Wesen family honored for Pioneer Picnic - p 4
Local library now with lots of local art
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A fun and festive Fourth

DANCING IN MEMORY OF A REVOLUTION - In honor of George Washington, perhaps, and Thomas Jefferson, probably,
this couple displayed a copy of the Declaration of Independence as they rode in La Conner’s July 4 parade. If anyone knows
who they are and has contact information, please inform the Weekly News editor.

Happy holiday crowds have a blast

By Bill Reynolds

This year’s July 4 celebration in La
Conner was a double feature times
two.

Several entries in the town’s
Independence Day parade looped
downtown a second time. That eve-
ning, tribal vendors led by Rodney
John filled the sky with fireworks for
hours following the official pyrotech-
nics show over Swinomish Channel.

Both the parade and fireworks
received positive reviews as did the
two-band holiday evening concert at
the Port of Skagit’s La Conner Marina.

Social media was filled Thursday
night and into Friday with colorful
Fourth of July images of the local sky,
which some referred to as “fireworks
on steroids.”

Others said they “had never seen
anything like it” and that the fireworks
displays here were “spectacular,” “in-
credible” and “amazing” plus “by far
the longest ever seen.”

The show started long before
dark. The crowd, gathering at Gilkey
Square and up and down the board-
walk from 8 p.m. on first heard blasts
of noise filled the sky, then toward
dusk fireworks blossomed. Colorful
arcs of lights from Snee Oosh Beach
could be seen on the western horizon.
Those were more than matched by
Swinomish crews along the channel
and in the village.

With no wind, black and gray smoke
floated over the channel at least to
Second Street, a fog like haze.

Promptly at 10 p.m. Western Family
Fireworks, which also puts on shows
at Seattle’s Space Needle, started the
town’s 20-minute display. John and
fellow Swinomish vendors outshone
them and continued on.

The crowds on both sides of the
channel yelled for more. After one
long, sustained volley of light and
noise around 10:30 p.m. applause and
shouts of thank you came from folks
on the boardwalk.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Most in Gilkey Square and along
the boardwalk stayed a while as the
Swinomish fireworks lit up the night
sky. The several batteries along the
channel, on Front Street and streets
west of Pioneer Parkway each blast-
ed many times more pyrotechnics
past midnight. Less than a handful of
people remained on the boardwalk to
witness.

A different light show, monochrome-
ly red, were taillights as vehicles slow-
ly inched their way to the roundabout
to get out of town. By 11 p.m. the line,
while still stretching to Second Street,
was moving at a steady clip.

Earlier in the day, parade partici-
pants — including those steering a ver-
itable fleet of vintage cars, trucks and
tractors — made their way past crowds
that lined both sides of First Street
from Morris to Commercial.

“The parade was really well attend-
ed. There were so many people,” said

(continued on page 8)

Reception set for Quilt Museum Director Green

By Bill Reynolds

Amy Green has for the past de-
cade been the very uncommon thread
binding together diverse exhibits and
educational programs at the Pacific
Northwest Quilt and Fiber Arts
Museum at historic Gaches Mansion.

Her focus has been uncommon in
that Green brought with her to La
Conner in 2013 an extensive back-
ground in a wide range of artistic
impression and managerial experience,
including six years as director of oper-
ations at the famed Georgia O’Keefe
Museum in Santa Fe, N.M.

Now Green is returning to her roots.

She is retiring at the end of the
month, telling quilt museum board
members that she’ll “finally get some
time to do my art.”

Green officially steps down July 25
and plans to move to Massachusetts
to be near her son. Before then, the
public will get to send her off in fine
style befitting someone who has long
been instrumental in shaping the social
and cultural fabric of La Conner.

Green will be feted from 3-5 p.m.
Sunday, July 14, during a no-gift open
house at the museum.

“Everyone is welcome to attend,”
board members announced in a news
release. “This is our opportunity to
thank her for her years of service and
acknowledge the many things the
museum has accomplished under her
leadership.”

Among the highlights of Green’s
tenure here was stewarding the mu-
seum through its silver anniversary
celebration in 2022. The anniversary
exhibitions underscored the museum’s
role in promoting and displaying the
works of top quilters and fiber artists
from near and far, including Japan.

Green has spent much of her career
working in museums and non-profit
organizations that support the arts. In
La Conner, she has melded a passion
for textile arts — operating a fiber arts
center was an early ambition — with
her devotion to the museum field.

Her career journey has included
stops in the San Francisco Bay Area,
where Green worked eight years at a
multi-disciplinary arts center before
running a foundation in Sedona, Ariz.,
which enjoys a global reputation as a
mecca for artists, healers and spiritual

(continued on page 8)

LAST EXHIBIT FOR THIS DIRECTOR
— Amy Green is retiring after 13 years
as director of the Pacific Northwest
Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum. That is
a shoebill she is standing behind, an
African bird that is in “Avian Rhapsody,”
by the artist Serap Whitmer. It is open
through July 28. Say goodbye to Amy at
an open house Sunday at the museum.

— Photo by Ken Stern

Wet June,
a hot July

By Ken Stern

“Intense Heat Persists, Little Relief In Sight” was
Monday’s WSU’s AgWeatherNet outlook through
July 14 for west of the Cascades. Temperatures in
the 80s are forecast through Wednesday for coastal
areas.

The end of the week summary is “60s and 70s
expected.” The National Weather Service issued a
heat advisory through 10 p.m. Tuesday for northern
Puget Sound that included western Skagit County.

The weekend after July 4 became warmer and
warmer, with blue skies and temperatures reach-
ing a record 87.5 degrees 5 p.m. Sunday for the
date and 87.2 degrees Monday at 4 p.m. at the
Washington State University weather station on
Memorial Highway.

Summer weather started on July 4, but June had
its way: gloomy, with 14 days of rain. And, it was
definitely cool, with four record low temperatures
set for their days: June 6. 7, 13 and 25. The ther-
mometer went down to 43.2 degrees, 42.5 degrees,
40.2 degrees — the month’s low temperature the
13th — and 43.0 degrees June 25.

The 17 mornings with lows in the 40s brought

(continued on page 3)

Rain Report: June

Rain last week, June 23-29: 0.01

Rainfall in June; 2.61

Number of rain days: 14

Least rain, one day: 0.01, 3 days

Most rain, one day: 0.55, June 26

Rainfall last month, May: 2.89

Average rainfall, June 2000-2023: 1.73

Least rain: 0.1, 2003

Most rain: 4.5, 2001

Totals in inches. Data from WSU Mount Vernon.

Neighbors, mayor
discuss house fire

By Bill Reynolds

Mayor Marna Hanneman said the blaze that
destroyed one house and threatened others last
month is a wake-up call for the town during a July
6 forum at La Conner Swinomish Library.

She asked Fire Chief Aaron Reinstra and fire de-
partment community outreach officer Natalie Baker
to reflect on the incident and share safety tips.

The ensuing discussion was robust at times and
informative.

“| feel it’s important for us to communicate with
one another in an open and transparent manner,”
Hanneman said at the close of the 90-minute ses-
sion. Most of the 13 attendees were residents from
the north end neighborhood where the June 19
three-alarm fire occurred.

All expressed relief that homeowners Tony and
Jane Mitchell were able to escape without serious
injury and that neighbors safely vacated their hous-
es while the flames were being doused.

“That’s why | love this area,” said Reinstra.
“Everybody knew where everybody was. They
took care of everybody.”

Still, there were some dicey moments that
afternoon.

“It was horribly scary,” said next-door neighbor
Debbie Aldrich. She also criticized “looky loos,”
smoke-chasing onlookers who risked impeding the
response by firefighters.

Reinstra termed the fire accidental but declined
to cite a cause.

He was first on scene within five minutes of
receiving the initial 911 call. He recounted steps he
took to immediately get water on the burning house
with firefighters from La Conner, Skagit County
Fire District 13 and McLean Road Fire Department
en route to the North Fifth Street home.

“I was at the fire hall when the call came in,”
Reinstra said. “My first instinct was to look at the
sky. | saw smoke, so | jumped in the truck and
called for additional manpower. Our protocol is to
not leave until we have a crew of at least three, but
I knew how important it was to get water on that
fire as quick as possible. The first five minutes was
all about getting water on the house.”

Reinstra got immediate help, including from

(continued on page 8)
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From the editor —

May character trump ego

Our country is in a pickle, politically, and, oddly, a vast major-
ity of us seem to agree that our two major political parties are the
primary factor. While more Republicans are enamored with their
presidential candidate, Donald Trump, the polls show that most
voters wish we had two different people to choose from to lead the
country.

Neither the Republican Party, as an institution — or its adherents
— have any inclination of dealing with the deficits of their candi-
date, whether it is his age, his character or his criminal record. The
Democratic Party, as an organization, might have a little integrity
by honestly accounting the weakness of its candidate, President Joe
Biden. They are helped by the whole world watching Biden’s disas-
trous — and sad — June debate performance.

Biden has the future of his party, and his country, in his hands. If
he has the courage and the largess to end his quest for re-election,
he will trump his opponent in numerous ways. Solving the age issue
is the least of it. Our country longs for bold leadership. Statesman-
ship, a characteristic too few American politicians or high govern-
ment officials are familiar with, much less understand in practice,
requires putting the nation and principle above one’s position or
career. While that trait is little exhibited today, two Democratic
presidents have made the heart-wrenching decision to withdraw
their candidacies. In March 1952, Harry Truman, in the face of
opposition within his party, ended his bid for re-election, saying “I
have served my country long, and I think effectively and honestly.”

Historian Michael Beschloss recounts that in February 1952
Truman’s popularity rating was at an all-time low of 22 percent.

Within our lifetimes, we saw Lyndon Johnson stun the country
with his March 31, 1968, announcement at the end of a 40-minute
national TV address on Vietnam. Johnson said, “With America’s
sons in the fields far away, with America’s future under challenge
right here at home, with our hopes and the world’s hopes for peace
in the balance every day, | do not believe that | should devote an
hour or a day of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any
duties other than the awesome duties of this office — the presidency
of this country. Accordingly, | shall not seek, and I will not accept,
the nomination of my party for another term as your president.”

Presidents love being president. They have huge egos. Their
advisors tell them what they want to hear. It is on their own that
they must face their limitations.

Johnson, like Biden, had serious health issues. In 1967, Johnson
had gallbladder and kidney stone surgeries, a serious respiratory
infection and heart issues.

Biden, like Johnson, can completely change the landscape and
the political calculus by leaving the race. He then places the age
issue squarely on Trump’s back. Finally, in 2024, a person who
came of age in the 21st century, will be able to address 21st cen-
tury issues instead of a too-old man with a 20th century outlook
— and baggage.

Biden can leapfrog heavy and well-deserved criticism, turning it
into praise for his honest self-assessment. The sane among us will
be relieved.

In 1968, LBJ’s polling went from 57 percent disapproval to 57
percent approval virtually overnight. By taking himself out of the
running he was able to forcefully and fairly criticize Congress and
address critical issues on their merits.

Old Joe Biden’s withdrawal will give him and the nation an
accomplishment he cannot otherwise reach: a future of acclaim
and a legacy of putting the country on a firmer footing to preserve
democracy. That is Biden’s mission and cause today. Let us hope he
has the presence of mind to advance that goal in a heartbeat.

He will breathe easier once he withdraws, and so will people and
governments around the world.

Some tensions will lift and joy and, yes, the possibility of hope
may enter into our lives again.

— Ken Stern

Will airplanes and renewable
energy ever get to co-exist?

By Greg Whiting

“What about airplanes?”

That’s one of the most common
questions I get when people start
talking with me about renewable
energy. It’s like asking Henry
Ford “Hey, Henry, when’s that

Model A going to be able to run
200 miles an hour for about three
hours at Talladega?”

The answer: Not immediately,
but a Ford that’s a direct descen-
dant of the Model A will be able
to do that. It’s not like asking
when a Ford car will be able to
land on the moon.

Switching to renewable energy
will be possible without dis-
continuing large-scale aircraft.
Renewable fuel flight won’t force
international travel back onto lux-
ury liners. Using renewable fuel
for planes won’t require planes
with lead-acid batteries that can
only fly 20 miles at a time.

It also won’t require that
airlines start every flight by
winding up several VERY

LARGE rubber bands, brought
to you by the people at ACME
who have been addressing Wile
E. Coyote’s roadrunner-hunting
equipment needs since the 1940s.

Some work is underway on bat-
tery-powered planes. Lithium-ion
batteries, which use lightweight
lithium rather than heavy lead,
have been used to power small
planes for several years. Early last
year, the AutoFlight eV TOL suc-
cessfully completed a test flight of
155 miles at about 200 mph.

As with small electric cars,
small electric planes will even-
tually be introduced on a small
scale. We can expect that they’ll
gradually increase their market

(continued on page 6)

Clarification and details —

Explaining closure of Little Braves Preschool

By Mary Ellen Lykins

I would like to share some
clarifying information about the
closure of Little Braves Preschool
in La Conner. Skagit/Islands
Head Start (SIHS) partnered in
quality preschool programming
in La Conner for many years. \We
continue to believe it could be
an important contribution to the
community.

It may have been unclear to the
contributors writing the Weekly
News this spring, but the funding
model for the Little Braves pre-
school was never intended to rely
solely on SIHS funding. SIHS
agreed to provide a contracted
amount to the district preschool
for each child eligible for and
enrolled in Head Start. Not all
children served in the Little
Braves preschool were Head Start
enrolled. One desired benefit in
the collaboration was the ability
to provide classroom services
to children with disabilities in a
setting with typically developing
children (referred to as a “least
restrictive environment”).

SIHS contracted to provide
training to La Conner School
District staff, along with oversight
and support from our leadership
team in education, family service,
mental health and nutrition. The
school district contracted to
provide the center manager, Head

Start qualified teacher, assistant
teacher, classroom aide and staff-
ing to provide the family services
mandated by Head Start. The
district also agreed to maintain
the facility and an appropriate
preschool playground. Ms. Fakke-
ma, the principal, served as center
manager. The successful oper-
ation of the preschool required
significant commitment from both
parties.

The district struggled (despite
their best efforts, I believe) to hire
the required, qualified staff. The
teaching team who were hired
were committed and did wonder-
ful work, but were stretched thin.
To support them, SIHS provided
a mentor teacher at no additional
cost to the district. Because the
district was also unable to staff
the family support, we provided
family service staff at no cost.
SIHS also had funding to support
the creation of the playground,
but there was no progress in that
effort.

I believe everyone worked for
this collaboration to succeed and
hoped the district would be able
to grow into the missing supports.
However, Ms. Fakkema and |
were informed by district fiscal
staff that there was little likeli-
hood the district could continue
even at the existing funding level.

There also seemed to be a mis-
conception that a cut in funding

contributed to the closure. SIHS
did have to make the difficult
decision to reduce enrollment and
reorganize our services; however,
the “right-sizing” mentioned was
due to difficulties in staffing, not
funding cuts. We simply did not
have the staffing to serve all of the
children we were funded to serve
in our three-county area. The
decision to leave the Little Braves
collaboration was due partially to
that reorganizing, but also to the
inability of the district to provide
their part of the collaboration.
What we did have, in abundance,
was the emotional support and
commitment of SIHS staff, dis-
trict staff and parents.

I was happy to see Bill Reyn-
old’s article that the district is
considering transitional kinder-
garten. Done with quality, that
could provide great support to
the children and families of La
Conner.

SIHS welcomes any future
collaboration that would facilitate
the continuation of the robust and
high-quality services we are all
dedicated to providing. | would
like to personally offer my sincere
gratitude to the teachers, staff and
Ms. Fakkema for their hard work
and steadfast efforts to support the
success of the preschool.

Mary Ellen Lykins directs
SIHS and ECEAP out of Skagit
Valley College.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Town wants ideas,
just not from Glen

As an active community
member, | read almost every
article in the La Conner Weekly
News, usually by early Wednes-
day afternoon, so | typically
find things about which to write.
Sometimes | just sit and let the
soup simmer, see if it needs
some seasoning, maybe some
seasoned reasoning should come
to bare.

I found the town council’s
priorities (“La Conner council
sets priorities at retreat,” July 3)
very interesting. One member
of the council brought up the
importance of community in-
volvement, another stressed vol-
unteerism, communication and
safety. Economic development,
affordable housing, multi-task-
ing our monies. 1’ve been
involved with these issues for
years, yet | have not been asked
but once to explain myself.

The planner claimed that |
speak “ad nauseum” about my
affordable housing system. In
his several years here now, I’ve
spent less than half an hour in
total discussing my artistic yet
affordable housing system with
him. When I’ve donated and
volunteered my time, I’ve been
ignored.

When | was “Sloughmander”
for several years | entertained
the tourists, until the costume’s
head was stolen. | spent a few
hundred dollars on it, and
always got a positive response
at the parades. Some towns hire
such a clown, yet | volunteered
to sweat all up and down the
boardwalk and streets. Most
folks thought I was a hoot, a
touristy treat. | even got a $5 tip
once!

A tip of the hat, a thanks
from the town would have been
nice, I might have gotten a new
costume made. Sloughmander
slunk slowly back in the slough,
neutered by the reality that he’s

not of any value to the little
town with a limited view, can’t
even see the dike that’s missing
or what to do about it.

“We can create a positive
climate for housing,” was one
quote. “Where do the Realtors
and developers come in?” was
another. | donated a completely
plausible plan and model that is
patentable, but the town threw
it in the trash and threatened to
send me a bill.

One of the council’s top prior-
ities should be to get me back on
board. As it is, you’ve lost both
me and my positive energies.

Sincerely,

Glen S. Johnson

Skagit Valley

MoNA has more
great exhibits

Arecent article in your paper
reviewed the new exhibitions at
MoNA, the powerful paintings
and glass work of Joseph Greg-
ory Rossano’s “Portrait of the
Divine,” and “Early Rituals,”
the iconic creations of a master
in glass, William Morris (June
19, 2024).

However, two upstairs exhibi-
tions were not mentioned. The
first is a beautiful exhibition
from MoNA’s permanent collec-
tion, “At the Seam,” including
new acquisitions and the last
is “SOMOS (WE ARE)” in the
small Outside/In Gallery.

It is the latter upon which |
would like to comment. The
artwork is created by young
artists from the Catholic Com-
munity Services’ Farm Worker’s
Center (Centro de Trabajodores)
in Mount Vernon The Center’s
art studio (Estudio de Arte para
Ninos) has been in existence for
over a decade. It was begun as
a collaboration between artist
Patty Detzer and the mentors at
the Center to create a permanent
ceramic mosaic for the Center.

Over the years, other local
artists and supporters joined

and after Patty’s tragic loss to
cancer, have carried on with

her work and expanded into a
comprehensive art studio. The
installation’s curators, Troy Gil-
patric and Heidi Epstein, have
both worked many years with
these children.

In 2020, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Heidi
brought in MoNA’s Nicolette
Harrington and Ellie Cross to
help facilitate supplies and les-
sons for the children to be done
at home. They are instrumental
in not only the exuberance and
beauty of the exhibition’s pre-
sentation, but in guiding much
of the artwork as teachers. In
addition to the Center’s staff,
especially Director Marta Mar-
tinez and her former assistant
Guillermina Bazante, it is to
the many volunteers who have
given generously of their time:
Anita Ordonez, Virginia Hand,
Steve Crider and Jan Tivel, to
name a few, that have contribut-
ed to the joy of this exhibition.

Sincerely,

Christine Wardenburg-Skinner

Edison

Thanks and praise for re-
searching and designing the June
26 Weekly News photo center-
fold go to Rhonda Hundertmark,
design and layout editor, and
Judy Booth, frequent contributor.

LETTERS POLICY

Please write! Letters to the
editor of up to 350 words are
welcome, as are longer analyses
and statements.

Write a 500-word guest col-
umn. Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday.
Include your name, address and
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All letters are edited for civility,
clarity and style.

Send to editor@laconnernews.
com.
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Fire stirs town panels’ talks on housing density

By Bill Reynolds

In the aftermath of a June
20 house fire that threatened
neighboring homes, La Conner
residents questioned growth
management population pro-
jections for the town that have
increased residential density as
vacant lots fill in.

“As everybody here knows,
we’ve had a tragic fire here on
Fifth Street,” Town Emergency
Management Commission chair
Jerry George said during that
board’s July 2 meeting at Maple
Hall. “That fire was hot and
fast.”

George lives a few paces from
the home that was engulfed in
flames and was among neigh-
bors who helped water adjoining
lawns and houses.

“For me, it was a telling fire,”

he said. “It made me signifi-
cantly fearful. First, for the
equipment necessary to respond
to such a fire. And second, the
way our town is arranged. In
the front of that house, the fire
could be fought. It was more
difficult to the rear.”

The fire gutted the house of
Tony and Jane Mitchell and
caused smoke damage to nearby
homes. George said it could’ve
had a far worse outcome had it
not been for fast action of local
firefighters and neighbors.

“It could’ve been worse if it
wasn’t for a lot of great people,”
George said. “That fire could’ve
been much worse.

“The (state) Growth Manage-
ment Act calls for La Conner to
shoehorn houses into every va-
cant lot,” he added. “That’s sui-
cidal as far as fire is concerned.”

Town tax revenues stay up

By Ken Stern

The La Conner tourist econ-
omy may be back on track.

The June sales tax revenues of
$58,778 reported to town council
by the state’s Department of
Revenue, are the second highest
total for the month, only below
2022’s record. It is 10.6% above
last June’s. This is April’s tax
collection, the month of the Tulip
Festival.

The Special Use Fire Tax rev-
enues, at $5,870 is 10.8% above
last year’s and also the second
best June.

For the first half of 2023, sales
tax revenues are at 44.8% of the
year’s projected total while the
fire truck tax is at 54.2% of its
projected total.

The motel/hotel tax revenues
are not going gangbusters. Its
June total of 14,159 is $9,625 be-
low last year and the lowest June
total since at least 2016, with the
exception of the 2020 pandem-
ic year. Its year-to-date total is
at 47.2%, okay as the summer

vacation season starts.

The $444 collected in property
tax brings the six-month total to
54.2% of the annual budget. The
$3,750 of REET tax (real estate
excise tax), collected adds to the
109% of the projected annual
total.

Revenues from the three
wastewater operations funds
are matching 2024’s budget
projections. Of June’s $235,026
reported, $105,2000 is the
water utility; sewer revenues are
$98,146.

Compost fees and sales con-
tribute $84,289. Expenses for the
funds continue to be lower than
budgeted, with projects probably
scheduled for later in the year.

Revenues from all sources
for the year are 40% of projec-
tions. All expenses total 29% of
planned annual costs.

Sales tax totals are collections
from town businesses and online
purchases delivered to La Conner
addresses.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal
year.

Town Administrator Scott
Thomas and Assistant Planner
Ajah Eills offered a more opti-
mistic outlook.

Thomas said building codes
have gotten more stringent,
requiring fire-resistant walls.

Eills, who facilitated the
planning commission meeting
that followed the emergency
management session, said town
code mandates new structures be
sprinkled when built within 10
feet of a property line or another
building.

“It’s not always a popular
requirement because sometimes
the applicant has to replace an
existing water line for fire flow,”
Eills said.

She said that Fire Chief Aaron
Reinstra reviews site plans for
new construction. However,
she acknowledged that the new
codes don’t apply to existing
structures.

“Yes,” she said, “it’s scary to
have a bunch of older houses
next to each other but we have a
great fire department. And new
construction requires sprin-
kling.”

Thomas said the Mitchell
house fire is probably the first
major blaze here in a generation.

“I think this is the first struc-

“It could’ve been worse
if it wasn’t for a lot of
great people.”

Jerry George

ture fire we’ve had in 30 years,”
Thomas said. “I think what this
group can do is point out what
residents can do — like maintain-
ing their smoke alarms and fire
extinguishers.”

Mayor Marna Hanneman
credited firefighters, neighbors
and divine intervention with
keeping the Fifth Street fire
from spreading to other houses.

“There’s usually a wind that
comes up about the time the fire
started,” she said, “but on that
day there was no wind then. It
didn’t start up until after the fire
was out.”

Longtime La Conner resident
Linda Talman echoed George’s
sentiments during the planning
commission meeting, praising
firefighters for their yeoman
work in trying circumstances.

“Houses are too close to-
gether,” she said. “There were
houses around there that were
impacted (by smoke damage).
We need to really examine our

setbacks. What happened in this
fire to neighboring houses could
happen on Maple Avenue and
elsewhere.”

In other business, planning
commissioners considered a
request by Talman that future
community mingles be held at
a site with better acoustics than
the Civic Garden Club, and
include public safety training or
incentives to boost attendance.

Commissioner Cynthia Elliott
spoke in favor of the mingles
addressing specific and relevant
topics. She said a recent mingle
on potential uses for the Jenson
Property was effective, but
no immediate action is antici-
pated there due to town fiscal
constraints.

“It would be helpful if the
mingles are relevant at the time
(they are held),” Elliott said.

Eills said the Public Works
Department will use a Skagit
County traffic counter on South
Second Street ahead of the
conversion of First Street to
one-way southbound traffic in
the fall.

As for the emergency man-
agement commission, George
said its work on a Community
Emergency Management Plan is
about 90% complete.

Rain report

= » = (from page 1)

the month’s average low tem-
perature down to 48.5 degrees,
1.8 degrees below the century
average. The month’s aver-
age daily temperature was 59
degrees, 1.3 degrees below the
century’s norm. June’s average
daily high of 68.1 degrees was
a full degree below average for
the last 25 years. These lower
temperatures are an outlier for
the century.

Summer started warm, howev-
er: the month’s highest tempera-
tures were 80.8 degrees June 21
and 77 degrees June 20. That

League sets forum for lands commissioner

The League of Women Voters
of Washington and the League of
Women \oters of Clark County
will present the candidates for the
commissioner of public lands to
voters in a candidate forum.

The forum will be held at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 18, at
Clark College in Vancouver. The
90-minute forum will be in person
and will be televised live on TVW
and streamed at tvw.org/video/.
The forum is co-sponsored by
The Columbian and The Reflector
newspapers.

\oters can expect to hear candi-

CELEBRATION
OF LIFE

There will be a Celebration of
Life for Holly Gwinn Graham
Saturday July 20, 2-5 p.m. at The
Evergreen State College House
of Welcome Long House, 2800
Dogtooth Lane NW, Olympia,
WA 98505.

No reservations are required.
For more information visit

Holly Gwinn Graham, Feb. 18,
1946-Feb. 4, 2024, was a singer,
songwriter, actor, director, writer,
artist, teacher, activist, mother
and grandmother.

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

dates respond to questions about
the office and how they would
fulfill the role of commissioner of
public lands.

“The Commissioner of Public
Lands makes critical decisions
about management of state lands.
This forum offers voters the
opportunity to find out how the
Commissioner would do this,”
said League of Women \oters
of Washington President Mary
Coltrane.

“Meeting and visiting with
those running for public office
benefits both the candidates and
the voters,” said Nancy Halvorson,
president of the League of Women
\oters of Clark County. “Candi-
dates hear directly from voters on
what issues are most important
and voters gain the knowledge that
is needed to inform our decisions
when it comes time to vote.”

Source: Washington League of
\Women Voters

Skagit Valley

Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2

through October

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

(hristiansonsNursery.com

brought about the month’s three
warmest days, June 20-22, with
the 64 degrees daily average tem-
perature the 21st June’s highest,
shouldered by 63 degrees June
20 and 62.5 degrees June 22.

June was much wetter than
normal for this century, its 2.6
inches of rain almost an inch
above the 25 year average of 1.7
inches. There were 14 days of
measurable precipitation, but half
were under one-tenth inch. Four
days it rained over 0.4 inches.
The back-to-back storms June
2-3 brought 0.9 inches. The rain
June 26-27 added 1 inch.

Four of the six wettest years
since 2000 have been since 2016,

with 2024’s 2.6 inches the sixth
wettest year. Over 3 inches fell

in 2020 and 2022. And, an odd
pattern: every even year since
2008 has had more June rain than
the year following.

So, four of the seven years of
less than an inch of June rain
have been since 2015.

The record of 4.5 inches was
in 2001.

Western Skagit County enters
the dry season with 17.9 inches
of rain to date, 1.4 inches above
the century average.

Measurements and data are at
Washington State University’s
Mount Vernon weather station on
Memorial Highway.

Your source for local, organic foods, healthy sandwiches and fresh produce
We carry gluten free, dairy free, vegan and vegetarian options

4( O e 2

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

www.portofskagit.com

| 360-757-0011
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Wesen family
feted at 120th
Pioneer Picnic
in La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

One man helping shape the fu-
ture of Skagit County hails from
a family that has molded much of
its history.

Skagit County Commissioner
Ron Wesen comes from a
pioneer family that has farmed
in the Bow-Edison area for more
than a century and today operates
a 1,100-acre organic dairy.

The Wesen family will be hon-
ored Aug. 1 at the 120th annual
Skagit County Pioneer Associa-
tion Picnic and Business Meeting
in La Conner.

The Wesens, who through the
decades have made significant
contributions in fields ranging
from agriculture and business
to public service and education,
will be joined in La Conner by
Concrete civic leaders Jason
Miller, John and Gail Boggs,
Marty and Adrienne Smith, and
Valerie Stafford and Fred West,
who are this year’s Pioneer Spirit
Award recipients.

THE WESEN FAMILY, CIRCA 1910 — The Wesen family gathers for a family portrait in about 1910. From left
to right, back row: Elizabeth, Charles, Victor, Gust being held by Hannah and Ellen. Front row: Marie, Emil,
— Photo courtesy Skagit County Historical Museum

Wilhelmina and Carl.

The Wesen story, which
begins in Sweden, includes a
La Conner connection. Charles
Victor Wesen and Hannah
Olsson married here in 1896
after meeting in Chicago, where
he was studying for the ministry,
and she was employed as a
housekeeper.

Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

They later settled on 120 acres
in Bow, much of which had to be
cleared of stumps. The Wesens
began by raising oats and hay.
They added sweet corn, pea
crops and stationary pea viners,
providing summer employment.

Yet well before World War |
it was dairying that had begun
shaping the Wesen brand as
Skagit Valley then boasted two
major milk condenseries, one
of which was owned by John B.
Agen, grandfather of current La
Conner School Board member
John T. Agen.

In the beginning, there was
no “Wesen” brand. The family
name in Sweden was Anders-
son. Sometime between 1886
and 1896, Charles Andersson
changed his last name to Wesen
for reasons now lost to time.

What is known is that in 1886,
when Andersson was 18, his
older sister was engaged. Her
fiancé’s brother had emigrated
to the United States. He sent
letters extolling America with the
opportunity to earn decent wages
and buy property.

To Charles Andersson, the U.S.
sounded quite attractive. Within
a couple months he was on his
way by ships and trains that took
him to Oakland, Nebraska, a hub

“AGIT VALLE
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for Swedish emigrants.

But he found Nebraska too
hot in the summer and too cold
in winter months. He moved to
Skagit County and its temper-
ate climate, joining its growing
Scandinavian population.

He got an offer to work as a
farm laborer outside Burlington,
then ventured to Chicago for
theological studies. There he
met Hannah Olsson, four years
his junior. She came with him to
Skagit County where on Dec. 6,
1896, the couple was married in
La Conner.

The Wesens in 1908 found
their slice of heaven on farm-
land about 20 miles north of La
Conner, where the Skagit Argus
reported more than 100 years
ago that Charles Wesen “is now
milking 12 cows as a starter.”

Three generations later, the
Wesens milk approximately 800
cows. Ron Wesen, a great-grand-
son of Charles and Hannah
Wesen, is the senior member
of the county commission. He
participated in the 2003-05 ag-
fish tribal summit that forged
an agreement between the farm
community and Swinomish Tribe
addressing land use and salmon

(continued on page 8)

‘Fresh Deals

T . New Savings Every Week

Open Daily to Everyone - Downtown Mt. Vernon - skagitfoodcoop.com

School board
adopts goals
for 2024-25

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner School District
Superintendent David Cram and
board members approved key
goals for the 2024-25 academic
year at their study session
Monday night.

Before the meeting start-
ed, the district hired a special
education director, a role former
superintendent Will Nelson jug-
gled with other administrative
duties after special programs co-
ordinator Andy Wheeler retired
in 2023.

Cram announced that Beth
Mills, who has worked in the
special education field for two
decades, will run special edu-
cation in La Conner. She comes
from the Granite Falls School
District.

“I’m excited about that,”
Cram said of the Mills hiring.
“She brings a lot of experi-
ence and good ideas in special
education.”

La Conner district staff had
prioritized the hiring of a spe-
cial education director during
meetings held earlier this year to
determine the district’s direc-
tion after Nelson’s unexpected
resignation.

“This is huge,” board presi-
dent Susie Deyo said.

Faced with budget constraints,
staff preferred to hire a special
education director over a costly
search to replace Nelson. They
felt confident that Cram, then
the district’s deputy superinten-
dent and finance chief, could
team with director of teaching
and learning Beth Clothier to
lead the district’s administrative
team through 2024-25.

Board members expressed
similar confidence on Monday
when they agreed to pay Cram
an additional $1,000 per month
for the 12 months they expect
him to fill the role.

“I appreciate Dave taking
on these additional duties, and
$12,000 is only a ceremonial
amount based on what his added
duties will be,” said board mem-
ber John Agen. “It’s not indica-
tive of his true value.”

The board on Monday
approved a list of seven goals
for Cram going forward. Those
include:

Improving student academic
scores by 10 points in math and
reading;

Actively engaging with the
community and school partners
with frequent communication;

Providing organizational lead-
ership with good management
oversight;

Presenting a three-year
facilities plan to be reviewed
regularly;

Supporting the adopted goals
of the school board:;

Facilitating the process for
identifying and selecting a new
superintendent; and

Campaigning for a successful
levy election in February 2025.

Cram said he’ll speak to La
Conner’s service organizations
in the months ahead. He wants
to implement board member
Alana Quintasket’s plan to
schedule community dinners.

Deyo divided the board’s
goals into financial stewardship,
community connections and
student achievement.

“These line up with our strate-
gic plan,” she said.

Topping the board’s list is
developing a timeline to achieve
a 10% budget fund balance,
passing the February 2025 levy
election, accelerating academic
performance with a continued
focus on math, planning regular
opportunities for school-com-
munity engagement, and hiring
a permanent superintendent by
June 2025.

Deyo said that in the short-
term the board is looking to
further cement relations with
the Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community, including a
luncheon with senate chairman
Steve Edwards and attending a
meeting of the 11-member tribal
governing panel.

The board’s next meeting is
7 p.m. July 29 in the district’s
administration building.
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Works line walls
of the La Conner
Swinomish Library

By Sarah Christensen

Discovery. Connections.
Inspiration. The La Conner
Swinomish Library’s mission is
to create a safe, supportive and
welcoming place that goes be-
yond providing traditional library
resources.

Over the past four years, a
small group of board members,
library staff, community leaders,
Tribal leaders and patrons of
the arts have worked together to
develop displays of Northwest
art and Skagit historical pieces
for our library.

A little background is needed.
As the library neared completion,
the library board approved the
creation of a committee to devel-
op a program that would provide
opportunities to share the rich
artistic and historical heritage of
La Conner, Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community and surround-
ing areas. The board appointed
Robert Hancock, a library trust-
ee, to chair the committee.

The Art Committee was soon
filled with representatives from
the Swinomish tribe (Krista
Hamburg), Museum of North-
west Art (Gretchen Dunlap Mc-
Cauley), the Pacific Northwest
Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum
(Jacque Chase), the Skagit Coun-
ty Museum (Jo Wolfe), Library
Director Jean Markert, library
board member Sarah Chris-
tensen, library board chair Susan
Macek and community member
Robert Hancock.

The committee first created a
policy defining how the library
would accept loans of art and
historical pieces for display. This

Members of the La Conner Swinomish Library Art Committee include (from left) Robert Hancock, Sarah
Christensen (seated), Jacque Chase, Jean Markert and Susan Macek are pictured with a 2008 Clayton
James oil on board painting. Not pictured are committee members Krista Hamburg and Jo Wolfe.

process was underway months
before the new library opened
and included consultations with
the architects (BuildingWork)
and library staff. The committee
decided to implement a loan
system that allowed a variety of
pieces to be displayed through-
out the year. The exception is
the paddles on loan from the
Swinomish tribe are a permanent
display. They hang behind the
circulation desk.

By having committee members

from the Swinomish Tribe and
the museums, the committee cre-
ated a partnership that supports
interaction and cooperation with
La Conner organizations. This
allowed for cross-promotion
between our committee partners
that established a strong commu-
nity-based focus for the library.
Recently, local art patrons
Maureen Harland, Dunlap
McCauley and Kathy and Jerry
Willins found art collectors who
are willing to loan and display

‘Holler’ in La Conner with Poetry Foundation

By Cora Thomas

The Skagit River Poetry
Foundation celebrates the
summer sun by “making you
wanna holler” at its free, fun
and family friendly “Make Me
Wanna Holler” from 1-5 p.m.
Sunday, July 21, in beautiful
Pioneer Park. Come for live
music, a barbecue and poetry
open mic.

The delicious food for pur-
chase includes burgers, hot
dogs, ice cream, beverages and
vegetarian options. Rock the

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com

LINCOLN

THEATRE

Saturday
July 20
7:30 PM

7125S. 1st St - Mount Vernon ©
360.336.8955
lincolntheatre.org

afternoon away with the Delta
Promenade Band. Enjoy acous-
tic delta, country, ragtime and
hokum blues songs on guitar,
harmonica and standup bass.

Bring a few poems, prose or
stories and share your words
with the crowd during the open
mic poetry reading at the amphi-
theater nestled in the trees with a
relaxing view of the water. Bring
a camp chair.

The Skagit River Poetry

Foundation hosts it third annual
summer event to thank the com-
munity for their support all year
through.

The 2024 Skagit River Poetry
Festival will take place in La
Conner Oct. 3-5. Poets from all
over the world and the nation
will attend and host workshops,
discussions and readings.

Information, Poetry Festival
tickets: SkagitRiverPoetry.org.

Source: SRPF

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

= Desks

= Lamps

= Garden Art

* Wooden Toys

= Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
= Collectible Wooden Bowls

= PNW-Themed Gifts
= End Tables & More!

Stop by our showroom today!
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 e 360-424-8455

www.NWFF.com
919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

VOTED SKAGIT'S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023

EST. 1972 Family Operated

& EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

— Photo courtesy Sarah Christensen

their art. Now on display is the
third art/history exhibition in
the library that focuses on the
late local landscape painter Joel
Brock and a 17-panel quilt from
the Pacific Northwest Quilt and
Fiber Arts Museum.

We look forward to a new
exhibition this fall/winter.

The community connection
and generosity from our commu-
nity partners has created artistic
inspirational discoveries in our
library.

Sarah Christianson is a La
Conner Swinomish Library
board member.

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming fun activities.

Skagit City School Picnic, 1-3
p.m. Sunday, July 14, 17508
Moore Road, Mount Vernon. Join
us for this time-honored tradition
of celebrating community. Food
will be available from the La
Conner Rotary Club.

The 20th annual NW Art Beat
Studio Tour sees 22 artists
showing their works in 16 studios
in a free, self-guided Skagit
Valley art studio tour from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. July 20 and 21. NW

Art Beat is presented by Skagit
Artists. Get the map guide and
learn more at NWArtBeat.com.

La Conner Live 2024 Summer
Concert Series takes over
Gilkey Square every Sunday from
1-4 p.m. through Sept. 8 at First
and Morris streets. The lineup
features The Fabulous Murph-
tones, July 14; Lost at Last, July
21; Mojo Cannon, July 28; Billy
Appleton Band, Aug. 4; Midlife
Crisis and the Alimony Horns,
Aug. 11; The Walrus, Aug. 18;
Cascadia Groove, Aug. 25; Pa-
cific Twang, Sept. 1; Chris Eger
— Richard Williams Invitational
Jam, Sept. 8.

Anacortes Summer Concerts.
The Port of Anacortes presents
its 2024 free summer concert se-
ries at Seafarers’ Memorial Park,
601 Seafarers Way, beginning
July 10 with the Naughty Blokes.
See the whole summer concert
lineup online at portofanacortes.
com/events.

Hear Jazz at the Library, spon-
sored by Anacortes Public
Library and the Manieri En-
dowment, for upcoming concerts
at the Heart of Anacortes, 1014
Fourth St. At 12:30 p.m. Sunday,
July 14, hear the 17-piece ATown
Big Band, joined by special
guests the Barefoot Jazz Band.
At 1 p.m. Sunday, July 21, Cafe
Impromptu quartet presents a
Sunday jazz concert with special
guests Tobi Stone and Lisa Liu.

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY ¢ BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon
Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 * Fri. & Sat.: 9to 9 * Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

712S. 1st St. - Mount Vernon, WA

JIMMIE DALE GILMORE

WITHTHE GUILTY ONES

SUNDAY JULY 14at 730 M

360.336.8955 ?:Efé

lincolntheatre.org oYkt
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Renewable fuels
= = = (from page 2)

share as mass production lowers
their price, making their advanta-
geous maintenance and fuel costs
more and more relevant.

Big planes, for the foreseeable
future, will require liquid fuels,
which contain a lot of energy per
pound. There are several options
available to synthesize liquid
airplane fuels.

An alternative that’s al-
ready been used, and proven
in some specific large-scale
market circumstances, is the

Fischer-Tropsch (FT) chemical
synthesis process. This process

is used to convert a mixture of

carbon monoxide and hydrogen

into liquid fuels. A few years
ago, the U.S. Air Force proved

that it works in today’s airplanes,

by doing several test flights of

F-16s powered with a completely

synthetic FT fuel.

FT requires significant electric
energy. However, as discussed
in this space before, the cost of
electricity generated by solar and
wind systems is still falling, and
the costs of energy storage sys-
tems that can make intermittent
solar and wind available 24 hours
a day are also falling. Putting re-
newable energy systems directly
beside a FT synthesis plant could
provide cheap energy without the
costs and losses associated with
transmitting the energy over long

distances.

Carbon monoxide and hydro-
gen can come from gasification
of otherwise-landfilled organic
wastes, or from plants grown spe-
cifically for fuel. Considerable at-
tention is going into the question
of how to grow fuel precursors
using non-food crops on marginal
lands. Switchgrass, for instance,
grows very quickly and can be
planted in locations unsuitable
for food crop production, such as
sandy soils or, conceivably, even

freeway medians.

And there’s yet another option:
Production of biofuels, like
ethanol, is also a proven techno-
logical concept. The same ideas
as for gasification feedstocks
are being investigated to avoid
competition with food crops. One
can realistically envision a future
in which the cost of a FT fuel or
biofuel will be competitive with
the cost of a fuel derived through
the distillation and transportation
of conventional crude oil.

SUPERIOR COURT OF

bar is effective as to claims

months after the date of first

Personal

Representatives or

RCW 11.40.070 by serving

court.

WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00309-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate
of
Clark Tullis Scarboro,
Deceased

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This

— Weekly SUDOKU ___

against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate
assets.

Date of first publication: June
26, 2024

Joan Brandt Scarboro

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys  for  Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, June 26, July 3,
and July 10, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the Estate of
CAITLIN ANNE
MCDERMOTT
FOLLSTAD,
Deceased.

Case No.: 24-4-00265-29
AMENDED NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.010
The person named below has
been appointed as administra-
tor of this estate. Any person
having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
administrator or the adminis-

Answer
trator’s attorney at the address
4|2|8|7|5|1]|3|9]|6 stated below a copy of the
1l9l7l3lalel2]8]|5 claim and filing the original
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AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim
is forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate
assets.

Date of First Publication:
June 26, 2024
Personal
Dewey Weddle
Attorney for the Person-
al Representative: Rachelle
Eason

Address for Mailing or Ser-
vice: 909 7th Street, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221

Court of Probate proceed-
ings: Skagit County Superior
Court

Cause
24-4-00265-29
SIGNED this 13th day of
June, 2024.

/s/ Dewey Weddle

Dewey Weddle, Adminis-
trator of the Estate of Caitlin

Representative:

number:

Anne McDermott Follstad
Prepared by:
/s/ Rachelle Eason
Rachelle  Marie  Eason,
WSBA # 29922

Attorney for Petitioner

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, June 26, July 3,
and July 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00328-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate
of
Carole J. Moeller, Deceased

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate
assets.

Date of first publication: June
26, 2024

Barbara J. Beam

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys  for  Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, June 26, July 3,
and July 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON IN AND
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
In the matter of the Estate
of
PAUL VINCENT WASIK
Deceased.

No. 24-4-00299-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Personal Representa-

tives named below have been
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentatives of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to the

the Personal Representatives’
attorney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the court. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim
is forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
June 26, 2024.

Dates Published: June 26,
July 3, July 10, 2024

Personal Representative:

PATRICIA LEE & ALAN
WASIK

c/o OLYMPIC LEGAL SER-
VICES, P.S.

2114 Commercial Aveue

P.O. Box 1031

Anacortes, WA 98221-1031

Attorney for the Estate:

NELI T. ESPE, WSBA #
29783

Address
Service:

OLYMPIC LEGAL SER-
VICES, P.S.

2114 Commercial Aveue

P.O. Box 1031

Anacortes, WA 98221-1031

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, June 26, July 3,
and July 10, 2024.

for Mailing or

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of
CHUNG, YEO JIN,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00353-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-
ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.
Any person having a claim
against the Decedent must
present the claim: (a) Before
the time when the claim would
be barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and (b)
In the manner provided in
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing
the original of the claim with
the foregoing Court, and (ii)
By serving on or mailing to me
at the address below a copy of
the claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of: (a)
Thirty (30) days after I served
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication
of this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time period, the claim will be
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both
the Decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication of
this Notice: July 3, 2024

/s/

Christopher Jones, Personal
Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656
Attorney  for
Representative

314 Pine St., Ste 211
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 3, 10, and
17, 2024.

Personal

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR Skagit COUNTY
No. 24-4-00235-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
In The Matter of The Estate
of:
Pauline F. Couch, Deceased.
The person named below
has been appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of this
Estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in

on or mailing to the Personal
Representative at the address
stated below, a copy of the
claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets
Date of First Publication:
July 10, 2024.

Theresa Barclay

Personal Representative
PO Box 999/32621
202nd St

Duvall, WA 98019
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 10, 17, and
24, 2024,

NE

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00361-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate
of
Karen Lois Hadman,
Deceased
The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate

assets.

Date of first publication: July
10, 2024

Cindy Maxwell

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

KATE SZUREK, WSBA
#26723

Attorneys
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, July 10, 17, and
24,2024,

for  Personal

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON, COUNTY
OF SKAGIT
In re the Guardianship of:
EMMA JUNEBY
BILLINGSLEY
Respondent/s
No. 24-4-00266-29
Summons Served by
Publication
(SMPB)
To (other party’s name/s):
Emma Juneby Billingsley

1. Petitioner has started a
court case by filing a petition.
The name of the Petition is:
Petition for Guardianship,
Conservatorship, or Protective
Arrangement of an Adult

2. You must respond to this
summons and petition by serv-
ing a copy of your written re-
sponse on the person signing
this summons, any other par-
ty, and by filing the original
response with the clerk of the

If you do not serve your writ-
ten response within 60 days
after the first date of publica-
tion, which is June 12, 2024,
the court may enter an order
of default against you and the
court may, without further no-
tice to you, enter an order and
approve or provide for the re-
lief requested in the petition.

If the petition has not been
filed, you may demand that
the petitioner file this lawsuit
with the court. If you do so,
the demand must be in writing
and must be served upon the
person signing this summons.
Within 14 days after you serve
the demand, the petitioner
must file this lawsuit with the
court, or the service on you of
this summons and petition will
be void.

3. You have the right to have
a lawyer help you. If you can’t
afford a lawyer, the court will
appoint one for you at public
expense. You can ask the court
visitor about getting a lawyer.
Or you can write the judge a
letter asking for a lawyer. If
you wish to seek the advice
of a lawyer in this matter, you
should do so promptly so that
your written response, if any,
may be served on time.

4. The court hearing on this
matter shall be held on the fol-
lowing date and time:

DATE: August 16, 2024

TIME: 9:00 AM

PLACE: SKAGIT COUN-
TY SUPERIOR COURT

ROOM: TBD

IMPORTANT NOTICE

PLEASE READ
CAREFULLY

If a guardian or conservator
is appointed, you could lose
one or more of the following
rights:

(1) To marry, divorce, or en-
ter into or end a state regis-
tered domestic partnership;

(2) To vote or hold an elected
office;

(3) To enter into a contract or
make or revoke a will;

(4) To appoint someone to act
on your behalf;

(5) To sue and be sued other
than through a guardian;

(6) To possess a license to
drive;

(7) To buy, sell, own, mort-
gage, or lease property;

(8) To consent to or refuse
medical treatment;

(9) To decide who shall pro-
vide care and assistance;

(10) To make decisions re-
garding social aspects of your
life.

Under the law, you have cer-
tain rights.

You have the right to be rep-
resented by a lawyer of your
own choosing. The court will
appoint a lawyer to represent
you if you are unable to pay or
payment would result in a sub-
stantial hardship to you.

You have the right to ask
for a jury trial on the issue of
capacity.

You have the right to be pres-
ent in court and testify when
the hearing is held to decide
whether or not you need a
guardian or conservator. If a
court visitor is appointed, you
have the right to request the
court to replace that person.

You have the right to ask
the court to establish a pro-
tective  arrangement  in-
stead of a guardianship or
conservatorship.

Dated: 05/30/2024

/s/

Rachelle Marie Eason

Rachelle  Marie
WSBA # 29922

Attorney for Petitioner

FILE ORIGINAL OF YOUR
ANSWER AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS WITH THE

Eason,

CLERK OF THE COURT AT:
Skagit  County  Superior
Court

205 W Kincaid, Room 103

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

SERVE A COPY OF YOUR
ANSWER AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS ON:

Rachelle Marie Eason

c/o the Eason Law Firm, PS

725 South 1st Street, Ste B

PO Box 1725

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

360.336.2221

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, June 12, 19, 26,
and July 3, 10, 17, 2024.
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By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Aqiimuk’s potato salad

The varieties and
brands of mayonnaise
are numerous. | use
Kraft mayo made with
olive oil. It's my current
favorite! The dill pickle
and dill pickle juice
add the best flavor to

this dish.

Ingredients

¢ Potatoes, 4, un-

peeled, cut into

quarters

e Eggs, 4, hard boiled
e Mayonnaise, 1/2 to

3/4C

¢ Yellow mustard, 1/4

C

« Dill pickle, 1 diced
« Dill pickle juice, 1 T

e Paprika

e Salt and pepper

Preparation

Boil potatoes.

Hard boil eggs. Cool
potatoes and eggs

in refrigerator. Often,
| cook them the day
before assembling
the potato salad. To
assemble, peel pota-

to skins and cut into
1/2-inch pieces. Peel
eggs and cut into
small pieces. Place
potatoes and eggs in
medium-size bowl.
Add dill pickle juice,
chopped dill pickle,
mayonnaise and
mustard. Fold may-
onnaise and mustard
into eggs, potatoes
and chopped pick-
le. Add salt, pepper
and paprika to taste.
When thoroughly
mixed, sprinkle with
more paprika. Refrig-
erate. Eat within three
days.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

Skagit City School Picnic, 1-3
p.m. Sunday, July 14, 17508
Moore Road, Mount Vernon.

Join the Skagit County Historical
Society for this time-honored
tradition of celebrating communi-
ty. Food will be available from the
La Conner Rotary Club.

The 20th annual NW Art Beat
Studio Tour sees 22 artists
showing their works in 16 studios
in a free, self-guided Skagit
Valley art studio tour from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. July 20 and 21.
NW Art Beat is presented by
Skagit Artists. Learn more at
NWArtBeat.com.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish Library.
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.Iclib.lib.wa.us.
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
+ Storytime for Children. 11 a.m.
Fridays.
+ Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
+ Dungeons & Dragons Club.
3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount
Vernon. 360-336-6209,
mountvernonwa.gov.

+ Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays. For young ones
who may be shy.

+ Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m.

Submit an event

Want to get more eyes
on your event before
the next Weekly News
hits the street? Go to
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit
your event!

Tuesdays. Classic board
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

* Family Storytime: 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to
5, siblings welcome.

+ LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

* Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For
ages 6 and under and their
caregivers. Enjoy stories and
songs in English and Spanish.

MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday through Sunday.
gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.
Current exhibits through July 28:

+ Fiber Art Avian Rhapsody,
Serap Whitmer.
+ Word Quilts, Janine Holzman.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Current
exhibit through Sept. 29:

+ Signs, Signs, Everywhere
Signs: The Art of Bob Morten-
son features the life and work
of local signmaker, graphic art-
ist and painter Bob Mortenson
of Mortenson Signs.

Museum of Northwest Art.

121 N. First St., La Conner. 10

a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through

Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday

and Monday. monamuseum.org,

360-466-4446. Current exhibits

through Sept. 29:

+ Joseph Gregory Rossano:
Portraits of the Divine. A trib-
ute to nature with a selection
of large-scale works.

+ William Morris: Early Rituals.
This exhibit presents a selec-
tion of his works created from
the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

Swinomish Helping Hands
Food Bank. Food distribution
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday.
Non-essentials every first
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh

Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211.
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank.
Food distribution from 2:30-5
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington.
360-757-0445. Find volunteer
and donation opportunities online
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS

Camano Island Democrats &
Friends Summer Picnic. 11
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, July 13,

at Kayak Point County Park,
15610 Marine Drive, Stanwood. A
barbecue day at the beach. $10
per car entry fee.

La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. third
Tuesdays in the library, 520
Morris St., La Conner.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m.
Mondays at Shawn O’'Donnell’s
restaurant. Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Sunday, June 30

11:28 p.m.: Dog bites dog — Caller
reported that a neighbor's dog attacked
his dog and this led to an $1,800 bill at
pet emergency. This is not the first time
this dog has bit a person or animal and
the case is being investigated by animal
control. Young Road, greater La Conner.

Monday, July 1

10:55 a.m.: Here’s a story — Caller
found a set of carpet installing tools
hidden in the bushes and believed they
may be stolen. A deputy collected the
found items and saw it was labeled with
a company name out of Kent. The items
were collected for safe keeping and a
message sent to the company. Morris
Street, La Conner.

Tuesday, July 2

9:09 a.m.: Sheep crossing — Caller had
a sheep pass away and wanted to know
if the office picked up dead animals. She
was advised to call a service or bury the
sheep on her own property. Skagit City
Road, Conway.

4:52 p.m.: Good launching site -
Report of illegal fireworks being used

in town. Unable to locate the subjects.
Rainbow Bridge, La Conner.

Thursday, July 4

11:09 a.m.: Passed end of the road - A
female was traveling at a high rate north-
bound on Channel Drive and did not
seem to be aware that it's a dead end.
The driver ended up about 30 feet off
the road and in a ditch. The driver was
arrested on suspicion of DUI and the car
was towed. Channel Drive, La Conner.

Friday, July 5

1:03 p.m.: Dog alert — Several people
concerned for a dog that was left in

a vehicle and may be hot. A deputy
checked the car and found the windows
to be partially down and the dog seemed
healthy and happy, no heavy breathing
or panting. S. First Street, La Conner.

Saturday, July 6

10:34 p.m.: Dog gone — Caller called

to report they had hit a dog with their

car and the animal was deceased. The
owner was not located and a call was
put in for public works to remove the
animal. Chilberg / Hulbert Roads, greater
La Conner.

Wesen family

= » = (from page 4)

habitat issues.

Dean Wesen, Ron’s brother and
president of Wesen Organic Dairy,
was a transportation officer in the
Army Reserves and served four
years active duty in Afghanistan,
Operation Desert Storm and at
Fort Lewis.

Their father, the late Lyle
Wesen, was a mechanical
engineer, a graduate of
Washington State University who
served in the U.S. Air Force. He
was a member and president of
both the Dairy Herd Improvement

and Holstein associations. During
his stewardship, the Wesen family
was named Skagit County Dairy
Family of the Year in 1974.

Dean Wesen, in a 2017 video
produced by Western Washington
University and the Skagit Valley
Herald, said the Wesen farm
opted for an organic approach to
veer away from huge price swings
in the conventional market.

What has remained the same,
he said, is the family’s 116-year-
long devotion to the land.

“I’ve enjoyed it my entire
life,” he said. “I like the variety it
brings. Every day it can be differ-
ent. | just like getting outside and
doing things.”

i

Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW

i ARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

& Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258
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CANDLE COMPANY

We're more than just great coffee & cocoa.
Come in for one of our curated global teas! Delicious
premium teas, loose-leaf and in sachets, from around the
world, and from the La Conner Tea Co. Also available in

drinks, iced or hot. Try our blue cyclone latte!
106 S. 1st St — Open at 7 am daily

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!

Town of La Conner

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm
12154 Chilberg Road,
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for
buying compost at the plant.
No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

Seafarers” Memorial Park
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NCWS
COR

portofanacortes.com- e >

601 Seafarers'Way"Anacortes
Wednesday and Friday Evenings 6-8pm

es.com - 360-293-3134

July 4
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Mayor Marna Hanneman, who
rode in a 1965 Shelby Cobra con-
vertible owned by former Mount
Vernon city council member Dale
Reagan, a car collector of note.
“He said he did have the Cobra
available and asked if that would
be okay,” Hanneman said. “I told
him that would definitely work.”
Town Administrator Scott
Thomas, who helped at the parade
staging area Thursday morning,
agreed that the number of specta-
tors — many of whom (and their
pets) were decked out in patriotic
red, white and blue — exceeded
that of prior July 4 processions.
“There might’ve been fewer
entries in the parade than in past
years,” said Thomas, who drove
his Mazda Miata sports car, “but
it seemed like there were a lot
more people lining the street. And
the weather was exquisite. | can’t
remember a better Fourth of July
here weather-wise.”
The popular Meow Mix mo-
bile, with its sound system blaring

golden oldies, joined emergency
vehicles and a few other entrants
in making a second round of First
Street.

“Old guys like me can’t
remember that they’d been by
before,” joked resident Tom
Zimmerman, who staked out a
spot in front of the post office.

Kids on First Street had no
trouble tracking parade entries,
of course — especially those that
tossed candy. They were helped
in that regard beforehand by
downtown business owners Mike
Bucy and Mari White-Bucy, who
distributed free candy buckets.

Brad Bradford, of La Conner,
who navigated the parade route
pedaling his stylish three-wheel-
er adorned with red and blue
balloons, felt the holiday vibe
throughout.

“It was quite a party,” he said.

Of course, individuals, families
and organizations paraded. The
latter, with banners, included the
La Conner Swinomish Library,
the La Conner Rotary Club, the
La Conner Soroptimists, the
La Conner Sunrise Food Bank,
That’s Knot All, La Conner

Artists Gallery — who have a
cooperative spirit — and Shelter
Bay advocates for lighting the
south side of Rainbow Bridge.

About the only thing miss-
ing was an appearance by the
Swinomish Sloughmander. The
popular amphibian’s alter ego,
former town council candidate
Glen Johnson, said he fears an
overzealous sloughmander fan
pilfered the costume’s head from
a clothesline a while back.

So, Johnson, a music aficiona-
do, planned to attend the marina
concert as himself. Taking the
stage was Pacific Twang, a coun-
try group from Mount Vernon
known for its smooth three-part
harmony and The Power Players,
who treat fans to the big brass
sounds of Chicago and Blood,
Sweat & Tears.

“The concert at the port was
well attended,” Thomas said.
“The bands were really good.
And you don’t always see a band
that plays a lot of the old Chicago
tunes.”

Nor see the same parade twice
and fireworks overhead seemingly
for hours on end.

Amy Green
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guides.

She moved to the Pacific
Northwest to briefly work at a
non-profit, then landed in La
Conner after answering a news-
paper ad seeking an executive
director for the quilt and fiber
arts museum established in
town in 1997 by the late Rita
Hupy.

It has been Green’s home base
ever since.

“This is my dream job,”

Green told the Weekly News in
an August 2022 interview. “I’d
always wanted to manage a fiber
arts museum and | love historic
buildings.”

Gaches Mansion, home of the
museum and considered a jewel
of Victorian architecture certain-
ly checks her second box. It was
refurbished consistent with the
building’s original design follow
ing a major 1973 fire.

Green has often remarked on
how visitors are surprised at the
quantity and variety of displays
found at a fiber arts museum in a
town of La Conner’s size.

Light refreshments will be
served at Green’s reception. The
board suggests in lieu of gifts
that those attending consider
contributing to the fund being
collected to help Green and her
loyal pug, Pippin, with their
move to the East Coast.

“We’re one of the few mu-
seums in the United States that
has a pug for a mascot,” Green
proudly told the Weekly News.
“There are a couple museums
that have cats. But we have a
pug. He’s mine, he takes care
of me in the office and he helps
keep our spirits high.”

House fire
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town councilmember Rick Dole,
a former volunteer with the
Coupeville Fire Department.

Neighbors Jerry George and
William Smith watered down
adjoining lawns and structures
to help prevent the fire from
spreading. Some neighbor houses
sustained smoke damage from
fast-burning plastic building
materials.

Reinstra lamented that odors
will linger until the house is
demolished.

“My truck still smells like the
fire,” he said. “Smoke damage is
a hard one. The smoke just seeps

in. But you can still live in your
houses. For us, that’s a save.”

Reinstra referred to the fire and
its aftermath as the “best worst-
case scenario,” noting that the
outcome could have been much
worse. He urged townspeople
to call 911 in the event of an
emergency.

“We’re part of the communi-
ty,” he said. “We’re here. Just
call. We’ll come down. That’s
what we’re here for. The sooner
you call, the sooner we can get
there.”

Dole, the council’s liaison
to the emergency management
commission, advocated for
“neighborhood mapping,” so
residents know the needs of their
neighbors.

STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES!

FREE DELIVERY = ON FULL LOADS = TO MOST AREAS

Colebnating Oun 50th Year in 2024

Bark ¢ Topsoil « Compost « Mulch ¢ Sawdust « Shavings °
Cedar Chips ¢ Hogged Fuel » Sand ¢ Gravel « Rock ¢ Recycle Services
Delivery Large & Small

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm
360-293-7188

12469 RESERVATION ROAD,ANACORTES
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

THE UFF DA SHOPPE

in Veking Velage

T Shirts just

darrived in

time for
Crabbing Season

Lefse & Fun Unique Gifts

Tues.-Sat. 11-4pmeSun. 11-3pm 8820 Viking Way, Stanwood 360-629-3006

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

“It’s important so that you
know everybody’s specific needs
in case of a fire or emergency,”
Dole said.

Baker, Reinstra and Town
Administrator Scott Thomas
said La Conner’s volunteer
firefighters receive the same
training as those employed by
paid departments. Baker said La
Conner firefighters are trained to
wield a wide range of equipment,
including thermal cameras,
which were used to detect
potential rekindling spots at the
Mitchell house.

Baker said the fire department
offers fire safety programs for
La Conner students and she’s
willing to instruct adults too.

Linda Talman, another
neighbor, gained support for her
suggestion that basic fire safety
training be tied to community
mingle programs.

“We need to do all that we can
as individuals to know what we
have to do in an emergency,”
said Hanneman. “Even if it’s as
simple as knowing who to call.”

Hanneman and others said the
emergency response continues
for the Mitchells with an account
established at WaFd Bank to help
the couple.

Reinstra said teamwork marked
the multi-agency response.

“On a fire scene, things can
change rapidly,” Reinstra said.
“Rather than saying we have too
many firefighters, | would say we
never have enough on scene. We
have guys who are on stand-by.
If something goes wrong, they’re
there.”

Teamwork extended through
the neighborhood, too.

“It was an amazing effort on
behalf of the community,” Leslie
Smith said.

Talman agreed. “There were a
lot of heroes there that day.”
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It's All Herel

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm —3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11AM-5PM
3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!
A - -am— R
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