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[tty bitty ship ahoy!

JUST THE SIZE NEEDED - Yes, it is a micro tugboat, built from a kit but already constructed and bought used by Keri and
Michael Palasz. A two seater, it could be a taxi from Shelter Bay for dockside service to downtown La Conner. Maybe they will

say yes to that.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Is this tiny tug the first of its kind in La Conner?

By Ken Stern

Cruising over from Shelter Bay
for scoops of ice cream at O’Neil’s
Confectionery and Soda Fountain
seems the perfect way to end a Labor
Day afternoon in La Conner. And what
better way to putter over, literally, than
in a bright red mini tugboat complete
with to-scale tire fenders? That is what
Keri and Michael Palasz did about 5
p-m. Monday. Rum raisin was her first
choice while he was planning on mint
chocolate chip.

Keri was piloting their recently
acquired boat, bringing it into La
Conner’s public dock at the foot of
Benton Street, between the former
Lighthouse Restaurant and the Ginger
Grater and the Olive Shoppe building,
with Mo’s Eclectic Gifts and Apparel
behind, facing the channel.

Michael tied the 11-foot vessel to
the dock. The couple were proud as
parents of a newborn. The boat, a
recent purchase (“I just got it,” Keri
said), was quite the find when he was
on another mission, seeking coffee
and donuts in Poulsbo, Washington
and “found by dumb luck.” A retired
Seattle policeman had two, built from
Berkeley Engineering plans (that
is Berkeley Eastman, who started
designing mini boats in 1986 and
whose company is in Arizona, not
California). It is a kit boat, Michael

SO, SO TINY — Michael Palasz steers his pint-sized, 11-foot tugboat to the La

Conner public dock on Sunday.

stressed.

Keri said she was learning how
to drive it. The couple are boaters,
though, from their time living in
eastern Pennsylvania and taking their
boat out on the Delaware River. They
did not say if they went out into the
Atlantic Ocean.

She did say the boat “is a magnif-
icent 11 feet in length with a 6 foot
wide beam; runs on gas, not diesel;

— Photo by Ken Stern

has running lights and a horn; and has
tire fenders.” It seats two. They plan to
haul it out this winter and work on it.

They asked not to state the boat’s
name. Keri explained that it will be re-
named by them later, with a ceremony
and a rechristening. It sounded quite
elaborate and ritualistic, with more
details than were recorded.

The couple are already having a lot
of fun with it.

State’s top
court says
no to recall

By Ken Stern

There will not be a recall election against three
Skagit county officials. The Washington state
Supreme Court ruled unanimously against Cody
Hart Aug. 29, finding the charges in his petitions
against Prosecuting Attorney Richard Weyrich,
Auditor Sandra Perkins and Sheriff Donald
McDermott to be legally and factually insufficient.
The nine judges concluded Hart’s petition failed “to
specify substantial conduct clearly amounting to
misfeasance, malfeasance or violation of the oath
of office” as he alleged.

Hart had lost in the Snohomish County Superior
Court, where he contentdde the three officials had
vacated their offices by their failure to file their of-
ficial bonds with the Skagit County Clerk’s Office
before their new term began on January 1, 2023.

Hart also accused the three of taking their oaths
of office before posting the required bond and mis-
appropriation of public funds. Weyrich and Perkins
were also charged with violating federal and state
election laws in the February 2019 special elec-
tion relating to military and overseas voters, ballot
boxes, provisional ballots and the canvassing board
oath and manual.

(continued on page 6)

Growlers go
to California?

By Ken Stern

The U.S. Navy has until May 1 to present a
new environmental impact statement on effects
of noise from the EA-18G Growler jets based at
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island.

U.S. District Court Judge Richard Jones set
the deadline in his Aug. 16 ruling and termed the
Navy’s failings serious violations of the National
Environmental Policy Act requiring a new EIS.

He noted, “[T]his Court found that the Navy
‘selected methods of evaluating data that support-
ed its goal of increasing Growler operations’ and
‘turned a blind eye to data that would not support
this intended result.””

Jones’ order was on a motion by Citizens of
Ebey’s Reserve and Washington’s attorney general
to include specific requirements be added to his
September 2023 decision that the Navy must
prepare a new EIS for its expanded Growler op-
erations at NAS Whidbey. The Court in 2021 had
ruled against the Navy on four counts and ordered
the plaintiffs and the Navy to negotiate interim
remedies to be in effect until a revised EIS was
put in place after COER and the state sued the
Navy over its failure to meet the requirements of
the NEPA.

One option for alleviating the noise appears to
be moving the jets to California.

(continued on page 2)

Janna Gage, maker and chronicler of history, opens new chapter

By Bill Reynolds

She has owned a downtown book-
store, helped found the town’s senior
center and written accounts of La
Conner history and her memoir.

Janna Gage, who hails from a
pioneer Skagit County family, is now
ready for her next chapter.

Seaport Books, which she and
Marion Melville launched in 2017, is
listed for sale.

“We’re not retired,” quipped Gage, a
1958 La Conner High School graduate
and class valedictorian. “We’re just
tired.”

But not so weary that Gage can’t
imagine taking on a new project or
three.

After all, prior to opening Seaport
Books — noted for its cozy, casual
vibe and wide selection of Pacific
Northwest-themed titles — Gage had

excelled in college with a double
major in literature and history, worked
as an office assistant at the University
of Washington’s applied physics
laboratory, lived eight years aboard a
sailboat, saw the ill effects of segre-
gation in the American South, served
as a Hospice volunteer, thoroughly
enjoyed 14 years as a reference librar-
ian, embraced fabric art as a pastime
and became the go-to person at the
then-newly formed La Conner Senior
Center.

And, she designed and helped build
a log house at Gage’s Point, the acre-
age near the North Fork of the Skagit
River that her great-grandparents
settled at the turn of the 20th century.

Her *“can do” spirit is perhaps best
illustrated in her autobiography,
“Walking on My Shadow,” published
in 2008.

“I’m just naturally optimistic,” she

writes in the introduction. “I don’t see
my glass as half full or half empty. |
see it as overflowing.”

Her Skagit County bona fides are
unquestioned. Gage’s forebears arrived
from England in 1881, eventually
acquiring property she described as
“on a high bluff of red aggregate with
several acres of rich bottom land not
far from La Conner.”

In her tightly woven 107-page mem-
oir, Gage writes that her great-grand-
parents, Frederic and Eleanor Gage,
ventured to La Conner because their
cousins, George and James Gaches,
had spoken highly of the area. It was
George Gaches who had the land-
mark two-and-a-half story Victorian
mansion, which still bears the family’s
name, built on Second Street in 1891.

Gage’s youth at the end of Landing

(continued on page 2)

WHAT A GREAT WAY TO MAKE A LIVING — Seaport
Bookstore co-owner Janna Gage is doing one of the
many things she likes to do best: hooking a book,
or more accurately, checking in a new shipment.
Co-owner Marion Melville has Monday and Wednes-
day shifts. — Photo by Ken Stern
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Musings — On the editor’s mind

This is written on a damp day, a cool and gray Monday, Labor Day.
It is very fall-like, as it was a couple of weeks ago, when the skies
were also overcast, the rain kept coming down and temperatures

barely topped 60 degrees.

Fall’s appearance always seem sudden to me, a surprise. It should
not be. Sept. 1 is the start of meteorological fall, as clear and certain
on the calendar as the equinox (almost) three weeks from now.

And the weather has turned, even if we will be teased and made
hopeful again by 80 degrees days later this week.

It was like that in Minnesota where | lived for almost 10 years.
Labor Day is the last day of the state fair in St. Paul and the fami-
ly always attended that weekend. It was invariably hot, sunny and
a sweaty experience. Then boom, Tuesday, the day after, the sky
seemed bluer, the days were definitely shorter and the air cooler.
Suddenly it was dark early and the sun’s rise was obviously later in

the morning.

And every year that surprised me. Where did summer go?

But in truth, shadows have been lengthening for weeks, the sun
has steadily retreated southward in its daily trek across the sky and
the evening light has been softer, too. And, just like last year and
the years before that, following the patterns and rhythms not only of

nature but the universe.

The equinox will mark astronomical fall, with the dark after sunset
lasting longer than 12 hours and the precious light subtracting into
ever shorter days. Rains will come and also snow geese, Canada
geese and trumpeter swans, assuring us that the season’s change is

indeed upon us.

Summer is not over. The weather forecast tells us that. The coming
hot weather will bring smiles to our faces. But, just as certainly, fall is

on the way.

Look, up in the sky! It’s
Cloud Appreciation Day

Thousands of cloudspotters
around the world will look up
on Friday, Sept. 13, so they can
submit photos online for the third
annual Cloud Appreciation Day.

Anyone, anywhere, can take
part for free by photographing
their sky and submitting an im-
age for the 2024 Memory Cloud
Atlas website.

Cloud Appreciation Day and
the Memory Cloud Atlas are
initiatives of the Cloud Appre-
ciation Society, which has more
than 64,000 members in 120
countries.

People around the world can
submit an image in real time
starting at 12:01 a.m. local time
Sept. 13 to memorycloudatlas.
org. Register before Sept. 13 to
get a reminder before the site
goes live. Images can only be
submitted on the day.

“Beautiful, varied and dramat-
ic skies are added to the website
from around the world on Cloud
Appreciation Day — some from
members of the Cloud Appre-
ciation Society and others from
the general public,” said Gavin
Pretor-Pinney, Cloud Apprecia-
tion Society founder and member
no. 001.

More than 4,800 entries were
added to the Memory Cloud
Atlas on the first two Cloud

Appreciation Days in 2022 and
2023. These views are still live
on the website.

“We encourage contributors
to include with their photograph
some words about their feelings
and impressions of the sky above
them on the day,” Pretor-Pinney
said.

“In this way, the website
serves as a worldwide snapshot
of the beauty of clouds and of
thousands of people around the
world looking up on the same
day. It’s a record of people’s
feelings about the sky, which is
the most universal part of nature
that we all share,” he said.

Anyone participating on Cloud
Appreciation Day will locate
their geographical position on
the world map and upload their
image of the sky from that spot.
They can see photos being added
to the Atlas in real time as imag-
es are submitted from around the
world on the day.

The Memory Cloud Atlas is a
collaboration with artist Justin
Wiggan and will remain online
after Cloud Appreciation Day,
alongside the archive of past
years preserving the views of
cloudspotters for everyone to
explore.

Source: Cloud Appreciation
Society

Be kind to editors and writers

Be Kind to Editors and Writers
Month honors those hardwork-
ing individuals who make the
world a more interesting place
through their narratives and other
creative works of art.

The month was established in
1984 by Lone Star Publishing of
San Antonio, Texas.

CORRECTION

The Aug. 21 editorial stated
that the Town of La Conner
bought the Jenson property for
$169,000 and that it is land-
locked. The purchase price was

Show your appreciation: find a
writer or editor you like and tell
them thanks, instruct Bellevue
University library staff members.

Itis also day four of Library
Card Sign-up Month. Go to the
library to get one.

Source: The internet

$60,000. There is access by a
15-foot wide easement from S.
Fourth Street. The editor regrets
these mistakes.

Tourist towns need EV charge stations

By Greg Whiting

Most electric vehicle (EV)
charging takes place at home.

But, what if you’re not home?

Suppose that Jenelle and | de-
cide to go to Portland, Ore., with
a detour to Multnomah Falls, for
a weekend of scenic hiking and
sneaker shopping, capped off
with a couple of Portland’s giant
donuts.

It’s a 260-mile trip from La
Conner to Multnomah Falls,
plus 30 more miles into Port-
land, plus some driving around
to Big Sneaker stores and the
donut shop, before heading to a
hotel. Then, there’ll probably be
some more local driving around
the next day before heading
back to La Conner and scone
sweet home.

The nominal range of our
Chevy Bolt EV is about 300
miles between charges, although
that varies, mostly based on
outdoor temperature and how
much we use the heater and air
conditioner. I’'m confident we
could make it to the falls from
La Conner without recharging,
but it would be nice if we could
recharge the Bolt while hiking,
before heading into Portland.
That’s an ideal situation for a
public Level 2 (240 volt) char-
ger, like the ones La Conner has
behind the library and south of

Pier 7.

However, it’s not obvious that
the U.S. Forest Service has put
chargers in at the Falls parking
lot. So, we’d probably choose
to leave La Conner in time to
have lunch and recharge for an
hour or two in nearby Troutdale,
before heading to the park itself.

Having public chargers thus
provides a business opportunity
for a Troutdale restaurant and
nearby shops. Without public
chargers there, we wouldn’t stop
there.

In Portland, it’s fairly easy
to reserve a room at a hotel
that has a Level 2 charger, so
we could recharge overnight.

If the Big Sneaker shop has a
public Level 2 charger, we’ll
probably top up there too. Or, if
Big Sneaker has a faster Level
3 charger, we won’t need to
worry about charging at the
hotel; we’ll just be able to fully
recharge within sneaker-shop-
ping time.

So: Going to Portland, a big
city with lots of charging op-
tions, from La Conner in an EV?

No problem.

But what if an EV driver
is going from Portland to La
Conner? Or, more likely, from
Portland to the San Juans or
Vancouver, B.C.? How can we
get them to stop in La Conner?

For now, if we had more
public chargers, it would give us
a business opportunity. Plenty
of Level 2 chargers, and a few
Level 3 fast chargers, would
make us a stopover destination
for EV drivers. Our lodging,
restaurants and other shops
could attract tourists who might
not otherwise get off I-5 and
come to La Conner, because the
EV drivers would be confident
they could leave La Conner
with a full battery, in addition
to some fine art and delectable
scones.

As EV market share inexo-
rably and inevitably increases,
though, there’s a dark side. If
there aren’t enough public char-
gers in La Conner, our hypothet-
ical Portland tourists will bypass
our small town, and we’ll wind
up like Radiator Springs, in the
movie “Cars,” with all the local
businesspeople trying desper-
ately to shop at each other’s
establishments; gradually fading
away, without nearly as much
hope as a town on Route 66 that
a lost stock car driver will even-
tually put us back on the map.

Growler

= = » (from page 1)

The order, “in part, requires
the US Navy to study changing
Boeing EA-18G Growler opera-
tions from NAS Whidbey Island
in Washington State to Southern
California’s NAF EI Centro.”

Jones did reject a key COER
argument when it offered “new
data and information show-
ing that reversion to the prior
practice allocations between
Ault Field in Oak Harbor and the

Outlying Field would reduce the
impacts on civilians while the
overall number of training opera-
tions would stay the same,”

In denying the request, Jones
ruled that the court would not
second-guess senior military offi-
cials’ professional judgments and
that “this ‘not-in-my-backyard’
approach subverts the public
interest by proposing shifting
noise to another, more populated
community.”

The Navy League of Oak
Harbor in a press release noted
this challenges “nearly all of the

activists’ primary goals.”

“In other words, the court
rejected the proposition that the
activists knew better than the
Navy about the importance of the
Growler and OLF Coupeville,”
the Navy League stated.

In its press release, COER’s
chairperson, Bob Wilbur, said the
group may appeal the decision
regarding deference to mili-
tary expertise. “That rationale
places an impossible burden on
the plaintiffs that can never be
overcome because whatever the
military says goes,” he said.

Janna Gage
= = = (from page 1)

Road - so designated because her
father, Al Bergem, had developed
Al’s Boat Landing there — and in

high school were marked by hard
times and great blessings alike.

Growing up, she lived with
kerosene lamps and through
World War 11 rationing. One of
four children — their mother died
when Janna was 12 — she helped
raise her younger siblings, made
family meals and did the laun-
dry and other household chores.
“In the fall,” she recalls, “school
was our lifeline to the rest of
the world. We never missed
a day and were never late for
the school bus, knowing there
was no other way for us to get
there.”

In high school Gage earned
high marks across all subjects
and reported for the student
newspaper. Her junior year she
was chosen assistant editor, so
would become editor as a senior.

“It was a lot of work, of
course, gathering the news,
delegating, writing articles,
proof-reading and typing mim-
eograph stencils,” she recount-
ed. “When the teacher who was
our advisor said everything was
OK, we cranked out 100 copies,
stapled and distributed them.”

While Gage didn’t opt for
a career in journalism, she re-
mained committed to the printed
word, notably in library science.
She retired in 2002 from the

Mount Vernon City Library and,
as it happened, a newspaper no-
tice drew her to a new mission.

It stated a senior center was
forming in La Conner, so Gage
attended an organizational meet-
ing to see how she could help.
Gage told the Weekly News
recently that the late Nancy
Juneby was the main organizer.

“She was getting people to-
gether to form the senior center
here,” said Gage, “but she was
already director of the Burling-
ton Senior Center.”

Juneby was stretched thin.

It was agreed that Gage would
chair La Conner’s senior center
campaign. Maple Hall was ap-
proved as the center’s site.

There was one problem, how-
ever. The town’s initial plan was
to locate it in the small fireside
room next to the stage.

That wouldn’t do, Gage said.

“They were going to have a
TV and a box of donuts,” she
chuckled at the memory.

Gage had bigger ideas in
terms of space and variety of
programs, which were ultimate-
ly supported.

“| went to town council
meetings until they got tired of
seeing me,” Gage joked.

Unsure at first how long she
would remain at the helm, Gage
stayed for 15 years. Others laud
her commitment.

“She organized a lot of
meetings and activities and did
everything entirely with volun-
teers,” said the center’s current
director, Margaret Hillard.

Former four-term mayor Ra-
mon Hayes praised her, too.

“She’s been so much a part of
the fabric of this community,”
he said. “She loves this commu-
nity and has always been sup-
portive of projects that benefit
the community.”

The concept of opening a
bookstore in La Conner emerged
when Gage met Melville. Both
were — are — voracious readers.

“Book people,” Melville
explained, “just know that when
they meet.”

The two began discussing in
earnest the prospects for starting
a bookstore and assembling a
team for its operation.

“We sat in the Melville house
on Center Street and collaborat-
ed on the idea,” Gage said.

Seaport Books has over
the past seven years earned a
reputation for stocking new
books for readers of all ages
and featuring creative efforts by
area artists. In addition, it has
held numerous book signings
and presentations by authors,
including Matika Wilbur, who
is Swinomish and Tulalip and
whose “Project 562" received
acclaim in the New York Times.

Gage, meanwhile, is ready
for her next adventure. She has
followed the same formula for
navigating change throughout
her wonderfully unique, deeply
fulfilling life’s journey.

“My philosophy for a good
life,” Gage shares in her mem-
oir, “is to always give more than
you take.
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OBITUARY

Elaine Stewart

Elaine Stewart, longtime
resident of Skagit County, passed
away July 31 with family by her
side, leaving behind a legacy of
service, dedication and love.

Following the untimely death
of her mother, Elaine lived with
the Diehl family, graduating
Bellingham High School, class
of 1949.

After graduation, she went
to visit the Stewart family on
Decatur Island. It was there she
met her husband, Robert Alan
Stewart. They married in 1949,
living for a time on the histor-
ic property before moving to
Anacortes.

Elaine worked as a meat wrap-
per, retiring from Safeway in
1994 after 32 years of service.

After retiring, Elaine met and
married Carroll Pearston, moving

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

A celebration of life will be
held for Mike Chevalier from 2
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 14, at
the Shelter Bay clubhouse.

to La Conner, where she resided
the remainder of her life.

Elaine was involved in many
groups and organizations which
kept her very busy. She had
many great friends that she met
through groups like P.E.O.,
S.W.S.S. Group and Retired
Meat Wrappers.

Elaine was preceded in death
by her husband Robert Stew-
art, daughter Joyce McGladrey
(Stewart), and son William (Bill)
Stewart.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Sharon (Denny) Hilsinger,
granddaughters Jodi Ulrickson
(Stewart) and Renee Stewart,
and great grandchildren Devin
Younger and Paisley Stewart.

Please join us in celebrating
her life beginning at 1:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Sept. 15, at the Shelter
Bay Clubhouse in La Conner.

Soft liquor will be served and
Santo Coyote will cater a taco
bar. Please come and share a
favorite story about Mike.

August rain a near record

By Ken Stern

The 2 inches of rain on Aug.
23-24 was the most precipitation
during an 11 day period that to-
taled 2.6 inches, the month’s entire
rainfall. Only 2016’s 2.9 inches
and the 6.3 inches in 2004 were
higher for August this century. The
rain was 113% above, 1.4 inches
over, the century’s average of 1.2
inches.

There has been an inch or more
of rain 10 years since 2000 but
only three Augusts since 2015. Of
the eight years with less than half
an inch of rain, four have been
since 2017, including 0.5 inches
in 2023.

The 21.4 inches of rain this
year is 3.1 inches above the
century average of 18.3 inches for
January-August, 17% above the
year’s century average. Rainfall
this year is over twice 2023’s
amount to date.

Since May, rainfall has been 2.9
inches over the century average;
almost half of that is August’s
precipitation.

Temperatures were below
normal for the month. While the

Rain Report: Aug. 2024

Rain last week, Aug. 25-31: 0.3
Rainfall for month: 2.6

Number of rain days: 6

Average rainfall 2000-2024: 1.2
Least rain: 0.01, 2012

Most rain: 6.29, 2004

Rainfall last month, July: 1

All totals in inches. Data from WSU
Mount Vernon, Memorial Highway
weather station..

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3
Activities:

Fitness Class, Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing, Games & Crdfts,
Art Circle, Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner
website
Or call/email
360-855-5440
seniorcenter@
townoflaconner.org

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

day’s high topped 80 degrees three
times, with the month’s high of 82
degrees on the 9th, after Aug. 19
temperatures did not rise above
77.2 degrees (on Aug. 31). The
72.7 degrees average daily high
was 1.3 degrees below the century
average, Last year saw six days
above 80 degrees.

Morning lows were below
49.6 degrees Aug 27-31, with the
month’s low of 42.6 Aug. 28. The
average daily low temperature of
50.4 degrees is 1.8 degrees below
the century average. There were
nine lows below 50 degrees.

The average daily average of
62.1 degrees is 0.5 degrees below
that norm.

No air temperature or precipita-
tion records were set last month.

First St. shifts to one-way Oct. 9

By Bill Reynolds

The countdown is on for 10-9-
1 —as in Oct. 9, First Street shifts
to one-way southbound traffic.

The official deadline for
changing the downtown traffic
pattern, which includes the block
of Commercial Street in front
of Maple Hall, was announced
at the Aug. 27 La Conner Town
Council meeting.

“We don’t want this date to be
a surprise,” Town Assistant Plan-
ner Ajah Eills said. “We’re going
to do a big information campaign
in September, getting the word
out on kiosks, at the library, and
hopefully at the school — wherev-
er we can.”

The change is being made
from widespread concern for
public safety.

S. First Street is no longer
deemed safe for two-way traffic
given the larger size of today’s
vehicles that park on both sides
of the street. Oncoming traf-
fic impedes town emergency
vehicles that respond to calls an
average of twice a month.

La Conner Public Works will
soon install multiple signs alert-
ing motorists that S. First Street
will change to one-way.

“It will take quite a bit of sig-
nage,” Fire Chief Aaron Reinstra
said.

Eills joked that an old fash-
ioned approach might be needed
to bolster public awareness.

“Atown crier could be useful,”
said Eills, a New England native.
“Maybe we could get somebody
with a loud voice to walk up and
down First Street every couple of
hours and announce it.”

In addition, as part of the proj-
ect, public works director Brian
Lease said the mailbox lane on
Washington Street will move to
S. First Street so that two lanes
on Washington can’t turn left
onto First Street.

“It’s not a good thing to have
two lanes turning onto a one-way
street,” Reinstra said.

Skagit Valley

Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2

through October

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

(hristiansonsNursery.com

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

= Desks

= Lamps

= Garden Art

* Wooden Toys

= Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
= Collectible Wooden Bowls

= PNW-Themed Gifts
= End Tables & More!

Stop by our showroom today!
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 e 360-424-8455
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North-end burglaries

The council heard concerns
from Jim Matthews over a rash
of recent home burglaries on the
north end.

Homeowners around N. Third
and State streets have reported
several break-ins and thefts, said
Matthews, one involving medical
equipment.

“This seems to be somewhat
professional, not just some Kids,”
he said.

Matthews said he was told
that after notification it took a
half hour for law enforcement to
arrive on scene to investigate.

“Something needs to be done
to expand (Skagit County Sher-
iff’s Office) coverage,” he said.
“Thirty minutes is not good.”

Council member lvan Carlson,
a La Conner firefighter, said that
had the burglaries been reported
while in progress, Swinomish
Police would have rolled on the
call under a mutual aid agree-
ment.

Still, the issue merits increased
attention, said Center Street
resident Jerry George, who chairs
the town Emergency Manage-
ment Commission.

“We need to get a conversation
going,” George said.

Mayor Marna Hanneman said
the town will reach out to the
sheriff’s office on the matter.

“Unfortunately, sometimes you
need something bad to happen
for something good to come of
it,” Hanneman said. “We need to
talk to the sheriff’s office about
it. We need to work together.”

Matthews and councilor Rick
Dole suggested placement of
additional security cameras in
the area.

“That’s something that the
town should approach the Port

(of Skagit) on,” Matthews said,
noting the proximity of where
the thefts occurred with the

La Conner Marina south basin
parking lot.

Help from Olympia

Hanneman said she and Town
Administrator Scott Thomas
have met with State Rep. Dave
Paul (D-Oak Harbor) to address
the need for help from Olympia
to acquire a town fire boat and
ladder truck and replace the ag-
ing Channel Drive water line.

More conversations are ex-
pected.

“He’s always been upright
and forthright,” Hanneman said.
“Dave is open to listening.”

As for the long-sought fire
boat, the council rejected a bid of
$171,101 from William Munson
Co. to build an aluminum hull
and trailer for the project.

The town will re-open the bid-
ding process, this time with more
comprehensive and detailed
specifications.

“The idea now is to bid out the
whole project,” Carlson said.

Adult business rules

Town Planning Director Mi-
chael Davolio submitted to and
received approval from the coun-
cil for an ordinance regulating
the operation of adult businesses.
The council last year adopted an
ordinance regulating where such
ventures can be opened in town.

Town leaders say the idea isn’t
to encourage adult businesses
here.

“If we don’t have something
on the books,” council member
Mary Wohleb said, “then we
can’t regulate them.”

(continued on page 6)
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Journey as you were meant to, aboard an
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is
crafted to meet the specific needs of our
discerning owners. Let yours take you
where you most want to go.

We’re Hiring!

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233
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Girls’ soccer team has depth in rebuilding year

By Bill Reynolds

Communication was the
key word when the La Conner
High School girls’ soccer team
opened preseason workouts last
week.

The hope is that by season’s
end, the rebuilding Braves pro-
gram will be the talk of the pe-
rennially tough NW2B League.

“The feedback we’re getting
is that our communication on
the field is much improved,”
second year head coach Maddie
Huscher said. “We’ve really
stepped up with that all over the
field, on offense and defense.”

Huscher and assistant coaches
Robert Hancock and Tawsha
Carlson have greeted a deep
and communicative roster that
blends a corps of key returnees
with talented younger prospects.

Sixteen players attended the
Friday morning session, which
started with a run from campus
around La Conner Marina and
back before passing and defen-
sive drills.

Hancock and Carlson were ac-
tively engaged in those drills.

“I have amazing assistant
coaches this season,” the ener-
getic Huscher said. She grew up
playing soccer in California.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT — Lily Dougliss (left) and Annika Keith (center) square off in a preseasonLa
Conner High School girls’ soccer team drill Aug. 30.

The most veteran of La
Conner’s returning players,
each of whom made significant
contributions throughout the

2023 campaign are Kendall Lee,
Lily Dougliss, Bailey Smith and
Lydia Grossglass.

Grossglass is coming off a

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

stellar spring track season which
she capped as a state meet qual-
ifier and silver medalist with La
Conner’s 800-meter relay team

at Yakima.

Another budding track
standout, Aisley Zimmerman,
is among a host of underclass-
men vying for playing time in a
season that begins at home 4:30
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 10 against
Muckleshoot.

While preseason practices
officially began Aug. 26, the La
Conner coaches note that their
players engaged frequently in
summer soccer training, looking
to improve upon the team’s 1-7-
1 mark of last season.

Huscher anticipates that
besides Providence Classical
Christian, several of the usual
suspects, such as Orcas Island
and Mount Vernon Christian
will again present difficult tests
for La Conner in conference
action. She isn’t sure if they’ll
face archrival Coupeville this
season.

There’s no doubt, though, giv-
en its strong roster numbers that
La Conner will be a constant
presence on the soccer pitch in
2024,

The team has a quick
turnaround after hosting
Muckleshoot. At 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 11, the Braves
welcome Forest Ridge Sacred
Heart of Bellevue.

Boys’ soccer team boasts speed on offense this season

By Bill Reynolds

Defense was its calling card a
year ago.

This season the La Conner
High School boys’ soccer team
is counting on its best defense
being a strong offense.

“We’ll be more focused on
attacking,” head coach Galen
McKnight told the Weekly News
Friday afternoon as his club
wrapped up its first week of
preseason workouts.

“Last year we played a lot
of close matches, with 1-0, 2-1
and 3-2-type scores,” he said. “I

think we can build on that but
also play more aggressively on
offense.”

One reason for the change in
philosophy is the return from in-
jury of standout player Christian
Fix.

Fix, a deft passer and shot
maker, was sidelined much of
the past two seasons with knee
injuries. Now he appears fully
recovered and ready to rejoin a
roster that boasts versatility with
players who can perform on both
ends of the pitch or even slide
into goal if necessary.

“Before, we had several
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FREE DELIVERY = ON FULL LOADS = TO MOST AREAS

Colebnating Oun 50th Year in 2024

Bark ¢ Topsoil « Compost « Mulch ¢« Sawdust « Shavings ¢
Cedar Chips * Hogged Fuel « Sand « Gravel « Rock « Recycle Services
Delivery Large & Small

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm
360-293-7188

12469 RESERVATION ROAD,ANACORTES
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

LIC# SUNLABTOB88PL

puzzles that we had to fit pieces
into,” said assistant coach Joel
Hingston. “Now we just need to
fit pieces into a single puzzle.”

As an example, McKnight
and Hingston could insert Cody
Suit as the team’s keeper, freeing
regular goalie Tyler Cicotte (a
starting forward on the basketball
team) to run the field.

McKnight and Hingston can
count track athletes Simon
Bouwens, Flint Huizenga and
Maxwell Page among the team’s
leaders. Kale Navarrete-Higgins
and baseball starter Hadden
Zimmerman also join a solid
nucleus of players the La Conner
coaches will count on to be
difference makers.

Freshman Colin Wigal, another
track recruit, is one of the pro-
gram’s underclassmen making a
positive impression.

PRE-SEASON PREPARATION — Members of the La Conner Braves

boys’ soccer team practice ball-control drills.

Eighteen boys are vying for
quality minutes in a season
that opens at 5 p.m. Thursday
at home against non-league
opponent Auburn Adventist, a
member of the Sea-Tac 2B/1B
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Town of La Conner

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm
12154 Chilberg Road,
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for
buying compost at the plant.
No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

www.portofskagit.com

| 360-757-0011

VOTED SKAGIT'S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023

EST. 1972 Family Operated

& EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

loop.

The Braves then visit Cro
sspoint Academy at 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 in Bremerton for a non-
conference clash.

“With 18 players,” McKnight
said, “we have good numbers,
good depth.

That bodes well for a cam-
paign that will extend into
November.

As always, McKnight expects
the NW2B/1B schedule to be
one of the toughest across the
state’s small school soccer ranks.
Traditional league and state
powers Orcas Island, Mount
\ernon Christian and Friday
Harbor figure to be solid once
again, McKnight said.

In Home Caregiver
Experience with compassion.

* Personal care
 Transportation
 Grocery shopping
« Light housekeeping
* Meal prep

* Med management

Are you or your loved one
considering help with
navigating every day life?
I canvhelp!

You can reach me at
360-421-3919

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com




Arts & Entertainment

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

SEPTEMBER 4, 2024 + PAGE 5

SWAN award nominees gather at Garden Club

By Bill Reynolds

The Skagit Women’s Alliance
Network and its leadership award
nominees gathered here Aug. 29
for a two-hour meet-and-greet
at the La Conner Civic Garden
Club.

Nominees for annual SWAN
awards were honored guests at
the historic venue, which proved
an ideal setting. That’s because
one of the honorees has lifelong
ties to the community.

La Conner High School
alum and Swinomish Tribal
Community elder Janie Beasley
has been nominated for the 2024
SWAN Lifetime Achievement
Award. Her nomination is based
on her long commitment to
public service at Swinomish,
in La Conner and across Skagit
County.

Beasley served 15 years on
the La Conner school board,
succeeding her late sister, Susan
Edwards Wilbur, the panel’s first
Native American member.

But that reflects just a snapshot
of a resume a half-century in the
making.

Following her 1970 grad-
uation, she studied at Seattle
Central Community College and
joined the U.S. Navy Reserves.
She worked at the Swinomish
tribal health clinic, in the tribe’s
legal and planning departments,
as a realty officer, as assistant
manager for the Swinomish
Longhouse Restaurant and in
tribal gaming.

In time, Beasley rose to an
advocacy position on behalf
of Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community with the Economic
Development Alliance of Skagit
County, Skagit Valley College

BrewFest Saturday

BrewFest this Saturday,

Sept. 4, 2-7 p.m., is hosted by
the Mount Vernon Chamber of
Commerce and located at South
First Street and West Broadway.
Come for cold beer, cider and
wine, delicious food and music
by The Chris Eger Band, Eden
and Friends for the Ghost.

Pair that with leisure games, a
view of the Skagit River and you
are guaranteed to have a blast.

Your $37 ticket includes six
samples. Tickets:
mountvernonchamber.com/.

It is still a fundraiser for the
Lincoln Theatre Foundation.

THEATRE

FRIDAY

COODTHI-ROCITN' RO

E

7128, 1st St - Mount Vernon  @E15©
360.336.8955 [
lincolntheatre.org @1
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THIS SWAN SONG IS JUST BEGINNING - Janie Beasley, of Swin-
omish, and a La Conner High School alumnus, second from left, is
a SWAN Lifetime Achievement Award nominee. She poised Thursday
evening at the La Conner Civic Garden Club Building during a meet and
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It's All Herel!

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun

11 AM -5 PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
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greet of the Skagit Women’s Network Alliance nominees.

Foundation Board and Tribal

Leaders Congress on Education.

In 2007, she graduated from
EDASC'’s Leadership Skagit
program, designed to transform
communities by developing
individual, business and com-
munity leaders at all levels. The
program has, over the course of
two decades, graduated nearly
600 alumni.

For Beasley, more service
beckoned. She assumed duties
with the Community Advisory
Panel for Marathon Refinery,
the Project Mother Earth

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

Committee, the Native Studies
Advisory Group for Northwest
Indian College, the Young Life
Committee and Leadership
Skagit Curriculum Committee.

She learned to speak the tra-
ditional Lushootseed language,
teaching it to La Conner students
and accepting invitations to offer
bilingual greetings at various
community events.

In 2020, Beasley received
the Native Action Network’s
Enduring Spirit Award.

“As an honored elder,” a
Native Action Network spokes-

Raven's Cup Coffee ¢ Art Gallery

RMJM‘ wl'ion""

CANDLE COMPANY

We have Scone Lady scones!

If The Scone Lady is
closed, or if you want
a latte or tea with your
scone, visit us.
Open at 7 am daily
106 S. 1st St., La Conner
Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

person said at the time, “Janie
Beasley continuously assists with
speaking, sharing knowledge,
preparing community meals and
serving as an advocate to many
in need of support or a strong
mentor.”

Now SWAN leaders have rec-
ognized those same traits.

A nonprofit organization
dedicated to supporting women
of achievement in Skagit
County, SWAN each year honors
multiple awardees in categories
that include professional
achievement, mentorship,
transformative leadership and
community engagement.

In addition to Beasley and
fellow Lifetime Achievement
award nominee Kay Knott, four
honorees have been tabbed for
2024 Women of the Year recog-
nition and two others have been
selected as Rising Swans.

Kathleen Petrzelka and Maddy
MacKenzie are the Rising
Swans picks. Kristen Keltz, Viry
Delgado, Nikki Behner,and Erin
von Fempe are the Women of the
Year choices.

“These incredible women have
made a profound impact on the
greater Skagit County communi-
ty,” a SWAN representative said.

The awards will be presented
atan Oct. 17 program at
Swinomish Casino & Lodge.

County sets
agritourism
public hearing
for Sept. 9

The Skagit County Commis-
sioners will host a hearing at
11 a.m. Monday, Sept. 9, on a
moratorium on new permits for
event venues on Skagit County
agricultural land.

The moratorium clarified that
permissible tourism-related
activity on Skagit farmland does
not include permanent business-
es that conduct large events,
such as weddings and concerts.

This hearing will take public
comment only on the mora-
torium and existing business
activities and enforcement. The
board will consider a permanent
ordinance later.

The public can comment in
person in the Commissioner’s
Hearing Room, 1800 Conti-
nental Place, Mount Vernon,
or via Zoom. Meeting links are
available on the Commission-
er’s webpage. Written com-
ments must include names and
addresses and will be accepted
through 4:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 11, at pdscomments@
co.skagit.wa.us or by mail to
1800 Continental Place, Mount
Vernon, WA 98273.

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA 360-466-4808
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Ferguson and Reichert will
debate twice in September

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

Gubernatorial candidates
Bob Ferguson and Dave
Reichert will face off in
two, hour-long debates this
month.

Ferguson, the Democrat-
ic state attorney general
and Reichert, a Republican
former congressman, will
meet Sept. 10 in Seattle
and then eight days later
in Spokane. These will be
the first and possibly only,
opportunities for the state’s
nearly five million voters
to see and hear the candi-
dates discuss their policies
side by side ahead of the
Nov. 5 election.

Ferguson, a former
member of the King
County Council, was first
elected attorney general in
2012. He is concluding his
third term. Reichert, a for-
mer King County sheriff,
was elected to Washing-
ton’s 8th Congressional
District in 2004 and served
seven terms.

In the Aug. 6 primary,
Ferguson received 44.9%
of the vote and Reichert
collected 27.5%. There
were 28 candidates.

Here is what we know
about each upcoming event:

The first debate is 8
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 10 at
KING 5 studio in Seattle.

It follows the presidential
debate. There will be no au-
dience. Sponsors are KING
5 in Seattle, KREM 2 in
Spokane, The Seattle Times
and El Sol de Yakima.

Watch it on KING 5 and
KREM 2. The four media
sponsors, along with the
Yakima Herald, will stream
it live on their respective
websites.

Both candidates will
make opening and closing
statements. Several topics
will be addressed. Each
candidate will get 75 sec-

onds to answer a primary
question on a topic. This
will be followed by a period
of discussion during which
answers to questions will be
limited to 45 seconds.

Asking questions will be
Jim Brunner of The Seattle
Times, Mark Hanrahan of
KREM 2 News and Gloria
Ibafiez of El Sol de Yaki-
ma. KING 5 News anchor
Joyce Taylor will serve as
moderator.

The second debate is
6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept.
18 at the Fox Theater in
Spokane. Attendance is
limited to attendees of the
Association of Washington
Business policy summit.

It is sponsored by the
Association of Washing-
ton Business and Greater
Spokane Inc.

KHQ-TV in Spokane
will broadcast live and
stream at nonstoplocal.
com. KOMO News in
Seattle will televise live.
The debate will air at a
later date on TVW and
C-SPAN, organizers said.

Each candidate will
have one-minute opening
and closing statements. In
each round, one candidate
will be given 90 seconds
to answer a question, their
opponent will get one
minute to respond and
then the first person will
have 30 seconds to offer a
rebuttal. There also will be
an opportunity for Reichert
and Ferguson to ask each
other one question.

Asking questions will be
KHQ news anchors Sean
Owsley and Kalae Chock
and Austin Jenkins, staff
writer for Pluribus News
and host of TVW’s “Inside
Olympia.”

First published Sept.

3, 2024. Copyright 2024
Washington State Stan-
dard. Reprinted with per-
mission. More at: washing-
tonstatestandard.com.

Town council
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Tulip Festival
funding

The council approved a
budget line-item adjust-
ment increasing from
$3,000 to $5,000 the
town’s contribution of
hotel/motel tax revenue
to the Skagit Valley Tulip
Festival. The increased
town support was sought
to enhance the success of
the festival’s new schol-
arship model, marketing
expansion and event
overhaul.

The council scheduled
presentations of requests

for hotel/motel funding
for 9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept.
17, at the La Conner Civic
Garden Club Building.

Praise for
performance

Thomas said longtime
Town senior services
director Margaret Hillard is
resigning her post.

“We’ll be sorry to lose
Margaret,” Thomas said.

Hanneman agreed.

“She’s been amazing,”
the mayor said.

Hanneman also praised
the staff at the wastewater
treatment plant for having
been selected a third
straight year for a state
outstanding performance
award.

Your Independent Hometown Award-Winning Newspaper

L=
The La Conner Weekly News:
Your community newspaper

Read it
wherever
you are

Stay informed with
the Weekly News

Keep connected:
Part of your role
as a citizen in our
democracy

Subscribe or give a gift

Call or go online.
Get the paper
that delivers.

119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-3315 * Fax 360-466-1195 * www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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No recall
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Weyrich and McDermott
were also charged with
refusing to accept criminal
complaints against Skagit
County officials.

Perkins was charged
with federal and state law
for her directing election
employees to destroy video
records in 2020 and having
them obstruct election
observers in 2022.

The court found that

all charges made were
“legally and factually
insufficient.” It also ruled
many charges were not
“specific enough to provide
the elected officials with
meaningful notice of the
alleged conduct warranting
recall.”

A common theme in
the court’s analysis was
Hart’s failure to show that
any of the officials acted
intentionally, that he failed
to provide evidence of the
false statements made by
officials and he did not

establish criminal violation
of the law..

Hart had filed his recall
petitions in October 2023.
Ballot synopses for the
recalls were written by
a state deputy solicitor
general since Weyrich was
facing being recalled. After
the Skagit County Superior
Court approved the ballot
synopses, the case was
heard by Snohomish Coun-
ty Superior Court Judge
William Steffener. He ruled
all charges were legally
and factually insufficient

for a recall.

Hart appealed the case to
the state’s Supreme Court.
In her opinion, Justice
Barbara Madsen wrote,
“More than a simple belief
that the charges are true is
required.”

The Sedro-Woolley
resident is a self-identified
MAGA Republican run-
ning for the 2nd U.S. Con-
gressional District seat.

McDermott and Perkins
ran as Democrats in 2022
and Weyrich listed no party
preference in that election.

TOWN OF LA
CONNER
NOTICE OF
SUMMARY
ORDINANCE 1250
Notice is hereby given
that the Town Council of
the Town of La Conner,
Washington, passed Ordi-
nance No. 1250 at the Au-
gust 27, 2024 Town Coun-
cil meeting. A summary of
Ordinance No. 1250 is as

follows:

An Ordinance amending
Titles 5 of the La Conner’s
Uniform Development
Code

Complete copies of Ordi-
nance No. 1250 are avail-
able at La Conner Town
Hall, P.O. Box 400, La
Conner, WA 98257

Dated this 29th Day of
August, 2024

/sl

Maria DeGoede,
Clerk

Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Sept. 4,
2024.

Town

LEGALNOTICE IN
THE SWINOMISH
TRIBAL COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN
RESERVATION
IN THE PETITION
FOR DISSOLUTION
OF MARRIAGE:
TALIAROBINSON V.
DARRELL ROBINSON
CASE NO.
CVPO0O-2024-0013
NOTICE OF
HEARING ON
PETITION FOR
DISSOLUTION
TO: Any concerned

parties.

YOU AND EACH OF
YOU

will please take notice
that a Hearing on a Petition
for Dissolution filed with
this Court will take place,
Thursday, September 19,
2024 at 11:00am in the
Swinomish Tribal Court lo-
cated at 17337 Reservation
Rd. This notice is published
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hear-

ing is for the Court to de-
cide whether to grant or
deny the Petition for Dis-
solution of Marriage, and
whether to grant a Perma-
nent Protection Order.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the nature
of this hearing or the lo-
cation of the Swinomish
Tribal Court, please con-
tact the Court Clerk at
(360)-466-2097.

DATED this the 12th day
of August, 2023. Auston
Jimmicum, Tribal Law
Clerk.

Published in La Conner
Weekly News August 14,
21, 28, and September 4,
2024,

LEGALNOTICE IN
THE SWINOMISH
TRIBAL COURT
SWINOMISH INDIAN
RESERVATION
IN THE PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
PROTECTION
AUTUMN WILLIAMS
V. NICHOLAS PERRY
CASE NO.
CVP0-2024-0020
NOTICE OF
HEARING ON
PETITION FOR
PROTECTION
TO: Any concerned

parties.

YOU AND EACH OF
YOU
will please take notice that
a Hearing on a Petition for
Order of Protection filed
with this Court will take
place, Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, 2024 in the Swin-
omish Tribal Court located
at 17337 Reservation Rd.
This notice is published
pursuant to STC 7-09.080.
The purpose of this hear-
ing is for the Court to de-
cide whether to grant or
deny the Petition for Order
of Protection, and whether
to grant a Permanent Pro-
tection Order.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the nature
of this hearing or the lo-
cation of the Swinomish
Tribal Court, please con-
tact the Court Clerk at

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

(360)-466-2097.

DATED this the 15th day
of August, 2023. Auston
Jimmicum, Tribal Law
Clerk.

Published in La Conner
Weekly News, Aug. 21, 28,
Sept. 4, and 11, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF
THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
LISA JOANNE
EDDLEMAN,
DECEASED.

NO.: 24-4-05684-7 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE
NOTICE
The above Court has ap-
pointed the undersigned as
Administrator (i.e., Person-
al Representative or Ex-
ecutor) of Decedent’s es-
tate. Any person having a
claim against the Decedent
must present the claim: (a)
Before the time when the
claim would be barred by
any applicable statute of
limitations, and (b) In the
manner provided in RCW
11.40.070: (i) By filing
the original of the claim
with the foregoing Court,
and (ii) By serving on or
mailing to the attorney for
Personal ~ Representative
at the address below with
a copy of the claim. The
claim must be presented
by the later of: (a) Thirty
(30) days after the Person-
al Representative served or
mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months
after the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time period, the
claim will be forever barred
except as provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective for
claims against both the
Decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication
of this Notice: August 28,
2024,

Decedent’s SSN for DSHS
only:

Signed: /s/
HEIMBUCH

LORI E. HEIMBUCH,
Administrator

LORI E.

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR SPOKANE
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
JAMIE DOUGLAS
BRIGGS
DECEASED. CASE
NO. 24-4-01768-32
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
Spurgetis Law, P.S., has
been appointed as Admin-
istrator of this estate. Any
person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing
to the Administrator or the
Administrator’s attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the Administrator
served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after
the date of first publication
of the notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication:
August 28, 2024
Administrator:

Law, P.S.
President of Administra-
tor: James P. Spurgetis
Address for Mailing or
Service:

422 W. Riverside Ave.,
Ste. 620

Spokane, WA 99201
Dated this 23rd day of
AUGUST, 2024

Isl:

JAMES P. SPURGETIS,
WSB #7949

President, Administrator
(Spurgetis Law, P.S.)
Published in the La Con-
ner Weekly News, Aug. 28,
Sept. 4, Sept. 11, 2024.

Spurgetis

Attorney for Personal — Weekly SUDOKU __
Representative and Ad- A
; . nswer
dress for Service/Mailing:
Law Offices of Setareh 3(2|4(7|6|9]|1|8]|5
Mahmoodi, PS 6|/9|8|1|5|3|7|4]|2
Attention_: Setarehn [7[s5|1[4a]8|2[9]3]e
Mahmoodi 9[1]5]|6|3|al8|2]|7
S1$t221203104th Ave NE, 416l1218l11715/93
uite
8|7|3|9|2|5|6|1|4
Bothell, WA 98011 2Tslelsal1lal7]s
Published in the La Con-
] ) ) ) ner Weekly News, Sept. 4, 5|3|7]2]9/8]4|6|1
Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop. 11. and 18. 2024. 1/4|9|3|7|6]|2|5|8
360-336-3496
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA Super Cr Ossword
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Public Laundry, RV Park £l TIA T C T ML € TlElA T RlE
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These are refriger-
ator pickles. An easy
recipe when there are
extra green tomatoes
in your garden. You
prepare the green
tomatoes, prepare the
brine and assemble.
The result is a crunchy
hot pickle. Makes 3
pints.

Ingredients

» Green tomatoes, cut,
4 cups

» Jalapenos, 2 or 3

* Garlic, 6 cloves

« White vinegar (5%
acidity), 1 cup

e Water, 1 cup

e Canning salt, 1
teaspoon

Preparation
Rinse tomatoes, cut

By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor
Green tomato pickles

off stem end. Cut into
halves or chunks. Use
sterilized pint canning
jars. Cut jalapenos
into fourths. Peel
garlic cloves, leave
whole. Into each jar
add tomato, garlic
cloves and jalapeno.
In medium saucepan,
add water, vinegar
and canning salt.
Slowly heat, stirring,
until salt dissolves.
Ladle into jars to cover
tomatoes. Make ad-
ditional brine if nec-
essary. Refrigerate at
least two weeks.
Serving suggestions:
Add to a charcuterie
board or chop and use
with an egg omelette
or fried potatoes. Keep
refrigerated.

Super Crossword

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

HEADS UP

The La Conner wastewater
treatment plant will close at 11
a.m. Friday, Sept. 6 to septage
hauling, yard waste dumping
and compost pickup. The plant
is expected to be closed most of
the day.

NOT TO BE MISSED

Saturday with the Mayor, it's
open mic. Come and talk with
Mayor Marna Hanneman at 10
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 7 at the La
Conner Swinomish Library.

Join local poet Susan Rich for
a short introduction to writing
poetry about visual art, 4-5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 7, at the Museum
of Northwest Art. Get inspired
surrounded by art and other
poets. RSVP at monamuseum.
orgl/events/poetry-writing.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish

Library. 520 Morris St., La

Conner. 360-466-3352. www.

laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/

events. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Saturday.

« Storytime for Children, 11 a.m.
Fridays.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount
Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov.

+ Seedling Storytime, 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays. For shy ones.

+ Board Games, 1-5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. All ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

* Family Storytime, 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to
5, siblings welcome.

* LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

+ Bilingual Storytime and Songs,
1-2 p.m. Saturdays. Ages 6
and under with caregivers.

+ Gamers Night/Noche de Ju-
gadores, 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays,
school-aged teens.

+ Skagit Genealogy, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. second Saturdays
except January, June, July,
December.

MUSEUMS

Museum of Northwest Art. 121
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5
p.m. Sunday and Monday.
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Through Sept. 29:

+ Joseph Gregory Rossano:
Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection
of large-scale works.

+ William Morris: Early Rituals.
This exhibit presents a selec-

STITCHWORK

Submit an event

Get eyes on your event
before the next Weekly
News hits the street. Go
to laconnerweeklynews.
com/page/community-
events-calendar/105 and
submit your event!
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tion of his works created from
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber

Arts Museum. 703 S. Second

St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday-Sunday. gfamuse-

um.org, 360-466-4288. Through

Oct. 13:

+ Quilts Japan: The 16th Quilt
Nihon. Various artists

+ Second Floor: Word Quilts.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Through
Sept. 29:

« Signs, Signs, Everywhere
Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson
of Mortenson Signs.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER
La Conner Sunrise Food

Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third

St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burling-
ton. 360-757-0445. Volunteer
and donation opportunities at
skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee
Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MEETINGS

La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that
focuses on tourism. Meets at
8:15 a.m. Mondays, 503 Morris
St., La Conner. Info: Gina Torpey,
360-228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery,
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon.
SMGC promotes interest in
recreational gardening.

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple
Center. For current agenda go to
www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

HELP WANTED: The Town of La
Conner is hiring for the position
of Senior Center Coordinator.
The position duties include the
coordination of activities, classes
and management of the Senior
Center. This is a 20-hour a week,
part-time position at $19.73 per
hour covering Tuesdays, approx-
imately 20 Thursday mornings in
the year and remote work. The
position includes sick leave but
no other benefits. For an em-
ployment application and full job
description, please refer to the
Town of La Conner website www.
townoflaconner.org under Em-
ployment. Applications are due
by 3 p.m. Monday, September 9.
Late submissions will not be ac-
cepted. The Town of La Conner
is an Equal Opportunity Employer
and does not unlawfully discrim-
inate on the basis of race, sex,
age, color, sexual orientation,
religion, national origin, marital
status, genetic information,
veteran’s status, disability, or any
other basis prohibited by federal,
state or local law.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR
SALE: Make the La Conner
Weekly News your job and your
future. Your dreams can come
true in the incredible Pacific
Northwest. Mine did. Take the
reins of a vibrant, financially
successful, community focused
subscription newspaper. Buy
your next job. 360-202-4660.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

4 9 8
6 1 7
5 8 6
9 6 8
2 7 9
7|3 2 4
2 5|4 3
3 8 6
9 7 8

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Former Brave wraps up a stellar medical career

By Bill Reynolds

Nancy Llewellyn may not
have known it at the time, but her
years at La Conner High School
in the late 1960s and early 1970s
were a prescription for future
SuCCess.

A positive prognosis was quite
apparent even then to fellow stu-
dents and faculty members alike,
all of whom admired her keen
academic skills, especially gifts
for solving tough math problems
and writing bold pieces for the
campus newspaper.

The 1972 La Conner grad
would go on to medical school at
the University of Washington and
a subsequent career in internal
medicine.

She officially retired Sept. 1,
having most recently devoted her
practice to the care of patients
in skilled nursing facilities after
hospitalization.

“It’s been an amazing career,”
she told the Weekly News, noting
that the first step on a half-century
long professional journey began
during her school days.

“They gave us a test when |
was at La Conner, it was kind of a
personality test, that helped match
you to certain professions,” she
recalled, sharing her trademark
infectious laugh. “Mine came up
with nursing, which I didn’t know
anything about.”

She proved to be a quick study.

As a student, the doctor admits
that her attendance wasn’t always
the best. Her grades told a differ-
ent story.

Math topped the list of classes
she wouldn’t miss. That she cred-
its to the teacher, Steve Crawford,
now retired and living in Mount
Vernon, and widely regarded as

one of the best to ever manage a
La Conner classroom.

“Mr. Crawford, he was my
hero,” Llewellyn said. “Mr.
Crawford and his math class
was a highlight of my time at La
Conner High School.”

Another highlight was working
on the student newspaper, the
La Conner High School Echoes.
That provided an outlet for her
teenaged rebellion.

She wrote one column critical
of the district’s policy of suspend-
ing students for skipping school.
It didn’t make sense to her that
the school would send students
home as punishment for ditching
class.

Another article poked fun at a
school dress code requiring girls
to wear dresses. She suggested
that wearing pants rather than
miniskirts would be preferable
for girls as they climbed stairs to
the second floor of the old high
school.

Llewellyn and her older sister,
Marge, arrived in La Conner from
Mobile, Ala., in 1968 when their
father, Dick Hoover, who became
a leader in the La Conner Rotary
Club, took a job in Anacortes.

The sisters had attended a
private parochial school, a much
different world than the one they
entered at La Conner. Some in the
south clung to racial segregation
in the 1960s.

“Marge and | were down there
when they were integrating,”
Llewellyn said. “There was one
time when a woman whisked me
away from a water fountain. Back
then, they had separate water
fountains (for Blacks).”

New to La Conner, the Hoover
girls practiced together to rid
themselves of their southern

NO MORE PAGERS — 1972 La Conner High School graduate Dr.
Nancy Llewellyn is settling into retirement after an “amazing” medical
career that included working with her son, Nick, on COVID-19 research.

accents.

“l was a ninth grader trying to
fit in,” Llewellyn said.

Following graduation, she
adhered to the results of the
high school career aptitude
test and studied nursing at
Western Washington University.
Eventually she transferred to the
UW, graduating in 1976.

While nursing at United
General Hospital in Sedro-
Woolley, a doctor impressed with
her talent suggested she attend
medical school. So did another.

But she and her husband,
George Llewellyn, a local com-
mercial fisherman and firefighter,
were at the time raising their
young children.

“I thought, ‘How can | go?’”
she said.

Fortunately, a friend provided
a loan for her to enroll at UW
medical school. She and George

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

divided parental roles to make it
happen.

“George had the kids during the
day,” she said, “and | took over in
the evening.”

She joined a four-member
carpool to Seattle, paying the
other three students to take her
turn driving while she studied in
the car.

While she was in medical
school, George Llewellyn used
his versatile skill set to maintain
the family’s cash flow and, as
Llewellyn put it, “to keep our
vehicles going.”

The family moved to Spokane
for her three-year residency,
returning home for her to practice
internal medicine with Fidalgo
Medical Associates in Anacortes.
They rented a home in Shelter
Bay so the children could attend
La Conner schools.

After 10 years with Fidalgo

Medical, she opened her own
practice, also in Anacortes. In
time, she purchased La Conner
Medical Center in her hometown.
She and her team rotated between
their Anacortes office and La
Conner.

After selling the La Conner
clinic, Llewellyn focused on work
as a hospitalist. That evolved into
filling a growing call for doctors
to care for those in long-term
nursing facilities.

“It served a huge need,” she
said. “It was all so new.”

Llewellyn said she had planned
to retire at age 66, but that coin-
cided with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. She soldiered on, caring
for COVID-19 patients.

“It was a tough time,” she said.

Coincidentally, her older
son, Nick Llewellyn, a 1998 La
Conner graduate, was conduct-
ing post-doctoral research into
COVID-19 at the University of
Southern California.

“Nick did a ton of work with
COVID,” she said.

Only now, four years after
the pandemic’s outbreak, has
Llewellyn found retirement
appealing.

“It’s time to do something
else,” she said. “I’ve been doing
something that’s common for doc-
tors, which is painting. I’ve been
doing that a lot lately, working the
other side of the brain.”

Coming full circle, she will
mark her retirement by drawing
upon that dormant state of rebel-
lion that occasionally marked her
student days.

“| plan to take my old pagers
and dump them in a glass of
wine,” she said with a laugh.

POLICE BLOTTER

Sunday, Aug. 25

10:39 a.m.: Simple miscommunication
— Caller reported a vehicle prowl with car
parts taken from the engine bay of his
vehicle. While investigating, the deputy
learned that another individual on the
property had taken the parts to try and
start a car they were working on. Car
owner no. 2 forgot to tell car owner no.

1, so no vehicle prowl. Fir Island Road,
greater La Conner.

Tuesday, Aug. 27

11:16 p.m.: Abandoned vehicle - Dep-
uties responded to a stripped-out vehicle
parked on the dike off Penn Road. The
car was not reported stolen. The dike
district was notified and will have it

removed. Kamb / Calhoun roads, greater

La Conner.

Friday, Aug. 30

7:16 p.m.: Slow it down next time -
Vehicle coming into town from Chilberg
Road was traveling fast and did not
make the turn for the roundabout.

The driver damaged the curb and the

landscaping. Insurance information
was obtained and forwarded to the
town. Chilberg Road / Morris Street, La
Conner.

Saturday, Aug 31

2:53 p.m.: Dog on the loose - Report
of a husky-type dog running in traffic and
nearly getting hit. A deputy responded

but did not locate the dog and no other
calls came in on the issue. Rainbow
Bridge, La Conner.

8:37 p.m.: Noisy dog - Dog barking
issues. Caller wanted the owners
contacted and warned about the county
noise ordinance. Calhoun Road, greater
La Conner.

For Sale 518 S. 4th Street, La Conner

Open House Saturday September 7, 2024 1:00-3:00 PM

Hosted by Tim and Maureen Good, RSVP Real Estate (360) 708-3828

iscover a slice of heaven in the quaint village of La Conner in the Architect’s dream of a

stunning contemporary home with water views perched high on the hill in the historic dis-
trict. This exceptional contemporary home combines modern elegance with natural tranquility.
Enjoy the peace and beauty of lovely gardens, complete with a spa house nestled by a babbling
brook and pond—perfect for moments of serene reflection. The home’s main level living area
overlooks the channel waterway offering a front-row seat to boats passing by. The solarium in-
vites you to bask in natural light year-round, while a separate art/craft studio or shop provides
the perfect space for your creative pursuits. Just steps down to the picturesque town of La Con-
ner, this home is a private urban retreat, a magical romantic escape in a vibrant destination town.
Whether you are exploring, admiring the tulip fields; the historic barns; soaking up the culture at
the Museum of Northwestern Art or the Historic Museum next door; or enjoying the galleries,
shops & restaurants, or walking the waterfront boardwalk, La Conner offers an unparalleled life-
style where nature and community come together in perfect harmony. $1,495,000
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