computer Basics, 6-7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 15. Basic class
teaching computer operation
and file management.

Mount Vernon Public Library.

New location: 208 W. Kincaid St.,

Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209,

mountvernonwa.gov/175/Library.

+ Virtual Storytime to Go: 9 a.m.
Saturdays.

¢ Virtual Bilingual Storytime: 9
a.m. Sundays.

+ Read Harder Book Club,
noon-1 p.m. second Tuesdays.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, cityofanacortes.org/220/

Library.

 Family Storytime, 10 a.m.
Fridays. For ages birth to 5,
siblings welcome.

* LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

+ Teen Creative Writing, 2-3
p.m. Wednesdays.

Burlington Public Library. 820

Super Crossword WAX SHOP
ACROSS 48 Riddle, part 3 107 End of the 9 Military pupil 47 Nissan model 84 Rescue
1 Cheer shouts 53 More tightly riddle 10 Infant’s sock until 2015 ropes
5 Specialty of packed 111 Directed 11 Northern part 49 More peeved 85 Sleep noisily
Penn & Teller 58 In the habit of 112 In last place, of an urban 50 Amount of 86 Goaded (on)
10 Meddles, 59 Common say area food carried 88 Habitually
with “in” origami birds 113 Plastic wrap 12 Robbins of in a cafeteria lazy sort
15 Golfer Snead 61 Pass on 114 Rock bassist “underground 51 50% 90 Tiny fraction
and politician 62 Durance of Quatro comix” 52 Slashed of a min.
26-Across “Smallville” 116 Stork’s kin 13 Tic- — -toe words of 91 Cat, in Spain
19 On the ocean 66 Astronaut 117 Riddle’s 14 Kind of choice 92 Sound from
20 Port in Japan Buzz answer sheepdog 54 Old soda a 91-Down
21 TV’'s Winfrey 68 Own 124 Fork feature 15 Maalox’s brand 94 Always,
22 “Zip- — 69 Riddle, part 4 125 Extracts juice company 55 Czech, e.g. to poets
-Doo-Dah” 75 Shine from 16 Grown-ups 56 Roof feature 97 Cracks
23 Start of a 76 Alleviation 126 Olympics 17 Créme de — 57 Seedy 98 Extreme fear
riddle 77 Worshiper of award 18 Feels loaves 99 Cello bow
26 Four-term Jah, for short 127 Depraved 24 Furry “hand” 60 Perches rub-ons
Georgia 78 Bits of Viking emperor 25 Slangy 63 3/15, e.g. 100 Liqueur
senator script 128 Wise off to refusals 64 Stiff shirt part flavorings
27 Calf's meat 80 Decelerate 129 Ballerina’s 30 Ray who 65 It's negatively 101 Cramps, e.g.
28 Make a 82 Ultimatum field, in portrayed the charged 102 Sentence
dining ender France scarecrow in 67 Sleep aid structure
surface of 87 Bonuses 130 Affirmative “The Wizard brand 103 — Sea (salt
29 Fastening 89 Riddle, part 5 answers of OZ" 69 Hideous lake in Asia)
bars with 93 Robert of 131 Gas brand in 31 Famed orca, giant 105 1950s Fords
crosspieces “The Canada once 70 Continuous 108 C.S. Lewis
31 Hog hangout Sopranos” 32 Bagel shape change lion
33 Riddle, part 2 95 Twin brother DOWN 34 Faith faction 71 It might be 109 Foe
38 Kotb of of Jacob 1 Coarse 35 Rice-shaped boldface 110 Chevy
morning TV~ 96 Clear mist 2 Campfire pasta 72 Fancy jug Tahoe, e.g.
40 In this place from residue 36 On orabout 73 Prurient 115 Web mag
41 Sun Yat- — 97 Sci-fi writer L. 3 Large amount 37 56, to 74 Capacitance 118 Grassy tract
42 Travel bags — de Camp of medicine Caesar unit 119 Spot
43 Nice scent 101 Place to geta 4 Surfeit 39 In the hub of 79 Broadway’s 120 Spots
45 Government mud wrap 5 Bread 44 One- — “Miss —” 121 Actress Issa
bigwig 104 To be, in 6 Horse relative (brief drama) 81 Edgar 122 52-wk. spans
47 Deer — Toulon 7 Gun, slangily 46 Part of R&R, Allan — 123 Lav, in
(street sign) 106 Sahara-like 8 1950s prez for short 83 Pair for vision Leeds
1 2 (83 |4 5 6 |7 |8 |9 10 |11 [12 |13 [14 15 |16 (17 |18
19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26

28

-

30

33

34 |35 |36

37

42

‘pansasal SYBU ||y "OU| ‘91edIpuAS sainjea Bury 2020

E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

+ Bilingual Storytime, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Fridays. Ages 6
and under with caregivers.

+ Wednesdays of Wonder,
3:30-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays.
Arts and crafts for school-aged
children.

MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 121
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5
p.m. Sunday and Monday.
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Exhibits through Jan. 12:

+ Peter Millett: Built Forms is the
first major institutional survey
of the Seattle artist's work.

¢ Atthe Seam: MoNA's Perma-
nent Collection is an engage-
ment with the collection.

+ Outside In Gallery, Creative
Response to Trauma: A Com-
munity Response. See art and
writing created by survivors of
traumas.

Skagit County Historical Muse-

um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-

ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4

p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current

exhibit through March 2:

+ “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-
deo Bullfighter’ and the History
of Rodeo in Skagit County.”

Pacific Northwest Quilt &
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S.
Second St., La Conner. 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday.
gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.
Current exhibits:

+ Samplers from Seattle: Con-
temporary Needlework by Elly
Smith, through Dec. 1.

¢+ 2024 International Quilt &
Fiber Art Festival Winners,
through Dec. 22.

+ The Goddess Series: Art
Quilts by Judith Vierow,
through Nov. 17.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands

Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials

every first Thursday. 17444 Snee
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer
and donation opportunities at
skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that
focuses on tourism, 8:15 a.m.
Mondays, 503 Morris St., La
Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 360-
228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Restful Dementia Relief Ses-
sions, 11 a.m. Mondays at La
Conner United Methodist Church,
601 S. Second St. Thisis a
therapeutic group for relaxation,
cognitive improvement and joy.
Free-will offering. Caregivers,
please accompany those with
dementia. Info: 206-939-2124.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish
Regional Library. Library board
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third
Tuesdays in the library, 520
Morris St., La Conner.

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple
Center. For current agenda go to
www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Conservation District.
Regular board meeting at 7:30
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount
Vernon. 360-428-4313.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-

ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 8

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

2 7 4
4 5 9 2
1 8 3
6 5|4
718 5
8 3 1(9
1 218
5 3|1 7
9 8 6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Vibrant corps of volunteers drive Art’s Alive success

By Anne Basye

From start to finish, volunteers
made this year’s Art’s Alive a
success.

They greeted almost 1,800
visitors during the four-day show
the last weekend in October,
plying them with wine, beer and
appetizers, answering questions
and ringing up sales. Before and
after, they planned the show,
hung its art and took it all down
again Monday, Oct. 28.

In between duties, they ad-
mired one another’s art. Six of
the 10 invitational artists featured
on the first floor of Maple Hall
and 16 of the 51 artists in the

Open Show themselves are
volunteers. Their commitment
makes Art’s Alive stand out
among regional art shows and is
a big reason why patrons love it.

During the opening reception,
centenarian Grace Hubbard
enthused about “walking two
blocks and seeing this amazing
show.” Compared, especially, to
driving to galleries in Seattle or
flying to New York City.

“I like this one,” said a woman
examining Pieter VanZanden’s
sculpture “European Rhinoceros
Beetle,” a VW Bug with a rhino
horn and a pair of wings tucked
into its trunk.

Artists were happy, too. “It’s

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

www.portofskagit.com |

360-757-0011
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the easiest opening I’ve ever
been to,” said invitational artist
Maggie Wilder.

By the end of the weekend, red
“sold” stickers were everywhere.
Five out of Aleut artist Thomas
Stream’s nine paintings were spo-
ken for by Sunday. So were half
the oilstick paintings of Nicolette
Harrington, one of the volunteers.

“I can’t say enough about the
dedication, time and labor and
love of art that the volunteers
have for this event,” said artist
Gene Jaress. “Without that it
would not be possible to put on a
show of this caliber.”

His first volunteer role was
helping take down the Art’s Alive
show. In 2023, he was part of the
Open Show. This year, curator
Sylvia Strong invited him to be
part of the Invitational Show. “It
is a boost to any artist invited to
show here,” he said.

Four artists earned People’s
Choice Awards. Lynn Zimmer-
man took first place and Eliza-
beth Moncrief second place in
the Open Show, while photogra-
pher Craig Barber took first and
Aleta Critchley second place in
the Volunteer Gallery.

Zimmerman, Moncrief and

Monday, Nov. 4

12:11 p.m.: Who left the dogs
out? — A caller was worried about
dogs left outside during a storm.
The dogs were safe and the
caller was told that no laws were
broken. Young Road, greater La
Conner.

1:57 p.m.: Tree in the road —
Report of a tree that had fallen
and was blocking a lane of travel.
Tree had been removed by the
time the deputy arrived. Pioneer
Parkway La Conner.

Tuesday, Nov. 5

11:52 a.m.: This belongs to
someone — Caller found some-
one’s personal documents in her
yard and wanted them picked up.
The deputy found a phone num-

- Weekly SUDOKU |
Answer
3/2|8(7|5(1]|6(9]|4
4/7|5(6|9(3|2/8]|1
6/9|1(2|4|8]|5[3]|7
9(6|3(1|7|5]|4|2]|8
1/4|7(|8|2|9|3|6]|5
8(5|2(4|3|6]|7[1]|9
7|1|4|9|6|2]|8|5]|3
5(8|6(3|1(4]|9|7]|2
2(3|9(5|8|7]|1]4]|6

INGLE &
ELLES

a Ladies night of Shopping

“Y‘

NOVEMBER 22nd

4.:00 -8:00 PM

Gather your friends head to La Conner!
Shop downtown La Conner businesses
and pick up your SWAG BAG
at the Chamber Office!

www.LovelL.aConner.com

NOW THAT'S ART — Visitors touring Art’s Alive in Maple Hall Saturday,
Oct. 26, stopped at invitational artist and Shelter Bay resident Charlotte
Decker’s selection of acrylic paintings. This was the 39th annual show.

Barber received cash awards.
Critchley’s prize was a Maggie
Wilder print, donated by Wilder.
All $40,000 in art sales con-
tribute directly to La Conner Arts
Foundation’s scholarship fund.
Seniors at three Skagit County
high schools have received
Visual Arts scholarships and
Foundation board member Sheila
Johnson says the foundation is
exploring ways to award continu-

ber for the name on the papers.
The owner stated a trash can had
blown over and asked that the
documents be thrown away. S.
Second Street, La Conner.

Thursday, Nov. 7

10:36 p.m.: Stolen or missing?
— Caller believed two comput-
ers had been stolen from the
business. Prior to deputy contact,
the caller said the computers

had only been misplaced. Maple
Avenue, La Conner.

— Photo by Ken Stern

ing education grants to Skagit
Valley College art students.

This kind of acknowledgment
provides young artists with
“the means to accomplish their
goals,” says Jaress. “As some-
one who benefited greatly from
unusually strong vocational high
school art programs, followed by
art school, I know the importance
of education to furthering your
goals in life.”

POLICE BLOTTER

Saturday, Nov. 9

6:02 a.m.: Possible DUI — Caller
was following an erratic driver

on Fir Island. About 20 minutes
later, a deputy responded to a
single-vehicle collision where

the driver had swerved off the
road and hit a power pole before
stopping in a field. Driver was
not under the influence, but was
suspended with ignition inter-
lock required. Cited for multiple
offenses. Fir Island Road, greater
La Conner.

Students, want to study abroad?

Qualified high school students
can take advantage of a unique
opportunity to explore the world
by spending an academic year,
semester or summer in Europe,
Asia, North or South America,
Australia or South Africa as part
of the ASSE International Stu-
dent Exchange Program.

A non-profit, public benefit
organization, ASSE (formerly the
American-Scandinavian Student
Exchange) is dedicated to pro-
moting closer ties of friendship
between the United States and
other countries by fostering inter-
cultural understanding through
youth exchange programs.

Students aged 15 to 18 qualify
on the basis of academic perfor-
mance, character references and

a genuine desire to experience
life abroad with a volunteer host
family. Prior knowledge of the
host country’s language is not
mandatory. Scholarships are
available and are based on aca-
demic performance, leadership
skills and financial need.

ASSE also helps American
families host students from
Spain, Italy, Germany, Ukraine,
Thailand, Japan and other coun-
tries who will attend a local high
school.

Students or families interested
in learning more about becoming
an ASSE exchange student or
host family can call 800-733-
2773, visit www.asse.com or
email asseusawest@asse.com.

Source: ASSE
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